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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

To  the  General  Council  of  the  City  of  Louisville: 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public 
Library  has  the  honor  to  submit  its  first  annual  report  for 
the  year  ending  August  31,  1905. 

A  library  for  our  city  had  been  under  discussion  for  a 
number  of  years.  Word  had  been  received  that  Mr. 
Andrew  Carnegie  was  willing  to  donate  a  large  sum  of 
money  for  a  library  building  on  condition  that  the  city 
provide  a  site  and  agree  to  appropriate  annually  for  main- 
tenance a  sum  not  less  than  ten  per  cent  of  the  amount 
of  the  gift.  In  order  to  meet  these  conditions  state  and 
city  legislation  was  necessary.  Accordingly,  as  Mayor  of 
Louisville,  I  transmitted  to  your  honorable  body  in  Decem- 
ber, 1 90 1,  a  message  suggesting  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  secure  such  information  and  suggest  such 
legislation  and  to  map  out  such  plans  as  might  be  required 
to  secure  a  free  public  library  commensurate  with  the 
demands  of  the  people  of  the  city.  This  committee  did 
its  duty,  which  resulted  in  a  definite  proposition  from  Mr. 
Carnegie  and  the  enactment  of  the  necessary  state  law, 
which  was  approved  by  the  Governor  March  21,  1902. 
This  law  provides  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
of  free  public  libraries  in  cities  of  the  first  class  by  reso- 
lution of  the  General  Council,  the  Mayor  to  appoint  twelve 
trustees  for  a  term  of  four  years  each  and  the  council  to 
levy  annually  a  library  tax  of  two  and  one  half  to  four 
cents  per  one  htmdred  dollars. 

The  following  is 

Mr.  Carnegie's  Letter 

New  York,  January  18,  1902 

Mayor  Charles  F.  Grainger,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Dear  Sir:  Mr.  Carnegie  is  delighted  to  hear  that  you 
have  taken  steps  to  obtain  authority  to  tax  the  city  for 
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support  of  free  public  library,  and  when  the  legislation  is 
obtained  he  will  be  prepared  to  do  for  Louisville  as  he  has 
for  other  cities.  If  Louisville  pledges  itself  by  resolution 
of  council  to  support  library  at  cost  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  a  year,  and  provides  a  suitable  site,  Mr.  Carnegie 
will  be  glad  to  give  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
for  a  free  public  library  building. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  found  advisable  to  spend  it  all 
upon  a  central  building,  but  some  stated  portion  for  a 
branch  library  or  two.  Experience  proves  that  the  branch 
libraries  are  great  aids  to  bringing  the  advantages  of  read- 
ing to  the  midst  of  the  people. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Jas.  Bertram,  P.  Sec'y 

In  April,  1902,  the  General  Coimcil  accepted  this  mag- 
nificent offer,  declared  its  purpose  to  establish  a  library, 
and  pledged  the  city  to  maintain  it  at  a  cost  of  not  less 
than  $25,000  a  year. 

Trustees  were  appointed,  and  the  first  meeting  held 
April  18,  1902.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  Board 
since  then,  except  through  the  death  of  Mr.  Paul  Caine 
and  Bishop  Thomas  U.  Dudley,  who  have  been  succeeded 
by  Dr.  E.  Y.  Mullins  and  Mr.  Donald  Macpherson, 

Steps  were  then  taken  toward  the  acquisition  of  a 
suitable  site,  resulting  in  the  purchase  by  May,  1903,  of 
the  splendid  property  on  York  Street  fronting  240  feet 
on  Fourth  Avenue,  247  feet  on  Third  Street,  and  420  feet 
on  York  Street.  The  net  cost  of  this  plot  of  ground  was 
$110,225.52,  of  which  $16,905  was  subscribed  by  sixty- 
seven  citizens  and  firms,  whose  names  are  given  in  Appen- 
dix D,  and  the  rest  paid  from  the  library  fund.  This  fimd 
had  accumulated  from  a 

I  cent  levy  in  1902,  yieloing $x  1,855  06 

4  cent  levy  in  1903,  yielding 47f97i  09 

4  cent  levy  in  1904,  yielding 45>ioi  61 

Total $104,927  76 

In  September,  1903,  Mr.  Anderson  H.*  Hopkins,  As- 
sistant Librarian  of  the  JohnCrerar  Library  of  Chicago,  was 
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chosen  librarian.  It  was  decided  to  employ  the  com- 
petitive system  •  for  the  selection  of  an  architect.  Ten 
architects,  five  from  Lotusville,  were  invited  to  submit 
plans  for  a  btiilding  on  the  lot  described,  but  the  com- 
petition was  open  to  all.  The  Board  appointed  the  firm 
of  Pilcher  and  Tachau,  of  New  York  City,  as  architects. 

The  prospects  then  were  that  the  city  would  still  be 
without  a  library  for  several  years  imtil  the  new  building 
could  be  completed.  The  Ubrary  of  the  Polytechnic 
Society  of  Kentucky,  then  known  as  the  Louisville  Public 
Library,  had  long  led  a  precarious  existence,  although  it 
owned  valuable  property,  including  a  lot  and  building  on 
Fourth  Avenue  and  some  65,000  volumes  and  much  val- 
uable musetun  material.  The  advisability  of  combining 
this  library  with  the  new  Ubrary  was  manifest  from  the 
beginning.  The  necessary  legislation  was  secured,  and 
after  a  long  series  of  discussions  a  ninety-nine  year  con- 
tract was  executed  in  November,  1904,  which  provided 
for  the  merging  of  this  old  Ubrary  into  the  Louisville  Free 
PubUc  Library. 

This  gave  the  new  organization  at  once  a  home  and  a 
working  coUection  of  books  on  the  fifth  floor  of  the  build- 
ing referred  to  above  and  known  as  the  Public  Library 
Building.  Plans  were  immediately  drawn  for  $10,000 
worth  of  necessary  alterations  and  equipment,  work  on 
which  was  begun  January  i,  1905. 

On  this  date  Mr.  Hopkins  resigned  to  take  charge  of 
the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburg.  He  was  succeeded 
January  4,  1905,  by  Mr.  WiUiam  F.  Yust,  formerly  Assist- 
ant State  Inspector  of  Libraries  of  New  York. 

While  the  building  alterations  were  in  progress  the 
organization  of  the  new  library  staff  was  pushed  forward 
with  the  utmost  speed;  the  Polytechnic  collection  was 
roughly  arranged  for  immediate  circulation,  and  the  large 
work  of  reclassifying  and  recataloging  it  according  to 
modem  methods  outlined.  At  the  same  time  the  pur- 
chase and  arrangement  of  new  books  was  begun.  In  four 
months  the  rooms  and  a  sufficient  number  of  books  were 


12  LonisYille  Free  Public  Library 

ready,  and  on  May  s  the  library,  efficiently  officered  in  all 
departments,  was  thrown  open  to  the  public.  From  that 
day  it  has  steadily  grown  in  popularity  and  volume  of 
work  accomplished.  A  work  big  with  possibilities  for  the 
future  has  been  most  auspiciously  laimched  in  our  midst, 
and  I  bespeak  for  it  your  most  careful  and  liberal  con- 
sideration. 

In  January  of  this  year  a  second  offer  of  $200,000  was 
received  from  Mr.  Carnegie  for  branch  Ubraries.  This 
came  as  a  result  of  strong  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Trustees 
and  was  accepted  by  them  with  the  promptness  and  appre- 
ciation due  such  a  magnificent  offer.  But  the  General 
Council  has  not  yet  taken  the  action  necessary  to  make 
the  gift  available.  We  can  not  urge  too  strongly  on  your 
honorable  body  the  importance  of  immediate  and  favorable 
action  on  this  subject,  which  is  of  importance  almost  equal 
to  that  of  the  Main  Library.  One  branch  is  already  in 
successful  operation  in  rented  quarters,  two  others  will 
be  opened  before  the  close  of  the  calendar  year,  and  urgent 
petitions  for  the  establishment  of  branches  have  been 
received  from  two  other  prominent  sections  of  the  city. 

Work  on  the  new  building  was  begun  August  19  by  the 
John  Peirce  Co.  of  Chicago,  to  whom  the  contract  was 
awarded.  The  specifications  call  for  the  building  to  be 
finished  in  eighteen  months.  On  its  completion  Louisville 
will  possess  a  library  up  to  date  in  all  respects  and  worthy 
of  one  of  the  leading  cities  in  the  cotintry. 

The  report  of  the  Treastirer  exhibits  the  financial  con- 
dition of  the  institution,  and  the  report  of  the  Librarian 
describes  in  detail  its  organization  and  operations.  These 
reports  are  submitted  in  accordance  with  law  and  com- 
mended to  your  perusal.     Yours  respectfully, 

Charles  F.  Graingbr 
President  of  Board  of  Trustees 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 

Louisville,  Ky.,  September  i,  1905 

Hon.  Charles  P.  Grainger,  President  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Louisville  Pree  Public  Library : 

As  Treasurer  of  the  Louisville  Pree  Public  Library  I 
wotdd  respectfully  report  that  during  the  current  year  I 
have  received  the  following  sums : 

Cash  on  band  September  i,  1^04 $546  64 

From  the  City  erf  Louisville  m  tax  levy  accounts — 

Year  1902 133  58 

Year  1903 730  03 

Year  1904 3,769  77 

Year  1905 35»oo3  3* 

For  ten  months'    rent  Kaufman-Straus  Co.  at    $1,833.33  P^i* 

month 18,333  30 

From  bills  receivable  and  interest  (M.  £.  Cruse) 826  90 

Fines  for  books  kept  over  time 188  31 

Sale  of  old  book  case 6  00 

From  Andrew  Carnegie  on  account  of  new  building 10,000  00 

From  John  Peirce  Co.  to  secure  compliance  with  bid 5i000  00 

Total $74,537  91 

DiSBURSBMBNTS 

Books  and  periodicals $12,846  2z 

Salaries 13,087  24 

Repairs,  improvements,  light,  heat,  supplies,  insurance,  etc...  16,133  7^ 

Paid  Pilcher  and  Tachau,  architects 6,003  ^^ 

Furniture  and  fixtures 2,048  07 

Interest  on  mortgage  debt  to  the  Fidelity  Trust  Co 8,820  00 

Real  estate 3,i8o  00 

Excavation  at  new  library ^ 213  45 

Balance  on  hand  August  31,  1905 12,205  97 

Total $74,537  9^ 

The  general  statement  of  the  financial  condition  of  the 

Library  is  as  follows : 

Rbsourcbs 

Cash  on  deposit  in  bank  September  i,  1905 $12,205  97 

Books  and  periodicals  purchased 13,371  47 

Furniture  and  fixtures 2,042  07 

Real  estate "3,330  52 

Account  of  building 213  45 

Pilcher  and  Tachau 5,628  20 

Total $146,791  68 

LiABiLrrms 

Andrew  Carnegie $7,000  00 

John  Peirce  Co 5>ooo  00 

Investments  per  contra 134,791  68 

Total $146,791  68 

John  Stites,  Treasurer 
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REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITOR 

Louisville,  Ky.,  October  6,  1905 
Mr.  John  Stites,  Treasurer  Louisville  Free  Public  Library. 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  I  have 
made  a  thorough  audit  and  examination  of  every  item  of 
moneys  received  and  paid  out  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
with  August  31,  1905. 

All  cash  receipts  have  been  traced  as  far  as  possible 
to  original  sources  and  again  proven  by  deposits  made  by 
you  in  National  Bank  of  Kentucky  and  all  found  in  exact 
agreement.  Every  disbursement  is  fortified  by  an  approved 
voucher  and  by  check  on  bank  depository  duly  endorsed 
by  payee. 

Cash  balance  $12,205.97  in  hand  at  close  of  year  corre- 
sponds exactly  with  deposit  to  credit  as  shown  by  records 
of  the  bank.     Very  truly  yours, 

S.  S.  Eastwood 
Public  Accountant  and  Auditor 

REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 

To  THE  Board  op  Trustees  op  the  Louisville  Free 
Public  Library. 

Gentlemen:  Your  librarian  herewith  submits  his  first 
annual  report  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  1905. 

The  proposition  of  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie  to  give  $250,000 
for  a  public  library  building  in  the  city  of  Louisville  called 
forth  state  and  city  legislation  under  which  the  gift  was 
accepted,  trustees  appointed  and  the  Louisville  Free  Public 
Library  incorporated.  One  year  ago  the  Ubrary  occupied 
three  small  rooms  in  an  office  building.  The  staff  com- 
prised the  librarian  and  a  stenographer.  The  library 
owned  a  lot  and  several  hundred  books.  The  Librarian 
and  Trustees  were  principally  occupied  in  preparing  pre- 
liminary plans  for  a  building  and  for  opening  several 
branches  in  different  parts  of  the  city.     There  was  no 


First  Annual  Report  15 

prospect  for  a  central  building  short  of  three  or  f otir  years 
which  would  be  required  to  complete  the  new  building. 

To-day  the  library  owns  70,000  volumes  and  is  occupy- 
ing ample  and  convenient  quarters  in  its  own  centrally 
located  property.  It  has  one  flourishing  branch  in  opera- 
tion and  two  others  nearly  ready  to  open.  The  present 
staff  ntunbers  thirty-two,  who  are  administering  a  well 
organized  free  library  with  order,  catalog,  circulating,  and 
reference  departments  in  smooth  running  order  and  a 
children's  department  to  open  in  a  short  time. 

Pol3rtechnic  Merger.  The  chief  factor  in  this  trans- 
formation was  the  agreement  which  became  effective 
November  i,  1904,  by  which  there  was  merged  into  the 
Louisville  Free  Public  Library  the  library. of  the  Poly- 
technic Society  of  Kentucky,  with  its  building  worth 
$400,000,  60,000  volumes  of  books,  $30,000  worth  of 
paintings,  $30,000  worth  of  statuary,  and  $30,000  worth 
of  museum  material,  all  of  which  were  to  be  used  for  free 
library  and  musetmi  purposes.  It  was  conditioned  also 
that  the  new  library  should  give  employment  to  the  staff 
of  the  old  library,  consisting  of  the  librarian,  two  assistants, 
and  janitor. 

The  old  library  was  located  at  533-549  Fotirth  Avenue, 
on  the  fifth  floor  of  a  large  business  building  owned  by  the 
library,  the  lower  floors  being  occupied  by  a  department 
store.  The  rear  rooms  on  the  library  floor  contained  the 
books,  while  the  larger  central  and  front  rooms  were  used 

■ 

mainly  for  exhibition  and  assembly  purposes.  Extensive 
alterations  were  made  at  a  cost  of  $10,000  to  provide  for 
the  various  departments  of  a  modem  free  library,  includ- 
ing delivery,  reference,  and  children's  rooms  in  front; 
stack  room,  open  shelves,  and  study  alcoves  in  the  center ; 
in  the  rear,  administration  offices,  order  and  cataloging 
room,  bindery  and  storage  room  for  museum  material. 
Two  rooms  were  reserved  for  the  members  of  the  Poly- 
technic Society  and  the  Chess  Club.  The  shelf  capacity 
at  present  is  about  130,000  volumes.  In  Appendix  B  is 
given  a  diagram  of  the  rooms  as  now  arranged. 
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Smoke  and  soot  from  neighboring  buildings  is  some- 
times annoying  to  both  readers  and  staff  and  damaging 
to  books.  But  on  the  whole  the  present  quarters  are 
comfortable  and  will  be  fully  adequate  to  our  needs  tmtil 
the  new  building  is  completed.  The  many  fine  paintings 
and  several  valuable  pieces  of  statuary  have  been  used 
to  good  advantage  in  decorating  the  walls  and  alcoves. 
The  reference  and  children's  rooms  are  specially  attractive. 
The  card  catalog,  delivery  desk,  reference  room,  and  news- 
paper alcove  are  readily  accessible  as  soon  as  the  library 
is  reached.  All  the  arrangements  are  well  adapted  to  the 
prime  consideration  of  service  to  readers. 

New  Building.  Much  careful  work  has  been  done  by 
the  members  of  the  Building  Committee  and  the  Librarian 
in  consultation  with  our  architects,  Messrs.  Pilcher  and 
Tachau.  The  latter  were  selected  in  a  competition  the 
program  for  which  was  written  by  Mr.  Hopkins.  After 
consultation  with  Messrs.  Melvil  Dewey  and  W.  R.  East- 
man, the  plans  submitted  in  this  competition  were  com- 
pletely changed.  The  completed  plans  and  specifications 
were  approved  in  June.  As  finally  adopted  they  are  very 
satisfactory  and  justify  the  time  spent  on  their  prepara- 
tion. Competitive  bids  were  received  August  9  and  the 
contract  awarded  to  The  John  Peirce  Co.  of  Chicago. 
Groimd  was  broken  August  19,  and  it  is  hoped  the  building 
will  proceed  without  delay.  The  floor  plans  are  given  in 
Appendix  C.  ..i 

Staff.  Mr.  A.  H.  Hopkins  was  elected  librarian  in 
September,  1903,  and  served  until  January  i,  1905,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  the  present  librarian.  Under  the 
merger  agreement  the  four  members  of  the  old  library 
staff  were  employed  in  the  new  organization.  The  time 
has  been  short  for  bringing  together  under  the  restrictions 
observed  a  staff  of  thirty-two,  not  including  pages,  janitors, 
and  elevator  boy.  Applications  for  positions  have  been 
almost  numberless,  coming  from  people  of  widely  varying 
degrees  of  fitness  and  unfitness.  In  the  case  of  jxmior 
assistants,  after  interviews  with  the  librarian  and  individual 
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members  of  the  Board,  a  number  of  those  best  qualified 
were  given  a  trial  of  two  to  four  weeks  and  then  selections 
were  made  from  those  who  seemed  most  promising  by 
reason  of  natural  ability,  education,  age,  and  experience. 
Their  previous  occupations  have  been  interestingly  various ; 
four  came  from  the  old  hbrary,  one  from  the  Highland 
Free  Library,  now  otir  first  branch,  four  from  other  libraries 
out  of  the  city,  three  from  book  stores,  one  from  a  bindery, 
four  had  been  teachers,  two  stenographers,  one  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
secretary,  and  twelve  had  not  been  regularly  employed. 
Of  the  total  number  sixteen  have  graduated  from  high 
schools,  two  from  normal  schools  in  addition  to  the  high 
school,  two  from  colleges,  three  from  library  schools,  and 
eleven  have  not  completed  a  high  school  course. 

The  requirements  for  admission  to  the  staff  should  be 
clearly  defined  and  faithfully  observed.  Library  service 
to  be  most  efl&cient  should  be  established  oil  the  merit 
system,  requiring  candidates  for  positions  to  pass  a  reason- 
able examination,  appointing  only  such  as  meet  the  required 
standard,  assigning  them  to  work  for  which  they  are  best 
adapted,  paying  a  salary  commensurate  with  the  character 
and  value  of  the  service  performed,  and  promoting  them 
according  to  demonstrated  capacity. 

Liberal  regulations  have  been  made  for  members  of 
the  staff,  fixing  the  required  amount  of  timft  at  seven 
hours  per  day,  with  a  half  holiday  every  other  week;  giv- 
ing four  weeks*  vacation  to  heads  of  departments  and 
three  weeks  to  all  assistants ;  and  granting  time  for  attend- 
ance at  meetings  of  state  and  national  library  associations. 

The  Trustees  are  to  be  congratulated  on  securing 
specially  qualified  persons  for  heads  of  departments.  Of 
all  the  senior  and  junior  assistants,  one  has  had  six  weeks' 
special  training  in  a  summer  school.  If  in  some  cases 
results  do  not  seem  large  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
employes,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  each  depart- 
ment has  thus  far  been  practically  a  training  school  where 
the  price  of  instruction  is  paid  in  diminished  returns. 
Nevertheless  the  Board  has  been  fortunate  in  obtaining 
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assistants  who  are  showing  fine  enthtisiasm  and  in  some  cases 
marked  ability.  They  have  proven  eager  to  learn  and 
willing  to  study.  Several  are  planning  to  attend  a  library 
school.  It  will  pay  the  library  to  consider  seriously  this 
desire  for  self-improvement.  A  small  amount  of  regular 
instruction  will  enable  assistants  in  the  course  of  time  to 
acquire  a  great  deal  of  technical  knowledge  and  increase 
their  efficiency.  During  the  coming  year  an  effort  will 
be  made  to  supply  in  a  measure  this  pressing  want.  The 
spirit  of  the  staff  is  good.  All  are  working  together  in 
harmony  with  the  good  of  the  library  at  heart. 

ORDER  DEPARTMENT 

Here  are  centralized  the  entire  purchasing  activities 
of  the  library.  Through  it  is  ordered  and  received  every- 
thing added  to  the  library,  including  books,  pamphlets, 
serials,  picttires,  furnishings,  and  supplies.  This  branch 
of  expenditure  affords  a  large  opportunity  for  wast- 
ing money,  whereas  a  competent  buyer  can  aimually 
save  thie  amount  of  his  salary  for  the  library  through 
careful  and  alert  business  management.  The  choice  of 
Mr.  George  T.  Settle  for  this  important  work  was  a  good 
one.  He  has  brought  to  it  many  years  of  experience 
in  a  book  store  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  business 
methods.  In  addition  to  this  he  is  making  a  careful  study 
of  library  methods  peculiar  to  this  department.  His 
report  follows: 

Report  of  the  Order  Department 

To  the  Librarian: 

This  report  really  covers  only  eight  months,  beginning 
January  i,  1905,  when  the  department  was  organized. 
To  make  the  report  complete  for  the  fiscal  year,  purchases 
of  September  to  December,  1904,  must  be  added: 

1,625  volumes,  received  before  January  i,  1905,  costing $2,390  69 

11,179  volumes,  received  since  January  i,  1905,  costing iii947  75 

134  pamphets,  received  since    January  i,  1905  costing 3  35 

232  serials,  received  since           January  i,  1905,  costing 415  99 

Binding  since  January  i,  1905 399  47 

Total  to  August  31,  1905 $i5»i57  25 
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The  accession  books  of  the  Polytechnic  Library,  now 
the  main  library,  to  December  31,  1904,  show  58,729  vol- 
trnies,  no  record  having  been  kept  of  books  lost  or  dis- 
carded. The  Highland  Library  at  the  time  of  its  transfer 
contained  2,169  volumes.  To  these  have  been  added  since 
January  i : 

Main  Library         6,978  volumes,  making  total 65,707 

Highland  Branch     721          *                  "          2,890 

Portland  Branch      640         "                  **          640 

Colored  Branch     1,132         **                  "          1,132 

Total  accessions  in  Main  and  Branches  to  August  31 70,369 

All  orders  are  sent  out  on  the  library  letter-head  and 
letterpress  copy  retained.  Book  orders  are  issued  in 
triplicate,  the  original  going  to  book  dealer  and  the  other 
two  (carbon  copies)  to  Catalog  Department,  where  one  is 
sent  to  the  Library  of  Congress  for  printed  cards  and  the 
other  kept  for  record. 

All  goods  are  received  in  this  department  and  invoices 
checked.  Record  of  invoices  is  kept  in  a  book  ruled  for 
date,  name  of  fkm,  articles  sent,  price,  and  remarks. 
Accounts  are  audited  monthly  and  go  to  librarian  with 
vouchers  for  action  of  Library  Committee.  If  approved 
by  the  Board,  voucher  is  mailed  with  check  to  firm  for 
receipt  to  be  returned  to  Treasurer's  file.  Invoices  are 
returned  by  Treasurer  and  filed  in  the  Department. 

Orders  for  supplies  and  furniture  as  well  as  for  books 
are  made  on  request  of  heads  of  departments  or  branches 
with  approval  of  librarian  and  proper  committee.  Sup- 
plies are  kept  in  stock  room  and  given  out  on  requisition 
signed  by  heads  of  departments  or  branches. 

The  standard  order  slip  is  used  in  preparing  book 
orders.  Many  of  these  are  received  from  patrons  recom- 
mending the  purchase  of  books.  If  not  approved  formal 
notice  is  sent ;  if  approved  the  patron  is  notified  by  printed 
postal  when  book  is  ready  for  circulation.  Other  orders 
originate  with  the  librarian  or  heads  of  departments.  On 
receipt  of  book  additional  entries  are  made  on  order  slip, 
which  then  goes  with  book  to  Catalog  Department  and 
eventually  becomes  the  official  author  catalog. 
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Books  are  collated  sufficiently  to  discover  any  serious 
defects.  To  indicate  ownership  a  perforating  stamp  is 
used  and  a  small  printed  book  plate  giving  only  name  of 
Ubrary  and  in  case  of  reference  books  also  class  and  book 
ntmiber.  A  plate  with  donor's  name  added  is  placed  in 
gift  books. 

We  use  the  condensed  accession  book  of  5,000  lines, 
separate  ones  for  each  branch.  This  gives  for  each  book 
the  date  of  accessioning,  author  and  title,  place  and  pub- 
lisher, year  of  publication,  size,  binding,  source,  price, 
and  date  of  invoice.  Record  is  made  of  any  books  rebotmd, 
transferred,  lost,  or  discarded,  so  that  a  complete  life  his- 
tory is  given  of  every  book.  These  changes  are  summar- 
ized at  the  end  of  each  accession  book  for  convenience  in 
making  reports. 

Our  record  of  serials  is  kept  on  cards.  A  card  record 
is  also  kept  of  all  gifts,  which  are  acknowledged  on  printed 
postal  or  by  special  letter.  For  keeping  record  of  books 
sent  to  bindery,  we  use  a  sheet  of  ten  lines  in  book  form, 
perforated,  with  extra  page  for  carbon  copy.  The  sheet 
gives  name  of  binder,  date  sent,  author  and  title,  letter- 
ing, size  of  volimie,  style  of  binding,  color  of  leather  and 
side  papers  with  price  and  date  returned.  A  card  record 
is  kept  of  botmd  magazines,  giving  volumes  in  library, 
voltunes  in  bindery,  etc.,  so  that  a  volume  wanted  may 
be  easily  located. 

The  three  assistants  in  this  department  give  sufficient 
help  and  are  commended  for  faithfulness  and  work  well 
done.  George  T.  Settle 

Head  of  Order  Department 

Books.  The  books  in  the  old  library  were  a  repre- 
sentative collection,  with  the  usual  proportions  of  good 
and  bad  that  always  accumulate  in  a  library  of  its  age  and 
size.  This  applies  to  both  their  subject-matter  and  their 
physical  condition.  The  collection  is  strong  in  history 
and  biography  and  weak  in  science  and  arts.  Many 
voltunes  of  cheap  fiction  were  entirely  discarded  and  many 
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others  had  to  be  rebound  before  they  could  be  used.  The 
Trustees  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  set  aside  $15,000  for 
the  purchase  of  books.  In  the  expenditure  of  this  amount 
an  effort  was  made  to  supply  considerable  of  what  is  cur- 
rently published  and  most  immediately  in  demand,  but 
care  was  also  taken  to  begin  the  building  up  of  a  large 
and  well  balanced  reference  collection  adequate  to  the 
needs  of  students  and  scholars  in  every  department. 
Standard  literature,  books  of  permanent  value  and  lasting 
interest,  have  the  strongest  claim  on  the  book  fund. 

Book  order  cards  are  freely  distributed  and  readers 
are  encouraged  to  recommend  books  for  purchase.  There 
has  been  a  large  response  to  this  invitation.  The  Book 
Committee,  which  approves  orders  before  the  books  are 
purchased,  sometimes  finds  it  impossible  or  inexpedient 
to  comply  with  a  request  for  a  given  book,  but  it  welcomes 
suggestions  and  specific  and  discriminating  criticism.  Most 
of  our  books  are  bought  through  our  local  dealers,  who 
have  shown  us  courtesy  and  consideration. 

No  reference  collection  is  complete  without  a  full  set  of 
the  botmd  magazines  listed  in  Poole's  Index,  which  makes 
them  a  mine  of  information.  We  are  preparing  a  list  of 
the  many  volumes  lacking  in  otu*  file  and  hope  in  the  course 
of  the  year  to  do  much  toward  completing  the  good  begin- 
ning made  in  the  old  Ubrary. 

Our  set  of  government  doctmients  contains  about  4,000 
volumes  but  it  is  very  much  broken.  It  is  now  being  care- 
fully compared  with  the  serial  Check  List  issued  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents  at  Washington.  As  soon  as 
this  is  completed  efforts  will  be  made  to  supply  the  miss- 
ing voltunes.  With  the  publication  of  usable  indexes  to 
these  documents,  they  are  becoming  more  and  more  val- 
uable for  reference  ptirposes. 

Gifts.  Grateful  acknowledgment  is  made  of  all 
donations  received.  Every  voltime  given  receives  a 
special  book  plate  on  which  is  iascribed  the  name  of  the 
donor. 

By  far  the  largest  portion  of  the  library  as  it  stands 
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to-day  consists  of  gifts,  if  the  contribution  of  the  Poly- 
technic Society  be  considered  a  gift,  as  it  really  is.  Other 
friends  of  the  library  have  appeared  in  gratifying  numbers. 
A  list  of  these  with  the  number  of  volttmes  donated  is 
given  in  Appendix  E.  Among  the  more  noteworthy  are 
Mr.  R.  W.  Brown,  Holland's  Moth  book,  first  gift  to  the 
library;  Mr.  Madison  Cawein,  thirteen  volumes  of  his  own 
works;  Rabbi  H.  G.  Enelow  and  ten  associates,  a  set  of 
the  Jewish  Encyclopaedia  in  twelve  volumes;  Mrs.  Dudley 
Haydon,  eight  hundred  miscellaneous  volumes  as  a  me- 
morial to  her  son,  Sidney  Johnston  Haydon ;  the  Highland 
Free  Library,  2,172  voltimes,  which  became  our  first  branch; 
Col.  Bennett  H.  Young,  seventy-two  volumes  of  the  Jesuit 
Relations. 

The  Louisville  daily  papers,  Anzeiger,  Cotirier-Joumal, 
Herald,  Post,  and  Times  are  sending  us  copies  for  the 
main  library  and  all  branches.  One  copy  of  each  is  bound 
and  preserved  for  reference. 

The  library  desires  to  build  up  as  complete  a  collection 
as  possible  of  Louisvilliana.  To  this  end  we  should  have 
files  of  all  journals  of  every  sort  published  in  the  city. 
To  buy  and  bind  a  copy  of  every  one  would  entail  an 
expense  too  great  for  consideration.  If,  however,  these 
various  publications  are  willing  to  cooperate  in  this  matter 
to  the  extent  of  furnishing  a  bound  copy  of  each  voltune 
as  it  is  completed,  the  library  will  tmdertake  to  preserve 
and  make  them  accessible.  This  has  been  done  in  the 
past  with  one  or  two  of  the  daily  papers  and  the  result  is 
that  the  library  file  is  now  more  complete  than  the  one 
in  the  newspaper  office  itself. 

Binding:  and  Printing.  Thus  far  it  has  not  been 
feasible  to  install  a  bindery,  although  provision  was  made 
for  it  in  the  building  alterations.  For  the  present  our 
binding  will  be  done  by  local  firms.  We  have  just  begun 
the  rebinding  of  a  large  number  of  books.  Much  mending 
and  repairing  is  done  by  a  skilled  assistant.  To  date 
there  has  been  printed,  in  addition  to  the  various  blanks 
and  forms: 
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1.  Programine  for  the  selection  of  an  architect. 

2.  Answers  to  questions  submitted  by  competing 
architects. 

3.  Rules  and  information  for  borrowers. 

4.  State  and  city  enabling  acts,  and  by-laws  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 

5.  Specifications  for  new  Carnegie  Library  Building. 
The  library  is  provided  with  an  up-to-date  duplicator 

which  is  used  in  making  copies  of  outlines,  circulars,  book 
lists,  formal  replies  in  correspondence,  etc.  Fifty  copies 
per  minute  can  be  made  on  this  macliuie. 

Lists  of  new  books  added  to  the  shelves  are  regularly 
sent  to  the  city  newspapers,  which  have  shown  a  marked 
interest  in  the  library  by  printing  them  in  excellent  form. 

We  have  purchased  one  thousand  copies  of  the  Newark, 
N.  J.,  list  of  "A  Thousand  of  the  Best  Novels,"  which 
will  soon  be  issued  as  **  Bulletin  No.  i'*  of  this  library. 
The  plan  on  which  this  list  is  issued  is  a  practical  illustra- 
tion of  the  economy  of  cooperation  between  libraries. 
Unfortunately  a  nwonher  of  these  books  are  out  of  print. 

CATALOG  DEPARTMENT 

Miss  Harriet  B.  Gooch,  a  graduate  of  Pratt  Institute 
Library  School,  resigned  her  position  as  assistant  librarian 
in  Portland,  Oregon,  to  take  charge  of  this  department 
in  her  home  city.  The  situation  with  which  she  was  con- 
fronted was  difficult  and  in  some  ways  unique.  With 
60,000  volumes  of  the  Polytechnic  Library  arranged  accord- 
ing to  an  obsolete  classification,  cataloged  with  little 
method  or  plan  and  many  not  cataloged  at  all,  with  $15,000 
worth  of  new  books  coming  in  at  once,  with  the  Board 
and  the  public  impatient  for  the  opening  of  the  library, 
she  was  given  half  a  dozen  girls,  four  of  whom  had  never 
before  heard  of  a  card  catalog  and  only  one  of  whom  had 
had  even  an  hour's  formal  training  for  this  most  difficult 
and  technical  part  of  library  work.  It  has  been  a  hard 
task  to  get  work  under  way  on  account  of  the  very  mag- 
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nitude  of  the  iindertaking.  Nevertheless  she  has  from 
the  beginning  planned  it  on  broad  lines  and  at  the  same 
time  successfully  systematized  the  mass  of  detail  which 
centers  in  this  department.  Although  planning  for  large 
things  the  aim  has  been  to  simplify  catalog  operations 
and  dispense  with  tmnecessary  red  tape. 

The  books  in  the  old  library  were  broadly  classified 
and  given  a  fixed  location  in  glass  cases  in  a  closed  stack 
room.  An  incomplete  dictionary  catalog  had  been  kept 
for  official  use  and  partial  finding  lists  had  been  printed 
for  the  use  of  borrowers.  The  new  plan  contemplates  the 
reclassifying  and  recataloging  of  the  entire  collection  with 
great  care  and  fulbiess.  It  will  require  years  to  accom- 
plish this  and  at  the  same  time  keep  up  with  the  new 
accessions  to  the  library.  Meanwhile  the  old  books  have 
been  arranged  on  the  closed  shelves  in  broad  classes  and 
imder  these  alphabeted  by  authors  in  order  to  make  them 
available  for  ►  circulation.  The  absence  of  a  shelf  mark 
makes  them  difficult  to  find  and  frequently  tries  the  patience 
of  both  readers  and  attendants. 

This  library  has  been  made  one  of  the  twenty-five 
depositories  for  the  printed  catalog  cards  of  the  Library 
of  Congress.  One  copy  of  every  card  printed  is  sent  to 
us  free  on  condition  that  the  cards  be  properly  cared  for 
and  made  accessible  for  public  use.  This  will  give  us 
ultimately  a  complete  author  catalog  of  the  Library  of 
Congress,  which  will  be  of  great  value  to  investigators 
and  to  our  own  cataloging  department. 

The  work  in  this  department  is  slow.  Some  have 
thought  it  too  slow,  and  naturally  in  these  early  stages 
of  plan  making  it  is  slower  than  it  will  ever  be  again.  The 
ordering  and  cataloging  of  a  book  is  an  expensive  process, 
but  the  result  is  a  system  which  keeps  accurate  record  of 
the  life  history  of  every  book  and  produces  the  great  tool 
which  makes  the  contents  of  these  books  available. 
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RqxMt  of  the  Catalog  Department 

To  the  Librarian: 

During  the  past  seven  months  9,001  volumes  have 
been  cataloged,  602  of  which  were  sent  to  the  Highland 
Branch  and  258  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  Colored  Library. 
27,000  cards  were  filed  in  the  main  catalog  and  1,346  in 
the  branch  catalog.  The  official  catalog  now  consists  of 
about  7,400  cards  and  the  shelf  list  of  about  6,500  cards. 

Previous  to  taking  up  her  own  work,  the  head  cataloger 
was  engaged  in  accessioning  and  in  checking  up  the  1,600 
volumes  purchased  at  the  comanencement  of  the  library, 
in  the  work  of  organization,  compiling  of  rules,  outlining 
of  blanks,  etc. 

Three  assistant  catalogers  with  some  knowledge  of 
the  charging  system  were  sent  to  the  circtdating  depart- 
ment at  its  opening.  For  two  months  they  served  in 
that  department  and  then  returned  to  their  own  work. 

The  cataloging  department  was  organized  the  first  of 
February  and  consisted  of  seven  imtrained  assistants  and 
the  head  of  the  department.  In  May,  Miss  Rosalie  Mum- 
ford,  a  graduate  of  the  New  York  State  Library  School, 
was  appointed  to  the  position  of  classifier.  An  experi- 
enced mender  repairs,  labels,  and  pockets  the  books  cata- 
loged and  also  resews  the  loose  leaves  when  the  backs  are 
in  perfect  condition.  It  was  found  expedient  to  give 
individual  instruction  to  the  assistants  as  we  were  under 
the  necessity  of  producing  immediate  results.  The  general 
instruction  consisted  of  half  hour  talks  once  a  week. 

There  was  before  us  the  proposition  of  cataloging  and 
preparing  for  public  use,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment, 
a  library  of  some  60,000  voltimes  which  were  broadly 
classified  on  the  shelves  according  to  the  Dewey  decimal 
system,  and  of  placing  in  the  library  the  new  accessions. 
It  was  decided  to  catalog  the  fiction  before  opening  the 
library  to  the  public  and  to  circulate  the  non-fiction  as  it 
was,  without  a  book  number.  By  the  first  of  May  prac- 
tically all  the  fiction  had  been  cataloged.    At  present 
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about  two  thirds  of  the  uncataloged  voltunes  have  been  fitted 
with  date  slips  and  book  pockets  in  accord  with  the  Newark 
charging  system.  The  attendant  at  the  desk  writes  a 
temporary  book  card  when  one  of  these  uncataloged  books 
is  taken  from  the  library. 

The  form  of  catalog  adopted  is  the  card  catalog,  the 
author,  title,  and  subject  entries  being  arranged  in  one 
alphabet.  At  present  we  have  in  use  two  catalogs,  each 
arranged  in  cases  in  a  separate  alphabet.  One  case  con- 
tains all  entries  for  fiction,  all  books  purchased  since  Octo- 
ber, 1904,  and  all  books  of  the  Polytechnic  Society  which 
have  been  recataloged.  The  other  case  contains  cards  for 
all  other  books  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Poljrtechnic 
Society.  As  rapidly  as  these  books  are  recataloged  the 
entries  are  removed  from  this  case. 

The  cards  printed  by  the  Library  of  Congress  have  been 
of  inestimable  value  to  us.  We  have  received  27,049 
cards,  many  of  which  have  been  ordered  as  dupUcates 
to  be  used  later  in  our  branch  entries.  Our  first  order 
was  for  all  fiction  entries  in  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation Catalog  of  1904,  it  being  the  intention  that  all 
works  of  fiction  in  that  list  and  not  then  in  our  library 
should  be  purchased  later.  These  cards  were  collated 
with  the  books  on  the  shelves,  and  the  books  having  cards 
were  cataloged.  Then  the  works  of  fiction  published  after 
1898  were  turned  down  on  the  shelves  and  the  author 
cards  from  the  old  catalog  sent  as  orders  to  the  Library 
of  Congress.  Cards  were  made  for  the  books  then  stand- 
ing on  the  shelves.  All  other  orders  have  been  for  recent 
accessions.  When  Library  of  Congress  cards  can  not  be 
obtained  cards  are  written  on  the  typewriters.  The  Smith 
Premier  typewriter  with  the  bi-chrome  record  ribbon  was 
furnished  with  a  narrow  steel  plate  screwed  to  the  roller. 
This  holds  the  card  firmly  and  permits  the  writing  of  a 
line  very  near  the  top.  A  small  brad  on  the  roller  is  used 
as  a  marker  for  the  placing  of  the  card,  which  by  this  device 
can  be  rapidly  and  uniformly  inserted.  Our  library  now 
receives  a  copy  of  every  card  printed  by  the  Library  of 
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Congress;  that  is,  we  have  a  complete  author  catalog  of 
all  books  for  which  the  Library  of  Congress  has  printed 
cards.  This  deposit  catalog  now  comprises  over  150,000 
cards  and  is  intended  for  public  use  as  well  as  for  that  of 
the  library  assistants.  In  ordering  cards  for  our  60,000 
volumes  of  classed  books  and  in  the  deciding  of  author 
entries,  this  catalog  will  be  most  valuable. 

Only  a  small  beginning  has  been  made  in  the  alpha- 
beting  of  these  cards,  and  arrangements  should  be  made 
to  have  this  catalog  accessible  as  soon  as  possible  in  order 
that  we  may  have  the  use  of  this  valuable  labor  and  time- 
saving  tool. 

The  cataloging  for  the  branches  is  all  done  at  the  main 
library.  The  call  number  is  a  duplicate  of  that  in  the 
main  library,  and  the  cataloging  the  same,  with  the  excep- 
tion that  extra  analytical  entries  are  sometimes  made  for 
the  branches.  Order  slips  for  the  branch  books  are  filed 
in  the  oflBcial  catalog  and  the  accession  numbers  with 
the  distinguishing  branch  mark  are  added  to  the  main 
shelf  list.  The  official  catalog  and  the  shelf  list  at  the 
main  library  contain  entries  for  all  volumes  at  the  central 
library  and  at  the  branches. 

The  Highland  Branch  Library  was  organized  before  it 
became  a  part  of  the  public  library  system.  It  possessed 
a  card  catalog  in  good  condition  for  the  classed  books 
and  also  a  shelf  list.  The  latter  unfortunately  was  on  the 
smaller  size  cards.  Two  assistants  spent  two  weeks  in 
August  in  adjusting  the  call  numbers  and  the  subject 
headings  and  in  making  a  main  entry  card  and  a  shelf 
list  card  for  the  733  works  of  non-fiction.  The  remainder 
of  the  work  and  the  revising  of  the  old  cards  will  be  done 
by  the  librarian  in  charge  of  that  branch. 

A  retrospect  of  the  past  months  impresses  us  with 

the  fact  that  we  have  been  conducting  a  small  hbrary 

training  class  rather  than  a  cataloging  department.     The 

assistants  have  cooperated  most  enthusiastically  in  the 

work  and  we  begin  the  new  year  with  a  well-organized 

department  of  faithful  workers. 

Harriet  B.  Gooch 

Head  of  Catalog  Department 
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CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT 

This  is  the  point  where  the  Ubrary  comes  into  closest  con- 
tact  with  the  public,  where  there  is  need  of  good  management 
with  capable  assistants  in  order  to  insure  quick  and  satis- 
factory service.  There  have  been  peculiar  difficulties  in 
inaugurating  this  work. 

1.  The  need  of  attempting  to  make  immediately  avail- 
able the  60,000  volumes  of  the  Polytechnic  Society,  imper- 
fectly classified  and  cataloged. 

2.  The  necessity  for  beginning  the  work  with  a  totally 
inexperienced  staff,  which  it  will  require  many  months  to 
fashion  into  the  fullest  efficiency. 

3.  The  small  number  of  books  on  the  open  shelves 
when  the  library  was  opened. 

In  default  of  the  proper  person  on  the  staff  and  under 
great  presstire  on  the  part  of  the  Board  and  the  public 
for  the  opening  of  the  library,  Miss  Freeman,  the  reference 
librarian,  consented  to  undertake  the  organization  of  this 
department.  It  was  well  done  in  spite  of  the  obstacles 
noted  above  and  remained  under  her  direction  for  two 
months.  For  keeping  record  of  books  circulated  we  have 
adopted  what  is  known  as  the  Newark  charging  system. 

In  Jime  the  assistant  librarian,  Miss  A.  V.  Pollard, 
was  placed  permanently  in  charge  of  the  circulation.  As 
librarian  of  the  Polytechnic  Society  for  many  years,  she 
acqtiired  a  familiarity  with  its  books  and  borrowers  which 
is  of  great  importance  to  her  now.  The  position  is  one 
with  large  opportunities  for  usefulness,  although  it  has 
many  disadvantages.  Where  thousands  of  people  are 
served  daily  there  is  naturally  some  criticism,  both  just 
and  unjust.  Much  of  the  latter  kind  is  due  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  old  library.  The  card  catalog  of  these  books 
is  in  one  alphabet  and  call  slips  must  be  filled  in  a  certain 
way.  The  card  catalog  of  the  new  books  and  of  old  books 
re-cataloged  is  in  another  alphabet  and  call  slips  must 
be   filled   in  another   way.    Many   people  are  averse   to 
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tising  any  card  catalog.  To  be  unfamiliar  with  catalogs 
of  whatsoever  description  and  then  to  be  required  to  look 
through  two  card  alphabets  to  find  a  book,  seems  an  impo- 
sition. If  the  book  sought  belongs  to  the  old  collection 
and  a  lengthy  search  is  reqtiired  to  produce  it  or  it  is  reported 
missing,  then  patience  may  be  severely  taxed  on  both 
sides  of  the  delivery  desk.  But  as  the  books  are  re-cata- 
loged and  the  attendants  become  more  proficient  these 
difficulties  will  all  disappear. 

Open  Shelves.  At  the  right  of  the  delivery  desk 
shelf  room  has  been  provided  for  8,000  volumes,  where 
borrowers  are  freely  admitted  through  a  turnstile  to  a 
selected  library  of  the  best  books  on  all  subjects.  Here 
the  reader  may  browse  among  the  shelves,  examine  books 
at  leisure,  and  finally  choose  one  or  more  to  be  taken  home. 
Often  he  finds  here  more  quickly  what  satisfies  his  wants, 
thus  giving  him  greater  pleasure  in  the  use  of  the  library. 
The  plan  has  an  administrative  as  well  as  educational 
value.  A  page  is  required  on  duty  constantly  to  keep 
the  books  in  order,  and  yet  the  library  saves  the  time  of 
at  least  two  assistants.  From  the  start  it  has  been  the 
most  popular  feattu^e  in  the  library.  The  number  of  books 
placed  here  was  supposed  to  be  great  enough  to  take  care 
of  the  demand  expected,  but  the  use  of  the  hbrary  from 
the  day  of  opening  has  been  so  much  greater  than  any 
expectation  that  there  have  been  times  which  threatened 
the  actual  emptying  of  the  open  shelves. 

Rules  for  Borrowers.  These  have  been  printed  in 
a  postal  sized  pamphlet  and  are  distributed  at  the  regis- 
tration desk.  They  are  few  and  simple  and  consistent 
with  the  freest  use  of  the  library.  Applications  for  library 
privileges  must  contain,  besides  name  and  address  of  appli- 
cant, his  occupation,  place  of  business  and  the  signature 
and  address  of  a  person  knowing  the  applicant.  This 
person  is  not  a  guarantor  but  a  reference.  There  is  no 
age  limit,  but  children  under  fourteen  must  have  their 
application  signed  by  parent  or  guardian  and  by  their 
teacher,  the  former  as  guarantor,  the  latter  as  reference. 
Applications  for  library  cards  are  to  be  renewed  every  five 
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years.  Liberal  provisions  are  made  for  non-residents  and 
temporary  residents. 

The  two-card  system  has  been  adopted,  one  forfiction,  one 
for  non-fiction,  allowing  two  or  more  books  at  a  time  for  two 
weeks  with  privilege  of  renewal ;  any  number  of  volumes  may 
be  drawn  for  special  study  provided  this  does  not  interfere 
with  the  needs  of  other  readers.  Only  one  work  of  fic- 
tion may  be  taken  at  a  time.  New  books  in  great  de- 
mand may  be  kept  only  seven  days,  current  periodicals 
four  days.  Summer  privileges  beginning  June  i  allow 
several  books  on  one  card  to  be  kept  imtil  September  i, 
subject  to  recall  at  borrower's  expense.  Books  may  be 
reserved  twenty-fotir  hours  for  borrowers  on  payment  of 
one  cent  for  postal  card  notice.  In  August  685  of  these 
notices  were  mailed.  The  fine  for  books  overdue  is  two  cents 
per  day. 

The  library  is  open  daily  from  9  a.  m.  to  9  p.  m.  The 
reading  room  is  open  Sundays  from  2  to  6  p.  m.  During 
June,  July  and  August  the  library  closes  at  8  p.  m.  The 
branch  libraries  open  daily  except  Sunday  at  2  p.  m. 
and  after  that  hour  observe  the  same  hours  as  the  main 
library.  On  account  of  the  heat  the  Sunday  attendance 
during  the  summer  months  was  not  large  enough  to  warrant 
Simday  opening. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  City  Health 
Officer  whereby  all  cases  of  contagious  disease  are  imme- 
diately reported  to  the  library.  Prompt  notice  is  then 
sent  for  the  disposal  of  library  books  if  there  are  any  at 
the  given  address.  Circulation  statistics  are  given  in 
Appendix  A. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

What  was  formerly  the  Assembly  Hall,  28  by  62  feet, 
has  been  so  decorated  and  furnished  as  to  make  it  the 
handsomest  room  in  the  building.  The  choicest  paintings 
of  the  Polytechnic  collection  are  himg  here;  the  shelves 
are  filled  with  files  of  reference  books  and  periodicals, 
dictionaries,   encyclopaedias,   etc.    There   is  also  a   large 


First  Annual  Report  31 

collection  of  standard  authors,  the  best  edition  in  every 
case.  These  books  do  not  circulate  and  are  thus  ahvays 
at  the  command  of  the  seeker.  The  light,  the  tables,  the 
decorum  maintained  and  the  general  tone  of  the  room 
make  it  specially  attractive  for  quiet  reading  and  study. 

The  four  alcoves  on  the  north  side  of  the  stack  room 
provide  for  the  special  student  who  may  prefer  greater 
privacy  for  more  extensive  and  thorough  research.  The 
newspaper  reading  room  is  another  adjunct  to  the  refer- 
ence department.  Here  twenty-nine  dailies  from  all  parts 
of  the  coimtry  are  kept  on  file.  Beginning  with  the  earliest 
appearance  of  the  newspapers  in  the  morning  and  lasting 
tmtil  the  library  is  closed,  nearly  all  the  seats  are  occupied. 

Miss  Marilla  W.  Freeman  is  in  charge  of  this  work. 
To  a  thorough  imiversity  and  technical  training,  she  has 
added  a  wide  experience  in  various  libraries  and  resigned 
her  position  as  head  of  the  Carnegie  Library  at  Davenport, 
Iowa,  on  accotmt  of  the  large  possibilities  here  in  this, 
her  favorite  branch.  Here  is  represented  the  scholarly 
side  of  the  library's  work.  Here  will  come  the  teacher, 
the  minister,  the  serious  student  of  every  kind.  The  col- 
lection of  ready  reference  books  is  being  rounded  out  so 
that  the  most  recent  and  accurate  information  can  be 
speedily  supplied  on  any  subject  desired.  Special  atten- 
tion is  given  to  the  preparation  of  reference  lists  for  stu- 
dents, woman's  clubs  and  busy  men.  Where  sufficient  notice 
is  given  in  advance,  additional  books  will  be  purchased  if 
necessary  to  complete  the  list.  An  extensive  work  with 
schools  is  being  planned  whereby  pupils  will  be  given  an 
opportimity  to  become  familiar  with  the  methods  and 
resources  of  the  library. 

Report  of  the  Reference  Department 

To  the  Librarian: 

With  the  valuable  foimdation  collection  for  a  reference 
department  in  the  Polytechnic  Library,  together  with  the 
additions  of  newer  works,  the  Reference  Room  now  has 
upon  its  shelves  1,413  voltmies  of  general  reference  works 
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and  1,933  volumes  of  bound  magazines.  The  collection 
of  special  editions  of  standard  authors,  for  use  in  the  library 
only,  ntmibers  thus  far  502  voltmies,  making  a  total  of 
3,763  volumes  in  the  Reference  Room.  Several  himdred 
additional  volumes  have  been  ordered  for  this  department. 
The  total  given  does  not  include  the  2,741  voltimes  of  the 
less  used  bound  magazines,  shelved  on  the  upper  floor 
of  the  stack  room,  nor  the  collection  of  public  doctiments 
and  valtiable  art  reference  works.  There  is  much  material 
in  these  collections  and  in  the  closed  stack  which  with  the 
increased  space  in  the  new  building  may  be  made  more 
conveniently  accessible  in  the  Reference  Room. 

The  bound  magazine  collection  has  been  carefully 
checked  for  wants,  and  the  work  of  completing  the  Poole 
sets  is  well  imder  way.  A  popular  and  much  used  addi- 
tion to  the  reference  collection  is  the  complete  set  of  the 
books  indexed  in  Granger's  Index  to  Poetry  and  Recita- 
tions. A  valuable  working  tool  on  technical  subjects  is 
the  International  Library  of  Technology  in  sixty-one 
volumes,  recently  added. 

There  are  on  file  in  the  reading  room  and  the  newspaper 
alcove  twenty-nine  dailies,  thirty-seven  weeklies,  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty-three  monthlies;  of  these  fourteen 
are  gifts.  The  length  of  this  list  is  limited,  in  our  tempo- 
rary quarters,  by  the  space  for  filing  periodicals,  but  in 
selection  the  attempt  has  been  made  to  meet  the  interests 
of  as  many  classes  of  readers  as  possible  and  frequent 
additions  are  made  as  new  demands  make  themselves 
known. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  the  Reading  and  Reference 
Room  for  the  four  months  from  May  5,  the  date  of  open- 
ing, to  August  31,  has  been  approximately  10,508.  This 
does  not  include  the  newspaper  readers,  as,  on  account  of 
its  location,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  have  close  super- 
vision of  the  newspaper  alcove. 

The  extent  and  range  of  the  questions  asked  daily  of 
the  reference  department  may  be  judged  from  the  follow- 
ing topics  taken  at  random  from  the  notes  of  three  days* 
work  in  August :  Geographic  distribution   of  foreign   bom 
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population  of  the  United  States;  Literary  syndicates; 
Occupations  as  affecting  health ;  Solomon's  temple ;  Climate 
of  Arizona ;  Grading  of  public  schools ;  Specific  gravity  of 
whisky ;  Sanitary  analysis  of  water ;  **  The  Fighting  Bishop' ' ; 
Piloting  on  inland  rivers ;  Fluor-spar ;  Yellow  fever ;  Kentucky 
duels  and  feuds ;  Diplomacy  and  law  of  the  Isthmian  canal ; 
Poisons  and  antidotes ;  Medical  missions ;  Analysis  of  alkali ; 
San  Jose  scale;  Haeckel  and  his  work;  Fees  for  foreign 
patents;  Cecilia  Beaux;  Socialistic  vote  of  1888;  Compara- 
tive rank  of  colleges  for  women;  Statistics  of  the  blind  in 
Kentucky;  Peace  conference  at  Portsmouth;  Land  reser- 
vations of  the  United  States. 

If  satisfactory  material  upon  a  given  subject  can  not 
be  found  in  the  library,  this  lack  is  reported  to  the  librarian 
and  the  effort  made  to  supply  the  deficiency.  Where  this 
can  not  be  done  promptly,  reference  is  given  wherever 
possible  to  some  source  from  which  the  desired  informa- 
tion may  be  secured.  Our  wish  is,  to  turn  no  one  away 
from  the  reference  department  of  the  library  without 
giving  him  either  direct  or  indirect  assistance  upon  the 
question  he  is  investigating. 

References  upon  subjects  looked  up  are  written  upon 
catalog  cards  and  filed  alphabetically  as  a  "reference 
index"  in  a  cabinet  near  the  desk.  This  is  of  value  for 
future  reference,  since  every  question,  no  matter  how 
unusual  it  may  seem,  is  quite  sure  to  come  up  again  sooner 
or  later. 

During  the  summer  some  assistance  has  been  given  to 
chibs  in  the  preparation  of  their  programs,  and  one  himdred 
and  five  reference  lists  have  been  prepared  for  clubs  and 
individuals.  These  lists  show  the  best  material  in  the 
library  uix)n  the  subject  in  hand  and  a  duplicate  copy 
of  all  such  lists  is  kept  on  file  in  the  reference  room,  thus 
making  available  for  general  use  all  work  done.  These 
lists  have  included  such  subjects  as  History  of  art,  Good 
work  in  recent  literature,  Japan,  China,  France,  and 
England,  each  subject  being  subdivided  into  a  large  number 
of  minor  topics,  such  as  the  history,  art,  literature,  religion, 
etc.,  of  the  various  countries  mentioned. 
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A  number  of  book  lists  have  been  prepared  for  pub- 
lication in  the  newspapers  and  it  is  purposed  to  give  to 
the  papers  in  future  weekly  reading  lists  on  timely  subjects. 

In  addition  to  the  use  of  reference  books  and  magazines 
in  the  library,  we  have  loaned  during  the  four  months 
reported  for  special  use  at  home  or  in  school  one  hundred 
and  thirty-one  reference  books  and  magazines. 

The  staff  of  the  reference  department  includes,  in 
addition  to  the  reference  librarian,  one  assistant  giving 
fuU  time,  and  two  assistants  each  giving  half  time  to  the 
department.  All  the  assistants  are  familiarizing  them- 
selves rapidly  with  the  resources  of  the  Ubrary  and   are 

doing  excellent  work. 

Marilla  W.  Freeman 

Head  of  Reference  Department 


CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENT 

The  educational  opportunities  in  this  field  are  so  great 
and  far-reaching  that  no  effort  will  be  spared  to  establish 
and  maintain  a  high  standard  of  excellence.  With  the 
children  lies  our  chief  hope  for  developing  the  reading 
habit  and  love  of  good  books.  Progressive  libraries  all 
over  the  coimtry  are  keenly  alive  to  this  fact  and  are 
spending  most  liberally  of  their  time  and  resources  to  give 
the  children  the  best  and  in  abundance.  It  is  impossible 
to  estimate  the  effect  of  this  policy  in  one  or  two  genera- 
tions upon  the  intelligence,  culture  and  character  of  the 
people  of  this  country. 

Strong  efforts  were  made  to  secure  the  temporary  serv- 
ices of  a  trained  and  experienced  woman  to  organize  the 
work  here,  but  wide  search  revealed  a  striking  scarcity  of 
this  class  of  librarians.  The  demand  far  exceeds  the 
supply.  Five  Ubraries  were  at  the  same  time  seeking  for 
one  young  woman  just  graduating  from  a  training  school 
for  children's  librarians. 

In  June  Miss  Adeline  Zachert,  a  teacher  of  eight  years* 
successful  experience  in  the  primary  schools  of  the  city, 
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was  elected  children's  librarian,  to  b^;in  work  September  i . 
In  special  preparation  for  her  new  duties  she  spent 
her  summer  vacation  visiting  leading  Ubraries  and  doing 
regular  work  in  one  of  the  Pittsburgh  branches.  Her 
qualifications  by  temperament  and  training  bode  well  for 
the  success  of  this  department.  It  will  be  located  in  the 
old  museum  room,  28  by  40  feet,  which  is  being  beautifully 
finished  and  thoroughly  equipped.  The  tables  and  chairs 
are  of  different  heights,  made  to  order  and  finished  in 
Flemish  oak.  The  hne  of  shelviag  on  the  four  walls  is 
broken  by  an  ample  supply  of  bulletin  boards.  The  tops 
of  the  shelves  and  the  walls  will  be  adorned  with  casts 
and  a  selection  of  first-class  pictures.  Hart's  Morning 
Glory,  a  charming  piece  of  statuary,  wiU  grace  the  comer 
for  the  smallest  readers.  About  2,500  volumes  of  the 
best  juvenile  books  have  been  purchased  and  are  being 
prepared  for  the  shelves.  A  large  collection  of  pictures 
will  be  added  and  circulated  the  same  as  books  among 
children  and  teachers.  It  has  been  a  misfortune  that  the 
work  of  this  department  has  been  so  long  delayed.  To 
judge  from  their  numerous  inquiries  the  opening  of  this 
room  in  October  will  be  a  notable  event  for  the  boys  and 
girls  of  the  city. 

BRANCH  LIBRARIES 

The  Trustees  early  recognized  that  the  extension  of 
the  library's  work  will  depend  largely  upon  the  estab- 
lishment of  branch  libraries  judiciously  located.  The 
experience  of  other  cities  shows  that  the  usefulness  of  a 
central  library,  after  a  certain  point  is  reached,  is  largely 
limited  by  geographic  conditions;  that  people  will  not 
come  from  the  suburbs  to  the  center;  that  the  hbrary 
must  go  to  the  outlying  districts. 

Branch  libraries,  while  necessary,  are,  however,  expen- 
sive to  administer  and  it  costs  nearly  as  much  to  equip 
and  maintain  one  in  the  center  of  5,000  population  as  in 
the  center  of  40,000.    Hence  the  first  consideration  in 
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locating  a  branch  should  be  the  number  of  people  whom 
it  will  serve  who  are  not  naturally  tributary  to  the  central 
library.  It  should  be  placed  where  it  will  be  most  useful. 
Applying  this  criterion  to  the  sites  which  have  been  tenta- 
tively considered,  the  Highland,  Portland,  Eighteenth  and 
Broadway,  the  South  Side,  and  Colored  Branches  have 
the  best  claims  for  consideration.  Five  such  branches 
will  involve  an  annual  cost  of  $15,000  and  in  new  build- 
ings each  one  will  ultimately  cost  $5,000  a  year. 

Certain  wide-awake  sections  of  the  city  are  showing 
commendable  zeal  in  their  efforts  to  secure  a  branch  library. 
Other  and  larger  sections  where  libraries  are  more  needed 
are  putting  forth  no  effort.  Through  the  Progressive  Club 
a  lot  has  been  presented  to  the  Board  for  the  erection  of 
a  branch  library  in  Parkland.  The  citizens  of  Crescent 
Hill  are  also  ready  to  furnish  a  site  for  this  purpose. 

In  January,  1905,  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie  offered  to  give 
$200,000  on  the  usual  conditions  for  branch  library  pur- 
poses. This  offer  was  immediately  accepted  by  the  Trus- 
tees, but  the  City  Coimcil  has  never  passed  the  resolution 
necessary  to  make  the  gift  available.  Meanwhile  the 
Trustees  can  take  no  action. 

The  present  status  of  otir  branches  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  the  Highland  Branch 

To  the  Librarian: 

In  January,  1905,  the  Highland  Branch  Free  Library, 
which  had  been  in  successful  operation  for  three  years 
and  a  half,  became  the  first  branch  of  the  Louisville  Free 
Public  Library.  It  had  donated  its  books  and  hbrary 
equipment  to  that  institution  the  previoxis  year  "in  con- 
sideration of  the  establishment,  equipment,  and  opera- 
tion of  a  branch  library  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Highland 
Free  Library  suitable  to  supply  the  need  of  the  persons 
residing  in  said  locality." 

The  vacant  store  on  the  northeast  comer  of  Baxter 
and  Highland  Avenues,  which  had  been  leased  December  i, 
was  made   attractive  and  comfortable   by   its   beautiful 


First  Annual  Report  37 

new  wall  paper,  a  cork  carpet,  brass  chandeliers  for  electric 
lights,  cherry  stained  shelving,  a  gorgeous  anthracite 
stove,  and  some  genuine  Library  Bureau  furniture  at  a 
total  cost  of  $550.  The  room  with  its  attractive  furnish* 
ings  is  much  admired  and  highly  appreciated;  and,  with 
the  exception  of  Cave  Hill  Cemetery  and  Cherokee  Park, 
is  the  most  popular  resort  in  the  Highlands. 

On  Saturday  morning,  January  7,  the  books,  number- 
ing 2,100,  seventy  having  been  worn  out  and  lost,  were 
moved  from  their  old  quarters  in  the  office  of  the  street 
car  company,  across  the  street  to  the  new  room  by  some 
athletic  students  and  the  library  was  opened  that  after- 
noon at  the  usual  hour  without  ceremony. 

The  most  notable  events  in  the  nine  months'  life  of  the 
Highland  Branch  have  been:  ist,  the  temporary  deposit 
in  this  branch  of  books  on  the  life  of  Thomas  Jefferson 
for  consultation  by  students  in  the  public  schools  who 
were  writing  essays  for  the  prizes  offered  by  the  Jefferson 
Monument  ftmd ;  2nd,  the  children's  story  hour  held  every 
Saturday  afternoon  at  five  o'clock  to  induce  children 
from  six  to  twelve  years  of  age  to  become  interested  in  a 
good  class  of  literature;  3rd,  a  short  call  from  two  of  the 
Library  Trustees;  and  4th,  the  encouraging  words  and 
smile  of  the  chief  librarian. 

The  patronage  from  the  people  in  this  locality,  especially 
from  girls  who  are  employed  during  the  day,  is  large  in 
proportion  to  the  ntmiber  of  books,  there  being  2,440 
books  in  the  room  and  not  less  than  500  of  them 
in  constant  circulation. 

The  magazines  in  their  red  covers  are  one  of  our  most 
attractive  features,  the  most  popular  of  which  are  the 
Scientific  American  and  St.  Nicholas. 

We  have  recently  had  printed  lists  of  books  called 
** Stories  that  men  like"  and  "Books  for  girls,"  which 
are  of  great  assistance  to  those  who  are  not  familiar  with 
our  books  and  find  it  difficult  to  make  a  selection.  We 
hope  soon  to  have  lists  for  each  grade  in  the  schools,  and 
also  lists  on  special  subjects. 

Subscriptions  are  now  being  made  for  the  purchase 
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of  a  lot  suitable  for  a  new  building,  and  we  hope  during 
the  next  month  to  have  the  desired  amount,  $5,000,  sub- 
scribed, and  some  time  during  the  coming  year  to  see  our 
new  building  begun,  if  not  completed. 

Respectfully  submitted 

Mary  B.  Pratt 

Branch  Librarian 

Cdottd  Branch 

One  of  the  first  subjects  ever  considered  by  the  Trustees 
was  the  establishment  of  a  separate  library  for  the  40,000 
colored  people  of  the  city.  After  considerable  difficulty 
three  rooms  on  the  first  floor  of  a  private  hotise  were  rented 
at  1 125  West  Chestnut  Street.  Alterations  and  furnish- 
ings are  now  in  progress.  Neither  trouble  nor  expense 
will  be  spared  in  equipping  this  Ubrary  as  it  will  be  more 
than  a  branch.  As  soon  as  a  thousand  volumes  are  ready 
for  circulation  it  will  be  opened,  which  will  be  about  the 
middle  of  September.  A  lot  has  been  purchased  on  the 
southwest  comer  of  Tenth  and  Chestnut  Streets  on  which 
a  permanent  building  is  to  be  erected. 

Portland  Branch 

No  steps  have  been  taken  to  secure  a  site,  but  ample 
temporary  quarters  have  been  rented  in  a  large  store-room 
at  Twenty-sixth  and  Portland  Avenue.  Shelving  and 
other  furnishings  will  be  completed  in  a  short  time;  the 
first  order  of  books  has  been  received  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  branch  may  be  ready  for  work  in  November. 


During  a  period  of  illness  the  librarian  had  the  per- 
sonal assistance  of  Mr.  J.  I.  Wyer,  Jr.,  Librarian  of  the 
University  of  Nebraska  and  Secretary  of  the  American 
Library  Association.  His  help  was  invaluable  in  a  trying 
time  and  the  library  is  indebted  to  him  for  some  excellent 
features. 
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The  Trustees  have  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  opera- 
tions and  advancement  of  the  library.  Whatever  success 
has  been  attained  has  been  made  possible  by  their  wisdom 
and  liberality.  For  their  courtesy  and  forbearance  and 
for  the  manifestations  of  interest  from  the  many  friends 
of  the  institution  the  librarian  is  deeply  grateful. 

Respectfully  submitted 

William  P.  Yust 

Librarian 
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CIRCULATION  STATISTICS 
Jiljain  Library 


General  Works  . . . 

Philoaophy 

ReUgioQ 

Sociology 

Philology 

Sdenoe 

Useful  Arts 

Fine  Arts 

Literature 

History..... 

Travel 

Biography 

Fiction 

Foreign  Books 

Current  Periodicals 

Total 

Daily  Average 


May 


7 
47 
43 

125 

6 

no 

40 

119 

324 
271 

112 

218 

7,498 
6 

102 


9,028 
429 


Jttn« 


9 

79 

73 
142 

10 

138 
100 

168 

429 

260 

197 
282 

10,409 

30 
191 


12,517 
481 


July 


106 

79 
170 

4 
156 
103 
170 

431 
301 

224 

308 

12,169 

60 

265 


I4»548 
582 


Angtttc 


10 

93 

98 

188 

8 

219 

"7 
181 

420 

271 

251 

277 
13.262 

37 
338 


15,770 
584 


Total 


28 

325 

293 
625 

28 

623 

360 

638 

1,604 

1,103 

784 

1,085 

43,338 

133 
896 


Percent- 
age 


51,863 
519 


,006 
006 
.0x2 


,012 

007 
.013 
.031 
.021 

015 
.02 

836 

,003 

,017 
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APPENIXX  A-Coolittiwd 

Highland  Branch 

Circulatioii  Statistics  for  Biglit  Months,  January  i  to  August  31, 1905 


Jan. 

Feb. 

I«ar. 

6 

I 
6 

23 

I 

28 
10 

3 

63 
122 

18 

34 
2,107 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Ang. 

3 

4 

24 

37 

3 

18 

18 

23 

37 

63 

31 
28 

1,938 

Total 

Pef: 

omt- 
age 

General  Woiics 

2 

4 
26 

II 
10 

74 
202 

6 

200 

91 

67 

356 

637 
187 
280 

15,721 

Philosophy  . . . 

2 

9 
46 

17 
29 

3 

5 

17 

Religion 

Sociology 

Philoloey 

2 
15 

7 

9 

2 

15 
8 

3 

43 
120 

20 

39 
1,872 

.004 
.Oil 

Science 

Useful  Arts  . . . 

Fine  Arts 

Literature 

Ttavel 

Biography 

I'lction 

30 
6 

3 
36 
46 
12 

40 
1,709 

29 

4 

2 

40 
98 
U 
29 
1.945 
2,193 
84 

27 
16 

15 
60 

90 

31 
52 

2,397 

30 
18 
10 

34 
46 
28 
26 
1,955 

23 
II 

8 

43 
52 

33 
32 
1,798 

.oil 

005 

.003 

.02 

.036 

.010 

.016 

.88 

Total..... 
Daily  Average 

1.899 
73 

2,138 
89 

2,422 
89 

2,745 
100 

2,193 
84 

2,025 
78 

2,227 
82 

17.842 
85 
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APPENDIX  D 

Guitributors  to  Fund  for  Buildhig  Site 

Louisviu«s  CouRiSR- Journal  Co $2,500  00 

Edward  R.  Ferguson 1,000  00 

N.  M.  Uri 1,000  00 

Charlbs  F.  Oraingbr 500  00 

J.  B.  Spssd ., 1,000  00 

Harry  Wbissingbr 500  00 

Thsodors  Harris 100  00 

O.  W.  Norton 500  00 

Frsd  H08RTZ 100  00 

C.  C.  Msngsl 250  00 

National  Biscuit  Co too  00 

W.  E.  Chbss 100  00 

Kbnnsth  McDonald 25  00 

Wm.  Shryock 25  00 

J.  W.  Gaulbbrt 500  00 

Geo.  Gaulbbrt 500  00 

Capt.  W.  F.  Norton 500  00 

Sam  Culbbrtson 100  00 

Aaron  Kohn 100  00 

Jas.  E.  Borland 100  00 

Louis  Sbblbach 100  00 

Jambs  Ross  Todd 100  00 

John  T.  Williams 200  00 

"A  Fribnd" f 100  00 

Allbn  Hitb 100  00 

RoBBRT  W.  Brown 100  00 

Shackblpord  Millbr 50  00 

JOSBPH  McWiLUAMS lOO  OO 

J.  A.  OUCHTBRLONY 250  OO 

Arthur  G.  Langham loo  oo 

E.  L.  PowBLL 100  00 

S.  ZORN 100  00 

OWBN  TyLBR 100  00 

P.  S.  Walsh 50  oo 

Ex.  Norton  (N.  Y.) 25  00 

John  Colbman 250  00 

W.  J.  Abram 100  00 

BiscoB  Hindman 100  00 

R.  W.  Bingham 50  00 

Chas.  B.  Norton 100  00 

W.  W.  Davibs 50  00 
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APPENDIX  D-Gontiaifcd 

Paul  C.  Barth $50  00 

W.  H.  ^AUGHTSR,  Jr 100  00 

John  M.  Ssttls 50  00 

Dr.  M.  K.  Allsn 50  00 

Chas.  C.  Voot 100  00 

"A  Frisnd"  (B.  H.  Y.) 200  00 

M.  J.  Du^FY 100  00 

A.  N.  Struck 100  00 

AsHSR  G.  Caruth 100  00 

Kaufman,  Straus  &  Co 200  00 

I.  F.  Whitssidss 100  00 

I                       R,  E.  Wathbn  &  Co 100  00 

I                       T&Eo.  Ahrbns,  Jr 100  00 

!                       Ahrsns  &  Ott  Mpg.  Co loo  00 

I                       Basil  Dobrhobfbr 3iOoo  00 

W.  L.  Wbllbr  &  Sons 100  00 

j                        D.  M.  GooDWYN 50  00 

W.  W.  HiT« 100  00 

W.  L.  Wbllbr,  Jr 50  00 

Prank  Bray 100  00 

D.  Mbschbndorf 50  00 

John  W.  Barr,  Jr 100  00 

HSRMAN  Straus 100  00 

jbssb  moorb-hunt  co 50  co 

Dr.  T.  H.  Bakbr 25  00 

J.  A.  Lbathbrs 5  00 

Total $16,905  00 
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APPBNDDCE 

Gifts 

Volumes    Pamphlets 

Alsxandsr,  Rbv.  Gross 2  2 

Alward  &Co I 

Bbrba  (Ky.)  C0LL8GB I 

Blatz,  Anna  W i 

Brown,  R.  W 2 

Carnbgib  Library,  Pittsburgh 3 

Cawein,  Madison  J 13 

Chickbrino  &  Sons i 

City  of  Louisvillb 2 

cottbr,  josbph  s 2 

Dalrymflb,  Mrs.  J  3 

durrbtt,  r.  t i 

Enblow,  H.  G.,  and 10 

Adlbr,  C.  L.  Lbvy,  H. 

Bbrnhbdc,  I.  W.  M0S8S,  J.  E. 

Bu>CK,  N.  I.  Sachs,  B. 

Kahn,  E.  M.  Sachs,  M.  A. 

Levy,  F.  Uri,  N.  M. 

FiNCK,  Bbrt 2 

PiSHBACK,  A.  C 4 

Puck,  L.  P i 

Gbographical  Survby I 

Halusck,  Prop.  R.  P i 

Haydon,  Mrs.  D 800 

Hbady,  Morrison 5 

Highland  Prbb  Library 2172 

HowBix,  W.  O I 

Johnson,  Miss i 

Kansas  City  Public  Library i 

Lindsay,  D.  W  2 

McCarthy,  Mrs.  T.  W i 

McClbllan,  G.  M 2 

Mbssbnobr,  Liluan  R 4 

MoRSB,  L.  D I 

Nbw  Orleans  Historical  Society i 

New  Orleans  Picayune i 

Patterson-Davenport  School i 

Scott,  C.  P i 

Schuyler,  P.  L i 

Sheltman  Publishing  Co 3 

Sherman,  C.  E i 

Smithsonian  Institute 1 

Stevens,  C.  E i 

Taylor,  A.  R.  &  Co i 

Union  Press 2 

University  of  Chicago i 

University  of  Cincinnati i 

Wilson,  H.  W i 

Young,  Col.  Bennett  H 74 

YusT,  Wm.  F 14  1 


First  Annual  Report 


49 


APPENDIX  F 


Periodicals  Received  Resfularly 


Amateur  Work 

American  Architect  &  Building  News 

American  Boy 

American  Cathotic  Quarterly  Re- 
view 

American  Geographical  Society  Bul- 
letin 

American  Historical  Review 

American  Homes  &  Gardens 

American  Journal  of  Science 

American  Journal  of  Sociology 

American  Journal  of  Theology 

American  Law  Review 

A.  L.  A.  Book  List 

American  Naturalist 

American  Statistical  Association 
Publications 

Annals  of  American  Academy  of 
Political  and  Social  Science 

Architectural  Record 

Arena 

Army  and  Navy  Register 

Art  Journal 

Athenseum 

Atlantic  Monthly 

Babyhood 

Biblical  World 

Birds  and  Nature 

Blackwood's  Magazine 

Booklover's  Magazine 
fBook  Buyer 

Bookman 

British  Weekly 

Brush  and  Pencil 

Canadian  Magazine 

Cassier's  Magazine 

Century  Magazine 

Chautauquan 
fChristian  Herald 
tChristian  Observer 
jChristian  Science  Journal 
jChristian  Science  Sentinel 

Collier's  Weekly 
fColorado  Graphic 

Commons 

Confederate  Veteran 

Contemporary  Review 

Cosmopolitan  Magazine 

Countiy  Calendar 

Country  Life  in  America 

Craftsman 

Critic 

Cumulative  Book  Index 

Cumulative  Book  Review  Digest 

Current  Literatture 

Delineator 


Deutsche  Rundschau 

Dial 

Eclectic  Magazine 

Edinburgh  Review 

Education 

Educational  Review 

Electrical  World  &  Engineer 

Elementary  School  Teacher 

Engineering  &  Mining  Journal 

Engineering  Magazine 

Engineering  News 

English  Illustrated  Magazine 

Etude 

Everybody's  Magazine 
t Parmer's  Home  Journal 

Fliegende  Blaetter 

Fortnightly  Review 

Forum 

Gartenlaube 

Gentleman's  Magazine 

Geographical  Journal 

Good  Government 

Good  Housekeeping 

Harper's  Bazar 

Harper's  Monthly 

Harper's  Weekly 

Harvard  Graduates'  Magazine 
fHerald  of  the  Cross 

House  Beautiful 

Illustrated  London  News 

Independent 

International  Quarterly 

International  Studio 

Johns  Hopkins'  University  Studies 
oumal  of  American  Folk-Lore 

Journal  of  Franklin  Institute 
t Journal  of  Outdoor  Life 

Judge 

Kentucky  Law  Reporter 

Kindergarten  Magazine 

Ladies'  Home  Jotunal 

Leslie's  Weekly 

Library  Index 

Library  Journal 

Life 

Lippincott's  Magazine 

Literary  Di^st 

Littell's  Livmg  Age 

Little  Folks 

London  Graphic 

London  Quarterly  Review 

Louisiana  Planter 
•  Lyceumite 
'  Masonic  Home  Journal 

McClure's  Ma^;azine 

Manual  Trainmg  Magazine 


tOifti 


50 


Louisville  Free  Public  Library 


APPENDIX  F— Contfatued 


Masters  in  Art 

Masters  in  Music 

Missionary  Review  of  the  World 

Munsey's  Ma^;azine 

Musical  Conner 

Nation 

National  Magazine 

National  Review 

Nature 
fNew  Century  Path 

New  England  Historical  and  Genea- 
logical Register 

New  England  Magazine 

Nineteenth  Century 

North  American  Review 

Outing 

Outlook 

Out  West 

Overland  Monthly 
tPatent  Office  Gazette 

Pedagogical  Seminary 

Philosophical  Review 

Political  Science  Quarterly 

Popular  Astronomy 

Popular  Science  Monthly 

Power 

Psychological  Review 

Public  Libraries 

Public  Opinion 

Publishers'  Weekly 

Puck 

Punch 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics 

Quarterly  Review 

Readers'  Guide  to  Periodical  Liter- 
ature 
fReader  Magazine 

Records  of  the  Past 

Review  of  Reviews 

Revue  des  Deux  Mondes 

St.  Nicholas 

Saturday  Evening  Post 

Saturday  Review 

School  Review 

Science 

Scientific  American 

Scientific  American  Supplement 

Scottish  American 

Scribner's  Magazine 

Sewanee  Review 


tShelby  Sentinel 

Smart  Set 
tSouthem  Farm  Gazette 

Spectator 
tSpencer  Courier 
tSuggestion 

Sunday  School  Times 

Ueber  Land  und  Meer 
tWestem  Recorder 

Westminster  Review 

William  &  Mary  College  Quarterly 

Work  with  Boys 

World  To-day 

World's  Work 

Youth's  Companion 


Newspapers 


Atlanta  Constitution 

Boston  Transcript 

Bnx>klyn  Eagle 

Chicago  Record-Herald 

Cincinnati  Enquirer 
tCleveland  Citizen 

Cleveland  Plaindealer 

Houston  Post 

Indianapolis  News 

Kansas  City  Star 

Kansas  City  Times-Star 
fKnoxville  Sentinel 
tLouisville  Anzeiger 
tLouisviUe  Courier- Journal 
tLouisville  Herald 
tLouisville  Post 
tLouisville  Times 

Memphis  Commercial-Appeal 

New  Orleans  Democrat 

New  York  Herald 

New  York  Times 

Philadelphia  Public  Ledger 

Pittsburg  Post 

Richmond  Times-Despatch 

Rocky  Mountain  News 

St.  Louis  Globe-Democrat 

St.  Paul  Pioneer  Press 

San  Francisco  Chronicle 

Sprin^eld  RepubUcan 

Washigton  Star 


tOifts 


ft  (7- 


t       /       ;  / 


Second  Annual  Report 


OP  THE  /■;  \  \ 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 


OP  THE 


Lauisvilk-Free  Public  Ubraiy 


rORTHB 


Year  Ejiding  August  31 
1906 


\ 


Louisville   Free   Public  Library 
'    Louisville^  Kentucky 

1906 


r. 


\ 


Second  Annual  Report 


OP  THE 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 


OP  Tin 


Louisville  Free  Public  Library 


PORTm 


Year  Ending  August  31 
1906 


Louisville  Free   Public  Library 
Louisville,  Kentucky 
1906 


gJBCOtiEQfi^ 


APR    1  1907 

•SgWDGE, 

^6 


CONTENTS 

PAGS 

Trustees  and  officers  4 

Libraries,  location  and  hours o 

Library  staff 7 

President's  report 9 

Treasurer's  report    X5 

Auditor's  report ♦ 17 

Librarian's  report 18 

Order  department   28 

Catalog  department 35 

Circulation  department 41 

Reference  department 45 

Children's  department 51 

Branches 55 

Appendix; 

A   Attendance  statistics 66 

B   Circulation  statistics  67 

C    Book  and  bindinj^  statistics 73 

D  Accession  statistics   74 

E   Catalog  statistics  75 

P   Gifts 76 

G    Periodicals  and  newspapers  78 

H  New  building  floor  plans 81 

I     Highland  branch  floor  plans 84 

J    Colored  branch  floor  plans 86 


ILLUSTRATIONS 

FACING  PAG8 

Children's  room   52 

Children's  room   54 

Portland  branch    58 

Colored  branch 64 


LOUISVILLE  FREE  PUBUC  LIBRARY 

Authorized  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Kentucky,  act  approved  21  March  1902;  estab- 
lished by  resolution  of  the  General  Council  of  the  City  of 
Louisville  12  April  1902;  consolidated  with  the  Louisville 
Public  Library  of  the  Polytechnic  Society  of  Kentucky 
under  act  of  the  General  Assembly  approved  16  March 
1902,  contract  signed  i  November  1904. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

Ez-Ofiido^  Term  Ezphcs  November  1909 
Paul  C.  Barth,  Mayor  of  Louisville 

Term  Expires  April  t907 

Edgar  Y.  Mullins  Edward  L.  Powbll 

Arthur  M.  Rutledge 

Term  Expires  April  1908 

Robert  W.  Brown  *Chester  A.  Mayer 

Bennett  H.  Young 

Term  Expires  April  1909 

Donald  Macphbrson  John  Stitbs 

Nathan  M.  Uri 

Term  Expires  April  19(0 

Reuben  Post  Halleck  Arthur  G.  Langham 

Owen  Tyler 

^Appointed  18  November  1965  to  succeed  Dr.  J.  A.  Oucfaterlony  who 
died  9  October  1905 


OFFICERS 

President Paul  C.  Barth 

Vice-President       Bennett  H.  Young 

Secretary    Robert  W.  Brown 

Treasurer John  Stites 

Ezcciftirc  Coflimfttee 

s 

John  Stites  Robert  W.  Brown 

Owen  Tyler 

Bttfldingf  Committee 

Owen  Tyler  Edgar  Y.  Mullins 

Arthur  G.  Langham  Arthur  M.  Rutledge 

Finance  Committee 

John  Stites  Edward  L.  Powell 

Chester  A.  Mayer  Nathan  M.  Uri 

library  Committee 

i  Robert  W.  Brown  Donald  Macpherson 

I  Reuben  Post  Halleck  Bennett  H.  Young 


The  President  of  the  Board  is  ex-offido  a  member  of  every  committee. 
The  Trustees  meet  regularly  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  each  month. 


THE  LIBRARIES 

Location  and  hours 

Main  Library,  533-549  Fourth  Avenue,  Fifth  Floor 

Opened  5  May  1905 
Hours :    9  a.  m.  to  9  p.  m.  week  days,  2  to  6  p.  m.  Sundays 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

To  the  General  Council  of  ike  City  of  Louisville: 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public 
Library  has  the  honor  to  submit  its  second  annual  report 
for  the  year  ending  31  August  1906. 

It  is  a  real  pleasure  to  transmit  to  you  this  account  of 
one  of  our  youngest  institutions  which  has  in  a  very  short 
time  attained  a  very  prominent  position  in  the  affairs  of  the 
city.  Having  been  opened  to  the  public  in  May  1905,  it 
has  now  been  in  operation  only  16  months ;  and  yet  the  at- 
tendance during  the  past  12  months  has  been  523,479.  Of 
these  20,799  have  become  regular  members  of  the  library 
by  obtaining  the  necessary  cards  permitting  them  to  draw 
books.  Under  this  permission  320,793  volumes  have  been 
circulated  among  o\ir  people.  This  record  takes  no  accotmt 
of  the  vast  and  valuable  amount  of  work  done  in  various 
departments  where  it  is  impossible  to  keep  statistics.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  the  Main  Library  where  most 
of  this  work  is  done  is  located  in  a  department  store  build- 
ing on  the  fifth  floor  to  which  all  of  its  patrons  have  to  be 
carried  by  an  elevator.  The  splendid  results  attained 
under  these  adverse  circumstances  are  the  strongest  proof 
that  the  institution  is  filling  a  long-felt  want,  that  it  meets 
with  the  approval  of  our  people  and  that  still  greater  things 
may  be  expected  of  it  in  the  new  building. 

The  importance  of  such  an  institution  to  the  education 
and  culture  of  our  city  cannot  be  expressed  in  words  and 
figures.  The  work  of  education  and  mental  development 
begun  in  the  schools  is  unfortunately  cut  short  in  the  case 
of  too  many  boys  and  girls  by  the  financial  needs  of  the 
family  or  the  imperative  demands  of  ou;*  strenuous  commer- 
cial life.  Under  these  conditions,  supplementing  as  it  does 
the  work  of  the  schools  at  every  step  and  providing  the 
best  means  for  continuing  their  education  at  home  throtigh 
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life,  the  Free  Public  Library  is  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word 
the  people's  tiniversity. 

The  entire  expenditure  for  the  maintenance  of  the  library 
during  the  year  was  $54,471.91.  The  city  tax  levy  of  three 
mills  on  the  dollar  for  library  purposes  yielded  $42,912.92. 
The  rest  of  the  sum  expended  was  received  as  rent  from 
the  Fourth  street  building  which  is  owned  by  the  library. 
There  were  also  some  minor  receipts  from  fines,  lost  books, 
&c.  as  shown  in  the  report  of  the  Treasurer.  A  portion  of 
the  amount  spent  was  for  equipment,  ftimishing  &c.  which 
does  not  constitute  a  r^^lar  annual  expense.  The  heating 
bill  is  greatly  increased  because  to  heat  the  library  nights 
and  Sundays  it  is  necessary  to  heat  the  entire  building  on 
all  the  five  floors  below.  When  all  such  facts  are  taken  into 
consideration  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Trustees  have  exer- 
cised economy  in  their  use  of  the  library  funds. 

The  new  library  building  is  a  subject  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary interest.  The  work  of  construction  has  been  subject 
to  the  usual  delays  incident  to  any  undertaking  of  similar 
magnitude.  At  present  it  is  progressing  as  rapidty  as  can  be 
expected  tinder  the  circumstances.  The  contractor's  agree- 
ment calls  for  its  completion  in  April  1907 ;  if  this  is  fulfilled 
the  new  library  will  probably  be  ready  for  occupancy  the 
latter  part  of  the  coming  summer. 

The  plans  for  the  building  have  been  worked  out  under 
the  direction  of  the  leading  experts  of  the  country.  They 
aim  to  meet  the  requirements  of  a  library  that  will  be  com- 
mensurate with  the  needs  of  a  great  city.  Although  utility 
is  the  chief  consideration  in  its  construction,  it  will  not  be 
architect\irally  lacking  in  the  essential  elements  that  make 
for  culture  and  refinement.  When  it  is  completed  our 
people  may  rest  assured  that  it  will  rank  among  the  fore- 
most of  its  kind,  a  splendid  addition  to  our  educational 
system. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  expended  on  it  $78,853.38, 
all  of  which  was  advanced  by  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie  on  ac- 
count of  his  donation  of  $250,000  to  the  city. 
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The  event  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  library 
during  the  year  was  the  acceptance  by  your  Honorable 
Body  of  the  offer  of  Mr.  Carnegie  to  provide  funds  for  the 
erection  of  branch  libraries.  After  the  first  gift  of  Mr. 
Carnegie  had  been  accepted  efforts  were  made  to  secure 
an  additional  amount  for  museum  purposes.  In  the  letter 
declining  to  increase  the  gift  for  this  purpose  the  subject 
of  branch  libraries  was  mentioned  as  one  more  likely  to  en- 
list the  favor  of  the  great  philanthropist.  In  accordance 
with  this  suggestion  a  map  of  the  city  was  made  and  sent 
to  Mr.  Carnegie;  it  contained  a  tentative  outline  of  the 
intended  location  of  branch  buildings  and  the  number  of 
people  to  be  served  by  each.  As  a  result  of  these  nego- 
tiations the  following  letter  was  received : 

Mr.  Carnegie's  Letter 

New  York,  January  4th,  1905 
Hon.  Charles  F.  Grainger,  Mayor,  Louisville,  Ky. 

My  dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  December  31st  has  been 
duly  considered.  It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  provide  money 
fpr  the  erection  of  the  Eight  Branch  Libraries  you  propose 
as  likely  to  be  needed  in  the  future,  say  Two  Hundred  Thou- 
sand Dollars,  which  is  an  average  of  Twenty-five  Thousand 
Dollars  per  Library.  This  is  based  upon  your  statement 
that  the  City  will  maintain  these  Libraries,  with  the  Central 
Library,  at  a  cost  of  not  less  than  Forty-five  Thousand 
Dollars  a  year,  and  provide  sites  for  the  buildings. 

It  is  with  deep  satisfaction  that  I  hear  from  you  that 
there  is  great  public  interest  in  the  Library  system  among 
your  citizens.  I  can  think  of  no  surer  indication  than  this 
that  the  people  of  the  City  of  Louisville  are  determined  to 
keep  abreast  of  their  age  and  make  both  for  themselves  and 
for  their  City  a  reputation  worthy  of  one  of  the  leading  cit- 
ies in  our  Country.     In  this  good  work  I  wish  them  godspeed. 

Very  truly  yours 

Andrew  Carnegie 
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This  annoiincement  was  received  with  grateful  apprecia- 
tion and  enthusiasm  by  the  Trustees.  Just  a  year  later 
the  offer  was  officially  accepted  by  the  city  in  the  following 
action  referring  to  the  above  letter : 

Resolution  op  the  General  Council 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  General  Council  of  the  City  of  Louis- 
ville, 

That  the  offer  contained  in  said  letter  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  accepted  by  the  City  of  Louisville,  upon  the  terms 
and  conditions  prescribed  therein;  and  that  the  Mayor  be 
authorized  to  deliver  duly  attested  copies  of  this  resolution 
both  to  Mr.  Carnegie  and  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Free  Public  Library  of  this  City. 

Geo.  F.  Allen  C  B.  C.        Sam'l  S.  Blitz  P.  B.  C. 
J.  Geo.  Miller  C.  B,  A,      Owen  Tyler  P.  B.  A. 

• 

Paul  C.  Barth  Mayor 
Approved  Jan.  31,  1906 

The  Trustees  adopted  the  policy  of  requiring  the  citizens 
in  their  respective  localities  to  furnish  sites  for  these  branch 
buildings.  The  readiness  with  which  these  sites  have  been 
provided  and  the  eagerness  with  which  each  locality  has 
pressed  its  claim  is  another  evidence  of  how  thoroughly 
the  library  idea  has  taken  hold  of  o\ir  people.  In  the  High- 
lands a  site  costing  $4,000  has  been  presented  and  the  erec- 
tion of  a  $25,000  building  will  begin  next  month.  Parkland 
citizens  have  provided  a  $2,000  site  on  which  a  $20,000 
building  has  been  authorized.  For  the  Colored  Branch 
the  Board  purchased  a  site  for  $3,105.  Detailed  drawings 
for  a  $25,000  building  are  almost  completed.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  for  the  purchase  of  sites  in  Germantown 
and  Crescent  Hill.  Vigorous  efforts  to  the  same  end  are 
being  made  in  Portland.  For  a  site  in  South  Louisville  one 
of  our  leading  railway  companies  has  promised  a  contribu- 
tion of  several  thousand  dollars. 

These  buildings  have  not  in  all  cases  been  located  in 
centers  of  the  greatest  usefulness,  that  is,  where  they  would 
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serve  the  largest  number  but  in  several  instances  where 
the  greatest  zeal  was  shown  by  citizens  in  securing  sites. 
The  final  result  is  sure  to  show  a  lack  of  adherence  to  a  sys- 
tematic plan.  The  same  is  true  with  regard  to  the  time 
when  the  buildings  are  to  be  erected.  A  definite  policy 
should  be  outlined  giving  their  approximate  location  and 
the  order  in  which  they  are  to  be  built.  The  necessary 
funds  for  the  completion,  opening  and  operation  of  these 
branches  should  have  the  most  serious  consideration.  Be- 
fore any  building  is  erected  full  provision  should  be  made 
for  its  equipment  and  maintenance. 

Last  Apwil  the  term  of  service  of  three  members  of  this 
Board  expired,  Messrs.  R.  P.  Halleck,  Arthur  G.  Langham 
and  Owen  Tyler.  In  accordance  with  a  wise  policy  they 
were  all  three  reappointed  for  four  years  by  me  as  Mayor 
of  the  city.  The  only  change  in  the  personnel  of  the  Board 
was  caused  by  the  death  in  October  1905  of  Dr.  John  A. 
Ouchterlony,  who  had  served  since  the  organization  of  the 
library  in  1902.  The  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  is 
best  expressed  by  the  following  resolution: 

'*  The  Trustees  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library, 
having  been  informed  of  the  death  of  Dr.  John  Arvid 
Ouchterlony,  long  a  member  of  the  board,  express  their 
profound  sorrow  and  sincere  grief  at  the  death  of  one 
whose  learning  was  so  broad,  whose  public  spirit  so 
deep  and  whose  culture  was  recognized  at  home  and 
abroad  and  who  did  everything  required  to  meet  the 
demand  and  measure  of  public  want  in  this  institution, 
with  untiring  energy  and  imflagging  zeal. 

The  Board  regrets  that  it  will  be  deprived  of  his 
wise  counsel,  his  able  advice  and  great  enthusiasm  in 
library  work,  and  as  an  expression  of  its  sorrow  and 
r^ret  places  on  record  this  testimonial  to  his  worth 
and  value,  and  directs  that  a  page  of  the  minutes  of 
the  institution  be  set  apart  for  this  action,  and  that  a 
copy  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  the  papers 
of  the  city  of  Louisville  for  publication." 

To  this  vacancy  Mayor  Charles  F.  Grainger  in  November 
appointed  Dr.  Chester  A.  Mayer. 
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The  Trustees  have  given  freely  and  faithfully  of  their 
time  and  thought  for  the  advancement  of  the  institution. 
Various  questions  connected  with  the  beginning  of  such 
an  tmdertaking  have  necessarily  made  heavy  demands  on 
the  attention  of  various  officers  and  committees.  They 
have  responded  with  admirable  readiness  and  regularity. 
The  city  is  to  be  congratulated  on  being  able  to  conmiand 
the  honorary  services  of  such  representative  men.  Their 
aims  and  ideals  are  reflected  in  the  personnel  of  the  library 
staff  and  in  the  general  standard  of  efficiency  of  every  depart- 
ment. 

Herewith  submitted  are  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer, 
the  Auditor  and  the  Librarian.  They  are  replete  with 
interesting  and  encouraging  details  which  merit  the  perusal 
of  every  thoughtful  citizen.  They  will  prove  beyond  a 
doubt  that  in  no  city  has  more  been  accomplished  in  so 
brief  a  period  through  the  agency  of  a  free  public  library. 

Respectfully  submitted 

Paul  C.  Barth 
President  of  Board  of  Trustees 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 

Louisville,  Ky.,  September  i,  1906 

Hon.  Paul  C.  Barth,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library. 

Dear  Sir:  As  Treasurer  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public 
Library  I  would  respectfully  report  that  during  the  cur- 
rent year  I  have  received  the  following  sums : 

Cash  on  hand,  Sept.  i,  1905 $12,205  97 

Prom  the  City  of  Louisville  in  tax  levy  accounts 

Year  1902 I176  25 

1903 843  40 

1904. .' i»i30  20 

1905 4*236  23 

1906 36,526  84 

42,9"  92 

Rent    Kaufman,  Straus  Co.     12  months  $1,833.33 

per  month $21,999  96 

Miller  8c  Bohannon 134  58 

H.  H.  Baumeister 15  00 

Consolidated  Bill  Posting  Co 20  00 

22,169  54 

Sundries    From  fines   1,431  25 

Refund  from  Louisville  Gas  Co    40 

Kaufman,     Straus     Co.     on     sprinkling 

equipment  (error) 276  84 

1,708  49 

Book  account    Prom  H.  H.  Staddeker 36  00 

For  Lost  books 54  30 

90  30 

Andrew  Carnegie  81,000  00 

Bills  payable 5,000  00 

Total    $165,087  22 

DiSBURSBMBNTS 

Books  and  periodicals $12,594  97 

Pilcher  &  Tacfaau 1,931  14 

Salaries    24,522  x  i 

Bxpoises    (See  below) 9, 1 19  29 

Binding  2,308  32 

lAghtf  heat  and  power    2,351  75 

Building  account   76,922  24 

Insurance i,59i  02 

Interest 9,945  47 

Furmture  &  fixtures   2,261  29 

Bills  pa^^able 5,000  00 

John  Peirce  Co.  refunded  deposit   5,000  00 

Balance  cash  in  bank    1 1,539  62 

Total    $165,087  22 

August  salaries  due  September  i,  1906 $2,080  75 

August  bills         "  "  I,  1906 2,569  14 

Due  Building  fund 2,929  97 

Total    $7,579  86 

Actual  balance $3,959  76 

Balance  cash  in  bank    $1  x,539  62 

John  Stites,  Treasurer 
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ExpBNSB  Account  Itsmizbd 

Building  repairs  and  alterations   ^3,305 

Supplies  and  printing   

Telephone  

Rent 

Sunday  and  holiday  service 

Extra  ianitor  service    

Extra  heat    

Transportation 

Binding  

Postage   

Louisville  Public  Library 

Miscellaneous   


S3»305 

26 

1.996 

II 

205 

20 

941 

00 

327 

50 

143 

70 

57 1 

62 

171 

00 

230 

55 

135 

00 

276  84 

815 

51 

$9,119  29 

Summary  of  Expbnditurss  1  Ssptbmbbr  1006  10 

81  August  1906 

Total  disbursements    $165,087  22 

Pilcher  &  Tachau $ii93i  14 

Building  account  76,922  24 

Interest   9,945  47 

Bills  pa^ble 5,000  00 

John  Peirce  Co 5>ooo  00 

Louisville  Public  Library 276  84 

Balance  cash  in  bank    i if 539  62 

110,615  31 


Cost  of  maintenance   $54>47 191 

Expenses  op  Branches  for  year  ending  31  August  1006 


HlgUand  Bfanch 

Books $956  89 

Salaries 

Assistants   ifi40  00 

Janitors 120  00 

Furniture 27  90 

Supplies 12  10 

Insurance    15  20 

Telephone  18  00 

Light  and  heat 91  24 

Rent 390  00 

Miscellaneous   13  80 


Poftbad  Bfaadk 


62,785  13 


Books 

Salaries 

Assistants   

Janitors 

Repairs    

Furniture 

Building  equipment 

Supplies 

Insurance    

Telephone  

Light  and  heat 

Rent 

Miscellaneous   


Colored  Brancfi 

Books $1*4^5  31 

Salaries 

Assistants    935  00 

Janitors   105  00 

Repairs    3  00 

Furniture 241  05 

Building  equipment 122  85 

Supplies 43  95 

Insurance    10  00 

Light  and  heat 50  00 

Tdephone   18  90 

Rent 311  00 

Miscellaneous  2  00 


$1,458  09 

663  20 
76  15 
10  50 

288  13 

217  60 
32  05 
27  00 
12  00 
42  90 

240  00 
19  50 

$3,087  12 


$3,328  06 
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REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITOR 

Louisville,  Ky.,  September  15,  1906 

Hon.  Paul  C.  Barth,    President    Louisville    Free    Public 
Library. 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  we 
desire  to  report  that  our  Mr.  Turner  has  made  a  complete 
examination  of  the  books  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public 
Library,  examining  the  receipts  and  disbursements  for 
the  fiscal  year  September  i,  1905,  to  August  31,  1906. 
The  receipts  from  the  City  of  Louisville,  taxes  collected, 
were  compared  with  the  bcioks  of  the  Controller  and  Treas- 
urer of  the  City  of  Louisville  and  agreed.  The  rents, 
fines,  and  collections  for  lost  books  corresponded,  the 
gross  amount  being  deposited  to  the  credit  of  your  Treas- 
urer in  the  National  Bank  of  Kentucky,  which  was  verified. 
The  disbursements  of  your  Treasurer  are  made  by  authority 
of  vouchers.  These  vouchers  were  compared  with  the 
entries  on  the  Cash  book,  the  Check  book  stubs  as  well 
as  the  checks  and  all  agreed.  The  balance  as  exhibited 
by  your  Treasurer's  books,  namely,  $11,539.62  is  correct. 
The  bank  pass  book  however  exhibits  an  excess  balance 
of  $1,147.49.  This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  there 
were  five  checks  issued  that  had  not  been  presented  to 
the  bank  for  pajrment,  the  five  checks  amoimting  to  same. 

The  Petty  cash  expenditures  at  the  library  were  also 
checked  and  found  to  be  correct,  there  being  a  balance  of 
$57.26  the  first  of  September. 

We  congratulate  the  library  on  having  such  efficient 
officers  and  have  only  one  suggestion  to  make,  namely, 
the  opening  of  additional  accoimts  which  we  are  now 
considering  with  yo\ir  librarian  and  bookkeeper. 

Yotars  respectfully 

Turner,  Harris  &  Spencer 
Public  Accountants  &  Auditors 
By  Thos.  E.  Turner 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 

To  THE  Board  op  Trustees  op  the  Louisville  Free 
Public  Library. 

Gentlemen:  Your  librarian  herewith  submits  his  second 
annual  report  for  the  year  ending  31  August  1906. 

As  the  Ubrary  was  opened  to  the  public  in  May  1905, 
this  report  is  the  first  one  to  cover  a  full  year's  operations. 
It  has  been  a  time  of  strenuous  activity  in  every  depart- 
ment. To  the  opening  of  the  Highland  Branch  in  January 
and  the  Main  Library  in  May  were  added  the  Colored 
Branch  in  September,  the  Children's  Department  in  October 
and  the  Portland  Branch  in  December,  making  five  open- 
ings in  1905. 

This  record  appears  the  more  noteworthy  when  it  is 
considered  that  the  problem  involved  not  simply  the  buy- 
ing of  new  books  and  preparing  them  for  circulation  but 
also  the  reorganizing  of  an  old  library  of  60,000  volumes, 
rearranging  the  rooms,  recataloging  the  books  and  at  the 
same  time  keeping  them  accessible  to  the  public,  adopt- 
ing the  assistants  of  the  old  Ubrary  and  teaching  them 
new  methods  as  well  as  adding  without  examination  over 
a  score  of  untrained  members  to  the  staff  and  initiating 
them  in  the  necessary  technicalities.  At  the  same  time 
plans  for  several  buildings  have  called  for  careful  and 
constant  attention. 

Under  the  circumstances  the  above  list  of  openings 
implies  a  rapidity  of  movement  that  seems  inconsistent 
with  thoroughness.  Although  care  was  exercised  not  to 
sacrifice  quality  for  speed,  a  resulting  disadvantage  was 
inevitable.  No  one  can  do  his  best  work  tmder  continual 
pressure.  Until  the  opening  of  the  Portland  Branch  the 
amoimt  of  work  that  was  clamoring  for  discharge  in  the 
Order  and  Catalog  departments  kept  up  a  tension  that 
could  not  be  permanently  endtired.  Since  then  conditions 
have  greatly  improved.  The  people  are  gradually  learning 
that  a  new  branch  cannot  be  started  in  a  single  night  and 
that  it  will  require  years  to  catalog  the  Polytechnic  collection. 
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• 
Finances.    The     amount    spent    for    maintenance    is 

$54,471.91,   of  which  $9,200.31   was  for  three  branches, 

Highland  Branch  $2,785.13,   Portland  Branch  $3,087.12, 

Colored  Branch  $3,328.06.     In  the  case  of  the  last  two, 

neither  of  which  has  been  in  operation  a  full  year,  part  of 

the  cost  was  for  equipment.    These  amounts  for  the  branches 

do  not  include  the  cost  of  work  done  for  them  at  the  Main 

Library,  especially  in  the  Order  and  Catalog  departments. 

The  library  owns  the  building  of  which  it  occupies  the 
fifth  floor  and  rents  the  floors  below.  It  paid  during  the 
year  $9,945.47  interest  on  mortgages  against  this  build- 
ing. The  cost  of  maintenance  plus  this  interest  amounts 
to  $64,417.38.  Of  this*  sum  $42,912.92  was  received  from  the 
city  under  a  three  mill  tax  levy  and  the  remainder  from 
rents,  fines  &c.  as  shown  in  the  report  of  the  Treasurer. 

Payments  to  architects  and  contractors  on  the  new 
building  amotmt  to  $78,853.38  for  the  year,  all  of  which 
was  received  from  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie.  The  method 
of  paying  all  bills  and  the  system  of  accounts  are  described 
tmder  the  head  of  Order  Department. 

New  Building.  Work  on  the  new  building  is  pro- 
gressing rapidly  at  present.  The  site  is  240  by  420  feet 
between  Third  and  Fourth  streets,  with  the  long  side 
fronting  on  York  street.  The  main  part  of  the  building 
facing  York  street  is  273  by  42  feet,  the  rear  part  77  by 
73  feet,  giving  a  total  depth  of  119  feet.  The  floor  plans 
are  reproduced  with  some  modifications  since  last  year 
in  Appendix  H. 

The  general  outline  of  the  building  is  the  trefoil  or  T 
shaped  arrangement,  two  stories  and  basement,  built  of 
Bowling  Green  sandstone  in  Louis  XVI  style  of  architec- 
ture. The  public  rooms  are  all  in  front;  in  the  rear,  or 
base  of  the  T,  is  the  stack  room  five  tiers  high  with  admin- 
istration rooms  around  it  on  the  main  and  basement  floors. 
In  front  the  west  wing  of  the  basement  will  be  occupied 
by  an  assembly  room  and  several  service  rooms,  the  east 
wing  by  a  newspaper  reading  room  and  unassigned  space 
well  adapted  for  public   documents,    storage  and   other 
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ptirposes.  In  the  center  of  the  basement  is  the  fan  room. 
On  the  main  floor  the  entire  west  wing  38  by  98  feet  will 
be  devoted  to  open  shelves,  the  east  wing  same  size  to 
reading  and  reference.  On  the  second  floor  the  children's 
room  38  by  88  feet  will  be  located  in  the  west  wing  and 
class  rooms  and  art  books  in  the  east  wing.  In  the  center 
of  the  building  between  these  two  wings  is  the  delivery 
room  extending  from  the  first  floor  up  through  the  second. 
Above  it  and  forming  a  small  third  story  is  a  space  for 
museum  material. 

The  stack  of  five  floors,  each  40  by  56  feet  is  imme- 
diately behind  the  delivery  room.  On  the  basement  floor 
west  of  these  stacks  will  be  the  bindery,  north  of  them 
place  for  receipts  and  storage,  east  of  them  staff  rooms. 
On  the  main  floor  west  of  the  stacks  will  be  the  librarian's 
room  and  other  offices,  north  of  them  the  Order  Depart- 
ment, east  of  them  the  Catalog  Department.  The  first 
three  floors  of  stacks  are  to  be  lighted  through  these  admin- 
istration rooms  in  which  the  windows  are  specially  large. 
The  stacks  will  hold  200,000  volumes,  the  open  shelves 
20,000,  the  reference  and  children's  rooms  each  10,000, 
which  with  other  available  space  will  easily  provide  a 
total  capacity  of  300,000  volumes. 

A  ten  year  contract  has  been  made  with  the  Weissinger 
Gaulbert  Company  to  furnish  steam  heat  and  electric  light 
from  their  apartment  house  plant  located  in  the  same 
block,  thus  dispensing  with  a  plant  for  this  purpose  on 
the  library  premises. 

A  special  committee  has  been  appointed  in  charge  of 
the  furnishings  to  ensure  systematic  and  harmonious 
results  in  this  important  detail. 

Groimd  was  broken  19  August  1905.  The  comer  stone 
was  laid  with  fitting  ceremony  8  May  1906.  The  con- 
tractor's agreement  calls  for  the  completion  of  the  build- 
ing in  April  1907  and  the  indications  are  that  his  part  of 
the  work  will  be  finished  on  time. 

The  Highland,  Colored  and  Parkland  branch  buildings 
are  treated  under  the  head  of  branches.     These  in  addition 
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to  the  Main  building  have  made  heavy  demands  on  the 
time  of  the  Btiilding  Committee  and  especially  on  the 
Chairman. 

Staff.  The  staff  has  been  increased  by  four,  making 
a  total  of  36,  not  including  three  pages,  an  elevator  man, 
two  janitors  at  the  Main  Library,  and  one  at  each  of  the 
three  branches.  The  additions  were  one  assistant  in  the 
Children's  Department,  two  in  the  Catalog  Department  to 
replace  one  transferred  to  the  Portland  Branch  and  one 
resigned ;  one  other  was  appointed  in  the  Portland  Branch 
and  one  in  the  Colored  Branch.  The  last  mentioned  has 
served  uninterruptedly  since  the  day  of  opening,  but  has 
not  yet  received  a  definite  appointment  from  the  Board. 
There  has  been  one  resignation,  Miss  Elizabeth  L.  Parker, 
from  the  Catalog  Department,  who  is  succeeded  by  Miss 
Maude  Tracy. 

With  few  exceptions  the  health  of  the  employees  has 
been  good.  The  Trustees  in  May  generously  and  wisely 
voted  to  allow  the  staff  members  a  half  holiday  weekly 
instead  of  biweekly  during  June,  July  and  August.  Experi- 
ence  justifies  the  belief  then  expressed  that  under  this 
arrangement  fully  as  much  work  would  be  accomplished 
and  the  spirit  of  the  staff  improved,  resulting  altogether 
in  a  distinct  gain  to  the  institution. 

The  library  was  officially  represented  by  the  librarian 
at  the  Inter  State  Library  Conference  in  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
and  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation at  Narragansett  Pier,  Rhode  Island;  and  by  the 
children's  librarian  at  the  Cincinnati  Library  Institute. 
The  reference  librarian  and  the  head  cataloger  also  attended 
the  A.  L.  A.  meeting.  Eleven  members  of  the  staff  visited 
one  or  more  libraries  in  other  states.  The  librarian 
addressed  various  clubs  and  organizations  in  the  city  on 
the  work  of  the  library  and  lectured  to  the  library  school 
of  Winona  Institute,  Indianapolis,  on  library  buildings. 

Regular  instruction  in  library  economy  was  given  to 
a  class  of  20,  which  met  for  an  hour  once  a  week  during  the 
winter  months.    The  attendance  was  entirely  voluntary, 
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thus  bringing  together  especially  those  with  ambition  for 
improvement.  Twenty-eight  of  these  class  meetings  were 
conducted,  one  by  the  librarian  on  the  organization  of  the 
library  and  book  selecting  and  buying,  nine  on  cataloging 
and  1 8  on  reference  books  by  the  heads  of  these  two  depart- 
ments as  shown  in  their  reports.  By  assigning  problems 
and  emphasizing  the  importance  of  public  service  these 
lectures  were  made  thoroughly  practical.  Some  of  the 
processes  of  book  making  were  made  clear  through  a  visit 
to  a  leading  bindery.  Most  of  our  assistants  came  to  us 
without  any  knowledge  of  library  methods.  This  course 
was  of  great  value  in  giving  them  a  better  insight  into  the 
organization  of  the  library,  the  importance  and  interde- 
pendence of  the  various  departments  and  the  need  of 
hearty  cooperation  between  them.  It  has  brought  the 
staff  members  into  closer  touch  and  sympathy  with  one 
another.  The  result  is  increased  interest  and  efficiency 
in  their  own  special  work  and  a  broader  view  and  more 
intelligent  grasp  of  the  purpose  and  methods  of  the  library 
as  a  whole. 

During  July  and  August  Miss  Sadie  C.  Doyle  and  Miss 
Jessie  M.  Taylor  from  the  circulation  and  Miss  Helen 
Lanius  from  the  cataloging  force  attended  the  six  weeks 
summer  course  given  at  Madison  by  the  Wisconsin  Free 
Library  Commission.  For  this  purpose  they  were  granted 
an  additional  three  weeks  vacation  with  salary.  This 
action  will  assuredly  prove  a  paying  investment  both  for 
the  library  and  for  the  assistants,  who  have  returned  with 
increased  enthusiasm  and  improved  equipment  for  work. 

In  the  method  of  selecting  assistants  there  is  still  room 
for  improvement.  Of  the  large  number  who  feel  themselves 
called  to  the  service  the  library  can  give  an  actual  trial 
to  only  a  few  to  ascertain  something  about  their  fitness. 
This  practice  occasionally  proves  a  sore  trial  for  the  library 
on  accoimt  of  mistakes  that  must  be  rectified.  An  exami- 
nation would  eliminate  all  impossible  candidates  and  end 
the  importunity  that  consumes  the  time  of  the  librarian 
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and  of  the  Trustees.  The  remedy  is  a  simple  system  of 
civil  service. 

Sunday  Opening.  From  the  b^^mning  the  Main  Library 
has  been  open  Sundays  from  2  to  6  for  reading  and  refer- 
ence. February  18  on  receipt  of  a  petition  from  readers 
and  several  commtmications  including  a  resolution  from 
the  General  Council  all  the  branches  were  opened  from 
2  to  9  on  Sunday.  Residents  of  the  Highlands  immediately 
petitioned  to  have  their  branch  closed  at  6  o'clock,  to  which 
the  Trustees  acceded.  Since  then  the  average  attendance 
there  has  been  16.  The  average  at  the  Colored  Branch 
was  18  per  Stmday,  13  from  2  to  6  and  only  5  from  6  to 
9.  There  is  evidently  small  demand  for  Sunday  night 
opening  among  the  colored  people.  The  Portland  Branch 
has  averaged  22  from  2  to  6  and  18  from  6  to  9,  almost 
41  per  Sunday.  Most  of  the  patrons  there  are  boys,  some 
of  them  real  denizens  of  the  streets.  They  may  not  read 
much,  but  the  influence  of  the  library  is  infinitely  better 
than  that  of  the  alley.  This  is  the  only  branch  however 
where  Stmday  opening  has  thus  far  proved  worth  while. 

At  the  Main  Library  the  Stmday  attendance  from  2 
to  6  has  varied  from  16  in  August  to  185  in  February,  an 
average  of  90  per  Stmday  for  the  fiscal  year.  It  has  been 
deemed  inexpedient  to  extend  these  hotirs  because  the 
present  temporary  qtaarters  are  so  arranged  that  in  heating 
the  library  it  is  necessary  to  heat  the  entire  four  floors  of 
the  department  store  below.  This  would  make  the  addi- 
tional cost  of  heat,  light  &c.  greater  than  the  results  would 
justify.  The  attendance  is  gradually  increasing  however 
and  may  become  large  enough  in  the  fall  to  warrant  longer 
hours. 

The  wisdom  of  Sunday  opening  is  not  in  question,  but 
it  should  be  less  a  problem  of  Sabbath  observance  than  of 
the  economic  use  of  ftmds.  A  report  on  this  subject  was 
transmitted  to  the  General  Cotmcil  by  the  Library  Com- 
mittee in  June.  The  libraries  should  be  open,  but  only 
where  there  is  sufficient  demand.     If  this  principle  were 
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followed,  Portland  would  be  the  only  branch  open 
on  Sunday. 

Publicity.  Keeping  people  informed  on  the  resources 
and  activities  of  the  library  is  a  potent  method  of  increas- 
ing its  usefulness.  This  is  advertising,  which  brings  results 
in  the  library  as  well  as  in  the  commercial  world.  From 
time  to  time  lists  of  new  accessions  and  lists  on  special 
topics  have  been  sent  to  the  newspapers  some  of  which 
print  them  in  excellent  form,  thereby  rendering  valuable 
service  to  their  own  patrons  as  well  as  to  those  of  the 
library  and  to  the  institution  itself.  In  addition  much 
credit  is  due  to  all  the  local  papers  for  their  numerous 
items  of  library  news.  More  extensive  articles  appeared 
during  1906  in  the  Courier  Journal  April  8  and  12,  May  9 
and  August  1 2 ;  in  the  Herald  January  4,  March  4  and  May 
8  and  9;  in  the  Post  May  9;  in  the  Times  March  10,  May 
9,  Jtme  20  and  August  4. 

The  publication  of  a  monthly  bulletin  is  contemplated 
to  begin  next  January.  It  will  contain  lists  of  new  books 
added,  special  reading  lists  and  items  of  information  for 
the  public  and  will  be  distributed  free. 

Inventory.  During  July  and  August  an  inventory 
was  taken  of  books  in  the  branches  and  in  the  Open  Shelves 
at  Central,  that  being  the  only  part  of  the  Main  Library 
having  a  complete  shelf  list.  At  Main  the  missing  books 
consist  of  16  volumes  of  non-fiction  and  75  of  fiction. 
All  but  15  of  the  latter  are  old  Polytechnic  books  most  of 
which  were  probably  worn  out  and  removed  from  circula- 
tion before  the  discarding  of  books  was  properly  system- 
atized. Probably  a  large  portion  of  them  will  be  accounted 
for  eventually.  The  total  number  of  books  missing  on 
account  of  public  access  is  very  small. 

At  the  branches  all  books  are  on  open  shelves.  High- 
land reports  only  two  books  not  accounted  for,  Portland 
four.  Colored  three.  These  are  remarkable  records  and 
give  ample  evidence  that  there  is  practically  no  danger 
of  loss  of  books  there  on  account  of  the  fuUest  and  freest 
access  to  them  on  the  part  of  readers. 
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Polytechnic  Society.  In  accordance  with  the  contract 
which  merged  the  Louisville  Public  Library  into  the  Louis- 
ville Free  Public  Library  a  room  20  by  25  feet  in  size  was 
set  apart  for  the  exclusive  use  of  members  of  the  Polytechnic 
Society.  The  society  has  a  membership  of  150,  of  which 
14  are  life  members.  The  room  is  handsomely  ftimished 
and  makes  a  very  comfortable  and  cozy  retreat  for  its  mem- 
bers. In  addition  to  a  few  reference  books  it  contains 
27  current  periodicals  and  11  current  newspapers  most 
of  which  are  duplicates  of  those  in  the  main  reading  room. 

Chess  Club.  The  Louisville  Chess  Club  has  a  mem- 
bership of  20.  For  a  number  of  years  it  had  been  quar- 
tered in  the  small  room  adjoining  what  was  formerly  the 
museum.  When  the  latter  was  converted  into  the  children's 
room  it  soon  became  evident  that  the  chess  room  was  needed 
to  properly  round  out  that  department.  On  presentation 
of  the  case  the  club  readily  exchanged  its  room  for  two 
alcoves  north  of  the  book  stacks,  where  it  now  has  improved 
quarters. 

Museum.  The  library's  museum  material  has  remained 
stored  for  want  of  room  suitable  for  its  exhibition.  A  few 
minor  additions  to  it  are  recorded  in  the  gift  list  tmder 
Appendix  F.  Some  of  the  Indian  articles  have  been  dis- 
played to  advantage  in  connection  with  the  children's 
work  and  others  such  as  the  Daniel  Boone  relics  during 
Home  Coming  Week.  The  valuable  statues  of  Hebe  and 
Venus  have  been  removed  to  places  where  they  are  less 
in  danger  of  injury  through  accident  or  vandalism. 

Department  lor  the  Blind.  In  December  1905  a  peti- 
tion was  received  from  54  blind  citizens  asking  the  library 
to  provide  a  department  for  them.  Attention  was  directed 
to  the  fact  that  Louisville  has  the  Kentucky  Institute  for 
the  Education  of  the  Blind,  and  is  the  center  for  the  pub- 
lication of  embossed  literature.  This  request  came  from 
people  who  are  entitled  to  the  special  consideration  which 
the  request  received.  It  was  decided  however  to  defer 
the  establishment  of  such  a  department  until  better  accom- 
modation could  be  provided  in  the  new  building. 
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Medical  Defwrtment.  The  subject  of  a  separate  medi- 
cal department  has  come  up  for  consideration  several 
times,  once  in  the  form*  of  a  request  f|pm  physicians  that 
the  library  anntially  subscribe  for  and  bind  $125  worth  of 
medical  magazines.  The  leading  libraries  of  the  country 
have  in  most  cases  abandoned  all  efforts  of  this  kind. 
Even  where  the  experiment  has  been  tried  for  years  the 
consensus  of  advice  is  against  the  organization  of  such 
departments.  Unless  a  special  fund  is  supplied  for  this 
purpose  the  public  library  can  afford  to  do  for  the  physicians 
only  as  much  as  it  does  for  ministers,  lawyers,  architects 
and  other  professions. 

In  April  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  Jefferson  County 
was  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  building 
and  acquiring  medical  books  for  members  of  the  profession 
of  Jeflferson  County.  Some  of  the  leading  doctors  of  the 
city  are  among  the  incorporators.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  movement  will  succeed ;  it  is  the  best  possible  solution 
of  this  problem  and  has  the  hearty  endorsement  of  the 
public  library  Trustees. 

Louisville  Libraries.  Although  numerous  efforts  hereto- 
fore made  to  establish  a  free  library  in  Louisville  have  been 
unsuccessful,  books  have  nevertheless  been  accumulating. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  largest  of  these  collections  was 
that  of  the  Polytechnic  Society,  which  was  merged  into 
the  present  free  library.  The  next  in  size,  containing  at 
least  50,000  volumes,  is  the  private  collection  of  Col.  R. 
T.  Durrett,  which  is  rich  in  Kentuckiana,  western  history 
and  other  subjects. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  the  largest 
of  this  denomination  in  the  United  States,  has  a  handsome 
and  well  arranged  library  building  and  over  25,000  vol- 
umes. It  is  forming  a  special  collection  of  Baptist  history 
in  Kentucky  and  has  considerable  material  on  Baptist 
history  in  the  southern  states.  It  has  a  yearly  appropria- 
tion of  $1,000  for  new  books.  The  Presbyterian  Theo- 
logical Seminary  has  just  moved  its  18,000  volumes  into 
a  beautiful  new  building  costing  $35,000. 
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The  Louisville  Law  Library  has  10,000  volumes  and  is 
quartered  in  the  Jefferson  County  Court  House.  It  is 
maintained  by  the  initiation  and  annual  fees  of  the  Law 
Library  Association,  which  has  140  members  to  whom 
the  library  is  free.  The  Male  High  School  contains  4,500 
voltunes. 

The  Kentucky  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
has  1,500  volumes  in  embossed  print.  There  is  connected 
with  it  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  the 
only  national  establishment  of  its  kind  in  the  United 
States.  It  expends  annually  over  $20,000  for  printing 
books,  $10,000  of  which  is  contributed  by  the  United  States 
government  under  the  act  creating  a  permanent  trust  ftmd 
to  promote  the  education  of  the  blind. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Louisville  has  made  a  good 
beginning  toward  becoming  a  library  as  well  as  a  commer- 
cial center.  Initial  steps  have  been  taken  to  arrange  a 
system  of  cooperation  between  these  libraries  in  order 
that  needless  duplicating  of  books  and  efforts  may  be 
avoided. 

Kentucky  Libraries,  During  the  year  the  librarian  has 
through  personal  visits  and  correspondence  come  into  com- 
mtmication  with  numerous  libraries  in  different  parts  of 
the  state.  Requests  for  information,  books  and  other 
assistance  have  been  cheerfully  met.  It  has  been  a  pleasure 
in  this  way  to  widen  the  library's  sphere  of  influence.  It 
has  also  suggested  the  need  of  bringing  the  libraries  of 
the  state  into  closer  mutual  relations.  They  could  be  of 
much  help  to  one  another  as  well  as  to  communities  in  want 
of  library  advantages.  A  society  including  librarians  and 
trustees  and  any  others  interested  could  do  much  toward 
promoting  the  library  interests  of  the  state.  Such  associa- 
tions now  exist  in  33  states.  Some  of  them  are  performing 
a  magnificent  service.  Kentucky  should  be  added  to  this 
list.  During  the  coming  year  efforts  will  be  made  to  effect 
such  an  organization. 
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ORDER  DEPARTMEPTT 

The  records  of  this  department  show  a  very  busy  year. 
It  has  had  to  provide  not  only  for  the  Main  Library  and 
one  branch  reported  last  year  but  also  for  the  equipment 
of  two  new  branches.  Greater  facility  has  been  developed 
in  using  the  tools  of  the  trade.  Improvements  have  been 
made  in  the  departmental  routine,  resulting  in  greater  speed 
and  neater  and  more  accurate  work. 

It  has  become  evident  that  supplies  may  be  a  source 
of  waste  unless  they  are  guarded  before,  on  and  after  their 
receipt.  It  requires  attention  and  judgment  to  determine 
whether  they  are  really  needed,  to  place  the  order  to  the  best 
advantage,  to  see  that  the  articles  are  correctly  billed, 
properly  delivered  and  finally  to  maintain  such  an  over- 
sight of  the  stock  room  and  so  to  administer  a  system  of 
distribution  that  actual  needs  will  be  supplied  and  waste 
prevented.  Bills  from  even  the  best  firms  need  watch- 
ing. A  statement  of  the  full  number  is  impossible  but 
there  are  153  recorded  ovenAarges  and  errors  in  discount 
and  addition  since  January  1905  amounting  to  $394  for 
which  credits  were  received. 

The  watchfulness  of  this  department  is  a  guarantee  of 
economy  in  both  buying  and  distributing.  It  deserves 
credit  not  only  for  many  bargains  of  advantage  to  the  library 
but  also  for  the  best  obtainable  discounts  on  current 
publications.  The  fact  that  90  per  cent  of  the  book  pur- 
chases were  made  in  Louisville  has  merit  only  in  connection 
with  the  assurance  that  the  prices  paid  were  as  low  as  could 
be  obtained  anywhere.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  library  to 
patronize  the  local  market  whenever  it  can  furnish  the 
best  goods  at  the  best  rates. 

Report  ci  the  Order  Department 

To  the  Librarian: 

This  report  covers  all  work  for  the  year  beginning  i 
September  1905  and  ending  31  August  1906  including 
August  bills  paid  in  September. 
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There  were  ordered  during  the  year  8,710  vohimes, 
862  pamphlets,  403  periodicals  and  all  supplies  for  the  Main 
Library  and  Branches;  there  were  prepared  and  delivered 
to  the  contractors  5,528  volumes  for  binding  and  rebinding. 

There  were  received  by  purchase  during  the  year  9,042 
volumes  costing  $9,489.54,  680  pamphlets  costing  $55,341 
pictures,  music,  etc.,  costing  $106.86;  paid  subscriptions 
were  entered  for  322  periodicals  (240  Main  Library,  29 
Colored  Branch,  28  Highland  Branch,  25  Portland  Branch) 
and  31  newspapers  (29  Main  Library,  one  Highland  Branch, 
one  Portland  Branch)  costing  $1,030.08 ;  there  were  received 
from  the  contractors  696  volumes  binding  costing  $635.10 
and  4,317  volumes  rebinding  costing  $1,705.25. 

Of  the  binding  765  volumes  were  magazines,  some 
bound  and  some  rebotmd  to  fill  Poole  sets  for  the  Main 
Library,  costing  $688.50,  49  volumes  rebinding  for  the 
Colored  Branch  costing  $20.58,  230  voltmies  rebinding  for 
the  Highland  Branch  costing  $96.60,  15  volumes  rebinding 
for  the  Portland  Branch  costing  $6.30.  The  balance  was 
for  rebinding  and  relettering  volumes  from  the  Polytechnic 
Society  collection  and  for  rebinding  worn  and  later  addi- 
tions to  the  Main  Library. 

Desk  supplies  and  printing  cost  $2,073.60,  repairs  and 
furniture  $4,928.71.  The  latter  includes  several  large 
payments  on  alterations  of  the  main  building  before  the 
new  library  was  opened. 

In  addition  to  purchases  the  library  received  by  gift 
1,414  volumes  and  1,265  pamphlets,  making  a  total  of 
10,456  volumes  and  1,945  pamphlets  received  during  the 
year.  It  has  received  by  gift  47  periodicals  (37  Main  Lib- 
rary, 10  Colored  Branch,  and  27  newspapers,  15  Main  Lib- 
rary, four  Colored  Branch,  four  Highland  Branch,  four 
Portland  Branch)  making  a  total  of  369  periodicals  and  58 
newspapers  received  during  the  year.  In  addition  the 
Main  Library  received  as  gifts  26  bulletins  and  eight  mis- 
cellaneous gifts.     See  Appendixes  F  and  G. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  accession  books  of  the 
Main     Library    and   branches    13,269    volumes     costing 
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$12,562.73,  divided  as  follows:  Main  Library  8,854  vol- 
umes costing  $8,662.44;  Colored  Branch  1,668  volumes 
costing  $1,485.31;  Highland  Branch  1,007  volumes  costing 
$956.89;  Portland  Branch  1,740  volumes  costing  $1,458.09, 
making  total  nximber  accessioned  to  31  August  1906  in 
Main  Library  and  branches  83,722  volumes. 

The  last  number  in  Polytechnic  Society  accession  book 
at  date  of  merger  was  58,729 ;  to  this  have  been  added  dur- 
ing the  year  84  volumes  discovered  unaccessioned,  making 
total  in  Polytechnic  Society  accession  books  58,813  volumes. 
From  date  of  merger  to  31  August  1905  there  were  acces- 
sioned in  Main  Library  6,978  volumes;  to  31  August  1906, 
8,854  volumes,  making  74,645  volumes.  From  this  must 
be  deducted  304  volumes  discarded  during  the  year  leaving 
the  total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Main  Library  74,341. 

Accessioned  to  31  August  1905  in  Colored  Branch  1,132 
volumes  and  1,668  volumes  added  to  ji  August  1906, 
making  total  2,800  volumes.  From  this  must  be  deducted 
three  volumes  discarded  during  the  year,  leaving  the  total 
number  of  volumes  in  Colored  Branch  2,797. 

The  last  number  in  Highland  Public  Library  accession 
book  at  date  of  merger  was  2,169.  To  this  were  added  to 
31  August  1905,  721  voltimes  plus  1,007  volumes  added  to 
3 1  August  1906,  making  total  3,897  volumes.  From  thismust 
be  deducted  200  volumes  discarded  during  the  year,  leav- 
ing the  total  ntmiber  of  volumes  in  Highland  Branch  3,697. 

Accessioned  to  31  August  1905  in  Portland  Branch 
640  volumes  plus  1,740  volumes  added  to  31  August  1906, 
making  total  2,380  volumes.  From  this  must  be  deducted 
one  volume  discarded  during  the  year,  leaving  the  total 
number  of  volumes  in  Portland  Branch  2,379. 

This  makes  total  number  of  volumes  accessioned  to  31 
August  1906  in  Main  Library  and  branches  83,722.  From 
this  must  be  deducted  508  volumes  discarded  during  the 
year,  making  the  total  number  of  volumes  in  Main  Library 
and  branches  83,214. 

From  the  book  fund,  amoimting  to  $13,347.17,  we  spent 
$9,976.74  for  books,  pamphlets,  pictures,  etc.     After  deduct- 
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ing  what  was  spent  for  magazines  picked  up  to  fill  in  Poole 
sets,  which  are  not  obtainable  in  the  city,  also  the  amotint 
paid  for  Library  of  Congress  cards,  and  a  few  other  pick 
ups,  the  remainder  amotmting  to  about  90  per  cent  of  the 
whole  was  spent  in  Louisville. 

Our  subscription  list  of  periodicals  and  newspapers 
amounting  to  $1,030.08  excepting  a  few  library  journals 
was  awarded  to  a  Louisville  firm.  The  contracts  for  bind- 
ing for  the  year  amounting  to  $2,340.35  were  given  to  local 
firms  and  the  work  done  in  the  city.  The  sum  spent  for 
office  supplies  and  printing  amounting  to  $2,073.60,  except- 
ing an  amount  for  library  requisites  which  were  not  ob- 
tainable in  the  city,  was  divided  between  local  firms  at 
wholesale  prices. 

The  work  of  the  department  has  increased;  but  we  are 
able  to  take  care  of  it  with  the  present  force,  which  has 
become  more  efficient  as  the  work  has  grown.  But  for 
improvement  of  the  department  three  changes  are  suggested : 
i)  Reduce  time  spent  in  collating  for  orders  by  having  but 
one  stop  of  order  slip  between  '*  Ordered"  drawer  and  official 
catalog;  2)  Have  all  mechanical  work  on  accessions  done 
before  they  leave  this  department;  3)  Avoid  double  hand- 
ling of  books  for  binding,  etc.,  by  delivering  them  to  this 
department  direct  from  Circulation  Department  and 
branches. 

The  table  of  books  and  binding  is  given  in  Appendix  C, 
accessions  in  Appendix  D,  gifts  in  Appendix  P  and  periodi- 
cals in  Ai)pendix  G. 

Geo.  T.  Sbttle 

Head  of  Order  Department 

Accounts.  The  library  accounts  are  kept  in  the  office 
of  the  Treasurer,  who  serves  without  pay  but  has  a  salaried 
book  keeper.  Beginning  September  i  voucher  checks  are 
to  be  used  in  payment  of  bills,  all  of  which  are  kept  on  file 
in  the  Order  Department.  Vouchers  are  made  out  monthly 
and  signed  by  the  head  of  that  department,  by  the  librarian 
and  by  the  chairman  of  the  proper  committee,  approved 
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and  ordered  paid  by  the  Board  at  monthly  meeting,  signed 
by  the  Treasurer,  countersigned  by  the  President  and  re- 
turned to  the  library  for  mailing.  Dtiring  all  of  these  stages 
the  original  bill  remains  attached  to  the  voucher.  Before 
they  are  separated  and  the  voucher  mailed  it  is  recorded 
in  the  voucher  book.  From  this  the  items  are  posted  in  a 
ledger  and  a  monthly  sunmiary  made  for  reference  in  order 
that  expenditures  may  be  kept  within  the  allowance.  The 
voucher  book  ruled  in  columns  is  to  be  abandoned  on  account 
of  the  impossibility  of  opening  new  accounts  as  occasion 
requires. 

The  voucher  when  mailed  contains  a  list  of  items  covered 
and  the  signature  of  five  persons  officially  connected  with 
the  library.  When  properly  endorsed  it  becomes  a  check 
on  the  bank  which  is  the  depository  of  the  library  funds. 
Prom  there  it  returns  to  the  Treasurer  as  his  receipt.  Some 
banks  object  to  this  form  of  check  but  it  is  well  adapted 
to  the  needs  of  a  public  institution  which  desires  to  guar- 
antee thorough  scrutiny  of  all  bills  before  payment  and  the 
return  of  a  receipt  after  payment. 

Expenditures  are  classified  as  follows  with  subdivisions 
under  various  heads  and  a  separate  accotmt  for  each  branch : 
Books,  Building  and  grounds.  Expense,  Furniture,  fixtures 
and  catalog  cards.  Insurance,  Interest,  Light,  heat  and 
power.  Repairs  and  improvements.  Salaries. 

Qifts.  Grateful  acknowledgement  is  again  made  to  the 
many  friends  who  have  remembered  the  library.  Gifts  of 
1,414  volumes,  1,265  pamphlets,  81  periodicals  and  various 
miscellaneous  articles  are  recorded  in  Appendixes  F  and  G. 
Noteworthy  are  those  of  the  American  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion, 10  volumes  of  its  publications;  R.  W.  Brown,  12  miscel- 
laneous volumes;  City  of  Louisville,  12  volumes  of  depart- 
ment reports;  R.  E.  Hughes,  Secretary  of  the  Commercial 
Club,  souvenirs  of  Kentucky  Home  Coming  Week ;  Louisville 
Art  Club,  130  prints  of  famous  pictures;  W.  H.  McCltire, 
148  voltunes  of  Rebellion  Records;  Swagar  Sherley,  42 
volumes  of  government  documents  and  a  Philippine  gim; 
Wm.   Short,    95   miscellaneous   volumes;   United      States 
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Government,  319  volumes  and  329  pamphlets.  The  largest 
single  gift  of  the  year  is  the  Highland  Branch  site  costing 
$4,000  given  by  citizens  of  the  Highlands. 

The  Louisville  daily  papers,  Anzeiger,  Courier  Jotimal, 
Herald,  Post  and  Times  send  copies  for  the  Main  Library 
and  three  branches.  One  copy  of  each  is  bound  for  refer- 
ence. The  Louisville  Daily  Record  is  received  at  the  Main 
Library.  Various  other  periodicals  are  contributed  free, 
which  are  acknowledged  in  Appendix  G. 

For  giving  their  services  at  one  or  more  of  the  public 
exercises  the  library  is  indebted  for  an  address  or  paper  to 
Mrs.  Charles  P.  Weaver,  Misses  Nannie  Lee  Frayser  and 
Lucy  C.  Watts,  Messrs.  R.  P.  HaUeck,  W.  H.  Miley,  E.  L. 
Powell,  Swagar  Sherley  and  Bennett  H.  Young;  at  the 
Colored  Branch  to  Professors  J.  S.  Cotter,  Geo.  M.  McClellan 
and  A.  E.  Meyzeek ;  for  music,  to  Misses  Lenore  Hays,  Louise 
S.  Hollis,  Hettie  Roberts,  Leah  Wolf,  Mr.  John  Bland  and 
a  children's  chorus  of  70  voices  led  by  Miss  Gertrude  Wink- 
ler ;  at  the  Colored  Branch  to  Mr.  Geo.  Hampton  and  a  mixed 
quartet;  for  the  use  of  rooms  for  opening  exercises,  to  the 
First  Christian  Chtirch  and  the  Knox  Presbyterian  Church. 

American  Library  Association  Catalog.  This  is  an 
annotated  list  printed  by  the  Library  of  Congress  of  7,520 
volumes  of  the  best  books  recommended  for  a  small  public 
library.  Although  our  library  has  ten  times  this  number 
of  volumes  it  still  lacks  about  30  per  cent  of  the  books  listed. 
Many  works  of  great  importance  are  wanting.  One  of  the 
first  tasks  for  the  department  will  be  to  finish  providing 
the  library  with  a  copy  of  practically  every  book  in  this 
catalog.  This  will  be  a  short  step  toward  the  far  away  goal 
of  a  well  balanced  collection  in  all  the  departments  of  knowl- 
edge. 

Public  Documents.  Checking  the  list  issued  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents  at  Washington  revealed  the 
fact  that  of  what  is  known  as  the  sheep  bound  set  the  lib- 
rary possessed  2,710  volumes  of  the  serial  list  up  to  the  end 
of  the  53d  Congress.  Last  year  the  library  received  a  **  List 
of  United  States  public  dociunents  available  for  free  dis- 
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« 
tribution  to  libraries  by  the  Superintendent  of  documents, 

Government  printing  office,  July  ii,  1905."     This  list  was 

also  checked  and  mailed  to  the  Superintendent  of  documents 

with  the  result  that  212  missing  volumes  were  supplied. 

There  are  still  lacking  488  volumes  of  the  set  up  to  serial 

number  3344  and  a  few  others  after  that  number.    The 

library  set  of  the  Annals  of  Congress  lacks  only  two  volumes ; 

the  Register  of  debates  is  complete ;  the  Congressional  Globe 

and  the  Congressional  Record  each  lacks  only  six  volumes. 

This  makes  a  total  of  nearly  5,000  volumes  of  federal 
documents  in  the  library  not  including  pamphlets.  The 
official  number  assigned  to  each  volume  of  the  serial  set 
has  been  marked  on  the  inside  and  labeled  on  the  outside 
and  the  volumes  arranged  accordingly  on  the  shelves.  They 
are  thus  in  order  for  quick  reference. 

The  set  of  Kentucky  state  documents  is  very  incomplete. 
The  volumes  on  the  shelves  have  been  listed  and  steps  taken 
toward  filling  the  gaps. 

Numerous  additions  have  been  made  to  the  set  of  Louis- 
ville city  documents  tmtil  it  is  practically  complete  since 
1870.  For  the  years  previous  to  that  time  it  contains  only 
two  annual  volumes. 

Popular  Books.  Although  one  copy  of  the  great  ma- 
jority of  books  is  sufficient  for  all  practical  ptirposes  con- 
siderable duplication  is  often  desirable.  Of  a  new  novel 
by  a  recognized  author  from  two  to  ten  copies  are  bought. 
Occasionally  the  demand  for  such  a  book  is  far  beyond  the 
ability  of  the  library  to  supply.  Of  2  2  copies  of  the  House 
of  Mirth  none  has  ever  rested  on  the  regular  shelves.  Sever- 
al times  that  number  could  have  been  kept  in  circulation. 
But  when  classics  like  the  Alcott  books  become  favorites 
they  will  be  duplicated  to  meet  the  demand.  Of  Little 
Men  24  copies  and  31  of  Little  Women  are  at  present  in 
constant  use  in  the  children's  room,  a  gratifying  evidence 
of  proper  training  and  good  taste  among  the  younger 
readers. 

Kentuckiana.  The  library  is  making  a  special  collec- 
tion of  books  by  Kentucky  authors  and  books  about  Ken- 
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tucky.  It  hopes  eventually  to  have  a  copy  of  every  worthy 
book  written  by  a  Kentuckian.  The  collection  is  still  small 
but  additions  are  made  to  it  as  rapidly  as  fimds  will  permit. 
Some  very  desirable  works  cannot  be  considered  on  ac- 
count of  their  cost.  Naturally  a  great  many  gifts  are  ex- 
pected in  addition  to  those  already  received  from  authors 
and  friends  who  are  interested  in  the  library  and  the  pres- 
ervation of  materials  relating  to  the  state.  Such  a  collec- 
tion will  be  interesting  and  valuable  from  a  literary,  histor- 
ical and  commercial  standpoint. 

CATALOG  DEPARTMENT 

This  department  also  shows  a  very  creditable  year's 
work.  In  addition  to  cataloging  the  new  books  added  a 
good  beginning  has  been  made  on  the  non-fiction  of  the 
Polytechnic  collection,  the  fiction  having  been  cataloged 
last  year.  This  collection  presents  at  present  the  chief 
problem  for  this  department.  The  nature  of  some  of  the 
books  calls  for  specially  careful  treatment  to  make  their 
contents  readily  available.  The  limited  progress  made 
on  them  has  attracted  attention  to  the  probable  time  and 
cost  involved.  About  2,000  volumes  can  be  cataloged  per 
month.  Half  of  these  will  be  new  books  making  it  possible 
to  dispose  of  the  Polytechnic  books  at  the  rate  of  1,000 
volumes  per  month,  or  12,000  per  year,  which  will  require 
four  years  for  the  completion  of  the  task. 

This  announcement  came  as  a  surprise  to  a  number  of 
the  Trustees.  At  their  request  an  investigation  was  made, 
the  results  of  which  show  i)  that  too  much  emphasis  can 
not  be  laid  on  the  large  amotmt  of  accurate  work  required 
in  cataloging  books  properly,  some  idea  of  which  may  be 
gained  from  the  outline  of  the  routine  in  this  department; 
2)  that  here  the  average  cost  of  cataloging  as  nearly  as  it 
can  be  estimated  is  21  cents  per  volume;  and  3)  that  this 
cost  compares  favorably  with  the  cost,  so  far  as  it  can  be 
ascertained,  in  other  libraries  doing  a  similar  kind  and 
amount  of  work  even  where  the  proportion  of  trained 
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assistants  is  larger  and  the  departments  have  been  longer 
established. 

Books  may  be  circulated  without  any  catalog  what- 
ever. But  even  a  few  volumes  will  yield  larger  and  more 
satisfactory  results  if  accompanied  by  a  systematic  list, 
be  it  ever  so  simple.  The  more  fully  their  contents  are 
analyzed  and  recorded  the  more  valuable  and  useful  are 
the  books.  To  do  this  is  a  slow,  tedious  and  costly  process 
but  experience  has  shown  that  it  is  time  and  money  well 
spent.  It  will  be  real  economy  to  complete  the  cataloging 
of  the  Polytechnic  books  as  soon  as  possible  for  the  sake  of 
the  improved  service  to  the  public  and  the  saving  of  time 
to  every  department  in  the  library.  The  plan  adopted 
contemplates  a  catalog  that  is  thorough  and  up  to  date 
including  all  essentials  and  excluding  all  else.  In  spite  of 
unfavorable  conditions  the  progress  made  is  highly  grati- 
fying. The  output  will  increase  and  improve  gradually 
with  the  growing  efficiency  of  the  force  employed.  Every 
feasible  suggestion  for  facilitating  any  step  in  the  routine 
will  be  adopted  but  any  immediately  appreciable  reduc- 
tion in  the  cost  of  cataloging  can  be  accomplished  only 
by  cheapening  the  character  of  the  catalog. 

Report  of  the  Gttalog  Department 

To  the  Librarian: 

At  the  opening  of  the  present  library  year,  September 
1905,  the  immediate  work  outlined  for  this  department 
was  to  prepare  books  for  the  Children's  Department  of 
the  Main  Library  and  also  for  the  Colored  and  Portland 
branch  libraries  that  they  might  be  opened  as  soon  as 
possible.  When  the  Colored  Branch  opened  on  September 
27,  1,361  volumes  were  on  the  shelves  ready  for  circula- 
tion; the  Children's  Room  opened  on  October  31  with  over 
2,000  volumes,  and  the  Portland  Branch  on  December  15 
with  1,339  volumes.  The  new  books  as  added  to  the 
Main  Library  were  cataloged  during  these  months.  The 
recataloging  of  the  non-fiction  in  the  old  library  was  begun 
about  January  first. 
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The  number  of  volumes  cataloged  druing  the  year  is 
22,321,  making  a  total  of  31,322  cataloged  volumes  in  the 
libraiy.  Number  of  new  catalog  cards  filed  42,640;  total 
number  of  cards  in  the  catalogs  69,887.  Number  of  cards 
filed  in  the  ofl&cial  catalog  13,195,  making  a  total  of  20,595. 

Volumes  cataloged  for  the  Main  Library,  adult,  during 
the  year  11,866,  total  cataloged  20,126.  Of  this  total 
approximately  10,000  belonged  to  the  Polytechnic  Society 
library. 

Children's  Department:    During   the   year   4,748   vol- 
tmies  were  cataloged  and  6,401  cards  filed. 
Cataloged  for  the  Branch  libraries: 

Colored  Branch :  adult  1,507  volumes;  for  reference 
320;  juvenile  681;  total  2,508  volumes  (229  were  included 
in  last  year's  report) ;  total  number  of  cards  5,848. 

Portland  Branch:  adtilt  1,389  volumes;  for  reference 
138;  juvenile  746;  total  2,273  volumes;  total  number  of 
cards  7,608. 

Highland  Branch:  1,155  volumes,  making  a  total  of 
about  1,667;  cards  3,518. 

The  number  of  voltunes  cataloged  for  the  Highland 
Branch  includes  only  the  books  sent  from  the  Main  Library. 
During  the  year  the  assistants  in  this  branch  have,  with 
some  .help  from  the  Catalog  Department,  completed  the 
cataloging  of  the  books  that  were  in  the  library  when  it 
became  a  part  of  the  Public  Library.  This  work  has  been 
revised  by  the  head  cataloger  and,  although  the  old  cards 
are  not  always  uniform  with  those  now  being  placed  in 
the  catalog,  we  have  for  that  branch  a  practical  working 
catalog.  The  total  number  of  cataloged  books  in  this 
branch  is  3,208  and  total  number  of  cards  in  the  catalog 
about  3,518. 

The  cataloging  for  the  branch  libraries  is  done  at  the 
Main  Library.  A  complete  dictionary  card  catalog  of 
author,  title  and  subject  entries  and  a  separate  shelf-list 
are  made  for  each  branch.  Each  volume  is  also  noted 
on  the  union  official  catalog  and  the  union  shelf-list. 
The  branch   assistants   write   the   author,  title  and  call 


38  Louisville  Free  Public  Library 

number  on  the  book  card  and  book  pocket.  The  books  are 
otherwise  ready  for  circulation  when  sent  to  the  branches. 

The  proper  distribution  of  the  books  to  the  branches, 
including  the  correspondence  of  the  invoice  with  the  books 
sent  requires  great  accuracy.  This  work  has  been  done 
throughout  the  year  by  the  assistant  in  charge  with  the 
misplacement  of  only  one  book. 

Library  of  Congress  printed  cards  are  ordered  when 
obtainable  for  every  book  cataloged.  This  year  28,306 
cards  have  been  received,  making  a  total  of  68,651  L.  C. 
cards.  All  cards  which  can  be  obtained  for  the  60,000 
volumes  of  the  Polytechnic  Society  library  have  also  been 
ordered  and  received. 

This  ordering  was  a  great  undertaking  but  it  will  now 
suffice  for  all  future  cataloging  of  the  old  library.  The 
classifier  went  through  the  shelves  and  for  all  books  copy- 
righted since  1898  wrote  on  slips  the  brief  entry  necessary 
for  the  L.  C.  order,  or  checked  the  A.  L.  A.  catalog  for 
books  listed  there,  ordering  by  serial  number. 

During  the  stammer  the  Library  of  Congress  traveling 
catalog  of  American  history  was  sent  to  us  and  our  books 
in  this  class  collated  with  the  cards.  In  this  way  we  were 
able  to  order  cards  by  serial  number  for  all  but  93  volumes 
of  our  works  on  American  history.  The  total  number 
of  cards  ordered  was  2,550. 

This  catalog  saved  a  great  deal  of  time  which  might 
otherwise  have  been  spent  in  seeking  information  in  regard 
to  publication,  author  entries  and  like  expensive  work  in 
cataloging.  The  financial  saving  would  have  been  greater 
had  it  not  fallen  to  our  lot  to  pay  transportation  both 
ways.  The  rules  of  the  Library  of  Congress  state  **  Charges 
for  transporting  a  catalog  to  a  library  must  be  paid  by  the 
library  after  the  catalog  is  received.  .  .  The  charges  for 
returning  the  catalog  to  the  Library  of  Congress  must  be 
prepaid  by  the  last  library  using  the  catalog." 

An  estimate  of  the  cost  of  cataloging  in  our  library 
was  made  April  first,  after  the  department  had  been  estab- 
lished 13  and  one  half  months.    At  that  time  there  were 
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in  the  Catalog  Department  seven  catalogers,  one  assistant 
for  pasting  and  mending,  a  classifier  and  the  head  of  the 
department.  The  catalogers  had  received  all  their  training 
in  our  library.  Five  had  been  with  us  for  13  and  one 
half  months  and  two  for  about  six  months  taking  the  place 
of  two  who  had  left.  Assistants  from  the  Catalog  Depart- 
ment were  sent  to  the  Circulation  and  Children's  depart- 
ments when  necessary,  especially  at  the  opening  of  the 
library  when  two  assistants  spent  a  month  and  a  half  and 
one  assistant  two  months  in  the  Circulation  Department. 
For  this  reason  and  because  of  sickness,  the  average  num- 
ber  of  assistants  in  the  Catalog  Department  was  eight  and 
half  time  of  one. 

Under  these  conditions  it  was  found  that  the  total 
salary  divided  by  the  number  of  volumes  cataloged  gave 
the  cost  per  volume  as  23  cents.  From  this  amount  a 
certain  per  cent  should  be  deducted  for  the  work  done  in 
the  department  not  directly  pertaining  to  cataloging, 
including  instruction,  filing  L.  C.  deposit  cards,  taking  an 
inventory  of  the  open  shelves  and  of  the  branch  libraries, 
rewriting  of  book  cards  when  filled  and  of  book  pockets 
of  books  returned  from  the  binders,  the  ordering  of  L.  C. 
cards  for  books  not  yet  cataloged,  &c.  A  deduction  of 
two  cents  a  volume  for  the  extra  work  gives  a  more  accurate 
estimate  of  21  cents  per  volume. 

The  estimate  for  the  year  i  September  1905  to  31  August 
1906  is  assistants  nine,  number  of  books  cataloged  22,321, 
cost  per  voltmae  to  place  the  books  on  the  shelves  2 1  cents. 
As  before  stated,  all  work  of  this  department,  including 
the  ordering  of  cards  for  the  60,000  volumes  of  the  Poly- 
technic Society  library,  is  included  so  that  the  actual  cost 
of  cataloging  a  book  is  now  less  than  2 1  cents. 

Several  libraries  were  chosen  in  which  the  conditions 
were  somewhat  similar  to  our  library  and  blanks  sent 
asking  for  statistics  concerning  cataloging.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  make  any  comparison  of  the  cost  of  cata- 
loging in  libraries  because  conditions  in  various  libraries 
differ  so  widely.    The  catalog  department  primarily  does 
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all  the  work  necessary  between  the  receipt  of  the  book 
into  the  library  to  the  placing  of  it  on  the  shelves,  making 
all  data  which  will  enable  one  to  find  the  book  for  use  on 
every  possible  occasion  and  permit  of  the  proper  manipu- 
lation of  the  charging  system.  It  is  the  department  which 
must  supply  substitutes  to  other  departments  in  emergen- 
cies. Its  work  is  sometimes  divided  into  sub-departments 
and  to  it  is  often  given  work  not  definitely  belonging  to 
any  department.  Several  libraries  could  not  state  just 
what  proportion  of  money  had  been  spent  on  cataloging 
and  preparing  the  books  for  the  shelves.  Some  of  the 
libraries  to  which  we  sent  blanks  did  not  indulge  in  the 
luxury  of  statistics  sufficiently  to  state  the  number  of 
volumes  cataloged  during  the  year.  Of  the  libraries  cata- 
loging somewhere  near  the  same  number  of  volumes  as  otir 
library,  five  were  able  to  give  us  complete  figures  and 
stated  the  cost  approximately  at  i8,  19,  30,  32,  and  65 
cents  per  volume.  In  the  last  case  the  cost  was  evidently 
somewhat  higher  but  was  probably  not  made  on  the  same 
basis  as  the  other  estimates.  The  library  with  the  estimate 
of  19  cents  per  volume  also  gave  the  cost  of  a  new  title 
and  of  a  duplicate  title.  Figuring  at  the  rate  given,  the 
actual  cost  of  our  31,322  volumes  would  have  been  23-1- 
cents  per  volume  if  added  volumes  are  considered  as  dupli- 
cates ;  if  only  actual  duplicates  are  considered  as  duplicates, 
the  cost  would  have  been  27  cents  per  volume.  An  instance 
of  how  unsatisfactory  figures  are  in  making  comparisons 
in  cataloging. 

In  all  of  these  libraries  the  number  of  library  trained 
assistants  or  assistants  having  over  18  months  experience 
was  at  least  five,  while  in  our  library  there  are  two.  In 
this  investigation  we  draw  a  conclusion  which  we  might 
expect  but  which  we  were  not  seeking.  It  is  evident  that 
the  Ubraries  whose  catalog  departments  were  organized  in 
the  last  few  years  and  who  are  able  to  use  the  latest  methods 
are  doing  the  work  at  less  cost  than  the  old  libraries.  The 
most  expensive  cataloging  is  done  in  the  old  Ubraries 
which  have  valuable  catalogs  made  according  to  intricate 
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systems  which  cannot  be  discarded  without  beginning  the 
catalog  again  from  the  foundation. 

The  head  of  the  department  gave  nine  weekly  talks 
on  classifying,  cataloging,  and  alphabeting  in  a  general 
course  prepared  for  the  staff  of  the  library.  The  aim  was 
not  to  teach  how  to  catalog  but  to  enable  the  assistants  to 
use  the  catalog  with  greater  intelligence.  Four  lectures 
on  the  catalog  started  with  brief  descriptions  of  the  forms 
of  modem  catalogs  and  a  description  of  our  own  in  particular. 
Then  followed  the  routine  of  a  book  in  the  Catalog  Depart- 
ment, a  brief  insight  into  the  treatment  the  classifier  and 
cataloger  give  each  book  and  the  names  and  description 
of  the  cards  which  might  be  made.  In  classification  the 
historical  development  of  modem  systems  of  classification 
was  touched  upon.  The  Dewey  decimal  system  was 
explained  in  general  and  the  exceptions  to  this  system 
used  in  our  library  noted.  Subject  headings  from  the  user's 
standpoint  were  discussed.  The  method  of  giving  Cutter 
book  numbers  was  shown  together  with  a  few  rules  on 
alphabeting.  The  interest  of  the  class  was  most  gratifying 
and  fully  repaid  for  the  extra  time  which  was  given  for 
the  preparation  of  these  talks. 

We  wish  to  commend  without  exception  the  assistants 
in  the  department.  By  their  harmonious  cooperation  and 
faithful  work  they  have  lightened  the  burden  of  a  strenuous 

y^^^-  Harriet  B.  Gooch 

Head  of  Catalog  Department 

CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT 

The  report  of  this  department  gives  the  strongest  evi- 
dence of  the  popularity  of  the  library.  It  is  in  charge  of 
the  Assistant  Librarian,  Miss  A.  V.  Pollard.  As  it  is  the 
first  full  year's  work  described  no  comparison  with  the 
previous  year  is  made.  The  statistics  show  a  large  growth 
in  attendance  and  use  of  books.  The  attendance  at  the 
Main  Library  was  401,675,  Highland  Branch  45,427,  Port- 
land Branch  40,551,  Colored  Branch  35,826,  total  523,479. 
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The  total  number  of  registered  card  holders  has  grown 
from  7,698  to  20,800  an  increase  of  13,121,  or  an  average 
of  43  per  day.  Of  these  5,279  are  children  and  15,521 
adults.    There  have  been  very  few  non-resident  borrowers. 

The  library  was  open  306  days  for  the  circulation  of 
books  and  55  days  for  reading  and  reference  only.  The 
total  circulation  including  renewals  at  Main  was  243,361 
volumes  of  which  47,575  were  juvenile.  The  latter  num- 
ber includes  1,408  volumes  drawn  at  the  six  distributing 
stations  during  the  summer  months.  The  circulation  at 
the  branches  was  Highland  34,586,  Portland  25,003,  Colored 
17,838.  The  grand  total  for  the  year  is  320,788  volumes, 
an  average  of  1,048  per  day.  The  largest  circulation  for 
one  day  at  all  the  libraries  combined  was  1,608  March  17, 
the  smallest  364  June  15,  average  since  the  opening  of  the 
Portland  Branch  1,098  per  day.  The  largest  circulation 
at  the  Main  Library  was  1,182  March  17,  the  smallest  329 
December  15,  daily  average  635.  Complete  statistics  of 
attendance  and  circulation  are  given  in  Appendixes  A 
and  B. 

The  percentage  of  fiction  circulated  in  all  the  libraries 
has  been  reduced  from  84  per  cent  last  year  to  75  per  cent. 
For  the  year  at  Main  it  was  80  per  cent  adult  circulation, 
65  per  cent  juvenile;  Highland  Branch  78  per  cent,  Port- 
land Branch  65  per  cent.  Colored  Branch  55  per  cent.  At 
Main  it  fell  five  per  cent  in  two  months  as  a  result  of  chang- 
ing the  location  of  fiction  from  the  front  to  the  rear  part 
of  the  open  shelves.  The  increase  in  the  proportion  of 
non-fiction  drawn  indicates  either  that  more  non-fiction 
readers  are  beginning  to  use  the  library  or  that  many  fiction 
readers  are  gradually  developing  a  taste  for  more  substan- 
tial works.  The  result  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  whether 
due  to  either  or  both  of  these  causes.  The  Children's  De 
partment  and  to  some  extent  also  the  branches  show  a 
large  circulation  under  Sociology.  This  is  explained  by 
the  fact  that  folk  lore  stories  are  classed  under  that  head 

The  amount  received  from  fines  is  $1,016.77  at  Main 
and  $218.24  at  branches,  total  $1,235.01.  Overdue  notices 
were  sent  from  Main  4,303,  from  branches  1,197,  total 
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5,500.  The  system  of  reserving  a  book  24  hours  for  a  bor- 
rower who  pays  one  cent  and  leaves  an  addressed  postal  card 
is  very  extensively  patronized.  12,246  reserve  notices 
were  mailed,  766  from  Highland  and  Portland  branches 
and  11,480  from  Main,  the  latter  requiring  about  half  the 
time  of  one  assistant. 

Book  Envelope.  A  manilla  envelope  8  by  10  inches 
in  size  is  doing  much  toward  protecting  books  while  they 
are  in  circulation.  On  one  side  is  a  reference  to  the  rules 
concerning  injury  to  books  and  a  plea  for  treating  them 
with  consideration.  The  other  side  contains  the  advertise- 
ment of  a  local  firm  which  furnished  the  library  5,000  of 
them  free  of  charge.  A  supply  is  kept  at  the  delivery  desk 
and  their  use  recommended  to  borrowers.  They  have  great- 
ly reduced  the  book  damages  which  a  rainy  day  always 
brings  to  the  library  especially  in  the  Children's  Depart- 
ment. 

Open  Shelves.  This  is  by  far  the  most  popular  feature 
of  the  library.  It  contains  about  10,000  volumes.  During 
the  last  nine  months  94  per  cent  of  the  adult  circulation 
at  the  Main  Library  was  from  the  open  shelves.  This 
large  proportion  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  most  popular 
of  the  old  and  at  least  80  per  cent  of  the  new  books  are  to 
be  found  there.  In  fact  imtil  the  space  was  filled  all  new 
books  were  placed  there  except  such  as  should  have  re- 
stricted circulation  on  accoimt  of  their  physical  make  up 
or  the  nature  of  their  contents. 

The  floor  space  devoted  to  this  purpose  has  been  en- 
larged 50  per  cent  by  including  in  it  the  passage  way  and 
tmused  space  along  the  south  side  of  the  room.  Two  addi- 
tional floor  cases  have  been  added  with  a  capacity  of  2,500 
volumes.  Several  tables  and  chairs  make  the  place  more 
inviting  and  convenient  for  those  who  take  time  and  exer- 
cise care  in  the  selection  of  their  books. 

Our  greatest  need  in  this  department  is  an  assistant  to 
act  as  "library  hostess,*'  a  person  with  wide  knowledge  of 
books  and  of  people  and  with  tact  in  introducing  them  to 
one  another.  This  person  would  keep  the  machinery  well 
oiled  and  guard  against  knots  and  twists  in  the  red  tape. 
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Such  service  would  be  a  boon  to  the  uninitiated,  for  some 
of  whom  access  to  shelves  intensifies  rather  than  solves 
their  problem.  Even  the  expert  would  appreciate  this 
personal  help. 

Current  Magazines.  The  periodicals  listed  below  are 
kept  in  the  Open  Shelves  for  circulation.  They  may  be 
kept  four  days  and  are  not  renewable.  Some  of  them  give 
the  news  of  the  day  in  condensed  and  reliable  form;  others 
contain  good  fiction  which  proves  acceptable  when  recent 
novels  can  not  be  found.  Each  copy  is  kept  in  circulation 
three  months.  Among  the  most  popular  of  them  are  the 
Century  and  Harper,  some  numbers  of  which  circulated  as 
high  as  29  times.  The  total  circulation  of  these  periodicals, 
which  are  classed  as  non-fiction  in  calculating  percentages, 
was  6,143.  The  magazine  circulation  at  the  branches 
amotmts  to  1,718,  most  of  it  at  the  Colored  Branch.  Those 
circulated  at  Main  and  the  number  of  copies  of  each  are : 
Appleton's  Magazine  McClure's  5 

Atlantic  2        Munsey  3 


Century 

5 

Outlook 

2 

Current  Literature 

Review  of  Reviews 

2 

Delineator 

2 

Scribner's 

4 

Harper's  Monthly 

6 

World's  Work 

2 

Contagious  Disease.  An  arrangement  has  been  made 
with  the  City  Health  Office  whereby  the  library  receives 
daily  a  copy  of  the  report  sent  to  schools  giving  the  name 
and  address  of  houses  infected.  If  the  library  has  a  card 
holder  registered  at  the  given  address  the  following  notice 
is  sent  immediately : 

The  City  Health  OlBfice  reports  contagious  disease 
at  your  address.  If  there  are  any  Public  Library 
books  in  your  possession  please  do  not  return  them  to 
the  library  or  call  for  others  until  your  house  and  books 
have  been  fumigated. 

Kindly  send  us  at  once  author  and  title  of  books 
and  date  due  and  deliver  the  books  to  the  Health  Officer 
when  he  disinfects  the  house. 

If  these  instructions  are  promptly  observed  no  fines 
will  be  imposed  and  all  possible  chances  of  contagion 
will  be  avoided. 

Reply  on  reverse  side. 
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All  books  received  at  the  Health  Office  are  subjected  to 
formaldehyde  fumigation  before  being  returned  to  the 
library.  Dr.  M.  K.  Allen,  Health  Officer,  is  of  the  opinion 
that  under  this  system  the  danger  to  the  public  of  dissemi- 
nating disease  through  library  books  is  entirely  eliminated. 

Branch  Resistration,  All  borrower's  cards  have  one 
series  of  numbers  issued  for  five  years.  All  numbering  is 
done  at  Main  where  the  union  registration  file  is  kept.  This 
consists  of  a  numeric  and  an  alphabetic  card  record.  Each 
branch  has  a  duplicate  registration  file  of  its  own  patrons. 
A  card  may  be  used  at  any  library  but  books  must  be  re- 
turned where  they  were  drawn.  It  has  been  fotmd  necessary 
to  make  this  system  very  complete  in  order  to  avoid  dupU- 
cate  registration  and  other  confusion.  A  separate  series 
of  cards  is  maintained  for  the  Colored  Branch. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

Nothing  shows  more  convincingly  than  the  increased 
use  of  this  department  that  the  library  is  fulfilling  its  funda- 
mental mission.  Valuable  additions  have  been  made  to 
the  collection  including  reference  books  proper,  bound 
periodicals  and  public  documents.  The  following  report 
gives  evidence  that  the  department  is  more  than  the  re- 
pository of  dictionaries  and  cyclopedias  and  that  it  is  not 
confined  to  the  books  in  the  reference  room.  It  is  really 
the  gateway  to  the  entire  resources  of  the  library.  It  is 
useful  in  proportion  to  the  help  it  gives  to  those  who  are  in 
search  of  the  library's  riches  whether  in  the  form  of  isolated 
facts,  particular  volumes  or  all  the  material  on  a  given  sub- 
ject. The  account  of  what  has  been  accomplished  with  seri- 
ous students  of  every  kind  not  only  justifies  the  liberal 
consideration  asked  for  this  work  but  suggests  unlimited 
possibilities  of  greater  usefulness. 

A  knowledge  of  reference  books  and  their  relative  value 
is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  library  assistants.  That 
they  are  realizing  this  fact  is  shown  by  their  sustained 
interest  in  the  instruction  given  to  a  large  class  by  the  refer- 
ence librarian.    The  course  was  extremely  valtiable  and 
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will  be  continued  in  the  coining  year.  This  training  in  the 
use  of  reference  books  is  being  extended  to  teachers  and 
pupils  and  to  patrons  generally,  thereby  helping  readers  to 
help  themselves,  which  is  the  most  effective  service. 

RqxMl  of  the  Reference  Department 

To  the  Librarian: 

It  is  difficult  to  put  into  figures  the  work  of  the  Reference 
Department.  The  entire  freedom  of  the  shelves  to  visitors 
and  readers  makes  statistics  of  the  use  of  books  and  maga- 
zines in  the  reference  room  impracticable,  and  the  work 
of  question-answering  and  information-delving  for  the 
student  and  general  information  seeker  is  not  easily  tabulat- 
ed. Such  figures  as  have  been  kept  however  show  a  large 
increase  in  the  use  of  the  department  over  that  of  the  four 
months  recorded  in  last  year's  report. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  the  reading  and  reference 
room  for  the  current  year  has  approximated  55,000,  this 
figure  not  including  readers  in  the  separate  newspaper 
alcove.  An  attempt  is  made  by  the  reference  assistants 
to  jot  down,  when  time  will  permit,  the  more  important 
topics  upon  which  information  is  asked,  and  we  have  record 
of  8,054  such  topics  looked  up  during  the  year.  Note  is 
made  upon  catalog  cards  of  references  found  on  the  various 
topics  looked  up,  and  such  cards  alphabetically  filed  in  the 
'* reference  index"  for  future  use.  When  the  list  of  refer- 
ences is  an  extensive  one,  it  is  type-written  on  a  sheet 
and  these  sheets  are  filed  alphabetically  by  subjects  in  a  ver- 
tical filing  cabinet,  with  cross  reference  to  them  on  cards  in 
the  reference  index.  One  hundred  and  seventy-nine  such 
lists  have  been  prepared  during  the  year  for  clubs  and  indi- 
vidual students.  Clubs  are  invited  to  send  in  their  programs 
for  the  year,  when  these  are  prepared  in  advance,  and  a 
list  is  made  of  the  best  material  in  the  library  on  each  topic 
of  the  programs.  Local  events  call  forth  these  special  lists 
also,  as  for  instance  a  complete  list  of  references  on  the 
History  of  Louisville  and  of  Kentucky  and  one  on  Kentucky 
authors  and  their  works  for  Home-Coming  Week  in  June, 
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and  lists  on  the  Anti-tuberculosis  movement,  Juvenile  courts, 
and  Child  labor  in  connection  with  the  local  organizations 
dealing  with  these  questions.  Debates  in  men's  clubs,  in 
the  schools  and  at  the  social  settlement  call  for  Usts  on 
various  political  and  municipal  topics,  as  Chinese  exclusion. 
Compulsory  education,  Labor  organization,  Mtmicipal  owner- 
ship, Railway  rates,  Negro  suffrage.  The  prize  essay  com- 
petitions in  the  schools  of  the  state  created  a  special  demand 
for  material  on  the  administrations  of  President  Jefferson 
and  on  the  early  history  of  Kentucky.  In  all  these  cases 
the  material  in  the  library  on  a  given  subject  after  being 
listed  is  reserved  on  special  shelves  in  the  reference  room 
as  long  as  the  demand  for  it  continues. 

Each  day,  copies  of  the  local  newspapers  are  carefully 
scanned  for  items  pertaining  to  the  library  and  its  branches. 
Such  items  are  clipped  and  motmted  in  a  scrap  book.  This 
scrap-book,  made  up  and  kept  in  the  reference  room,  forms 
an  akeady  voluminous  and  constantly  growing  history  of 
the  library  from  its  beginning.  It  is  frequently  consulted 
for  verification  of  dates  and  details  of  the  library's  growth. 

A  gratifying  feature  of  the  year's  work  has  been  the 
increasing  use  of  the  department  by  men.  The  leading 
men's  clubs  of  the  city  have  drawn  largely  on  the  library 
for  papers  on  such  topics  of  the  day  as  the  Panama  Canal, 
Western  irrigation  projects,  the  Question  of  race  prejudice. 
Industrial  and  financial  prospects  of  the  South.  Business 
men,  professional  men,  mechanics  and  engineers  have  taxed 
the  reference  resources  of  the  library  to  the  utmost  and  have 
invariably  been  heartily  appreciative  of  the  assistance 
however  limited  which  we  have  been  able  to  give  them. 
The  demand  for  material  on  electricity,  engineering,  and 
all  technical  and  business  subjects  is  heavy  and  the  libra- 
ry is  in  special  need  of  new  and  up-to-date  books  along 
these  lines.  In  default  of  such  books  the  department  has 
drawn  extensively  upon  the  material  in  U.  S.  government 
documents  through  the  U.  S.  "Document Catalogue"  and 
the  Monthly  Catalogue  of  U.  S.  Documents  and  upon 
current   magazine  literature  through   Poole's  Index  and 
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the  Reader's  Guide  to  Periodical  Literature.  In  several 
cases  application  has  been  made  to  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress for  loan  of  books  to  supplement  the  library's  resources. 

Whenever  reference  lists  on  any  topic  have  been  printed 
in  the  local  papers  the  immediate  call  for  the  books  listed 
has  shown  that  the  public  use  of  the  Reference  Department 
need  be  limited  only  by  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
material  at  hand. 

Assistance  to  students  and  boys'  clubs  in  choice  of  topics 
for  speeches  or  debates,  assistance  to  literary  and  sociolog- 
ical clubs  in  the  making  of  programs,  preparation  of  reading- 
lists  for  European  itineraries ;  these  and  many  other  like 
opportunities  for  aid  to  readers  come  to  hand  every  day  in 
the  ordinary  routine  of  the  department. 

In  pursuance  of  the  policy  of  the  library  to  give  the 
public  the  freest  possible  use  of  its  resources,  the  department 
has  lent  during  the  year  for  special  use  at  home  or  in  school 
1,326  reference  books  and  magazines.  In  this  way  it  has 
been  possible  at  times  to  accommodate  busy  men  and  women 
who  could  not  well  get  to  the  library,  with  information  or  ma- 
terial not  to  be  found  outside  the  Reference  Department. 
The  time  limit  upon  such  loans  is  of  cotirse  very  stringent, 
usually  only  for  a  night  or  over  Sunday,  or  in  case  of  less 
used  books,  for  a  few  days. 

The  list  of  periodicals  on  file  in  the  reading  room  and 
the  newspaper  alcove  has  been  increased  to  36  dailies,  52 
weeklies  and  142  monthlies  and  quarterlies;  an  itemized 
list  is  given  in  Appendix  G.  Special  appreciation  has  been 
shown  of  the  technical  and  art  journals  which  have  been 
added  to  last  year's  lists.  No  additions  to  our  reference 
resources  show  as  large  returns  for  the  amotmt  of  money 
invested  as  do  a  few  new  periodicals.  Of  special  importance 
for  like  reasons  has  been  the  purchase  and  binding  during 
the  year  of  19  additional  Poole  sets  and  of  many  single 
volumes  to  fill  gaps  in  incomplete  sets  owned  by  the  Ubrary, 
a  total  addition  of  470  volumes.  As  it  has  been  found 
that  many  volumes  of  the  bound  magazines  on  the  reference 
shelves  are  imperfect  or  have  been  mutilated,  it  has  been 
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thought  advisable  to  examine  all  of  them,  and  291  volumes 
have  thus  far  been  collated  by  the  reference  assistants. 

The  collection  of  special  editions  of  standard  authors, 
for  use  in  the  library  only,  has  grown  to  681  volumes  and 
forms  one  of  the  most  attractive  comers  of  the  reference 
room. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  practical  features  of 
the  year's  work  has  been  the  weekly  staflf-class  which  met 
on  Wednesday  mornings  from  8.30  to  9.30.  From  January 
to  June  this  class  was  in  charge  of  the  reference  librarian 
and  the  time  was  devoted  to  the  study  of  reference  books. 
The  subjects  discussed  were  i)  scope  and  methods  of  refer- 
ence work,  2)  dictionaries,  3)  encyclopedias,  4)  hand  books 
of  general  information,  5)  periodical  indexes,  6)  book  indexes 
and  bibliographies,  7)  reference  books  on  philosophy  and 
religion,  8)  on  sociology,  9)  on  language,  10)  on  natural 
science  and  useful  arts,  11)  on  fine  arts,  12)  on  literature, 
books  of  quotations,  etc.,  13)  on  history  and  geography, 
14)  on  biography,  15)  on  genealogy  and  heraldry,  16)  public 
documents.  At  each  meeting  an  informal  talk  was  given 
on  some  of  the  best  and  most  practical  reference  books  on 
a  given  subject.  Notes  were  taken  by  the  class  and  ques- 
tions given  them  to  be  looked  up  for  the  next  meeting  in 
the  books  discussed.  The  discussions  were  general  and  spon- 
taneous, questions  were  freely  asked  and  the  work  assigned 
was  faithfully  done.  At  the  end  of  the  course  each  member 
of  the  class  was  asked  to  prepare  a  list  of  the  first  35  refer- 
ence books  she  would  choose  for  a  smaU  library.  Each 
member  of  the  class  also  wrote  a  specimen  examination 
paper  giving  ten  questions  which  she  thought  would  fairly 
cover  the  work  of  the  course.  At  the  last  meeting  an  in- 
formal oral  examination  was  given  from  the  papers  sub- 
mitted. These  specimen  examination  papers  and  the 
selected  lists  of  reference  books  prepared  showed  that  intel- 
ligent and  thorough  work  had  been  done. 

The  object  of  the  course  was  to  familiarize  the  members 
of  the  staff  with  the  reference  resources  of  the  library'so  that 
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they  should  know  the  books  personally  and  be  able  to  guide 
readers  promptly  to  the  best  sources  of  information. 

On  November  14  the  reference  librarian  spoke  by  request 
to  the  Colored  Teachers'  Institute  on  the  use  of  the  books 
at  the  Colored  Branch  by  teachers  and  schools.  On  No- 
vember 18  a  talk  on  The  Library  and  the  School  was  given 
before  the  Louisville  Educational  Association.  In  this 
talk  were  outlined  the  various  ways  in  which  the  library 
and  especially  the  Reference  Department  stands  ready  to 
be  of  service  to  the  teachers  and  the  schools.  An  invitation 
was  given  the  teachers  to  come  to  the  library  in  small  groups 
for  informal  instruction  in  r^ard  to  the  use  of  the  card 
catalog,  the  arrangement  of  books  on  the  shelves,  and  the 
use  of  the  reference  books,  with  the  idea  that  this  informa- 
tion should  be  passed  on  by  the  teachers  to  their  pupils. 
This  invitation  was  accepted  by  a  considerable  number  of 
teachers.  One  group  of  twelve  came  at  8.30  on  Saturday 
morning  and  spent  an  hour  and  a  half  in  taking  notes  on 
various  reference  books  shown  and  explained  to  them. 

On  January  3  a  talk  was  given  before  the  Woman's  Club 
of  Louisville  on  the  aims  and  work  of  the  library  and  espe- 
cially on  its  relation  to  the  clubs  of  the  city.  On  June  21a 
paper  was  read  before  the  Kentucky  State  Federation  of 
Woman's  Clubs  at  Mt.  Sterling  on  the  place  of  a  public 
library  in  a  community,  and  what  club  women  have  done 
and  may  do  in  helping  to  establish  libraries  throughout 
the  state. 

Previous  to  the  opening  of  the  Portland  and  Colored 
branches  a  selected  list  of  reference  books  was  prepared 
and  a  list  of  periodicals  for  each  of  these  branches.  The 
assistants  to  the  librarians  of  the  Highland  and  Portland 
branches  have  attended  the  meetings  of  the  staff -class  at 
the  Main  Library.  The  librarians  of  the  branches  keep  a 
record  of  topics  upon  which  information  is  called  for,  and 
the  reference  librarian  attempts  to  keep  in  close  touch 
with  the  reference  work  and  needs  of  the  branch  libraries. 

In  the  absence  of  the  head  of  the  department  during 
the  summer  the  reading  and  reference  room  was  in  charge 
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of  Miss  FuUerton,  who  with  the  aid  of  Miss  Humphrey 
accomplished  among  other  things,  a  large  amount  of  work 
upon  club  and  other  reference  lists  for  the  coming  year. 
During  the  summer  and  throughout  the  year  the  evening 
and  Sunday  afternoon  work^f  the  reference  room  has  been 
for  the  larger  part  of  the  time  in  charge  of  Miss  Thomas. 
The  enthusiastic  and  faithful  assistance  of  these  members 
of  the  staif  is  invaluable  and  sincerely  appreciated. 

Marilla  Waite  Freeman 
Head  of  Reference  Department 

CHILDREISPS  DEPARTMENT 

The  Trustees  are  acting  wisely  in  emphasizing  the  far- 
reaching  importance  of  this  department.  The  success  it  has 
attained  is  due  in  large  measure  to  the  energy  and  enthu- 
siasm of  the  children's  librarian.  In  the  belief  that  the 
chief  hope  for  developing  the  reading  habit  and  the  love  of 
good  books  lies  with  the  young  the  library  has  planned  from 
the  beginning  to  give  the  children  the  best  and  in  abtmdance. 
Although  it  has  been  in  operation  only  ten  months,  it  has 
taken  rank  with  the  leading  children's  libraries  of  the  coun- 
try by  virtue  of  its  collection  of  books,  the  charm  of  its 
furnishings  and  the  number  and  nature  of  its  activities. 

The  response  on  the  part  of  the  children  was  immediate 
and  extensive.  Although  the  Ubrary  is  on  the  fifth  floor, 
they  came  in  such  crowds  as  to  be  almost  unmanageable 
until  the  small  adjoining  room  occupied  by  the  Chess  Club 
was  added  to  the  department.  The  present  arrangement 
permits  entrance  at  one  door  and  exit  at  another  during 
rush  hours. 

The  experiment  of  distributing  books  at  seven  stations 
during  the  summer  months  proved  interesting  and  sug- 
gestive. It  not  only  supplied  some  patrons  in  those  vicin- 
ities more  conveniently  and  reached  others  not  before 
touched  but  also  emphasized  the  need  of  a  certain  kind  of 
missionary  work  in  order  to  inform  the  people  of  their 
opportimities  and  enlarge  the  library's  sphere  of  influence. 

Cooperation  with  the  schools  is  a  watchword  of  the 
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department.  No  effort  has  been  made  however  to  bring 
unbidden  treasures  to  overworked  teachers.  The  plan  is 
to  make  the  library  indispensable  to  them  in  their  work  on 
account  of  its  helpfulness.  This  has  been  accomplished  in 
many  cases  through  the  general  spirit  and  actual  work  of 
the  department,  the  collection  of  mounted  pictures  for 
circulation,  the  section  of  books  set  apart  for  the  particular 
use  of  teachers  and  other  special  privil^es  to  them.  The 
numerous  talks  to  schools  by  the  children's  librarian  has 
done  much  toward  promoting  friendly  relations  by  explain- 
ing the  advantages  and  methods  of  the  library  and  em- 
phasizing what  it  is  prepared  and  willing  to  do.  In  this 
cooperation  lies  a  large  field  rich  in  opportunity  for  both 
teacher  and  librarian.  The  hearty  reception  given  to 
efforts  made  in  this  direction  justifies  the  belief  that  an 
enterprise  big  with  possibiUties  for  the  schools  has  been 
auspiciously  launched. 

Report  of  the  Children's  Department 

To  the  Librarian: 

The  Children's  Department  was  formally  opened  Octo- 
ber 31  with  exercises  at  the  First  Christian  Church.  The 
attendance  was  so  great  from  the  very  beginning  that  the 
children  could  not  be  comfortably  accommodated  in  the 
large  room  set  apart  for  them.  The  congestion  was  much 
rielieved  by  the  annexation  of  the  adjoining  room. 

In  furnishing  and  equipment  these  rooms  are  generally 
considered  to  come  very  close  to  the  ideal.  The  high  walls 
are  tinted  a  soft  shade  of  red,  harmonizing  beautifully  with 
the  dull  finish  of  the  mission  furniture.  The  pictures  and 
plaster  casts  were  carefully  selected,  only  a  few  of  the  best 
copies  of  the  masters  being  chosen,  thus  giving  room  for  a 
gradual  growth  by  donation  or  purchase.  A  picture  frieze 
representing  Noah's  Ark  extends  along  the  top  of  the  shelves 
the  full  length  of  the  room  and  is  a  source  of  much  admira- 
tion by  old  and  young.  The  long  line  of  shelving  is  broken 
at  pleasing  intervals  by  corticene  btdletin  boards  some  of 
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which  are  provided  with  hinges  and  locks  which  afford  much 
needed  cupboard  space.  Window  boxes  and  potted  plants 
add  greatly  to  the  cheerfulness  of  the  room. 

Since  October  31,  3,879  children  have  become  members 
of  the  library  and  47,575  books  have  been  circulated.  Many 
parents  and  teachers  as  well  as  boys  and  girls  of  high  school 
age  holding  adult  cards  have  made  use  of  this  department. 
Teachers  come  in  order  to  become  better  acquainted  with 
children's  books  and  to  use  such  as  are  helpful  to  them  in 
their  work.  Because  of  the  many  demands  for  books  of 
interest  to  grade  teachers  a  special  collection  has  been  set 
aside  for  their  use.  Many  have  formed  the  habit  on  their 
regular  visits  to  the  library  of  looking  over  this  collection 
and  watching  for  new  accessions. 

Realizing  the  educational  value  of  pictures  a  collection 
was  started  with  226  Cosmos  prints  as  a  nucleus.  To  this 
additions  are  made  month  by  month,  most  of  them  cut 
from  magazines  and  railroad  folders  donated  by  friends  un- 
til now  there  are  4,548.  All  pictures  are  careftdly  motmted 
on  dark  gray  cards  of  imiform  size  8  by  10  inches,  classi- 
fied and  arranged  in  a  vertical  file  so  that  those  on  a  given 
subject  can  easily  be  fotmd.  They  are  a  great  help  to 
teachers  of  day  and  Simday  schools,  leaders  of  children's 
clubs,  lecturers  and  newspaper  reporters.  In  the  prepara- 
tion of  bulletins  and  illustrated  reading  lists  they  are 
invaluable. 

A  list  of  juvenile  books  suitable  for  Christmas  presents 
was  prepared  in  December.  Printed  copies  of  the  Ust  were 
distributed  free  and  the  books  themselves  kept  on  exhibition 
for  two  weeks  in  the  children's  room  where  they  were  ex- 
amined by  parents,  teachers  and  others  interested  in  this 
form  of  gift.  This  list  proved  so  helpful  that  patrons  began 
to  call  for  others.  So  far  the  demand  has  been  supplied  by 
mimeographed  lists. 

Every  effort  is  made  by  the  children's  librarian  to  come 
in  personal  contact  with  the  children,  to  mingle  with  them 
before  the  shelves  and  fit  the  book  to  the  child.  To  supple- 
ment such  efforts  a  weekly  story  hour  was  inaugurated 
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primarily  for  the  ptirpose  pf  interesting  the  children  in  the 
best  literature.  The  room  was  usually  crowded  and  often 
children  had  to  be  turned  away.  The  eager  quest  for  books 
suggested  in  the  story  hour  is  proof  of  its  success.  As  far 
as  possible  the  same  plan  of  story  telling  was  carried  out  at 
the  branches.  Volunteer  services  of  several  ladies  were 
gladly  accepted  there  as  well  as  at  the  Main  Library  where 
the  more  pressing  duties  of  the  children's  librarian  prevented 
her  from  conducting  the  story  hour  herself.  Special  thanks 
are  due  to  Misses  Nannie  Lee  Frayser,  Jessie  Arnold,  Jane 
Akin,  Elizabeth  Akin,  Emma  Loving,  Caroline  Barbour, 
Elizabeth  Barbour,  Susan  Clark,  Mrs.  Mason  Maury,  Mrs. 
Bemardi  and  Mrs.Weatherby. 

During  May  and  June  the  children's  librarian  gave  123 
informal  talks  to  the  children  of  the  public  schools  and 
addressed  several  meetings  of  teachers  and  others  interested 
in  children's  library  work,  the  object  being  to  explain  the 
work  of  the  Children's  Department,  to  correct  mistaken 
ide^s  and  to  interest  possible  new  members.  A  large  in- 
crease in  registration  resulted  and  a  better  appreciation  of 
all  that  the  Children's  Department  aims  to  accomplish. 
During  these  visits  it  was  found  that  hundreds  of  children 
were  debarred  from  the  use  of  the  library  because  of  the 
distance  and  the  expense  of  car  fare.  As  the  children  could 
not  come  to  the  library  the  library  decided  to  go  to  the 
children.  Seven  strategic  points  were  selected  to  which 
books  could  be  sent.  Three  of  these  were  at  the  public 
play  grounds: 

Baxter  Square  at  Twelfth  and  Green  streets 

Boone  Square  at  Nineteenth  and  Rowan  streets 

Triangle  Park  at  Third  street  and  Park  place. 

A  shelter  was  offered  there  for  the  books.  The  use  of 
a  room  and  other  conveniences  were  offered  at : 

Point  Kindergarten  at  Adams  and  Van  Buren  streets 

Sylvia  Avenue  School 

Lotiisville  Settlement  House  at  Shelby  and  Jefferson 
streets. 
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A  station  for  colored  children  in  the  east  end  was  estab- 
lished at  Roselane  and  Hancock  streets  Colored  Mission. 
In  ten  weeks  the  registration  at  these  stations  was  415  and 
the  circulation  1,408.  The  importance  of  this  work  can  not 
be  too  strongly  emphasized.  With  practically  no  expense 
these  seven  miniature  libraries  have  been  a  very  important 
factor  in  spreading  the  influence  of  the  library  to  the  more 
remote  districts  of  the  city. 

Their  service  should  not  be  judged  by  registration  and 
circulation  alone  but  rather  by  the  large  amotmt  of  personal 
work  accomplished.  In  many  instances  a  library  interest 
was  aroused  where  previously  there  had  been  a  vague  and 
often  mistaken  idea  of  the  functions  of  the  library. 

The  staff  of  the  Children's  Department  includes  in  addi- 
tion to  the  children's  librarian  one  assistant  and  a  page. 
The  development  of  this  department  has  reached  such 
dimensions  that  there  will  be  imperative  need  of  another 
assistant  with  the  beginning  of  fall  and  winter  work. 

The  help  and  encouragement  given  by  members  of  the 
library  staff  are  gratefully  acknowledged. 

Adeline  Zachert 
Head  of  Children's  Department 

BRANCH  LIBRARIES 

There  are  now  three  branches  in  operation,  all  in  rented 
quarters.  Two  were  opened  during  the  year.  They  were 
made  very  attractive  at  moderate  cost  and  are  steadily 
growing  in  popularity.  A  single  year  has  demonstrated 
the  importance  and  possibiUties  of  the  branch  service. 
Although  one  branch  has  been  open  only  eight  and  one 
II  months,  the  three  together  have  circulated  77,432  vol- 
umes, or  24  per  cent  of  the  total  number.  The  Portland 
Branch  for  eight  months  shows  an  average  circulation  of 
II  times  for  each  book  and  17  books  for  each  registered 
borrower. 

The  greatest  service  rendered  the  library  interests  of 
the  city  this  year  was  the  acceptance  by  the  General  Council 
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in  Jantiary  of  an  additional  $200,000  from  Andrew  Carnegie 
for  branch  buildings.  This  action  contemplates  and  makes 
possible  a  system  of  branches  that  will  be  in  keeping  with 
the  splendid  central  plant  now  in  construction.  Building 
lots  for  three  of  these  have  been  secured  and  the  general 
location  of  the  fourth  determined.  Negotiations  for  two 
more  sites  are  now  pending.  These  six  buildings  will 
probably  exhaust  the  means  available  for  that  purpose, 
although  the  original  appeal  for  fxmds  contemplated  eight. 
Much  gentiine  interest  and  enthusiasm  are  being  manifested 
by  the  people  in  various  localities  in  their  efforts  to  secure 
branch  libraries  and  raise  money  to  provide  sites.  A  full 
accoxmt  of  what  has  been  done  at  each  branch  follows. 

Highland  Branch 

This  is  the  only  branch  that  has  been  in  operation  a 
full  year.  It  shows  a  steady  growth  in  size  and  amount 
of  work  done.  Without  interrupting  the  service  to  the 
public  it  has  been  completely  re-organized  and  re-cataloged 
in  conformity  with  the  uniform  system  for  all  the  branches. 

Citizens  of  the  neighborhood  raised  $4,000  by  subscrip- 
tion for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  on  the  south  comer  of  New 
Broadway  and  Highland  avenue,  where  these  streets  form 
an  obtuse  angle.  The  lot  is  in  the  form  of  a  trapezoid 
with  two  right  angles.  It  is  51  feet  on  New  Broadway 
and  148  feet  on  Highland  avenue;  the  back  lines  are  100 
and  140  feet  respectively.  This  site  presented  a  problem 
which  was  solved  by  the  architects  with  plans  for  an  L 
shaped  building  with  ends  toward  the  streets  and  the 
entrance  in  the  open  comer.  The  ends  are  26  feet  across 
and  the  sides  60  feet  long.  It  will  be  built  of  brick  with 
stone  trimmings,  one  story  with  high  basement.  On  the 
main  floor  the  delivery  desk  is  reached  immediately  on 
entering;  back  of  it  is  the  reference  comer;  to  the  left  is 
the  adult  room,  to  the  right  the  children's  room.  In  the 
basement  are  four  rooms  for  lecture,  boiler,  receiving  and 
storage,  and  class  or  club  purposes.  The  building  will 
cost  about  $25,000.     Working  drawings  and  specifications 
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have  been  approved  by  the  Building  Committee  and  tenta- 
tive bids  are  now  being  received  by  the  architects.  It  is 
expected  that  work  on  this  building  will  begin  in  a  short 
time.  It  will  be  the  first  Carnegie  branch  library  building 
in  the  South.    The  floor  plans  are  given  in  Appendix  I. 

Report  of  the  Highland  Branch 

To  the  Librarian: 

During,  the  past  year  the  work  of  this  branch  has  devel- 
oped steadily  and  a  solid  foundation  has  been  laid  for  the 
future.  A  source  of  great  satisfaction  is  the  amoxmt  of 
reference  work  with  school  children  and  the  circulation 
among  yotmg  men  of  books  on  scientific  subjects, 
notably  electricity.  A  strenuous  effort  has  been  made  to 
increase  the  percentage  of  non-fiction  circulated.  This  is 
slowly  being  accomplished  by  weeding  out  much  imdesirable 
fiction  and  securing  a  better  collection  of  classed  books. 
Many  of  the  books  that  were  donated  when  the  library 
was  a  little  orphan  struggling  for  existence  are  dead  weights 
on  the  shelves,  some  are  cheap  editions,  while  others  have 
a  poverty-stricken  air  from  much  mending.  The  total 
number  of  volumes  is  3,697  and  the  circulation  for  the 
year  34,586,  an  increase  of  more  than  25  per  cent  over 
last  year.  The  largest  circulation  was  207  March  27,  the 
smallest  44  June  15,  average  113.  Since  6  January  1905 
only  two  books  have  been  lost. 

In  April  the  first  collection  of  books  suitable  for  school 
children  in  the  second  and  third  grades  was  received. 
The  teachers  of  these  grades  in  the  two  schools  accessible 
to  us  were  invited  to  bring  their  pupils  to  see  them  during 
the  week  they  were  on  exhibition.  The  Kttle  folks  came  in 
such  numbers  there  were  not  enough  books  to  go  around. 
Fifty  children  under  nine  years  were  added  to  the  library 
membership  in  two  weeks.  Since  that  time  whenever  new 
books  arrive  they  are  kept  on  exhibition  four  days  before 
being  circulated.  This  method  calls  forth  many  reserve 
postals  for  new  novels  but  there  is  also  an  improved  demand 
for  the  classed  books. 
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Since  October  i  three  hours  a  day  have  been  given  to 
the  Central  Library  by  the  librarian-in-charge  or  her 
assistant  except,  when  some  accumulated  work  had  to  be 
done  at  the  branch. 

In  February  this  branch  opened  on  Sunday  afternoon 
for  reading  and  reference.  As  it  is  situated  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  eight  churches,  two  cemeteries  and  one 
park,  all  of  which  are  well  attended  on  Sunday  in  pleasant 
weather,  the  number  of  visitors  at  this  seat  of  mental 
improvement  has  been  small  thus  far,  but  with  the  coming 
of  the  dreary  days  it  will  probably  increase. 

Early  in  spring  a  notice  was  placed  on  the  bulletin 
board  **  Please  bring  flowers  to  the  library.*'  From  that 
time  there  have  been  few  days  when  there  were  not  from 
one  to  six  btmches  of  flowers  received,  many  of  them  small 
affairs  with  short  stems  held  in  tiny  little  hands  and  bash- 
fully presented.  A  very  kindly  relation  has  thus  been 
established  between  the  assistants  and  the  public.  Forty 
five  books  were  also  given  by  eight  persons. 

The  story  hour  was  much  enjoyed  each  week  with  the 
room  usually  crowded.  In  June  Miss  Nannie  Barbee 
voltmteered  to  entertain  the  children  one  afternoon  with 
some  of  her  delightful  impersonations  of  the  old  time 
negro.  As  she  had  been  our  star  attraction  at  two  previous 
entertainments  at  which  she  retained  a  large  share  of  the 
proceeds,  her  offer  was  promptly  accepted  and  highly 
appreciated. 

Since  last  August  about  one  third  of  the  time  of  the 

librarian-in-charge    has   been   given   to   revising   the    old 

catalog.     Not  being  familiar  with  the  numerous  cabalistic 

signs  used  in  cataloging  at  the  Main  Library  she  made 

countless  errors  and  became  almost  hopelessly  perplexed 

over  so  much  erasing,  altering,  drop-lettering  and  finally 

re-writing.     As  soon  as  the  catalog  is  revised  the  work 

will  proceed  smoothly  and  with  new  books  in  abimdance 

and  a  new  building  in  prospect  we. hope  to  have  a  fine 

record  for  next  year. 

Mary  B.  Pratt 

Branch  Librarian 
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Portland  Branch 

This  the  third  branch  in  the  order  of  establishment 
has  been  open  only  eight  months,  but  it  has  already  attained 
a  prominent  place  in  that  section  of  the  city.  For  several 
months  it  led  in  attendance  and  circulation  and  it  bids 
fair  to  become  the  most  popular  of  the  branches  so  far 
organized.  It  is  located  in  a  large  store  room  60  by  20 
feet  which  is  part  of  the  first  floor  of  an  old  opera  house. 
The  wall  paper  though  new  in  the  beginning  has  had  to 
be  renewed  on  accotmt  of  water  leakage  in  heavy  storms. 
Still  the  room  is  pleasantly  furnished  and  is  the  most 
commodious  of  all  the  branches.  Two  rooms  in  the  rear 
are  used  only  for  fuel,  closet  and  storage  purposes.  Most 
of  the  shelving  is  made  in  the  form  of  portable  wall  cases 
so  that  it  can  be  used  elsewhere  if  desired. 

The  1,371  volumes  with  which  this  branch  began  were 
kept  on  the  shelves  one  week  for  inspection  by  the  public 
before  the  library  was  opened.  During  that  time  borrowers 
were  registered  and  given  an  opportunity  to  examine  the 
books  and  get  an  idea  of  the  library  as  a  whole. 

Steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Taxpayers  League  and 
a  Woman's  Auxiliary  toward  raising  funds  for  a  building 
site.  Considerable  work  will  still  be  necessary  before  this 
object  is  attained.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Trustees  to 
erect  one  of  the  Carnegie  buildings  in  that  vicinity  as  soon 
as  a  site  is  sectired. 

Report  of  the  Portland  Branch 

To  ike  Librarian: 

On  the  1 8th  of  December  1905  the  Portland  Branch 
Library  was  opened  with  1,371  books.  Now  there  are 
2,379,  including  720  juvenile  and  83  reference.  Consider- 
ing their  constant  use,  they  are  in  good  condition;  316 
have  been  mended  and  59  sent  to  the  bindery.  Only 
three  were  not  accounted  for  in  the  July  inventory. 


6o  Louisville  Free  Public  Library 

The  attendance  in  eight  and  one-half  months  was 
40,515,  the  largest  being  9,659  in  January  and  the  smallest 
2,421  in  August.  Often  during  the  winter  there  were  50 
to  60  boys  and  girls  in  the  room  at  once.  The  maxim  of 
the  right  book  to  the  right  person  had  to  be  abandoned  in 
the  effort  to  find  one  book  for  each  person  on  account 
of  the  scarcity  of  volumes.  One  evening  when  not  a  single 
juvenile  book  was  left  on  the  shelves  it  was  decided  to 
read  aloud  and  select  for  the  children  from  the  few  remain- 
ing books  for  adults. 

The  total  registration  of  borrowers  is  1,579,  of  which 
707  are  adult  and  872  juvenile.  There  are  82  unclaimed 
cards  registered  previous  to  July  i,  leaving  1,497  actual 
borrowers. 

In  231  days  25,003  books  have  been  drawn  for  home 
use.  On  an  average  each  book  has  been  out  11  times, 
while  each  borrower  has  had  17  books,  or  two  per  month. 
The  largest  circtilation  for  one  day  was  241  on  March  5, 
the  smallest  20  on  December  20,  average  117.  The  per- 
centage of  fiction  drawn  is  65. 

At  first  it  was  hard  to  get  order  in  the  room  and  at  the 
same  time  keep  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  library  until  they 
learned  to  love  the  books.  While  we  are  not  yet  perfect, 
it  is  a  delight  to  report  that  a  truly  library  atmosphere  has 
been  obtained  without  posting  any  obnoxious  signs. 

A  scheme  for  teaching  children  to  keep  the  books  in 
order  has  been  devised.  When  a  book  is  removed  the 
borrower  leaves  his  card  in  its  place  on  the  shelf  until  the 
book  is  returned  or  taken  from  the  library.  The  plan  works 
admirably. 

Twenty  bulletins  and  book-lists  were  made  during  the 
year.  Those  attracting  most  attention  dealt  with  Indians 
of  North  America;  China  and  Japan;  George  Washington; 
Easter;  and  Wood,  river  and  shore,  or  outdoor  books  for 
summer  reading.  Many  of  our  patrons  come  with  book 
lists  made  from  these  bulletins.  Some  of  the  children  liave 
an  author  and  title  list  which  they  check  as  they  read. 
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Dtaring  the  winter  a  story  hour  or  reading  was  conducted 
once  a  week  by  the  librarian  and  friends.  An  illustrated 
lectins  on  China  and  Japan  given  free  by  Mr.  William  Ken- 
drick  crowded  the  room  with  331  persons.  The  use  of  a 
lantern  was  secured  through  contributions  of  friends  of  the 
library.  The  lecture  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  and  stimula- 
ted the  demand  for  everything  in  the  library  on  that  subject. 

The  library  certainly  does  not  lack  appreciation  by  the 
people,  especially  by  those  who  have  received  books  bought 
at  their  request.  Tradesmen  and  others  are  grateful  in 
their  constant  use  of  the  reference  collection  which  has 
served  in  searching  out  408  reference  topics.  Many  gifts 
of  flowers  have  added  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  room, 
with  its  much  admired  window  gardens.  There  have  also 
been  donations  of  books  and  magazines,  of  which  three  sets 
were  put  into  temporary  binders  and  widely  circulated. 

The  branch  has  been  open  on  Stmday  from  2  to  9  for 
six  months,  the  attendance  being  805  boys,  265  girls,  48 
men  and  28  women,  total  1,146.  Of  these,  521  came  before, 
and  625  after  6  o'clock.  With  few  exceptions  they  are  the 
same  children  who  attend  during  the  week. 

A  quiet  room  for  adults  is  needed  where  they  can  read 
apart  from  the  passing  crowd  and  the  ever  opening  door.  The 
unused  room  in  the  rear  could  be  fitted  for  this  purpose 
with  small  effort  and  expense.  This  would  also  provide  a 
meeting  place  for  a  boys*  reading  club,  which  is  to  be  organ- 
ized if  it  meets  the  approval  of  the  *'  powers  that  be." 

Jennie  O.  Cochran 
Branch  Librarian 

Colored  Branch 

From  the  beginning  the  Trustees  were  agreed  that  a 
separate  branch  would  be  the  most  effective  way  of  bringing 
the  benefits  of  the  library  home  to  the  40,000  negroes  of  the 
city.  After  some  difficulty  three  small  rooms  having  a 
floor  space  of  about  11  by  41  feet  were  rented  at  11 25  West 
Chestnut  street  and  furnished,  the  rear  one  for  children. 
About  1,400  new  books  were  placed  on  the  shelves  classified 
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and  cataloged  according  to  the  same  system  used  in  all  the 
libraries.  The  printed  regulations  governing  the  use  of  the 
library  were  modified  somewhat  in  the  interest  of  greater 
freedom  and  ease  for  the  user.  Of  appUcants  for  Ubrary 
privileges  only  their  own  signature  and  that  of  a  responsi- 
ble person  as  reference  are  required.  Borrowers  carry  only 
one  card  but  may  draw  any  ntunber  of  books  for  special 
study. 

The  opening  of  the  library  was  characterized  as  marking 
an  epoch  in  the  development  of.  the  race.  The  reading 
class  among  the  negroes  is  small  and  the  library  is  patronized 
largely  by  school  children  of  the  grades  and  of  the  high 
school,  by  teachers  and  ministers  most  of  whom  come  to  it 
for  serious  purposes.  This  may  account  for  the  smaller 
percentage  of  fiction  circtdated  here  than  in  the  other 
libraries.  Their  preference  for  books  by  and  about  their  own 
people  shotdd  be  an  encouragement  to  colored  authors  of 
ability.  Readers  have  free  access  to  all  the  shelves  and 
may  help  themselves  to  any  book  in  the  library. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  library  is  the  attractiveness 
of  the  quarters.  They  are  small  but  well  adapted  to  their 
piupose.  The  front  yard  with  its  well  kept  bit  of  lawn  and 
flower  bed  is  a  standing  invitation  to  enter  where  every- 
thing is  neat  and  quiet  and  a  distinctly  library  atmosphere 
prevails.  It  is  not  only  suppljring  the  intellectual  wants 
of  the  people  but  it  serves  as  a  permanent  object  lesson  in 
cleanliness  and  order. 

The  Trustees  purchased  a  lot  69  by  120  feet  for  $3,105 
on  the  southwest  comer  of  Tenth  and  Chestnut  streets. 
The  working  drawings  are  now  in  preparation  by  the  archi- 
tects. The  general  plans  are  given  in  Appendix  J. 
They  call  for  a  $25,000  building  45  by  77  feet,  one 
story  and  basement  of  brick  with  stone  trimmings.  The 
main  floor  will  contain  the  delivery  desk  near  the  en- 
trance with  room  for  floor  cases  in  the  rear.  To  the  left 
on  entering  is  an  office  for  the  librarian  and  the  children's 
room ;  to  the  right  the  adult  room.  The  whole  floor  can  be 
easily  supervised  from  one  central  point.     The  basement 
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will  contain  the  boiler  room,  a  small  place  for  receipts  and 
storage,  a  lecture  room  and  two  class  rooms  so  arranged 
that  their  full  seating  capacity  can  be  added  to  the  lecture 
roam. 

Report  of  the  G>Iored  Branch 

To  the  Librarian: 

September  23,  1905  was  made  memorable  by  the  open- 
ing of  the  Colored  Branch  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public 
Library,  fitting  exercises  being  held  in  the  Ejiox  Presbyte- 
rian Church.  Since  that  time  the  attendance  has  been 
35 » 734-  Cards  entitling  them  to  draw  books  have  been 
issued  to  1,834  persons,  1,147  adults  and  687  children. 
The  munber  of  books  drawn  for  home  use  is  17,838.  The 
largest  circulation  was  160  May  31,  smallest  22  on  December 
28,  average  58. 

The  Ubrary  began  with  a  choice  collection  of  1,400  vol- 
umes, but  now  has  2,797.  Only  three  books  cotdd  not  be 
accoimted  for  in  the  Jtdy  inventory. 

There  are  also  on  file  42  of  the  best  magazines  and  peri- 
odicals which  are  included  in  the  list  imder  Appendix  G. 
Those  marked  with  a  star  are  donated.  Among  the  most 
popular  magazines  are  the  Colored  American,  Delineator, 
Good  Housekeeping,  Ladies*  Home  Jotimal,  Voice  of  the 
Negro  and  the  Youth's  Companion. 

The  popularity  of  colored  authors  is  a  noticeable  fact. 
Up  from  slavery  by  Booker  T.  Washington  was  the  first 
book  drawn  for  home  reading.  Among  the  books  which 
have  had  the  largest  circtdation  are  Chesnutt,  Marrow  of 
tradition;  Frederick  Douglas,  Life  and  time  of;  Du  Bois, 
Souls  of  black  folk;  Dimbar's  poems;  and  Washington, 
Character  building.  Up  from  slavery  and  Working  with  the 
hands. 

The  library  is  patronized  by  all  classes,  teachers  and 
preachers  taking  special  interest.  It  is  gratif)ring  to  note 
that  the  public  school  teachers  early  recognized  the  value 
of  the  library  to  their  pupils  and  to  themselves  and  that 
some  have  been  incessant  in  trying  to  bring  the  children  in 
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touch  with  it.  Its  location  near  the  Colored  High  School 
makes  it  of  special  advantage  to  the  high  school  pupils  who 
use  it  as  a  reference  library.  A  large  number  visit  it  daily. 
Special  attention  is  given  to  their  questions  and  to  the 
topics  assigned  by  their  teachers.  Following  are  the  refer- 
ence questions  for  a  single  day,  May  9 :  Something  on  the 
life  of  Kant;  Martin  Luther;  Humboldt;  Fichte;  Benedict 
Arnold's  death  bed;  Description  of  cray  fish;  History  of 
Louisville;  Felicia  D.  Hemans;  Omnibus  Bill;  Goethe; 
Presidential  campaign  of  1800-01 ;  Date  of  the  organization 
of  the  Church  of  our  Merciful  Saviour. 

Under  the  supervision  of  the  branch  assistant  a  boys' 
reading  club  has  been  organized,  which  meets  at  the  library 
once  a  week  except  during  the  summer  months.  Its  pur- 
pose is  to  acquaint  the  boys  with  some  of  the  best  authors 
and  to  create  a  taste  for  wholesome  literature. 

Another  interesting  feature  is  the  children's  story  hour, 
which  has  continued  during  the  school  term.  One  after- 
noon each  week  the  principals  of  the  colored  kindergartens 
meet  alternately  with  the  children  and  read  and  tell  stories 
of  various  kinds  found  in  the  library,  much  to  the  delight 
of  the  little  ones.  The  interest  of  the  children  is  aroused, 
new  ideas  are  formed  and  tmconsciously  a  taste  for  reading 
is  acquired. 

Owing  to  the  distance  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in  the 
nimiber  of  borrowers  in  the  east  end  district.  This  has 
been  partially  overcome  by  the  establishment  there  of  a 
library  station  which  is  open  once  a  week  from  4  to  6  p.  m. 
More  effective  work  could  be  done  if  this  station  were  open 
twice  a  week.  With  the  proper  location  and  the  necessary 
books  it  promises  to  be  well  patronized. 

In  May  and  Jtme  the  various  churches  and  schools  were 
visited  by  the  librarian  and  his  assistant  and  brief  addresses 
made,  explaining  what  the  library  aims  to  do  and  how  it 
may  be  used.  The  resulting  increase  in  attendance  and  cir- 
culation emphasized  our  need  of  additional  reading  room 
space  and  more  adequate  provision  for  small  children. 
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Since  February  the  library  has  been  open  Sundays 
from  2  to  9  p.  m.  with  an  average  attendance  of  18.  While 
the  Sunday  opening  serves  a  good  purpose  for  a  few  people, 
it  has  not  been  popular. 

We  are  profotmdly  grateful  for  the  advice  and  instruc- 
tion of  the  head  librarian  given  both  at  the  Main  Library 
and  on  frequent  visits  to  this  library ;  also  to  the  children's 
librarian  for  valuable  suggestions  made  from  time  to  time. 

Thos.  F.  Blue 

Branch  Librarian 

Parkland  Branch 

In  July  1905  through  the  efforts  of  the  Parkland  Pro- 
gressive Club  a  lot  100  by  120  feet  on  Twenty-eighth  street 
and  Virginia  avenue  was  donated  to  the  library  as  a  site 
for  a  branch  building.  In  July  1906  the  Trustees  voted  to 
erect  there  a  $20,000  building  and  elected  Brinton  B.  Davis 
architect,  who  is  now  preparing  plans.  The  work  will  be 
pushed  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  permit. 


This  report  would  be  incomplete  without  an  acknowl- 
edgement of  the  help  and  encouragement  that  has  come 
from  the  active  interest  and  wise  cotmsel  on  the  part  of  the 
Trustees,  the  hearty  cooperation  on  the  part  of  the  members 
of  the  staff  and  the  general  appreciation  of  the  library  on 
the  part  of  the  public. 

Respectftdly  submitted 

William  F.  Yust 

Librarian 
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APPBNIXX  A 

ATTENDANCE  1905-06 


1905  Main 

September    27,774 

October 29,336 

November 42,097 

December 37»758 

1906 

January 40,865 

February 36,656 

March   42,108 

April   34.770 

May 30,093 

June 28,175 

July 25,884 

August    26,159 

401,675 


Branches 


Highland 


3»O0O 
(estimated) 

3,000 
(estimated) 

3.522 

3,528 

4,871 
4,653 
5.048 
4,182 

3.897 
3.501 

3.195 
3,030 

45.427 


Portland 


2,768 

9.695 
5.960 

6.179 
4.323 
3.466 
2,852 

2,887 
2,421 

40,551 


Colored 


583 
4,401 

4.132 
2,735 

4,180 

3.408 

3.838 

2.655 

3,217 

2.334 
2,276 

2,067 
35.826 


Total 
31.357 

36,737 

49,751 
46,789 

59.611 
50,677 
57.173 
45,930 

40,673 
36,862 

34.242 

33.677 

523.479 
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APPBNDIXB 

aROJLATION  i9054)6 


1905 

Main 

Branches 

Totol 

Higliland 

Portland 

Colored 

September    

October 

16,884 

17,252 

23,037 
21,908 

24,727 
22,525 

25,251 

19,347 
18,884 

17,107 

17,594 
17.519 

2.318 

2,577 

2,933 
2,828 

3.481 
3,287 
3,922 
2,901 
2,814 

2,429 
2,505 
2,591 

74 
1,357 
1,545 
1,381 

1,673 
1,538 
1,750 

1,583 
2,228 
1,712 

1.743 
1,254 

19,276 
21,186 

November  ...... 

27.515 
26,933 

33.776 

30,789 
35,044 

December 

1906 

January  

February 

Marrh 

816 

3,895 

3,439 
4,121 

2,958 

2,755 
2,382 

2,504 
2,133 

April   

26,789 

May 

26,681 

"*••/  

Tune 

23.6^0 

J  "**"*' 

July 

24,371 

August    

23,497 

242,035 

34,586 

25,003 

17,838 

319,487 
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APPENDIX  D 
Volttfnct  Accestlooed  {  S^tember  1905 
to  31  August  1906 


Month 

lUin 

Olored 
Brsach 

HichUnd 
Brmndi 

Portland 
Biancli 

Total 

September 

October 

November 

December 

January 

February 

March 

2,313 

1,694 
286 

570 
869 
236 
619 
650 

551 
310 

342 

414 

288 

143 
196 
130 

172 
109 
108 

145 

147 

31 

79 
120 

71 
58 
81 
61 
129 

79 

84 

150 

121 

32 
104 

37 

53 
126 

525 
262 

208 

91 
67 
133 
119 
33 
65 
58 

2,725 
2,021 

1,088 

1,023 

1,378 

515 
878 

1,078 

938 
406 

590 
629 

April 

May 

"***j  

Tune 

J  *•*•*'  

July 

j*^j  

Auffust 

Total 

Cost 

8,854 
$8,662.44 

1,668 
$1,485.31 

1,007 
•956.89 

1.740 
$1,458.09 

13.269 
$12,562.73 
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APPENIXX  E 
Voltuncs  Gktalogcd  t  Septembcf  1906 
to  3f  Aagmt  1906 


Month 

Main 
Library 

Colortd 
Brmnch 

HlffbUad 
Branch 

Portland 
Branch 

Total 

September 

October 

November 

December 

January 

February 

March 

968 
2,405 

1,337 
1,089 

1.803 
1,338 

1,751 

2,160 

1,262 

682 

1.819 

1,103 

52 

161 

155 
124 
152 

9 
129 

124 

83 

187 

48 

113 

73 

83 
122 

105 
127 
152 
108 

67 
157 

313 

65 
522 

508 

186 

112 

178 
108 
104 

56 
121 

2,432 
2,635 
2,093 
1.835 
2.235 
1.707 
2,065 

2,549 

1.598 

888 

April 

May 

• 

Tune  . . 

July  &  August... 

2.284 

Total 

16,614 

2,279 

1,155 

2,273 

22,321 
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1,414  volumes,  1,266  pamphlets,  508  unbound  numbers  of  magazines;  8 
miscellaneous  gifts;  v=:volumes,  p=pamphlets,  m=unbound  numbers  of 
magazines. 


Adams,  Gilmer  S.     Iv 

Alexander,  Rev.  Gross     Iv 

Allen,  Lafon    3p 

Allen,  Lane  &  Scott    Iv 

Allen.  Mrs.  W.  W.     2v 

American  Unitarian  Assn.     lOv 

Army  War  College    Ip 

Atlanta  Carnegie  Library    Ip 

Atlantic  Union     Ip 

Banneker  Reading  Circle    1  picture 

Barbour,  L.  G.     Iv 

Barth,  Mayor  Paul  C.     Iv 

Bartholomew,  W.  H.     Iv 

Bausch  &  Lomb  Co.     Ip 

Baylor  University    Ip 

Beckham,  Gov.  J.  C.  W.     Iv 

Beckman,  Miss  Ida     17v 

Belknap,  W.  R.     2v    9m 

Berlin  Photographic  Co.     Ip 

Bemheim,  I.  W.     Iv    4p     1  Medal 

Bishop,  Miss  Hattie     1  set  minia- 
ture casts 

Blue,  T.  F.     4v 

Bodin,  T.  H.     Iv 

Bolton,  Mrs.  C.  E.     Iv 

Boston,  City  of     Ip 

Bowdoin  College    5p 

Brockton  Public  Library    Ip 

Brooklyn  Public  Library    7p 

Brown,  R.  W.     12v     12p    2m 

Bruce,  W.  H.     Iv 

Burton,  G.  L.     Ip 

Cambridge  Public  Library    2p 

Canadian  Year  Book     Ip 

Carnegie,  Andrew    Iv 

Caron  Directory  Co.     Iv 

Cedar  Rapids  Free  Public  Library  Ip 

Chicago,  University  of    2p 

Churoi  of  Jesus  Christ     Iv 

Cincinnati  Public  Library     Ip 

Cleveland  Public  Library     Ip 

Cornell  University    Ip 

Comwell,  Mrs.  C.  L.     12m 

Cosby,  Mrs.  F.  C.     86  Curios 

Cox,  Miss  E.  L.     Iv 

Cox,  L.  N.     Iv 

Cross,  W.  O.     79p 

Cummings,  T.  H.     Ip 

Cunningham,  Miss  Edith    9v 

Dartmouth  College    Ip 

Dayton  Public  Library    Ip 

Detroit  Public  Library    Ip 

Dickinson,  Thomas    2v 

District  of  Columbia  Public  Library 
13p 


Drexel  Institute    Ip 
Dulaney,  Miss    (See  Willis) 
Duquesne  Carnegie  Free  Library  Ip 
Durrett,  Col.  R.  T.     Iv 
East  Orange  Free  Public  Library  Ip 
Eberhard,  Mrs.  F.  L.    6v 
Enelow,  Dr.  H.  G.  and  others     Iv 
Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library    Ip 
Evanston  Free  Public  Library    Ip 
Ferguson,  E.  A.     Iv 
First  Church  of  Christ  Scientist     Iv 
Fletcher  Free  Library     Ip 
Gatchell,  A.  D.     4v 
Gordon  &  Gotch     Iv 
Grand  Rapids  Public  Library    Ip 
Grant,  H.  B.     Iv 
Gunterman,  Mrs.  E.  M.    288m 
Harvard  University    Iv    2p 
Haverhill  Public  Library    Ip 
Hawaii  Promotion  Committee     Ip 
Heywood,  W.  S.  &  A.  B.     3v     Ip 
Howell,  W.  O.     3v    3p 
Hughes,  R.  E.     "Ky.  Home  Com- 
ing" Souvenirs,  &c. 
Hughesdon,  Miss    Iv 
Illinois  Central  Railroad     Iv 
International  Institute  of  Bibliog- 
raphy   Ip 
Iron  Age     Iv    Ip 
Irrigation  Congress    Ip 
Jacksonville  Free  Public  Library  Ip 
Jersey  City  Free  Public  Library  2p 
Jewish  Settlement  in  America  (260th 

Anniversary  of)     Iv 
John  Crerar  Library    2p 
Keiser,  J.  E.     Iv 
Kendrick,  W.  C.     3v 
Ky.  Bureau  of  Agriculture    Iv 
Ky.     Commission,     La.     Purchase 

Expos.     Iv 
Ky.  Federation  of  Woman's  Clubs  Ip 
Ky.  State  Auditor    Iv 
Kentucky  State  College    3p 
Kentucky  State  Library    6v    4p 
Knott,  R.  W.     Ip 
Krieger,  Mrs.  Mary    Ov 
Lake  Mohonk  Conference    Ip 
Lee,  Miss  Ivy  L.     14p 
Lewis  &  Clark  Exposition    Ip 
Lexington  Public  Library    Ip 
Lilley,  Charles    Iv 
Long-Arm  System  Co.     Ip 
Los  Angeles  Public  Library    Ip 
Louisiana  Historical  Society    2p 
La.  Purchase  Expos.     Iv 
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Louisville  Art  Club    130  pictures 
Louisville,  City  of    12v 
Louisville,  University  of    2p 
Mcaure,  W.  H.     14Sv 
McCormick  Neurological  College  Ip 
McDowell,  R.  A.     Iv 
M cKnight,  W.  H.  Sons  &  Co.     14p 
McNairy,  Mrs.  J.  K.     Iv 
Mass.  State  Board  of  Health    Iv 
Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art     Ip 
Me^er,  Hu^  R.     Iv 
Millicent  Library    Ip 
Miscellaneous  donors    449p 
Mitchell,  Mrs.  J.  D.    3v 
Montana  State  Library    Iv 
Morris,  John  D.  &  Co.    8p 
Morris,  Knox     11m 
Morrow,  W.  E.     Iv 
Nashville  Carnegie  Library    Ip 
National  Child  Labor  Commission  Ip 
National     Civil     Service     Reform 

League    Ip 
National  Education  Association  Ip 
Nebraska,  University  of    Ip 
Needham,  Charles  K.     30p 
Neighborhood  House    Ip 
New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library  2p 
New  Haven  Free  Public  Library  Ip 
New  Jersey  State  Library    Iv 
New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce  Iv 
New  York  City  Club     Ip 
New  York  Society  Librsiry    2p 
Newark  Free  Public  Library    3p 
Newcombe,  H.  T.     Ip 
Niaeara  Falls  Public  Library     Ip 
Noitolk  Public  Library    Ip 
North  American  Review    Ip 
Ohio  Geological  Survey    Ip 
O'Neill,  Charles    8m 
Ottumwa  Public  Library    Ip 
Parks,  L.  L.     Iv 
Pennsylvania  Prison  Society    Ip 
Penimylvania  University    2p 
Perkins  Institute    Ip 
Phillips  Exettf  Academy    Ip 
Pittsburg  Carnegie  Institute    Ip 
Pittsburg  Carnegie  Library  2p  Im 
Pollard,  Miss  A.  V.     Iv 
Polytechnic  Society  of  Ky.     Iv 
Portland  Library  Association     Ip 
Portland  (Me.)  Public  Library    Ip 
Pratt,  Mrs.  Mary  E.     Iv 
Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary 

Princeton  University    Iv    3p 
Queens  Borough  Library    3p 
Ramsav,  Rev.  W.  H.     4v 
Ravitch,  Dr.  M.  L.     4v 
Roach.  Mrs.  J.  G.     Iv 
Robinson,  W.  A.     Iv 

For  additional  gifts  see  Periodicals, 


Rule,  Luden  V.     Ip 
St.  Andrews  University    Ip 
St.  Joseph  Free  Public  Library     Ip 
St.  Louis  Academy  of  Science    3p 
St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Asso- 
ciation   Ip 
St.  Louis  Public  Library    2p 
St.  Paul  Public  Library    Ip 
Salem  Public  Library    Ip 
Sargeant,  W.  H.     Iv    Ip 
Scranton  Public  Library    Ip 
Seattle  Public  Library     15p 
Sedalia  Public  Library    Ip 
Semple,  Mrs.  Charles    223m 
Settle,  Geo.  T.     Iv 
Shannon,  R.  C.     Iv 
Shaw,  George    4v 
Shaw,  Mrs.  Joseph     Iv    207p 
Sherley,  •  Swagar    42v    1     Philip- 
pine gun 
Short,  William    06v 
Shoup,  Earle    12m 
Simmons  Colles[e    Ip 
Smith,  Alexander  &  Sons    2p 
Smith,  Mrs.  N.  E.  &  Cotton  Birs. 

S.     Iv 
Smith,  Zachariah  F.    Ov  3   pictures 
Smithsonian  Institution    Ip 
Snively,  Mrs.  M.  D.    6v 
Somerville  Library    Ip 
Southern  Historical  ScHciety    Ip 
Springfield  City  Library    Ip 
Syracuse  Public  Library    3p 
l^exas,  University  of    8p 
Towle  Manufacturing  Co.    2v    3p 
Trawick,  Mrs.  E.  P.  K.     Iv 
Truman,  Miss  Lillian    2v 
Tuley,  Dr.  H.  E.     lOv 
U.  S.  Government  319v  329p  Maps 
Vanderlip,  Frank  A.     2p 
Vermont,  University  of    Ip 
Virginia,  University  of    4p 
Washington  Co.   (Md.)    Free 

Library     Ip 
Watts,  J.  A.     Iv 
Welcker,  Adair    Ip 
Wells,  i.  G.     Iv 

Western  Theological  Seminary    Ip 
Whayne,  Miss  Mary    Iv 
Wilkes-Barr6  Bd.  of  Trade    2m 
Williams,  Elvira    4v 
Willis,  Mrs.  A.  S.     410v    6p 
Willis,  Mrs.     A.     S.     &     Dulaney, 

Miss    126v 
Wilmington  Institute  Free  Library 

Wnght,  Syd.     Iv 
Yale  University     Ip 
Young,  Col.  Bennett  H.    4v 
Yiist,  William  F.     Ip 

Newspapers,  Library  Bulletins. 
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Periodicals 

M=Main  Library  H=HighIand  Branch 

C=Colored  Branch  P=Portland  Branch 

The  letters  and  figures  indicate  the  name  of  library  and  the  number  of 
copies  it  received.  One  copy  is  understood  where  no  figure  is  given.  Har- 
per's Monthly  M  8,  C,  H,  P,  means  that  eight  copies  of  this  magazine  are  re- 
ceived at  the  Main  Library  and  one  at  each  of  the  three  branches. 


Alexander's  Magazine    C 

Amateur  Work    M    C    H    P 

American  Architect  and   Building 

News    M 
^American  Baptist    C 

American  Boy    M    C    H    P 

American  Educational  Review    M 

American  Geographical  Society  Bul- 
letin   M 

American  Historical  Review    M 

American  Homes  and  Gardens    M 

American  Journal  of  Science    M 

American  Journal  of  Sociology    M 

American  Journal  of  Theology    M 

American  Law  Review    M 

A.  L.  A.  Book  List    M  2 

American  Machinist    M 

American  Naturalist    M 

American    Statistical     Association 
Publications    M 

Annals  of  American  Academy  of 
Political  and  Social  Science    M 

Appleton's  Magazine    M  4 

Architectural  Record    M 

Arena    M 

Army  and  Navy  Register    M 

Art  Journal    M 

Athenaeum    M 

Atlantic  Monthly    M4    H    P 

Babyhood    M 
^Balance    M 
^Baptist  Argus    M    C 

Biblical  World    M 

Birds  and  Nature    M    C    H    P 

Blackwood's  Magazine    M 
♦Book  Buyer    M 

Book-Review  Digest    M  2 

Bookman    M 

Brush  and  Pencil    M 

Bulletin  of  Biblio«'aphy    M 
♦Cadiz  Informed    C 

Camera  Craft    M 

Canadian  Magazine    M 

Cassier's  Magazine    M 

Catholic  World    M 

Century    M  7    H    P 

Charities    M 

Chautauquan    M 


Christian  Endeavor  World    C 
♦Christian  Observer    M    C 
♦Christian  Science  Journal    M 
♦Christian  Science  Sentinel    M 
♦Cleveland  Citizen    M 

Collier's  Weekly    M    C 

Confederate  Veteran    M 

Contemporary  Review    M 

Cosmopolitan    M  2 

Country  Life  in  America    M 

Craftsman    M    H    P 
♦Crimson    (M.  T.  H.  S.)    M 

Critic    M    H    P 

Cumulative  Book  Index    M  2 

Current  Literature    M  2 

Delineator    M  3    C    H 

Deutsche  Rundschau    M 

Dial    M 

Dramatic  Mirror    M 

Eclectic  Magazine    M 

Edinburgh  Review    M 

Education    M 

Educational  Review    M 

Electrical  World  and  Engineer    M 

Elementary  School  Teacher    M 

Engjineering  and  Mining  Journal    M 

Engineering  Magazine    M 

Engineering  News    M 

Etude    M 

Everybody's  Magazine    M  4    C 
♦Farmer's  Home  Journal    M 
♦First  Baptist  Church  Bulletin    M 

Fliegende  Blaetter    M 

Fortnightly  Review    M 

Forum    M 
♦Gardeners'  Chronicle  of  America  M 

Gartenlaube    M 

Gentleman's  Magazine    M 

Geographical  Journal    M 

Good  Government    M 

Good  Housekeeping    M    C    H 

Graphic    M 

Harper's  Bazar    M2    H    P 

Harper's  Monthly    M8    C    H     P 

Harper's  Weekly    M2    H 

Harvard  Graduates'  Magazine    M 
♦Herald  of  the  Cross    M 
♦Herald  of  the  Golden  Age     M 


^ifU 
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Hints    M  2 

House  Beautiful    M    H    P 

Illustrated  London  News    M 

Independent    M 
'■'Indiana]x>lis  Freeman    C 

International  Journal  of  Ethics    M 

International  Quarterly    M 

International  Studio    M 
«Iowa  Health  Bulletin    M 

Iron  Age    M 

Johns  Hopkins  University  studies 
M 

Journal  of  American  Polk  Lore    M 
oumal  of  Franklin  Institute    M 

Journal  of  Political  Economy    M 

judge    M2    C 

Kentucky  Law  Reporter    M 

Kentucky  Magazine    M 
^Kentucky  Standard    C 
^Kentucky  Stock  Farm    M 
"■■Kentucky's  Young  Men    M  2 

Keramic  Studio    M 

Sjndergarten  Magazine    M 

Ladies'  Home  Journal    M    C 
^Ladies'  Review    M 

Leslie's  Weekly    M2    C 

Library  Index    M 

Library  Journal    M  2 
♦Library  Work    M2 

Life    M2    H    P 

Lippincott's  Magazine    M 

Literary  Digest    M  2    C    P 

Littie  Oironicle    M    H 

LitUe  Folks    M    C    H 

Living  Age    M 

London  Quarterly  Review    M 

London  Times    M 
♦Louisiana  Planter    M 
♦Louisville  Daily  Record    M 
♦Lyceumite    M 

McQure'sMa^zine   M7   C  H     P 

Manual  Trainmg    M 
♦Masonic  Home  Journal    M 

Masters  in  Art    M 
♦Milliner    C 

Missionary  Review  of  the  World    M 

Munsey's  Magazine    M  5    C 

Musical  Courier    M 

Nation    M 
♦National  Bulletin  of  Charities  and 
Correction    M 

National  Geographic  Magazine 

National  Magazine    M 

National  Review    M 

Nature    M 
♦New  Century  Path    M 

New  Eneland  Historical  and  Genea- 
logical Register    M 


New  England  Magazine    M 
♦New  York  Age    C 

Nineteenth  Century    M  2 

North  American  Review    M 

Official  Guide  to  Railways    M 

Our  Dumb  Animals    M 

Out  West    M 

Outing    M 

OuUook    M4    C    H    P 

Overland    M  2 

Pedagogical  Seminary    M 

Philosophical  Review    M 

Photo  Era    M 

Physical  Culture    M 
♦Pitman's  Journal    M 

Poet  Lore    M 

Politioal  Science  Quarterly    M 

Popular  Astronomy    M 

Popular  Mechanics    M  2 

Popular  Science  Monthly    M 

Power    M 

Psychological  Review    M 

Public  Libraries    M2    C    H    P 

Publishers'  Weekly    M 

Puck    M2    C    H 

Punch    M 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics    M 

Quarterly  Review    M 

Reader    M 

Readers'  Guide  to  Periodical  Litera- 
ture   M    C    H    P 
♦Record    (L.  G.  H.  S.)    M 

Records  of  the  Past    M 

Register  of  Kentucky  State   His- 
torical Society    M 

Reli^ous  Education    M 

Review  of  Reviews     M   4    C    H 
P 

Revue  des  Deux  Mondes    M 

St.  Nicholas    M    C    H    P 

Saturday  Evening  Post    M    C 

Saturday  Review   (N.   Y.   Times) 
M2    H    P 

School  Review    M 

Science    M 

Scientific  American    M    H    P 

Scientific  American  Supplement    M 
H    P 

Scottish  American    M 

Scribner's  Magazine    M  6    P 

Sewanee  Review    M 
♦Shelby  Sentinel    M 
♦Smithsonian  Miscel.  Collections    M 

South  Atlantic  Quarterly    M 
♦Southern  Farm  Gazette    M 
♦Southern  Historical  Society  Papers 

M 
♦Southern  Home    M 


«Gifts 
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Southern  Teachers'  Advocate 
^Southern  Workman    C 

Spectator    M 
♦Spectator  (L.  M.  H.  S.)    M 

Success    M    C 
♦Suggestion    M 

Sunday  School  Times    M    C 

Techmcal  World    M    H 
♦Thoroughbred  Record    M 

Ueber  Land  und  Meer    M 

Vogue    M 

Voice  of  the  Negro    C 
♦Western  Recorder    M 


Westminster  Review    M 
What's  in  the  Magazines    M 
♦Wilkes-Barr«     Board     of    Trade 

Journal    M 
William  and   Mary  College  Quar-- 

terly    M 

Wilshire's  Magazine    M 

DieWoche    M 

Work  with  Boys    M 

World  To-day    M 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

To  the  General  Council  of  the  City  of  LouieviUe: 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public 
Library  has  the  honor  to  submit  its  third  annual  report 
for  the  year  ending  August  31, 1907. 

This  report  is  noteworthy  in  form  and  content.  Its 
complete  and  systematic  presentation  of  facts  and  figures 
will  commend  it  to  your  consideration.  Here  is  evidence 
of  a  thorough  organization  working  diligently  with  the 
single  purpose  of  the  public  good;  of  a  large  undertaking 
planned  on  broad  lines  and  followed  out  conscientiously  even 
under  difficulties.  The  institution  has  in  a  very  short  time 
attained  such  proportions  that  the  variety  and  eictent  of  its 
operations  are  not  fully  realized  by  many  people. 

Among  the  numerous  subjects  reported  in  detail  are  the 
addition  by  purchase  and  gift  of  10,308  volumes ;  the  cata- 
loging of  23,504  volumes;  the  registration  of  7,237  new 
members,  so  that  now  the  entire  membership  is  27,480 ;  the 
administering  to  the  wants  of  566,876  visitors ;  the  circula- 
tion of  387,849  volumes ;  and  the  furnishing  of  information 
on  18,439  recorded  topics. 

Deserving  of  special  mention  are :  the  building  activity  in 
the  construction  of  one  main  and  four  branch  buildings  at 
the  same  time ;  the  task  of  reorganizing  the  old  library  of 
the  Polytechnic  Society  without  removing  the  books  from 
circulation  and  at  the  same  time  preparing  for  use  the 
regular  monthly  additions  of  new  books;  the  greatly  in- 
creased attendance  of  visitors  and  circulation  of  books ;  the 
scope  and  character  of  the  reference  use  of  the  library ;  the 
gratifying  development  and  eictension  of  the  work  with 
children,  especially  at  the  distributing  stations;  the  excel- 
lent progress  and  encouraging  status  of  the  work  among 
the  colored  people;  and  the  fine  library  spirit  manifested 
in  the  large  attendance  of  members  of  the  staff  at  the 
various  conferences  of  librarians  for  professional  improve- 
ment. 
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The  largest  problem  that  came  before  the  Trustees  this 
year  was  the  raising  of  funds  to  furnish  the  new  buildings 
nearing  completion.  It  was  estimated  that  ^100»000  would 
be  necessary  for  all  the  buildings  contemplated.  The  entire 
income  of  the  library  from  tax  and  rent  is  required  for 
current  maintenance.  The  next  possible  source  was  the 
real  estate  and  the  building  which  came  into  the  possession 
of  this  Board  through  the  merger  with  the  Polytechnic 
Society.  This  property,  on  the  fifth  floor  oi  which  the 
library  is  at  present  operated,  is  conservatively  valued  at 
$600,000.  There  were  already  two  mortgages  on  it  aggre- 
gating $234,000.  It  became  a  question  whether  to  secure 
a  further  loan  on  this  property  or  to  sell  it. 

An  argument  in  favor  of  selling  was  the  fact  that  the 
property  is  very  valuable  and  could  be  sold  for  a  sufficiently 
large  price  to  pay  off  the  existing  mortgages,  furnish  all  the 
new  buildings  handsomely  and  leave  a  goodly  sum  for  the 
purchase  of  books  or  for  investment,  the  income  only  to  be 
used  for  books.  Furthermore  the  property  might  depreciate 
so  that  an  increased  loan  might  leave  the  Board  in  debt, 
whereas  to  sell  at  present  would  remove  the  possibility  of 
such  danger  and  insure  all  the  funds  needed  for  present 
purposes. 

Against  selling  was  the  fact  that  the  property  might 
increase  in  value,  that  it  is  now  a  profitable  source  of 
income,  which  will  increase  when  the  fifth  floor  also  is  rented 
and  still  more  when  the  lease  on  the  other  floors  is  renewed. 
It  was  pointed  out  that  the  property  is  now  exempt  from 
taxation,  that  the  amount  of  such  exemption  is  so  much 
clear  gain  to  the  library  and  that  the  net  annual  income 
from  the  building  is  greater  than  any  increased  appropria- 
tion which  could  possibly  be  obtained  from  the  city. 

After  long  and  careful  deliberation  it  was  decided  to 
re-mortgage.  In  June  a  mortgage  for  $310,000  was 
executed  with  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New 
Yoric.  The  two  mortgages  amounting  to  $234,000,  which 
were  held  by  the  Fidelity  Trust  Company,  were  paid, 
leaving  the  sum  of  $76,000  for  present  use.  This  amount 
will  be  ample  to  furnish  the  buildings  now  being  erected. 
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If  what  remains  is  not  sufficient  to  furnish  the  other  build* 
ings  contemplated,  the  necessary  funds  will  have  to  be 
otherwise  provided. 

The  members  of  the  Board  whose  terms  expired  in  April 
were  Edgar  Y.  Mullins,  Edward  L.  Powell  and  Arthur  M. 
Rutledge.  They  were  all  reappointed  by  my  predecessor, 
Mayor  Paul  C.  Barth.  The  change  of  administration  which 
made  me  his  successor  in  June  brought  to  Mr.  John  Stites 
an  appointment  on  the  Board  of  Public  Safety,  on  account 
of  which  he  resigned  as  Library  Trustee.  To  this  vacancy 
I  as  mayor  appointed  Mr.  Albert  S.  Brandeis  in  July.  The 
changes  thus  brought  about  in  the  personnel  of  the  Board 
have  caused  no  diminution  of  interest  in  the  library  or  of 
devotion  to  its  needs. 

Though  no  longer  a  member  of  the  Library  Board,  Mr. 
Stites  has  consented  to  continue  in  the  capacity  of  Treasurer 
in  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  Trustees  expressed  in 
a  special  vote  which  was  taken  to  remove  any  doubt  as  to 
his  tenure  of  office. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  eight  special  and 
twelve  regular  monthly  meetings  of  the  Board.  The  large 
number  of  members  who  have  attended  these  and  the 
numerous  committee  meetings,  the  character  of  their  delib- 
erations and  decisions,  and  the  flourishing  condition  of  the 
library  are  worthy  evidences  of  faithfulness  to  the  respon- 
sibilities of  their  trusteeship. 

Herewith  transmitted  are  the  report  of  the  Librarian, 
which  reviews  fully  the  operations  for  the  year  and  the 
report  of  the  Treasurer  and  the  Auditor,  which  give  a  com- 
plete account  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures.  All  good 
citizens  will  find  in  the  story  of  the  following  pages  much 
cause  for  congratulation. 

Respectfully  submitted 

Robert  W.  Bingham 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
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REPORT  OP  THE  TREASURER 

Looiflville,  Ky^  September  1.  1907 

Hon.  R.  W.  Bingfaiun,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  LcMiisville,  and 
Frerident  of  the  Board  of  Tmstees  of  the  LooiSFille 
Free  PnMic  Lilinuy. 

Dear  Sir:  As  Treaauier  of  the  Louiaville  Free  Pabiie 
Library  I  would  respeetfdlly  report  the  f oDowinflr  receipts 
and  disbursements  for  the  year  ending  August  31, 1907: 

CsfllioaluuidfortNilldliigfimd^Sept  1,  1906...   U.S54  97 
Csfh  from  tnoome 7^84  63 

mj639  6ft 

From  ttie  Citj  of  Louisrllle  in  tax  leTjr  aoooants: 

Tatf  1902 I  167  07 

1908 1.008  07 

1904 U12  72 

1905 764  93 

1906 4,857  88 

1908 89373  72 

47.498  89 

From  R«nU    $22,084  96 

Intereit  on  bank  deposits 297  85 

Fines,  etc 1,297  71 

Lost  books 76  82 

28,707  84 

From  Andrew  Carnegie  for  main  building 150,000  00 

Prom  Andrew  Carnegie  tor  branches  55,000  00 

From  Matoal  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  N.  T.,  mortgage  loan 310,000  00 

ToUl  1597,746  85 
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Dltbureemento 

Main  library  building 1148,812  9^ 

Branch  bolldtngs 40,273  97 

PUelier  ft  Taehan.  architects 3,622  02 

Mortsage  to  Fidelity  Tmat  Oomi»any 234,000  00 

Special  fumiflhinga 1,187  60 

Fomitiire  and  flxtnres 941  67 

Books  and  periodicals 12,148  60 

Salaries    27,808  67 

Incidental  expenses 4,813  17 

Light,  heat  and  power 3,167  01 

Insurance,  indnding  seyeral  flye-year  preminms 2,938  36 

Interest  11,246  24 

Repairs  and  improyements 665  12 

Inyestment  for  special  famishing  fond,  secured  by  yendor's 

lien  on  real  estate 37,600  00 

Demand  loans  secured  by  ample  collateral 26,000  00 

Cash  for  special  inyestment  fund 112,312  60 

Cash  for  branch  buildings 14,726  03 

Cash  for  main  building 719  99 

Cash 16,667  64 

On  deposit  in  Third  National  Bank 44,326  16 

Total  $597,746  35 

The  Louisville  Public  Library  borrowed  from  the  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  in  June,  1907, 
1810,000.00  for  five  years  at  five  per  cent.  Out  of  this  the 
mortgage  debt  to  the  Fidelity  Trust  Company  of  $234,000.00 
was  paid,  and  the  balance  of  f  76,000.00  was  set  aside  to 
the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library  as  a  fund  for  book  stacks 
and  for  furnishing  and  equipping  the  Main  Library  and 
branches,  to  be  known  as  ''Special  Furnishing  Fund,''  and 
by  order  of  the  Board  this  fund  is  loaned  out  at  interest 
until  it  is  needed  to  pay  for  the  book  stacks,  furnishing  and 
equipment. 

I  file  herewith  as  part  of  this  report  a  copy  of  the  report 
made  by  S.  S.  Eastwood,  expert  examiner,  marked  ''A,''  as 
also  statement  of  all  moneys  received  and  disbursed  from 
September  1,  1906,  to  August  31,  1907,  marked  "B,''  and 
statement  of  condition  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library 
September  1, 1907,  marked  "C." 

Respectfully 

John  Stites 

I'reaaurer 
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REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITOR 

Louisville,  Ky.,  23  September  1907 
Hon  R.  W.  Bingham,  Mayor  City  of  Louisville. 

Sir:  In  execution  of  your  conmiission  dated  7  Septem- 
ber 1907  to  examine  the  books,  accounts,  affairs  and 
financial  condition  of  Louisville  Free  Public  Library  as  kept 
by  the  Treasurer  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  with  31  August 
1907  the  undersigned  would  respectfully  report  the  follow- 
ing facts  and  conclusions : 

Commencing  with  cash  balance  shown  to  be  on  hand 
1  September  1906  cash  funds  received  have  been  traced 
to  original  sources  to  fullest  possible  extent  and  for  all 
sums  received  from  city  of  Louisville  on  tax  levy  accounts 
verification  has  been  made  with  books  and  records  of  City 
Treasurer. 

For  each  and  every  amount  paid  out  a  voucher  check 
form  is  found  duly  certified  by  the  Order  Department  and 
Librarian  and  approved  by  Chairman  of  appropriate  stand- 
ing committee,  and  each  voucher  check  again  duly  signed 
by  President  and  Treasurer  as  required  by  the  established 
by-laws  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

In  the  close  scrutiny  of  every  amount  received  and 
paid  out,  with  the  daily  and  monthly  additions  and  the 
corresponding  postings  of  entries  in  the  general  ledger, 
orderly  and  correct  work  is  found.  Cash  balances  on  hand 
at  each  monthly  period  have  been  verified  by  pass  books 
and  records  kept  by  the  depository  banks  and  in  every  case 
have  been  brought  into  exact  reconcilement  with  books 
kept  by  the  Treasurer.  A  few  minor  discrepancies  in  en- 
dorsements of  voucher  checks,  interest  on  daily  balances  and 
error  in  petty  cash  funds  have  each  and  all  been  promptly 
and  properly  corrected. 

During  the  fiscal  year  it  is  found  that  the  mortgage 
loans  of  $180,000  and  $64,000  (making  an  aggregate  of 
$284,000),  held  originally  by  Fidelity  Trust  Company,  of 
Louisville,  Ky.,  have  been  paid  with  interest  in  full  and 
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that  in  place  of  same  there  has  been  executed  to  and  is 
now  held  by  Mutual  Life  Insurance  C!ompany  of  New  York 
a  mortgage  loan  for  $310,000,  dated  24  June  1907  payable 
1  July  1912  with  interest  at  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per 
annum,  payable  semi-annually  on  1  December-June.  Said 
mortgage  instrument  is  duly  recorded  in  Jefferson  County 
Clerk's  Office  in  deed  book  661,  page  442,  and  to  which 
reference  is  hereby  made. 

It  is  understood  that  fire  insurance  policies  aggregating 
$150,000  are  filed  with  said  Life  Insurance  Company  and 
that  policies  in  total  of  $100,000  on  books,  furniture,  fixtures 
and  other  valuables  are  in  custody  of  proper  committees 
and  officers  of  the  library. 

The  following  exhibits  are  presented  to  accompany 
this  report : 

No.  1.  Statement  of  cash  funds  received  from  all 
sources  for  the  fiscal  year  1  September  1906  to  31  August 
1907  inclusive. 

No.  2.  Statement  of  cash  money  disbursed  on  all 
amounts  for  said  fiscal  year. 

No.  3.  Trial  balance  drawn  from  general  ledger,  setting 
forth  debit  and  credit  amounts  before  final  closing  of  books. 

No.  4.  Statement  of  condition  of  Louisville  Free  Public 
Library  showing  resources  and  liabilities  as  for  close  of 
31  August  1907. 

In  statement  No.  4  the  cash  funds  on  hand,  $44,326.16, 
have  been  proven  to  be  in  precise  agreement  with  account 
of  Third  National  Bank,  the  present  depository  of  library 
funds. 

Investments  in  demand  and  time  loans  are  found  to  be 
in  hands  of  Mr.  John  Stites,  Treasurer,  and  to  be  securely 
stored  in  library  box  in  Fidelity  Trust  Company  safety 
vault.  They  are  composed  of  items  as  under :  1)  Demand 
loan,  J.  H.  Caperton,  $5,000,  dated  10  November  1906  with 
five  per  cent,  interest,  payable  semi-annually;  collateral 
security,  50  shares  Kentucky  Wagon  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany; 2)  demand  loan,  John  P.  Starks,  $20,000,  dated 
3  July  1907  with  five  per  cent,  interest,  payable  semi- 
annually ;  collateral  security  300  shares  Louisville  Traction 


16  LouiaviUe  Free  PubUe  Library 

Company;  3)  three  time  loans,  Paul  C.  Barth,  $12,600» 
dated  16  October  1906  payable  on  or  before  15  February 
1908 ;  $12,600,  dated  15  October  1906  payable  on  or  before 
15  February  1909;  $12,500,  dated  15  October  1906,  pay- 
able on  or  before  15  February  1910;  all  three  with  five 
per  cent,  per  anniun  interest,  payable  semi-annually  and 
having  as  security  a  mortgage  lien  on  lots  in  Caldwell  Addi- 
tion. Said  demand  and  time  loans  with  their  attendant 
collateral  have  been  verified  in  all  particulars  and  are 
found  in  actual  possession  and  control  subject  to  demand 
and  order  of  duly  constituted  official  authorities  of  the 
library. 

As  your  affairs  and  books  have  been  carried  on  during 
the  twelve  months  herein  inspected  and  reviewed  on  a 
strictly  cash  basis,  all  details  are  found  to  be  carefully  re- 
corded and  are  traced  in  a  positive  and  intelligent  manner. 

Coming  in  direct  personal  contact  with  Treasurer,  Book- 
keeper, Librarian  and  his  immediate  assistants,  the  under- 
signed in  this  examination  work  is  pleased  to  report  that 
he  finds  thoughtful  and  patient  attention  to  detail  and 
general  features  with  an  earnest  effort  to  discharge  all 
duties  in  a  faithful  and  efficient  manner  in  the  best  interests 
of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library. 

Each  and  all  of  the  statements  accompanying  this 
report  are  asserted  to  be  true  and  correct  exhibits  of  the 
accounts  and  affairs  as  set  forth  in  books  and  records  and 
they  are  hereby  so  certified  for  fiscal  year  ending  with 
31  August  1907. 

Respectfully  submitted 

S.  S.  Eastwood 

Public  Accountant  and  Auditor 
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A    Exhibit  1 

Statement  of  moneys  received  from  all  sources  for  fiscal 
year  1  September  1906  to  31  August  1907 : 

Cash  on  hand  1  September  1906,  balance  forward  from 

preceding  year |11,539  02 

Andrew  Carnegie: 

For  Hain  Library $150,000  00 

Highland  Branch 25,000  00 

Crescent  Hill  Branch 10,000  00 

Parkland  Branch 5,000  00 

Colored  Branch 15,000  00 

205,000  00 

Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  N.  T.,  on  mortgage  loan 310,000  00 

City  of  Louisville,  on  tax  levies 47,498  89 

Operations  of  Main  and  branch  libraries: 

From  Books  lost,  not  returned $     76  82 

Fines,  catalogs,  book  lists 1,297  71 

Interest  on  bank  deposits 297  85 

Rents  from  stores,  etc 22,034  96 

23.707  34 

Total  $597,745  35 

Verified  and  certified  correct,  S.  S.  Eastwood 


B    Exhibit  2 

Statement  of  moneys  disbursed  on  all  accounts  for  fiscal 
year  1  September  1906  to  31  August  1907 : 

Ck>nstniction  of  buildings: 

Main  Library $148,812  96 

Highland  Branch 19,993  26 

Orescent  Hill  Branch 6,180  71 

Parkland   Branch 3,500  00 

Colored  Branch 10,600  t)0 

1189,086  93 

Pilcher  &  Tachau,  architects 3,522  02 

Furniture  and  fixtures 941  67 

Furnishings  special 1,187  50 

Fidelity  Tkust  Co.,  1st  mortgage  loan $180,000  00 

2d  "  "    54,000  00 

234,000  00 

Forward,   $428,738  12 


I A  Louisville  Free  PtibUc  Library 


y    * 


Brouglit  forward $428,738  12 

Operations  of  Main  and  branch  libraries: 

For  Books    112,148  60 

Salaries    27,808  57 

Incidental  expenses 4,313  17 

Light,  heat  and  power 3,167  01 

Repairs,  improvements 566  12 

Insurance 2,938  36 

Interest  on  mortgage  and  loans 11,245  24 

$62,181  07 

Investments  in  demand  and  time  loans 62,500  00 

Cash  in  hand  at  close  31  August  1907,  net  deposit  in  Third 

National  Bank 44,326  16 


/ 


$597,745  35 


Verified  and  certified  correct,  S.  S.  Eastwood 


C    Exhibit  4 

Statement  of  condition  for  cloae  of  fiscal  year  ending  31 
August  1907 : 

Resources 

Cash  on  deposit  in  Third  National  Bank $  44,326  16 

Investments  in  time  and  demand  loans 62,500  00 

Real  estate 113,330  53 

Building  construction 277,303  98 

Books    37,942  92 

Furniture,  fixtures,  furnishings 6,432  53 

Louisville  Public  Library 600,000  00 


$1,141,836  11 
Liabilities 

Andrew  Carnegie,  advances  for  buildings 293,000  00 

Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  N.  Y.,  mortgage  loan  bearing  5  per 

cent,  interest 310,000  00 

Surplus  fund  from  present  fiscal  year $517,744  67 

Revenue  earnings $69,533  35 

Operating  expenses 48,441  91       21,091  44 

538,836  11 


$1,141,836  11 


Verified  and  certified  correct,  S.  S.  Eastwood 
Louisville,  Ky.,  23  September  1907 
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Coct  of  Maintoining  the  Librarie*  for  Year  Ending  31  August  10O7 

Books: 

Main    $4,818  48 

Branches    2,329  75 

$7,148  23 

Pamphlets  71  3« 

Snbscriptions: 

Main    $879  09 

Branches   331  89 

1,210  98 

Unbound  magasines 11  35 

Binding: 

Main    $666  93 

Branches    54  00 

720  93 

Rebinding: 

Main    $2,436  30 

Branches    642  45 

2,978  75 

$12,143  60 

Salaries: 

Bfain    $23,852  87 

Branches: 

Colored  $1,312  50 

Highland    1,333  20 

Portland 1.310  00 

3,956  70 

27,808  67 

Light: 

Main    $1,36172 

Branches: 

Colored  $48  52 

Highland    49  14 

Portland  72  35 

170  01 

$1,531  73 

Heat: 

Main    $1,103  49 

Branches: 

Colored $22  75 

Highland    19  50 

PorUand 27  15 

69  40 

1,172  89 

Power:    Main 368  05 

Water: 

Main   $84  64 

Branches: 

Colored $5  00 

Highland    9  20 

Portland  6  50 

19  70 

104  34 

3,167  01 

Forward,     $43,119  18 
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Brought  forward $43,119  IS 

Supplies  and  printing: 

Main IU52  18 

Branches 436  52 

$1,588  70 

Incidentals,  postage,  transportation,  etc.: 

Main    |1,321  22 

Branches    233  30 

1,554  52 

Rent:     Branches 949  00 

Telephone: 

Main    $148  95 

Branches    72  00 

220  95 

4.313  17 

Furniture: 

Main    $401  45 

Branches: 

Colored  I  74  29 

Hig^iland    36  85 

Portland  136  16 

247  30 

L.  C.  printed  cards 200  00 

Catalog  cards 92  92 

941  67 

Repairs  and  improvements: 

L.  P.  L $328  67 

Main    133  33 

Branches: 

Highland    I  8  25 

Portland  94  87 

103  12 

566  12 

Insurance: 

L.  P.  L $2,713  86 

Main    172  30 

Branches: 

Colored  $10  00 

Highland    15  20 

Portland  27  00 

52  20 

2,938  86 


Total   $51,877  50 
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Cost  of  Maintaining  Branchaa  for  Yoar  Ending  31  August  1907  a 

Hi^ilaiid  Ftetiaad  Oolond 

Boolcs  h   $760  00 

Pamphlets  7  75 

SubacriptloiiB   101  21 

Uiil)oimd  magaiineB 2  00 

Binding    267  90 

Salaries: 

Assistants    1,192  00 

Janitors    141  20 

Ughi  49  14 

Heat    19  50 

Supplies   (estimated) 188  01 

Incidentals    88  60 

Rent    360  00 

Telephone   24  00 

Furniture 36  85 

Repairs  and  improTements ■.  8  25 

Insurance    16  20 

Totals   |3»211  61       |3,296  19       |3,018  45 


1760  00 

$760  00 

7  86 

7  76 

123  49 

107  19 

2  00 

2  00 

210  55 

118  00 

1,169  00 

1,166  50 

141  00 

146  00 

72  35 

48  52 

27  15 

22  7& 

152  34 

146  17 

83  42 

61  28 

265  00 

324  00 

24  00 

24  00 

136  16 

74  29 

94  87 

27  00 

10  00 

a  Not  including  work  done  for  the  branches  at  Main,  especially  In 
the  Order  and  Catalog  departments. 

d  Total  book  account,  including  subscriptions,  magazines,  pam- 
phlets and  binding  is:  Highland  |1,138.86,  Portland  |1,103.90,  Colored 
1994.94. 
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REPORT  OP  THE  LIBRARIAN 

TO  THE  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Louisville  Free  Pubuc 
Library. 

Gentlemen:  Your  librarian  herewith  submits  his  third 
annual  report  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  1907. 

The  year  has  seen  a  healthy  growth  in  the  free  public 
library  idea  as  indicated  by  the  increase  in  membership  and 
attendance  and  in  the  circulation  of  books.  The  institution 
now  consists  of  a  central  library  and  three  branches,  with 
seven  distributing  stations.  The  libraries  are  all  located  in 
temporary  quarters,  but  gratifying  progress  has  been  made 
in  the  construction  of  permanent  homes. 

Plnances.  The  cost  of  maintaining  the  four  libraries 
was:  Main  Library,  $42,361.26;  Highland  Branch, 
$3,211.61;  Portland  Branch,  $3,296.19;  Colored  Branch, 
$3,018.46;  total,  $61,877.60.  All  books,  supplies,  etc.,  for 
the  branches  are  ordered  at  Main,  where  the  cataloging  is 
also  done.  The  cost  of  this  and  other  work  for  each  branch 
is  included  under  Main.  These  amounts  are  itemized  on 
page  19.  The  expenditures  on  the  various  buildings  are 
reported  under  the  proper  heads  as  well  as  in  the  reports  of 
the  Treasurer  and  Auditor,  which  present  a  complete  state- 
ment of  the  library's  financial  condition. 

On  November  1  the  depository  of  the  library  funds  was 
changed  from  the  National  Bank  of  Kentucky  to  the  Third 
National  Bank.  Since  June  1  the  library  receives  two  and 
one-half  per  cent  interest  on  its  daily  balances  at  the  bank. 

New  Buildings.  The  general  contract  work  on  the  main 
building  at  Fourth  and  York  streets  is  practically  finished. 
There  has  been  paid  on  it  to  architects  and  contractors 
$237,280.01,  all  of  which  came  from  Mr.  Carnegie's  gift  of 
$260,000  for  this  building.  The  contract  for  steel  book 
stacks  was  awarded  in  June  and  calls  for  installation  by  the 
end  of  December.  Plans  are  now  being  prepared  for  interior 
decoration,  furniture,  light  fixtures  and  beautifying  the 
grounds.    Unless  there  are  unexpected  delays  in  the  execu- 
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tion  of  these  plans,  the  building  should  be  ready  to  be 
occupied  the  early  part  of  1908. 

Of  the  branch  buildings,  for  which  $200,000  additional 
was  donated  by  Mr.  Carnegie,  one  is  ahnost  completed,  three 
others  are  well  under  way  and  a  site  has  been  secured  for 
the  fifth.  Appropriate  public  exercises,  held  at  the  Highland 
Presbyterian  Church  in  connection  with  the  laying  of  the 
comer  stone  at  the  Highland  branch  March  14,  aroused  so 
much  popular  interest  that  similar  exercises  were  held  in 
Quinn  Chapel,  A.  M.  E.  Church  at  the  comer  stone  laying 
of  the  Colored  branch  May  10,  and  of  the  Crescent  Hill 
branch,  June  7,  where  the  meeting  took  place  in  St.  Mark's 
Episcopal  Church.  A  report  on  each  of  the  buildings  is 
given  under  the  head  of  branches. 

The  architects'  plans  for  the  five  buildings  now  under 
construction  were  thoroughly  examined  and  revised  before 
they  were  accepted ;  in  some  cases  it  was  necessary  to  have 
them  entirely  redrawn.  All  building  contracts  were 
awarded  on  the  basis  of  competitive  bids  and  the  details 
carefully  arranged  to  avoid  misunderstandings  and  omis- 
sions. The  progress  of  the  work  in  each  case  has  been 
closely  watched.  It  is  proposed  during  the  next  fiscal  year 
to  finish  and  occupy  these  five  buildings.  Some  idea  may 
thus  be  obtained  of  the  heavy  demands  made  on  the  time  of 
the  Building  Conmiittee. 

Staff.  The  staff  has  increased  from  36  to  37,  not  in- 
cluding the  Treasurer's  bookkeeper,  four  pages,  one  elevator 
man  and  two  janitors  at  the  Main  Library  and  one  janitor 
at  each  of  the  three  branches.  There  was  one  resignation. 
Miss  Amie  B.  Brunn,  from  the  Order  Department;  the 
vacancy  is  temporarily  filled  by  a  substitute.  One  additional 
assistant,  Miss  Esther  Bakewell,  was  appointed  in  the 
Children's  Department. 

Regular  instruction  to  a  class  ranging  from  16  to  20  was 
continued  through  the  larger  part  of  the  year.  Two 
courses  were  given,  one  in  classification  and  one  in  reference 
books.  The  work  in  classification  consisted  of  an  introduc- 
tory lecture  by  the  librarian,  followed  by  12  weekly  lectures 
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by  the  head  cataloger.  The  reference  course  of  nine  sessions 
was  conducted  by  the  reference  librarian.  A  fuller  state- 
ment concerning  these  courses  wiU  be  found  in  the  reports 
of  the  respective  heads  of  departments.  Too  much  stress 
can  not  be  laid  on  the  value  of  this  work  to  the  library  and 
to  the  assistants. 

A  series  of  meetings  with  heads  of  departments  and 
branch  librarians  has  been  begun  at  which  the  work  of  each 
department  is  outlined  by  the  person  in  charge  and  various 
problems  presented.  This  is  followed  by  an  open  discussion. 
In  this  way  the  interdependence  of  the  different  depart- 
ments is  emphasized  and  co-operation  promoted. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion at  Asheville  was  attended  by  the  librarian,  the  head 
cataloger  and  two  assistants,  the  children's  librarian,  one 
branch  librarian  and  one  assistant  each  from  the  Order, 
Circulation  and  Reference  departments,  nine  members 
altogether.  It  was  a  fine  representation  and  one  of  which  the 
libraiy  had  reason  to  be  proud.  Six  of  them  attended  for 
the  first  time  and  these  especially  returned  with  increased 
interest  and  enthusiasm  as  a  result  of  coming  in  touch  with 
this  large  body  of  fellow  workers.  The  gain  to  the  library 
from  this  broadened  outlook,  and  enlarged  zeal  is  ample 
reason  why  every  inducement  should  be  given  to  encourage 
attendance  at  such  meetings  not  only  by  assistants  but  also 
by  trustees. 

The  Kentucky  Library  Conference,  held  in  Louisville, 
was  attended  by  most  members  of  the  staff  and  gave  oppor- 
tunity for  meeting  other  library  workers  of  the  state.  Three 
members  of  the  staff  took  part  in  the  program. 

The  librarian  made  a  trip  to  libraries  in  four  southern 

.states  and  attended  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Tennessee 

Library  Association;  he  also  delivered  an  address  at  the 

dedication  of  the  Carnegie  Library  in  Somerset,  Kentucky. 

Apprentices.  The  minimum  requirement  of  general 
education  for  junior  assistants  is  a  high  school  course  or 
its  equivalent.  There  are  more  applicants  with  this  degree 
of  education  than  the  library  can  admit  for  apprentice  work 
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of  one  month  each.  It  is  an  error  to  suppose  that  the  aver- 
age apprentice  confers  a  favor  on  the  library  by  serving 
a  month  without  pay  because  in  many  cases  the  cost  to  the 
library  of  training  and  supervision  exceeds  the  value  of  the 
service  rendered.  The  only  advantage  of  this  system  to 
the  library  is  that  it  provides  an  approved  waiting  list  from 
which  the  staff  ranks  may  be  promptly  recruited.  There 
are  more  on  this  waiting  list  now  than  can  be  appointed 
for  several  years. 

Vacations.  Vacations  have  hitherto  been  four  weeks 
for  heads  of  departments,  for  all  others  three  weeks.  In 
July  the  librarian  recommended  that  branch  librarians  be 
granted  four  weeks.  The  Board  met  this  recommendation 
by  reducing  heads  of  departments  also  to  three  weeks  begin- 
ning with  next  year.  If  uniformity  is  desired,  it  could  be 
obtained  with  equal  ease  and  simplicity  by  increasing  all 
vacations  to  four  weeks.  Such  a  course  would  be  in  keeping 
with  the  conclusions  of  boards  which  figure  most  closely 
on  the  best  results.  The  library  has  a  right  to  expect  the 
highest  standard  of  service  only  when  it  is  liberal  with  its 
employees  regarding  hours,  salaries  and  vacations.  Illiber- 
ality  is  poor  policy  because  ultimately  it  works  injury  not 
only  to  the  individual  assistants  but  also  to  the  institution 
as  a  whole.    It  is  hoped  that  this  view  will  prevail. 

Library  Hours.  During  June,  July  and  August  of  the 
first  two  years  the  library  was  closed  at  8  p.  m.  instead  of 
9  because  it  was  supposed  that  the  hot  weather  of  these 
months  would  reduce  the  attendance  sufficiently  to  justify 
such  action.  Last  June  the  closing  hour  for  the  year  round 
was  fixed  at  9  p.  m.  for  the  greater  accommodation  of  those 
readers  who  can  come  only  in  the  evening.  There  is  also 
an  advantage  to  the  library  as  well  as  to  the  readers  in 
uniform  hours  of  opening  and  closing.  Hours  in  the  Chil- 
dren's Room  remain  unchanged,  2  to  6  Monday  to  Friday 
and  10  to  6  on  Saturday. 

Sunday  Opening.  Beginning  October  14  the  Main 
library  has  been  open  from  2  to  9  p.  m.  on  Sunday  instead 
of  2  to  6  as  formerly.    This  extension  of  Sunday  hours  was 
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authorized  by  the  trustees  to  meet  a  constantly  growing 
demand.  It  is  due  largely  to  this  action  that  the  average 
Sunday  attendance  has  increased  from  90  last  year  to  152 
per  Sunday,  of  which  25  per  cent  was  recorded  after  six 
o'clock.  Following  is  a  careful  estimate  of  the  cost  of  this 
service  for  the  year :  Two  assistants  per  Sunday  (208.00 ; 
elevator  man  $104.00;  janitors  $52.00;  heat  $215.20;  light 
$96.72;  total  $675.92.  Dividing  this  by  the  attendance 
7,973  gives  8i  cents  as  an  average  cost  for  each  Sunday 
visitor  at  the  Main  Library. 

The  cost  of  Sunday  opening  at  the  branches  was :  High* 
land  2  to  6  p.  m.  $86.40;  Portland  2  to  9  p.  m.  $141.02; 
Colored  2  to  9  p.  m.  $187.00 ;  total  attendance  at  branches 
6,908 ;  average  cost  per  visitor  6  ^cents.  The  total  cost  of 
Sunday  opening  at  Main  and  branches  was  $1,040.34. 

Publicity.  The  newspapers  have  continued  their  good 
work  of  bringing  library  news  to  their  readers.  Lists  of 
new  books  are  published  every  week  in  the  Courier-JoumaU 
in  the  Times  and  occasionally  in  the  Herald.  Reading  lists 
on  special  topics  have  appeared  from  time  to  time.  The 
service  thus  rendered  is  appreciated  by  the  library  authori- 
ties as  well  as  by  the  people.  A  few  of  the  more  extensive 
articles  are  noted : 

In  the  Courier-Journal  December  7  and  22,  1906,  Prizes 
for  Jamestown  compositions;  June  16,  1907,  new  main 
building  and  heads  of  departments  (illus.) ;  in  the  Herald 
December  7,  1906,  Prizes  for  Jamestown  compositions; 
December  16,  1906,  Children's  library  (illus.) ;  June  26  and 
27,  1907,  Kentucky  library  conference;  in  the  Post  June 
26  and  27, 1907,  Kentucky  library  conference ;  in  the  Times 
October  1,  1906,  What  the  Free  Public  Library  achieved 
during  the  past  year  (Report  for  1905-06) ;  October  20, 
1906,  Portland  Branch,  present  quarters  (illus.)  and  site 
for  new  building;  September  14,  1906,  Highland  Branch 
(illus.) ;  March  28,  1907,  Library  and  Literature  Divisions 
at  the  Greater  Louisville  Exposition ;  April  13, 1907,  Period- 
icals at  the  Library;  April  20,  1907,  Main  building  and 
four  branches  (illus.) ;  June  25,  26  and  27,  Kentucky  library 
conference. 
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Medical  Department.  In  December  a  committee  from 
Hie  Jefferson  County  Medical  Society  presented  a  petition 
for  the  eertablishment  of  a  department  of  current  medical 
literature.  The  literature  was  to  be  supplied  entirely  by 
the  profession  of  Jefferson  County,  but  to  be  housed  and 
administered  by  the  library.  It  was  to  be  accessible  to  the 
general  public  as  well  as  to  physicians  and  was  to  revert 
to  the  profession  at  the  end  of  five  years,  at  Which  time 
it  was  hoped  an  Academy  of  Medicine  with  its  own  librarv 
might  be  established.  The  proposition  was  not  accepted 
for  want  of  space  at  the  present  time  and  on  account  of 
the  questionable  expediency  of  such  an  arrangement. 

The  Medical  Society  thereupon  established  its  own 
library,  renting  and  furnishing  a  room  for  the  purpose  and 
subscribing  for  a  number  of  periodicals.  On  account  of 
many  gifts  books  are  accumulating  rapidly.  This  is  vir- 
tually what  was  contemplated  by  the  Academy  of  Medicine, 
the  organization  of  which  was  reported  last  year.  It  is 
the  plan  that  has  been  recommended  by  the  public  library 
from  the  beginning  and  is  the  best  solution  of  the  problem. 
Meanwhile  through  the  personal  efforts  of  Trustee 
Dr.  Chester  Mayer  seven  medical  journals  have  been  added 
by  gift  to  those  subscribed  for  by  the  library,  so  that  there 
are  now  nine  medical  periodicals  on  file  in  the  Reading 
Room.  Considerable  interest  in  them  is  manifested  by  a 
few  readers. 

Louisville  Authors.  At  the  Greater  Louisville  Expo- 
sition the  librarian  had  charge  of  the  division  of  literature. 
The  library  prepared  for  exhibition  a  bibliography  of 
Louisville  writers.  Though  by  no  means  complete,  it  con- 
tains SOO  authors  and  over  600  titles.  It  does  not  include 
pamphlets,  reports  of  city  departments  or  institutions  or 
any  of  the  numerous  magazines  and  newspapers  that  have 
flourished  from  time  to  time.  On  the  list  are  authors  and 
publications  of  international  reputation  in  religion,  educa- 
tion, literature  and  history.  A  rough  classification  by  titles 
gives  the  f oUowing  result :  Philosophy  12  volumes,  religion 
136,  sociology  86,  philology  15,  natural  science  16,  useful 
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arts  27,  fine  arts  14,  literature,  including  fiction,  poetry, 
drama  and  essays  173,  history  and  travel  70,  biography  53, 
and  44  miscellaneous  volumes. 

As  many  of  the  boc^s  as  could  be  obtained  were  exhib- 
ited at  the  exposition,  loans  being  made  by  individuals, 
including  authors,  by  the  Conmiercial  Club  and  by  the 
library.  Many  bodes  were  contributed  with  the  understand- 
ing that  at  the  close  of  the  exposition  they  would  become 
the  property  of  the  library  and  in  this  way  164  volumes 
were  added  to  our  collection  of  Kentucky  Authors,  which 
now  numbers  410  titles. 

Kentucky  Library  Conference.  On  the  invitation  of 
this  library  the  first  conference  of  Kentucky  Librarians 
was  held  at  the  Woman's  Club  of  Louisville  June  26  and  27. 
There  were  49  librarians  present  representing  13  libraries. 
The  afternoon  session  consisted  of  iK>pular  discussions  of 
some  of  the  elementary  principles  and  methods  of  library 
work.  At  the  evening  session  which  was  planned  especially 
for  the  general  public  addresses  were  delivered  by  Dr.  H.  G. 
Enelow  on  ''The  function  of  the  library  in  society*'  and  by 
Miss  M.  E.  Ahem  on  ''Library  forces.''  The  morning 
session  was  devoted  to  papers  on  the  library  situation  in 
Kentucky  and  concluded  with  the  organization  of  the  Ken- 
tucky Library  Association  with  62  members  and  the  follow- 
ing officers :  President,  William  F.  Yust ;  Secretary-Treas- 
urer, Miss  Mary  B.  Pratt. 

An  important  feature  of  the  conference  was  a  library 
exhibit  showing  blanks,  forms,  tools,  bulletins,  book-lists, 
literature  on  library  management,  etc.  It  included  a  num- 
ber of  pamphlets  for  free  distribution,  some  of  them 
furnished  by  the  A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board.  The  blanks 
and  forms  were  mounted  on  twenty  cards  of  uniform  size, 
14  X  22  inches,  which  have  since  been  placed  in  a  suitable 
box  and  labelled  "Traveling  library  exhibit."  Several  appli- 
cations from  libraries  in  different  parts  of  the  state  were 
immediately  received  for  this  exhibit.  It  will  be  circulated 
like  any  other  traveling  library  and  will  afford  opportunity 
for  every  one  interested  to  examine  it  at  leisure. 
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Jamestown  and  Boonesboro  Day  was  appropriately 
celebrated  in  the  city  schools  Friday^  December  14.  The 
library  offered  a  series  of  prizes  for  the  best  essay  on  the 
First  English  Settlement  in  America  and  for  the  best 
drawing  of  the  Fort  of  Boonesboro  built  by  Daniel  Boone, 
a  replica  of  which  was  erected  as  the  Kentucky  Building 
at  the  Jamestown  Exposition.  This  offer  was  made  at  the 
request  of  and  the  funds  furnished  by  the  Kentucky  James- 
town Exposition  C!ommission  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating 
interest  in  the  exposition.  The  library  is  under  obligation 
to  the  following  judges  who  spent  many  hours  in  passing 
on  the  numerous  productions  submitted :  on  compositions. 
Miss  Anna  J.  Hamilton,  Mrs.  Abby  Meguire  Roach  and  Dr. 
H.  6.  Enelow ;  on  drawings,  Messrs.  Henry  Klauber,  Marvin 
Eddy  and  T.  J.  Cawein.  The  judges  considered  607  com- 
positions and  143  sketches  and  made  awards  of  $5  each  to 
the  following:  on  compositions  from  the  third  and  fourth 
grades  to  Earl  Wicks;  from  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades  to 
Sidney  McBride;  from  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  to 
George  Schroer;  from  High,  Normal  and  Commercial 
Schools  to  Louise  Eager;  on  sketches  from  the  third  and 
fourth  grades  to  Gordon  Newham ;  from  the  fifth  and  sixth 
grades  to  Nellie  Price ;  from  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades 
to  Sherley  T.  Hemp.  The  amount  of  the  prizes  gives  no 
adequate  conception  of  the  enormous  amount  of  work  en- 
tailed on  the  library  in  conducting  the  competition.  Consid- 
erable interest  however  was  aroused  among  the  pupils  in 
these  two  historical  facts  and  in  the  exposition.  The  eight 
quarto  volumes  of  essays  and  one  volume  of  sketches  were 
beautifully  bound  by  order  of  the  commission  and  sent  to 
the  exposition  at  the  close  of  which  they  will  be  returned  to 
the  library. 

Assistant  Secretary.  In  January  the  librarian  was 
elected  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trustees.  In 
this  capacity  he  acts  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary, 
sends  notices  of  meetings,  attends  all  meetings  of  the  Board 
land  of  conunittees  and  keeps  a  record  of  the  proceedings. 
He  is  thus  in  closest  touch  with  the  plans  and  purposes 
of  the  trustees,  which  enables  him  to  serve  them  most 
efficiently. 
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ORDER  DEPARTMENT 

In  the  proper  expenditure  of  public  funds  as  well  as 
in  other  respects  libraries  should  be  leaders.  Of  late  there 
has  been  considerable  public  discussion  with  regard  to 
needed  changes  in  the  office  of  the  City  Buyer.  The  objects 
sought  are  to  purchase  all  necessary  supplies  on  the  signed 
recommendation  of  heads  of  departments  and  to  provide  f  ot 
competitive  bids  on  all  important  contracts,  the  acceptance 
of  the  lowest  and  best  bid,  and  the  thorough  inspection  of 
goods  before  their  acceptance ;  to  maintain  a  suitable  store- 
room for  all  articles  not  inmiediately  needed  and  to  dia^ 
tribute  these  in  accordance  with  written  requisitions  and 
receipts ;  to  establish  an  accurate  and  business  like  sjrstem 
of  records  whereby  all  public  property  may  be  fully 
accounted  for  from  the  date  of  its  first  recommendation  for 
purchase  to  the  time  of  its  final  disposition ;  and  lastly  the 
proper  annual  auditing  of  accounts., 

All  of  these  provisions  and  more  are  now  in  operation 
in  the  library.  All  general  building  contracts  have  been 
advertised  and  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder.  Salaries  are 
fixed  by  action  of  the  Board  and  the  average  is  lower  than 
it  should  be.  All  drafts  on  the  book  account  are  considered 
volume  by  volume  and  are  subjected  to  the  most  rigid 
scrutiny.  The  large  discounts  insisted  on  and  obtained  by 
the  library  have  been  the  cause  of  complaint  by  dealers. 
Strict  regulations  are  nmintained  regarding  the  distribution 
and  use  of  supplies  from  the  stock  room.  The  voucher  check 
used  in  the  monthly  payment  of  bills  contains  a  list  of  all 
items  covered  by  the  voucher.  Before  it  can  be  paid  it  must 
have  the  signature  of  five  persons  officially  connected  with 
the  library  and  after  pajrment  it  returns  to  the  Treasurer 
as  his  receipt  until  his  books  are  audited.  Although  the 
Auditor's  report  shows  that  there  is  in  use  a  very  satisfac- 
tory system  of  accounts  properly  kept,  steps  have  been 
taken  toward  the  employment  of  an  additional  bookkeeper 
in  order  that  more  detailed  and  specific  information  may 
be  given  on  demand  at  the  library. 
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An  effort  was  made  this  year  to  centralize  in  the  Order 
DeiMurtment  all  mechanical  work  on  books  such  as  minor 
mending  and  pasting  labels  and  pockets.  But  the  process 
of  recataloging  the  Polsrtechnic  collection  made  this  im- 
practicable at  present  because  it  would  necessitate  needless 
handling  of  many  of  these  books.  The  ordering  of  books 
in  the  A.  L.  A.  catalog  noted  last  year  is  about  completed* 

Report  of  the  Order  Department 

To  the  Librarian: 

During  the  year  there  were  ordered  10,421  volumes, 
1,592  pamphlets,  108  numbers  of  unbound  magazines,  446 
subscriptions  for  periodicals  and  newspapers,  and  all 
supplies  for  the  Main  Library  and  branches.  There  were 
prepared  and  delivered  to  the  contractors  894  volumes  for 
binding  and  7,327  volumes  for  rebinding.  There  were  8,517 
volumes  mended,  14,196  volumes  perforated,  pocketed  and 
labeled  and  89S  magazines  and  pamphlets  covered  in  the 
department.  In  this  report  the  Main  Ldbrary,  Colored  . 
Branch,  Highland  Branch,  Portland  Branch,  Crescent  Hill 
Branch  and  Parkland  Branch  are  referred  to  as  Main, 
Colored,  Highland,  etc. 

Books.  The  total  expenditure  for  the  book  account  was 
$12,143.60:  (Main  $8,856.15,  Colored  $994.94,  Highland 
$1,138.86,  Portland  $1,103.90,  Crescent  HiU  $41.50,  Park- 
land $8.25)  divided  as  follows: 

There  were  received  by  purchase  7,544  volumes  costing 
$7,148.23  (Main  5,075  volumes  $4,818.48;  Colored  800  vol- 
umes $760.00 ;  Highland  800  volumes  $760.00 ;  Portland  800 
volumes  $760.00;  Crescent  Hill  56  volumes  $41.50;  Park- 
land 13  volumes  $8.25) ;  1,757  pamphlets,  including  589 
pictures,  $73.36.  Subscriptions  to  222  titles  of  periodicals 
and  newspapers  cost  $1,210.98.  Extra  copies  of  many  of 
these  bring  the  total  number  to  443  (Main  284  periodicals 
and  30  newspapers.  Colored  42  periodicals  and  2  news- 
papers. Highland  41  periodicals,  Portland  44  periodicals). 
Including  gifts  there  were  received  543  periodicals  and  65 
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newspapers.  There  were  ordered  57  unbound  numbers  of 
magazines  costing  $11.35.  The  total  receipts  including 
gifts  were  9,645  volumes,  3,976  pamphlets  and  153  numbers 
of  magazines. 

There  were  received  from  the  binders  784  volumes  of 
binding  costing  $720.93,  or  an  average  of  92  cents  per 
volume  (Main  724  volumes,  Colored  20,  Highland  20,  Port- 
land 20) ;  and  7,384  volumes  of  rebinding  costing  $2,978.76, 
or  an  average  of  40  cents  per  volume  (Main  6,019  volumes, 
Colored  250,  Highland  634,  Portland  481). 

Other  expenditures  were :  Expense  account  $4,313.17 ; 
light,  heat,  power  and  water  $3,167.01 ;  furniture  and  fix- 
tures and  catalog  cards  $941.67 ;  repairs  and  improvements 
$565.12;  salaries  $27,808.57;  insurance  $2,938.36;  interest 
$11,245.24;  furnishings  special  $1,187.50;  building  con- 
struction $192,608.95.  All  of  these  accounts  but  the  last 
are  itemized  on  page  19.  The  building  construction  account 
is  itemized  on  page  17. 

Accessions.  The  accession  books  show  the  following 
additions,  withdrawals  and  totals  for  the  year : 

MaiB  Hishlimd     Ptetland       Cokind         Total 

Added 6,319  995         l,ni         1,656     nO^SOS 

Discarded    798  118  32  84         1,032 

Total  to  date 80,116         4,574         3,628         4,268     *92,664 

Gifts.  These  are  listed  in  Appendixes  D  and  E.  They 
amount  to  2,101  volumes,  2,219  pamphlets,  96  unbound 
numbers  of  magazines,  93  periodicals,  38  newspapers  and 
39  library  bulletins.  Duplicate  copies  are  included  in  the 
last  three  items. 

Among  the  more  noteworthy  gifts  are  Mrs.  C.  C. 
Brandeis  303  volumes  of  medical  books ;  Charles  T.  Dearing 
14  volumes  of  Louisville  publications;  Greater  Louisville 
Exposition  164  books  by  Kentucky  authors  which  were 
gathered  by  the  library  for  the  exposition ;  Mrs.  George  S. 
Ho3rt  46  volumes  from  the  library  of  her  husband  Major 
George  S.  Hoji;  and  172  scientific  books  from  the  library 
of  the  late  R.  T.  Scowden;  Knights  of  Columbus  Catholic 

^Includes  56  yolumes  for  Crescent  Hill,  13  for  Parkland  and  189 
for  Polytechnic  Society. 
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Encyclopedia  of  12  volumes  to  be  given  as  issued;  the 
Louisville  and  other  newspapers  listed  on  page  81.  Mrs. 
Ida  Markolf  68  volumes  of  German  magazines ;  Dr.  Joseph 
M.  Mathews  445  medical  books ;  John  P.  Morton  &  Company 
55  volumes  of  Louisville  publications;  Dr.  Thomas  Hunt 
Stucky  228  medical  books  and  47  art  portfolios;  Thomas 
C.  Timberlake  22  volumes  of  Louisville  directories;  Dr. 
Henry  E.  Tuley  88  medical  books;  United  States  Govern- 
ment 214  volumes,  1,195  pamphlets  and  227  maps;  also 
the  gifts  of  I.  W.  Bemheim,  Garon  Directory  Company, 
Miss  Sallie  Rutherford  and  Frank  B.  Stouffer,  who  gave 
his  services  as  notary  public.  Wm.  Marshall  Bullitt  has 
loaned  to  the  library  "Description  de  TEgypt  par  Napoleon 
le  Grand,''  23  volumes. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  library  to  make  purchases  in 
Louisville  as  far  as  possible.  Of  the  book  fund  90  per  cent 
was  expended  here  at  prices  as  low  as  could  be  obtained 
anywhere.  The  contracts  for  binding  and  rebinding  and 
subscription  lists  for  periodicals  and  newspapers  were 
awarded  to  local  firms. 

The  work  of  the  department  has  increased  and  the 
records  show  a  very  busy  year.  On  April  30  Miss  Amie 
B.  Brunn,  who  had  been  a  most  efficient  assistant  since 
May,  1905,  left  for  Portland,  Oregon.  Since  then  this 
position  has  been  filled  with  satisfaction  by  Miss  Bertha 
L.  Guntermann  as  a  substitute.  On  September  29  Miss 
Ella  Heffeman  with  all  the  mechanical  preparation  of  books 
for  cataloging  was  transferred  to  the  Order  Department; 
but  in  May  half  of  this  assistant's  time  was  transferred 
back  to  the  Catalog  Department.  These  changes  placed 
extra  work  upon  the  other  members  of  the  department  and 
credit  is  due  them  for  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
carried. 

Submitted  as  part  of  this  report  are  lists  of  periodicals, 
newspapers  and  library  bulletins  Appendix  E,  donors  and 
gifts  Appendix  D  and  tables  showing  monthly  expenditures 
under  each  account. 

Geo.  T.  Settle 
Head  of  Order  Department 
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CATALOG  DEPARTMENT 

This  department  has  kept  pace  with  the  new  accessions 
to  the  library  and  in  addition  has  reorganized  more  than 
an  equal  number  of  the  old  Polytechnic  books.  The  im- 
mediate need  of  this  reorganization,  its  estimated  cost  and 
the  probable  length  of  time  required  for  its  completion  have 
been  noted  in  previous  reports.  But  for  this  collection  the 
cataloging  force  would  need  to  be  only  about  half  its  present 
size.  Due  allowance  does  not  seem  to  be  made  for  this  fact 
by  those  who  have  difficulty  in  understanding  why  the 
present  number  of  catalogers  is  necessary. 

The  following  report  shows  that  as  these  books  are 
classified  the  strong  and  weak  points  in  the  collection  are 
becoming  more  evident,  thus  furnishing  valuable  data  in 
selecting  books  for  filling  gaps  on  the  shelves  and  establish- 
ing the  proper  balance  between  the  various  classes  of  books. 
Furtheilnore  as  the  catalog,  the  key  to  the  resources  of 
the  library,  grows  in  completeness  it  not  only  opens  to  view 
material  hitherto  hidden  but  it  also  greatly  facilitates  the 
work  of  all  other  departments,  especially  those  which  deal 
directly  with  the  public.  This  library  is  a  depository  for 
the  printed  catalog  cards  of  the  Library  of  Congress. 
Although  the  value  of  this  catalog  continues  to  increase,  the 
statement  of  its  size  and  growth  and  the  amount  of  labor 
involved  in  keeping  it  in  order  is  of  significant  interest. 

Report  of  the  Catalog  Department 

To  the  Librarian: 

In  the  Catalog  Department  two  lines  of  work  are  being 
carried  on  simultaneously,  the  cataloging  and  preparing  for 
circulation  of  the  new  accessions  to  the  library  and  the 
recataloging  of  the  books  of  the  Polytechnic  Society  Library. 
The  new  accessions  take  precedence  of  the  books  to  be 
recataloged,  and  are  cataloged  as  rapidly  as  added.  Every 
Friday  a  list  of  the  additions  ready  for  circulation  is  sent 
to  the  local  newspapers  and  the  books  are  placed  together 
on  the  "New  books''  shelves  in  the  open  shelf  department. 
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During  the  past  year  23»504  volumes  were  cataloged^ 
1^83  more  than  last  year.  The  total  number  of  volumes 
now  cataloged  is  56,367. 

The  number  of  catalog  cards  filed  was  38,639,  making  a 
total  of  108,626  cards  in  the  public  catalogs.  In  the  official 
catalog  13,940  cards  were  filed,  making  a  total  of  34,535 
cards. 

Main  Library  Catalogs.  For  adults  18,026  volumes 
were  cataloged ;  total  number  of  cataloged  volumes  38,152 ; 
13,940  new  cards  were  filed  in  the  catalog ;  total  number  of 
cards  34,535. 

For  the  Children's  Department  1,879  volumes  were  cata- 
loged; total  in  the  department  6,627  volumes;  1,760  cards 
were  added  to  the  catalog;  total  number  of  cards  8,161. 

Branch  Library  Catalogs.  For  the  branches  3,599  vol- 
umes were  cataloged. 

Colored  Branch — adult  circulating  494,  reference  80, 
juvenile  934;  total  for  the  year  1,508;  total  number  of 
volumes  cataloged  4,016.  Number  of  cards  filed  in  the 
catalog  during  the  year  2,631;  total  in  the  catalog  8,479 
cards. 

Highland  Branch — total  for  the  year  961 ;  total  number 
of  volumes  cataloged  4,169.  Number  of  cards  sent  from 
Main  6,029. 

Portland  Branch — adult  circulating  687,  reference  90, 
juvenile  353;  total  for  the  year  1,130;  total  number  of 
volumes  cataloged  3,403.  Number  of  cards  filed  in  the 
catalog  during  the  year  2,711 ;  total  in  the  catalog  10,319 
cards. 

Polytechnic  Collection.  The  greater  portion  of  vol- 
umes cataloged  this  year  was  from  the  Polytechnic  Library. 
The  cataloging  of  so  many  volumes  of  the  old  library  has 
been  of  great  assistance  to  the  Circulation  Department, 
which  has  been  under  the  disadvantage  of  not  being  able 
to  locate  definitely  the  unnumbered  books.  With  the  new 
call  numbers  on  the  backs,  the  books  are  easily  found  and 
replaced,  and  stand  on  the  shelves  with  later  accessions  on 
the  same  subject.    The  diminishing  of  the  old  catalog  and 
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the  growth  of  the  new  lessens  the  number  of  times  of  looking 
both  in  the  new  catalog  and  in  the  old  for  a  Polytechnic 
Society  book. 

The  Poljrtechinc  Society  accession  book  has  listed  69,003 
volumes.  Deducting  23,905  volumes  now  catalogued,  4,300 
government  documents  and  an  estimate  of  1,000  discarded 
books,  there  remain  about  29,798  volumes  to  be  cataloged. 

The  library  of  five  hundred  volumes  collected  in  the 
Court  House  in  1811  was  probably  the  first  public  library 
in  Louisville.  Since  that  time  at  least  six  public  libraries 
have  had  their  rise  and  disappearance  in  the  city.  Many 
books  of  these  former  libraries  have  descended  by  gift  to 
the  Polytechnic  Society  Library  and  book  labels,  or  rules, 
of  at  least  four  of  these  institutions  may  be  found  in  some 
of  the  books.  This  really  makes  the  Polytechnic  Society 
Library  a  much  older  one  than  its  date  of  organization  in 
1876.  In  the  rules  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association 
and  of  the  Louisville  Library  the  length  of  time  a  borrower 
might  keep  a  book  depended  upon  its  size — a  folio  or  quarto 
might  be  retained  four  weeks,  an  octavo  three  weeks,  etc., 
while  the  ''forfeitures''  for  detaining  books  beyond  the 
limits  specified  were  in  proportion  to  the  size — ^four  cents 
a  day  for  a  folio,  three  cents  for  a  quarto,  etc.  In  a  library 
of  this  age  much  useless  material  has  accumulated  as  well 
as  volumes  that  are  rare  and  of  considerable  intrinsic  value. 

Religion  is  one  of  the  largest  classes  in  the  library  but 
most  of  the  books  are  of  interest  historically  rather  than 
meeting  the  needs  of  to-day.  This  subject  should  be 
strengthened  by  the  addition  of  works  of  modem  biblical 
criticism  and  archaeology| 

The  number  of  volumes  of  science  and  useful  arts  is 
comparatively  small.  In  fine  arts  are  many  valuable  large 
folio  volumes  containing  copies  of  famous  masterpieces,  etc. 
Biography  is  well  represented,  as  is  history  and  travel  in 
the  United  States. 

Literature  is  the  strongest  class.  This  is  partly  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  usefulness  of  these  books  does  not  depre- 
ciate   with  lapse   of   time   as    it   does    in    science   and 
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the  arts.  There  is  need  of  a  complete  set  of  translations 
of  the  Greek  and  Roman  classics  in  readable  editions. 
En^rlish  literature  is  comparatively  well  represented,  especi- 
ally early  English  drama.  The  (library  is  rich  in  Shakes^ 
perean  literature.  The  Shakespeare  collection  contains  298 
volumes,  of  which  213  are  his  works  and  the  remainder 
criticisms,  etc. 

There  are  also  many  valuable  sets  of  magazines,  such  as 
Atlantic  monthly,  Century,  Edinburgh  review.  Harper's 
monthly  magazine,  Lippincott's  magazine,  Living  age.  Nine- 
teenth century,  with  the  Gentleman's  magazine  and  Revue 
des  deux  mondes  almost  complete. 

Library  of  Congress  Deposit  Catalog.  This  catalog  at 
present  consists  of  about  800,000  cards.  The  average  yearly 
additions  to  it  are  between  40,000  and  50,000  cards  and  these 
are  kept  filed  to  date.  This  year  over  150,000  cards  have 
been  filed  in  the  deposit  catalog,  leaving  about  44,000  of  the 
original  shipment  still  to  be  filed.  Each  assistant  spends 
an  hour  each  day  filing,  and  the  time  is  used  for  the  Library 
of  Congress  deposit  if  it  has  not  been  spent  on  other  card 
filing.  The  letters  of  the  alphabet  are  distributed  among 
the  assistants  so  that  the  same  assistant  always  files  certain 
letters  and  is  responsible  for  their  arrangement.  The 
department  has  made  a  great  effort  to  finish  the  alphabeting 
and  filing  of  the  deposit  cards. 

Staff  Lectures.  The  head  of  the  department  gave 
twelve  lectures  on  the  Dewey  decimal  classification  to  a 
volunteer  class  from  the  library  staff.  At  each  weekly 
meeting  the  class  studied  one  of  the  ten  divisions  of  the 
classification.  The  significations  of  the  subdivisions  was 
explained  and  compared  and  contrasted  with  like  notations 
in  other  classes.  Ten  books  were  classified  by  each  member 
of  the  class  each  week  and  a  criticism  of  the  work  was  given 
at  the  following  meeting.  All  preparation  by  the  class  was 
done  outside  library  hours.  A  Dewey  decimal  classification 
match  closed  the  course  as  a  means  of  fixing  in  the  memory 
the  signification  of  the  classification  notation.  Fourteen 
members  of  the  class  persevered  and  stood  the  ordeal.    No 
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village  spelling  bee  ever  created  more  excitement  and 
enthusiasm* 

The  head  of  the  department  had  the  honor  of  giving  a 
paper  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Library 
Association  on  the  modem  catalog  as  formed  by  the  Library 
of  Congress  cards. 

The  department  was  never  in  a  more  flourishing  condi- 
tion and  good  results  will  be  accomplished  during  the 
coming  year  if  we  have  no  serious  interruption. 

Harriet  B.  Gooch 
Head  of  Catalog  Department 


CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT 

A  summary  of  statistics  from  all  the  libraries  gives  an 
increase  of  8  per  cent  in  attendance  and  20  per  cent  in 
circulation  over  the  previous  year.  The  proportion  of  non- 
fiction  drawn  has  increased  again  in  each  library,  varying 
from  four  to  twelve  -per  cent.  The  number  of  borrowers 
registered  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  increased  36  per 
cent.  The  fact  that  the  department  has  been  able  to  meet 
this  heavier  demand  without  additional  assistance  is  due  to 
various  factors:  1)  The  increased  capacity  of  the  depart- 
ment through  the  experience  of  its  members;  2)  the  dimin- 
ished number  of  uncataloged  books  in  the  Polytechnic  col- 
lection ;  S)  the  greater  familiarity  with  library  methods  on 
the  part  of  the  people,  which  makes  them  more  able  to  help 
themselves. 

When  the  library  was  first  opened  it  had  on  its  shelves 
the  large  Polytechnic  collection  of  old  books  only  partially 
classified  and  cataloged.  In  order  to  keep  these  open  to 
circulation  it  was  decided  to  reorganize  them  gradually. 
This  ihethod  was  a  disadvantage  to  the  catalogers,  a  handi- 
cap to  the  Circulation  Department  and  often  a  trial  to  the 
people,  who  were  the  gainers  however  in  hot  being  deprived 
of  the  use  of  these  books  for  a  long  period.  The  department 
can  not  be  at  its  best  until  these  books  are  all  properly 
cataloged,  which  will  require  several  years  more.    In  spite 


Third  Annual  Report  39 

of  these  unfavorable  conditions  the  showing  for  the  year 
is  remarkable. 

Report  of  the  Circulation  Department 

To  the  Librarian: 

Attendance.  This  department  was  open  306  days  for 
circulation  and  55  days  for  reading  and  reference  only. 
Following  are  comparative  statistics  of  attendance  for  the 
last  two  years: 

Y^  ifAin        Hiclilaad    Porttend      Colorad         TMmi 

^"^  Bnneh       Bnuieh        Branch  *'''*' 

1906-07    416,948  61,267  6G.123  43,648  666,876 

1906-06    401,675  46;427  40,661  36,826  623,479 

Increase   14,273  6,830  6,572  7,722  43,397 

Sunday    '07 8,369  1,636  3,830  1,602  16,426 

Registration,  Since  the  opening  of  the  library  in  May, 
1905,  27,480  borrowers  have  registered.  Of  these  7,287 
were  entered  during  the  year  just  ended,  5,058  at  Main 
and  2,179  at  the  branches.    This  year  the  registration  cards 

« 

were  carefully  examined  and  blank  and  duplicate  numbers 
eliminated.  Each  registration  blank  calls  for  the  occupation 
of  the  applicant.  The  majority  of  the  applicants  are  women 
and  children  who  have  no  specific  employment.  It  is  not 
possible  to  give  a  complete  list  of  the  occupations  mentioned, 
but  under  15  general  heads  they  are  as  follows : 

Agents  26  Milliners,  dressmakers  and 

Architects 10         seamstresses   249 

Authors  11      Professional  men 659 

Bookkeepers,    clerks,    etc..  Professional  women 464 

including  women 1,642     Railroad  employees 179 

Brewers  and  distillers 19  Stenographers,       telephone 

B(Ulders  and  contractors..  22  and  telegraph  operators.  476 

Business  men 285  Students,  high  school  and 

Mechanics  and  tradesmen.  477         private  schools 733 

Miscellaneous    218 

Circulation.  Comparative  statistics  are  given  for  the 
last  two  years. 


Tmt  Ifftin 

19064)7    251,006 

1906-06    243,861 

Increase  7,646 

Average  daily  '07...  820 


HighlBDd 

Psrtlttid 

Colorad 

StatkMw 

IVtel 

38,764 

47,777 

23,145 

27,167 

387,849 

84,686 

26,003 

17,838 

320,788 

4,178 

22,774 

6,307 

27,167 

67,061 

126 

166 

99 
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Classification  of  Circuiation.  There  is  an  increasing 
demand  for  foreign  books.  There  were  1,456  German  books 
circulated  and  749  in  other  languages,  chiefly  French,  total 
2,206  against  1,301  last  year.  The  circulation  by  classes 
and  the  percentage  of  each  class  appears  in  Appendix  B. 
The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  of  fiction  circu- 
lated ;  in  each  case  a  decrease  for  this  year  will  be  noted. 

1906-07    

1905-06    


ICalii 

Hlffhland 

Portland 

Col'd 

76 

72 

68 

43 

80 

78 

65 

55 

Open  Shelves.  Of  the  248,469  books  drawn  for  home 
use  from  the  Main  Library  75  per  cent  were  selected  by 
the  readers  themselves  from  the  open  shelves.  In  addition 
many  books  are  used  there  during  library  hours  of  which 
no  account  can  be  taken.  £ach  day  during  the  busy  season 
the  assistants  are  scheduled  for  a  number  of  hours  in  the 
open  shelves,  which  service  has  added  decidedly  to  the  use- 
fulness of  this  portion  of  the  library. 

Reserves  and  Fines.  Of  reserve  cards'  11,704  were 
mailed  to  persons  who  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege 
of  reserving  books  upon  payment  of  one  cent  for  the  postal 
used,  542  cards  less  than  the  previous  year.  The  amount 
received  from  fines  was  Main  $1,010.15,  Highland  $128.55, 
Portland  $51.02,  Colored  $65.20,  total  $1,254.92.  Overdue 
notices  sent  from  Main  numbered  6,818,  Highland  610, 
Portland  166,  Colored  996,  total  9,040. 

Summer  privileges.  Our  rules  provide  that  during  the 
three  summer  months  a  larger  number  of  books  than  usual 
may  be  drawn  on  a  card  and  kept  for  a  longer  time.  Only 
165  books  of  fiction  and  75  of  non-fiction  were  taken  out 
under  this  regulation.  On  account  of  the  trouble  experi- 
enced by  the  library  in  getting  the  books  returned  at  the 
proper  time  this  privilege  should  be  restricted  as  to  time 
and  number  of  books  allowed  to  any  one  person. 

Pages.  The  frequent  change  of  pages  is  a  detriment  to 
the  department.  It  happens  repeatedly  that  as  soon  as  boys 
are  well  trained  they  leave  the  library  for  better  paying 
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commercial  positions  and  new  pa£:es  must  be  found  to  take 
their  places.  The  work  requires  special  fitness  and  boys 
with  the  proper  qualifications  are  not  easy  to  find,  especially 
at  the  salary  paid  by  the  library. 

The  newspaper  lists  of  books  added  to  the  library  have 
be^i  placed  on  the  bulletin  board  each  week  and  special 
lists  hung  in  conspicuous  places  at  the  delivery  desk. 

Of  the  bulletin  "One  thousand  best  novels"  497  copies 
were  sold. 

Staff  members  of  this  department  have  done  intelligent 
and  conscientious  work  and  others  have  cheerfully  aided  in 
time  of  need,  a  record  of  which  is  made  with  appreciation. 

A.  V.  POLLABD 

Head  of  Circulation  Department 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

The  work  of  this  department  is  the  best  proof  that  the 
library  is  doing  more  than  supplying  the  demand  for  light 
fiction.  From  the  beginning  the  effort  has  been  to  make 
this  department  specially  strong.  Its  importance  has  been 
.emphasized  with  the  trustees  and  its  value  made  known  to 
the  public.  It  should  appeal  not  only  to  the  usual  types 
of  investigators,  such  as  teachers,  students  and  club  women, 
but  also  to  the  man  of  affairs.  So  long  as  the  library  does 
not  prove  its  helpfulness  to  the  business  man,  so  long  will 
he  be  inclined  to  regard  it  as  a  municipal  luxury. 

The  partial  record  of  13,439  topics  looked  up  is  a  grati- 
fying evidence  of  the  success  that  has  attended  the  efforts 
made.  The  following  report  consists  largely  of  a  classified 
list  of  typical  questions  actually  asked  in  the  library.  This 
list  illustrates  well  the  great  variety  of  subject3  on  which 
information  is  sought  and  demonstrates  the  importance  of 
maintaining  the  highest  grade  of  service  in  order  to  supply 
this  demand. 

An  invitation  came  to  the  head  of  the  department  to 
deliver  eight  lectures  to  the  New  York  State  Library  School, 
for  which  purpose  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  her  in 
June  by  the  trustees. 
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Report  of  the  Reference  Department 

To  the  Librarian: 

Both  in  extent  and  in  scope  the  work  of  the  Reference 
Department  has  grown  during  the  past  year.  The  attend- 
ance was  75,727»  an  increase  by  one-half  over  last  year's 
figures.  This  means  that  an  increasing  number  of  persons, 
particularly  iQen,  have  become  aware  of  the  library  as  a 
possible  source  of  information  and  assistance  and  in  their 
turn  have  advertised  its  ability  and  willingness  to  be  of  use. 
This  is  especially  true  with  artisans  and  mechanics  and 
young  men  who  are  studying  for  the  various  technical 
trades  or  are  already  engaged  in  them.  They  use  eagerly 
such  material  as  we  can  now  offer. 

During  the  year  178  bibliographies,  or  reading  lists, 
have  been  compiled  for  clubs,  schools,  newspapers  and 
individuals.  The  number  of  topics  looked  up  by  the  refer- 
ence staff  is  13,439,  nearly  twice  as  many  as  last  year. 
These  figures  are  only  approximate,  as  at  the  busiest  hours 
of  the  day  the  questions  cAne  so  rapidly  that  not  all  of 
them  are  recorded.  The  questions  asked  cover  every  variety 
of  subject. 

Demands  upon  the  Department  The  various  sources 
from  which  requests  for  information  come  may  be  classified 
somewhat  as  follows: 

A)    Public  schools — ^7th  to  12th  grades. 

1)  Specimen  questions: 

How  do  bills  originate  in  Congress?  Action  of  yeast; 
Why  did  not  the  colonies  in  Canada  join  the  other  North 
American  colonies  in  the  revolt  against  Great  Britain? 
Manners  and  customs  of  the  time  of  Chaucer ;  Fertilization 
of  plants ;  Six  examples  of  satire ;  Average  altitudes  of  the 
different  states ;  United  States  extradition  treaties ;  Prison* 
ships  of  the  Revolution. 

2)  Tsrpical  subjects  for  high  school  debates  and  speeches: 
Government  ownership  of  natural  resources;   State- 
rights  vs.  centralization;  The  public  library  as  a  business 
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propoaition ;  Corporate  labor  vs.  corporate  capital ;  Protec- 
tion of  Niagara;  Modem  pirates;  Improvement  of  water- 
ways; Best  way  for  a  philanthropist  to  dispose  of  his 
wealth ;  Clean  streets  for  Louisville. 

* 

B)   Clubs  and  societies. 

1)  Subjects  discussed  by  men's  clubs : 

Peonage  in  the  South;  Ship  subsidies;  Race  prejudice; 
Immigration  in  the  South;  Western  land  frauds;  Income 
tax  and  limitation  of  wealth. 

2)  Topics  of  women's  literary,  art»  civic  and  child-study 

clubs : 

Development  of  art  in  the  race  and  in  the  child ;  Parental 
schools;  Evolution  of  the  Faust  legend;  A  study  of  the 
educational  status  of  Kentucky;  Sterilization  of  food  pro- 
ducts; Art  in  public  school  education;  History  of  English 
literary  criticism;  National  child-labor  legislation;  Sanita- 
tion as  affecting  morals. 
S)    Debate  subjects  of  settlement  clubs: 

National  industrial  arbitration;  Popular  election  of 
senators;  Who  owns  the  United  States?  Open  and  closed 
shop;   Restriction  of  immigration. 

4)    Topics  of  missionary  and  church  societies  and  Sunday 
school  workers: 

Religious  conditions  in  the  Philippines;  Mormonism  as 
a  political  influence ;  Inter-denominational  union ;  Haystack 
prayer  meeting ;  Jews  in  literature,  art  and  science ;  Plays 
suitable  for  a  church  society ;  Poems  descriptive  of  the  fall 
of  Jericho ;  Baptist  mission  work  in  China. 

C)  Architects,  encuneers,  chemists,  artisans. 

Typical  questions : 

Walschaert  valve  on  American  locomotives ;  Plans  for  a 
tuberculosis  hospital ;  Concrete  piling ;  By-products  of  lime- 
kiln; Chemical  treatment  of  tobacco;  Graphite  mining; 
Opportunities  for  engineers  in  Africa;  Third-rail  system; 
Plans  for  a  suburban  church ;  Denatured  alcohol ;  Cement 
construction. 
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D)    BUSINESS  HOUSES,  CORPORATIONS  AND  MANUFACTURING 

ESTABUSHMENTS. 

Specimen  problems : 

Total  street-railway  mileage  in  the  United  States ;  How 
to  organize  a  stock  company ;  Illustrated  article  on  sewerage 
in  Berlin;  Cotton-seed  oil  and  its  production;  Tariflf-rate 
on  imported  pipes;  Liability  of  common  carriers;  Idaho 
and  Colorado  timber-lands;  Terms  of  settlement  of  St. 
Louis  street-railway  strike  (Used  in  settlement  of  Louis- 
ville strike,  March,  '07) ;  Output  of  tobacco  in  Kentucky  in 
1906 ;  Patents  and  patentees  in  Kentucky  since  1890. 

E)    Special  students  preparing  articles  or  books  for 

PUBLICATION. 

Subjects  investigated: 

The  family  as  a  social  unit;  Iron  and  steel  production 
in  the  United  States ;  Boundary-zone  between  United  States 
and  Mexico ;  Trade-schools  in  the  United  States ;  The  army 
canteen ;  Gerhard  von  Ryle  and  the  Cathedral  of  Cologne ; 

Primitive  methods  of  navigation. 
« 

F)    Genealogical  students. 

Research  topics : 

Descendants  of  the  first  Earl  of  Bathurst;  Member  of 
Bowen  family  who  fought  in  battle  of  New  Orleans;  Lin- 
eage of  royal  family  of  Portugal ;  Significance  of  armorial 
design  of  the  Douglases ;  Crest  of  the  Lister-Kayes. 

G)    General  public. 

Typical  questions : 

How  to  draw  up  a  will;  Qualifications  required  of  a 
physician  for  practise  in  Brazil;  Must  a  renter  pay  his 
rent  if  the  roof  leaks?  Costumes  for  presentation  of  Tenny- 
son's Princess;  Relation  of  free  masonry  to  religion;  A 
modem  novel  in  which  Shakespeare  fiigures ;  Book  showing 
the  unattractive  side  of  stage-life,  to  be  given  to  a  stage- 
struck  girl;  How  to  address  a  letter  to  the  Garter  King- 
of-Arms;  Aids  in  planning  an  itinerary  through  China; 
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How  to  raise  Angora  goats;  Is  there  sympathy  in  the 
vegetable  world?  A  good  name  for  a  girl  baby. 

An  important  future  addition  to  the  student  body  which 
makes  special  use  of  this  department  will  come  from  the 
new  Liberal  Arts  Department  of  the  University  of  Louis- 
ville. At  present  this  new  feature  of  our  work  is  just 
beginning.  The  medical  and  law  students  have  been  users 
of  the  library  for  some  time. 

Many  requests  for  information,  lists  of  books,  etc.,  come 
by  mail  from  librarians,  club-workers  and  others  throughout 
the  state  and  the  South.  Books  for  special  use  have  been 
sent  to  many  clubs  on  payment  of  transportation  charges. 

Sources  of  Information.  The  sources  upon  which  we 
draw  for  information  may  be  classified  as  follows : 

A)  General  reference  books ;  encyclopedias,  handbooks, 
etc. 

B)  Specific  books  from  all  departments  of  the  library. 

C)  Government  documents  and  their  indexes. 

The  publications  of  the  U.  S.  Government  are  indispen- 
sable, especially  for  debates  and  discussions  on  all  subjects 
of  public  interest,  and  for  special  information  in  every  line 
from  farming  problems  to  Eskimo  traditions. 

D)  Periodicals  and  their  indexes. 

E)  Other  indexes,  such  as  A.  L.  A.  Index  to  general 
literature,  Granger's  Index  to  poetry  and  recitations,  A. 
L.  A.  Portrait  index,  Cumulative  book  index,  A.  L.  A.  Guide 
to  literature  of  American  history,  Baker's  Guide  to  the  best 
fiction,  Severance's  Guide  to  current  periodicals  and  serials. 

F)  Maps,  atlases,  charts,  etc. 

G)  Vertical  file,  containing  alphabetically  arranged 
coUection  of  reference  lists  and  bibliographies  compiled  by 
this  and  other  libraries,  programs  and  courses  of  study  for 
clubs,  clippings  from  newspapers  and  magazines,  and  such 
pamphlets  and  catalogs  as  are  more  useful  here  than  else- 
where. The  filing  case  has  its  own  card  index,  also  trays 
containing  card  index  to  all  bibliographies  in  the  library. 

H)  Other  libraries.  The  Library  of  Congress  especially 
is  very  generous  in  giving  information  in  cases  where  books 
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can  not  be  loaned.  Cases  in  point  are  data  furnished  in 
regard  to  the  time  and  place  of  death  of  the  guerilla  leader, 
Quantrill,  certain  genealogical  statements  verified  for  an 
aspirant  to  membership  in  the  D.  A.  R.,  and  information 
given  in  regard  to  the  chicle-gum  industry  and  sources  of 
supply.  In  addition  many  rare  books  have  been  loaned  us 
for  the  use  of  special  students. 

I)  Local  institutions  and  authorities,  with  frequent  use 
of  the  telephone.  The  Commercial  Club,  Board  of  Trade, 
Post  Office,  local  office  of  the  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau,  Caron 
Directory  Co.,  local  law  and  theological  libraries,  newspaper 
offices,  lawyers,  teachers,  architects,  specialists  in  all  lines ; 
these  and  many  other  institutions  and  individuals  have 
shown  the  utmost  willingness  to  give  us  special  information 
whenever  called  upon.  The  telephone  is  an  important 
adjunct  both  in  asking  and  answering  questions. 

Periodicals.  The  list  of  periodicals  on  file  in  the  reading- 
room  and  the  newspaper  alcove  has  been  increased  to  801, 
of  which  89  are  dailies,  64  weeklies,  and  198  monthlies  and 
quarterlies.  A  list  is  given  in  Appendix  E.  The  department 
has  loaned  for  temporary  use  2,506  periodicals  and  reference 
books. 

Standard  Authors.  The  reference  collection  of  stand- 
ard authors  for  use  in  the  library  only  has  grown  to  794 
volumes  through  the  addition  of  the  best  complete  editions 
of  each  of  the  following  authors :  Elizabeth  Barrett  Brown- 
ing, Robert  Browning,  Carlyle,  Chaucer,  Defoe,  Emerson, 
Fielding,  Ibsen  and  Irving. 

Extension  Work.  The  reference  librarian  gave  several 
talks  before  the  students  of  the  Female  High  School,  Male 
High  School,  Commercial  High  School,  Normal  School  and 
University  School  on  the  use  of  the  library  with  suggestions 
for  home  reading.  The  immediate  result  was  a  greatly 
increased  use  of  the  library  and  especially  of  the  Reference 
Department  on  the  part  of  both  teachers  and  students. 

Talks  were  also  given  before  the  Woman's  Club  and  the 
Business  Woman's  Club.  The  subject  discussed  before  the 
latter  club  was  ''Some  books  that  are  worth  while."    A 
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claasified  list  of  about  160  books  on  all  subjects  was  com- 
piled as  a  basis  for  this  talk.  A  copy  of  the  list  was  left 
for  use  in  the  reading  room  of  the  club  and  a  second  copy 
retained  at  the  library. 

Eight  visits  were  made  by  the  reference  librarian  to  the 
branch  libraries  for  the  purpose  of  considering  on  what 
subjects  new  material  was  needed  for  reference  use.  After 
each  visit  a  list  of  books  reconunended  for  purchase  was 
submitted  to  the  librarian.  For  the  Colored  Branch  lists 
of  stories  and  books  on  all  subjects  were  prepared  in 
addition. 

For  distribution  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Kentucky 
Library  Association,  the  following  were  compiled:  1)  A 
suggestive  list  of  reference  books  and  periodicals  for  a  small 
public  library;  2)  a  list  of  books  and  magazine  articles  on 
Kentucky  History. 

Staff  Class.  The  weekly  staff-class,  in  charge  of  the 
reference  librarian  from  March  to  June,  took  for  its  subject 
the  study  of  periodicals.  A  classified  list  of  the  periodicals 
on  file  in  the  reading  room  was  used  as  the  basis  of  work. 
The  topics  discussed  were  1)  Use  of  periodicals  and  period- 
ical indexes  in  reference  work,  2)  American  reviews, 
critical  and  literary  periodicals,  8)  English  reviews,  critical 
and  literary  periodicals,  4)  Notable  general  magazines,  6) 
Popular  magazines,  7-10)  Magazines  on  special  subjects, 
art,  education,  engineering,  sociology,  etc.  At  the  last 
meeting  a  selected  list  of  40  periodicals  suitable  for  a  small 
library  was  presented  by  each  member  of  the  class  and  an 
informal  examination  held.  The  class  was  greatly  inter- 
ested and  did  good  work. 

The  untiring  interest  and  co-operation  of  the  reference 
assistants,  especially  in  the  constant  daily  service  to  readers 
and  students,  has  been  of  the  greatest  help  and  value. 

Marilla  Watte  Freeman 

Head  of  Reference  Department 
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CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENT 

It  will  be  noticed  that  128,360  volumes,  or  33  per  cent 
of  the  circulation  at  all  the  libraries,  were  children's  books. 
At  the  main  children's  room  it  increased  only  from  47,675 
volumes  to  49,236,  whereas  at  the  stations  it  increased  from 
1,408  to  22,241,  the  latter  being  equal  to  45  per  cent  of  the 
juvenile  circulation  at  the  Main  Library.  The  two  note- 
worthy points  in  these  statistics  are  the  large  proportion 
of  children's  books  drawn  and  the  growth  of  the  station 
work. 

Cooperation  with  the  schools,  though  tacitly  recognized, 
has  not  been  established  on  a  formal  and  systematic  basis. 
The  principle  however  is  steadily  gaining  strength.  The 
policy  of  the  library  has  been  to  prove  itself  so  useful  that 
agitation  for  library  extension  shall  come  chiefly  from  the 
teachers  and  pupils.  Conditions  existing  at  the  opening  of 
the  library  called  for  such  a  policy  and  the  wisdom  of  it 
is  becoming  more  and  more  apparent.  The  library  has 
now  more  requests  for  the  establishment  of  distributing 
stations  in  schools  than  it  can  supply  with  its  present  force. 
This  condition  has  been  brought  about  largely  through  the 
well  directed  energies  of  the  Children's  Department.  Much 
genuine  and  effective  missionary  work  has  been  done 
through  numerous  visits  to  schools  and  talks  to  classes  and 
clubs,  proclaiming  the  advantages  of  the  library  and 
explaining  the  methods  of  using  it.  The  full  value  of  this 
activity  will  be  revealed  only  in  the  results  that  will  be 
multiplied  with  each  succeeding  year. 

Report  of  the  Children's  Department 

To  the  Librarian: 

This  is  the  first  annual  report  of  the  Children's  Depart- 
ment. The  report  last  year  comprised  only  ten  months 
since  its  opening  and  was  largely  an  outline  of  plans  begun. 
It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  a  steady  growth  in  the  develop- 
ment of  every  phase  of  children's  library  work.  The  key 
word  of  this  department  during  the  last  year  was  expansion. 
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As  a  result  the  report  this  year  includes  the  work  of  the 
children's  room,  the  children's  work  at  the  three  branches 
and  seven  stations  and  twenty-five  class  room  libraries. 

The  total  juvenile  registration  through  these  eleven 
agencies  was  2,468  white  and  750  colored  readers.  The 
total  circulation  of  children's  books  was  128,360. 

Main  Children's  Room.  While  the  attendance  this 
year  was  not  as  large  as  during  the  winter  months  of  last 
year  when  the  children's  room  was  a  novelty  the  circulation 
far  exceeds  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  children  have 
learned  to  come  to  the  library  not  only  for  the  exchange 
of  books  but  also  for  help  and  suggestions  in  their  reading, 
particularly  that  connected  with  their  school  work.  We 
are  thus  enabled  to  do  more  personal  work  with  the  children 
and  come  to  know  each  other  better.  Where  at  first  we 
were  handling  large  crowds,  we  now  have  a  better  oppor- 
tunity to  study  individual  needs  and  in  this  way  a  mutual 
spirit  of  helpfulness  has  been  established.  During  the 
month  of  December  hundreds  of  children  from  various 
sections  of  the  city  competed  for  the  prizes  offered  by  the 
library  for  the  best  drawing  of  Boonesboro  Fort  and  the 
best  composition  on  the  establishment  of  the  first  colony 
in  America.  For  several  weeks  every  available  space  in 
the  children's  room  was  crowded  with  eager  readers. 

Beginning  with  the  first  of  March,  pupils  in  and  above 
the  fifth  grade  were  permitted  to  draw  a  non-fiction  with 
their  fiction  book.  This  was  done  to  encourage  these  pupils 
to  use  the  non-fiction  books  in  connection  with  their  school 
work  and  is  being  appreciated  by  them  as  well  as  by  their 
teachers. 

Branches.  With  the  beginning  of  the  new  library  year 
an  effort  was  made  to  unify  the  children's  work  at  the 
Main  Library  and  branches.  Juvenile  books  which  had 
proven  their  worth  at  the  main  children's  room  were  dupli- 
cated for  the  branches.  Copies  of  the  outline  for  story 
telling  with  reference  lists  were  sent  to  the  branches  each 
month.  As  far  as  possible  schools  in  the  neighborhood  of 
branches  were  visited  by  the  children's  librarian  with  a 
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view  to  directing  the  pupils  to  the  branch  or  station  nearest 
them.  We  are  striving  to  bring  about  a  mutual  spirit  of 
helpfulness  between  the  Main  Library  and  the  branches 
since  children's  library  work  presents  practically  the  same 
problems  wherever  it  is  conducted. 

Clubs  for  older  boys  and  girls  flourish  in  branch  libraries 
because  the  conmiunity  spirit  thrives  where  children  meet 
each  other  during  the  week  and  have  interests  in  conunon. 
There  are  now  clubs  which  have  great  possibilities  for 
library  training  at  each  of  the  branches. 

Stations*  The  aim  is  toward  the  ideal  condition  when 
library  privileges  shall  be  extended  to  every  child  in  the 
city.  Within  the  last  year  seven  small  libraries  have  been 
organized  in  district  schools  which  are  at  some  distance 
from  either  the  Main  Library  or  any  of  the  branches.  This 
is  a  development  of  the  libraries  conducted  last  sunmier 
at  the  public  playgrounds,  where  books  were  distributed 
during  the  ten  weeks  of  vacation.  The  permanent  stations 
serve  the  same  purpose  throughout  the  year.  We  are 
indebted  to  Prof.  E.  H.  Mark,  Superintendent  of  Public 
Schools,  for  the  privilege  of  using  vacant  rooms  and  hall 
space  at  five  public  school  buildings. 

Sylvia  Station.  This  was  our  first  attempt  to  circulate 
books  at  a  public  school  building.  For  several  months 
a  member  of  the  staff  was  in  charge  one  day  each  week. 
A  former  pupil  of  the  school  has  volunteered  her  services 
and  is  now  conducting  the  work  most  satisfactorily. 

Settlement  Station.  This  library  is  in  the  chapel  of  the 
Wesley  Settlement  House,  816  East  Main  street.  The  work 
is  carried  on  by  one  of  the  residents.  The  children's 
librarian  frequently  visits  this  station  and  keeps  in  touch 
with  the  children's  and  mothers'  clubs  which  meet  during 
the  winter  months. 

Columbian  Station.  The  Principal  of  the  Columbian 
Public  School  offered  library  facilities  and  asked  that  a 
station  be  organized  there.  This  was  done  in  January.  It 
is  now  one  of  the  most  flourishing  stations. 

California  Station.  This  also  fllls  a  long  felt  need  in  a 
neighborhood  where  books  are  regarded  as  a  luxury.    The 
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books  brought  home  by  the  children  are  often  read  by  every 
member  of  the  family. 

Delmont  Station.  This  is  the  newest  of  all  our  stations, 
being  not  quite  three  months  old.  Some  representative 
citizens  of  that  part  of  the  city,  usually  referred  to  as 
''Butchertown/'  offered  the  use  of  two  parlors  at  the  Del- 
mont Club,  1573  Story  avenue,  and  the  services  of  an 
attendant.  The  experiment  of  adding  about  200  carefully 
selected  books  for  adults  to  the  usual  selection  of  children's 
books  has  been  tried  with  gratifying  results.  The  attend- 
ance and  the  circulation  are  steadily  increasing. 

Colored  Stations.  From  the  beginning  the  children  have 
been  the  most  interested  patrons  of  the  Colored  Library. 
It  was  but  natural  that  the  first  step  taken  toward  extend- 
ing the  work  of  this  library  should  be  for  their  benefit.  In 
order  to  make  the  library  easy  of  access  to  those  who  live 
at  a  distance  a  station  was  organized  at  the  Eastern  Colored 
School  and  a  few  months  later  one  in  the  California  School 
in  the  west  end.  Both  of  these  stations  are  under  the 
direct  charge  of  Mrs.  Harris,  assistant  in  the  Colored 
Branch. 

Work  with  Schools.  Since  the  patrons  of  the  Chil- 
dren's Department  are  almost  altogether  the  pupils  in. 
grades,  we  have  aimed  toward  a  close  relation  with  the 
schools.  Work  with  them  falls  into  three  divisions :  refer- 
ence work  with  younger  children,  visits  of  the  children's 
librarian  to  the  schools  to  aid  them  in  matters  relating  to 
the  library  and  cooperation  with  teachers. 

The  reference  work  done  in  the  children's  room  has 
increased  in  quality  as  well  as  quantity.  It  includes  not 
only  the  direct  answer  to  a  present  question  but  also  the 
anticipation  of  probable  requests  along  certain  well  estab- 
lished lines  of  study  and  the  preparation  of  reading  lists 
for  special  occasions  and  for  individuals. 

The  children's  librarian  has  given  206  library  talks  in 
public  schools.  These  talks  give  opportunity  to  meet  pupils 
and  teachers  and  to  bring  to  their  notice  the  assistance 
provided  for  them  by  the  library. 

In  no  way  has  cooperation  been  better  promoted  than 
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by  the  collections  of  twenty-five  books  sent  to  the  class  rooms 
of  teachers  who  asked  for  them.  These  books  are  chosen 
by  the  teacher  from  the  shelves  of  the  children's  room. 
They  are  then  sent  to  the  class  room  where  they  may  be 
kept  for  two  or  three  months.  Pupils  are  allowed  to  take 
the  books  home  once  a  week.  The  collections  are  usually 
sent  to  schools  at  a  distance  from  any  of  our  library 
agencies.  Although  this  phase  of  library  expansion  has 
been  in  operation  only  six  months,  4,916  books  were 
circulated. 

Teachers'  Library.  From  the  time  of  its  opening  the 
children's  room  has  attracted  the  grade  teachers.  They 
came  to  see  the  kind  of  books  their  pupils  were  reading  and 
while  looking  over  the  shelves  they  usually  found  books 
helpful  to  them  in  their  teaching.  In  time  books  of  special 
interest  to  them  were  asked  for  until  gradually  a  very  small 
but  greatly  appreciated  collection  of  teachers'  books  were 
placed  on  a  few  shelves  set  aside  for  this  purpose.  These 
shelves  gave  way  to  a  teachers'  corner  which  is  steadily 
gaining  in  favor.  At  present  the  meager  facilities  of  this 
teachers'  library  are  but  inadequately  meeting  the  demand. 

Pictures.  The  collection  of  mounted  pictures  now  num- 
bers 6,598.  It  has  been  the  means  of  attracting  teachers 
lecturers  and  others  to  the  library.  The  greatest  demand 
for  pictures  has  been  by  teachers  who  use  them  to  illustrate 
topics  in  their  school  work.  During  the  year  1,187  pictures 
were  circulated,  but  this  number  does  not  begin  to  represent 
the  actual  use  made  of  the  pictures.  After  a  collection  of 
pictures  has  been  taken  out  by  a  teacher  it  is  used  by  every 
other  teacher  in  the  same  school  building  before  it  is 
returned  to  the  library. 

There  has  been  an  increasing  demand  by  teachers  for  the 
picture  bulletins  containing  reading  lists  which  are  dis- 
played from  time  to  time.  Whenever  possible  these  requests 
have  been  supplied,  but  the  small  assortment  on  hand  pre- 
vented a  more  general  circulation. 

Story  Hour.  No  feature  of  the  work  with  children  has 
been  more  popular  than  the  story  hour  conducted  once  a 
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week  at  the  Main  Library  and  the  branches.  During  the 
last  year  the  course  of  story  telling  was  planned  with  a 
view  of  celebrating  the  birthdays  of  famous  men  and 
women.  The  life  story  of  a  different  character  was  told 
each  week.  Among  the  subjects  were:  Robert  E.  Lee, 
Abraham  Lincoln,  Thomas  A.  Edison,  Rosa  Bonheur,  Joan 
of  Arc,  David  Livingston,  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Captain 
John  Smith.  Through  these  stories  an  interest  for 
biographical  reading  was  aroused,  the  influence  of  which  is 
being  most  decidedly  felt  in  the  sustained  demand  for  books 
of  biography. 

We  have  been  much  encouraged  in  this  department  by 
the  interest  taken  by  teachers  and  parents,  by  the  hearty 
support  of  the  librarian  and  the  trustees  and  by  the  cooper- 
ation of  staff  members. 

Adeline  B.  Zachebt 

Head  of  ChUdren'e  Department 


BRANCH  LIBRARIES 

Highland  Branch 

The  new  building  for  this  branch  is  completed  with  the 
exception  of  hardware,  interior  decoration,  furniture  and 
fixtures.  The  general  contract  amounts  to  $26,041  not 
including  architects'  fees.  There  has  been  paid  on  it 
$19,998.26.  It  will  be  the  first  of  the  Carnegie  buildings 
to  be  completed  and  the  first  branch  building  south  of  the 
Ohio  river. 

The  library  is  still  in  rented  quarters,  the  lease  on  which 
expires  October  1, 1907,  when  the  library  must  give  posses- 
sion. It  will  be  necessary  therefore  to  occupy  the  basement 
of  the  new  branch  building  temporarily  until  the  furniture 
and  fixtures  can  be  installed,  which  will  be  some  time  in 
October.  In  this  way  the  use  of  the  library  will  not  be 
interrupted.  In  addition  to  the  12  per  cent  increase  in 
circulation  over  the  previous  year,  the  entire  community 
is  taking  a  keen  interest  in  the  new  building,  which  is  a 
beautiful  iUustration  of  Italian  renaissance  architecture. 
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It  will  provide  amply  not  only  for  the  quicker  and  more 
convenient  consultation  and  circulation  of  books  but  also 
for  a  public  meeting  place  of  moderate  size  and  for  the 
extension  of  the  club  work  and  story  hour  features  which 
are  proving  so  popular. 

Report  of  the  Hishland  Branch 

To  the  Librarian: 

A  few  statistics  give  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  year. 

Number  of  vlBltors 51,267 

Periodicals  cIrculAted 2,002 

Number  of  books  Issued 38,764 

Average  daily  circulation 183 

Volumes  lost  and  paid  for 5 

Volumes  lost  and  not  paid  for 5 

Total  number  of  borrowers  registered 2,112 

Persons  transferred  from  other  libraries 869 

Reference  work,  number  of  subjects 812 

Reference  work,  number  of  persons 2,185 

Story  hour  attendance 1,048 

Number  of  books  added  during  year 995 

Number  of  books  discarded  during  year 118 

The  branch  now  has  4,574  volumes. 

Nearly  all  of  the  discarded  books  were  the  acquisitions 
of  the  little  library  which  was  started  in  the  street  car  bam 
six  years  ago. 

Circulation.  Our  circulation  would  have  been  much 
larger  had  we  received  more  books  of  a  popular  nature. 
The  majority  of  the  books  accessioned  have  been  duplicates 
for  young  children  and  miscellaneous  classed  books.  There 
being  no  factories  in  the  Highlands  and  very  few  business 
houses,  a  large  percentage  of  the  residents  who  work  are 
employed  down  town.  When  they  return  home  at  night 
they  prefer  books  for  entertainment  rather  than  for  infor- 
mation. Good  historical  and  detective  stories  are  in  high 
favor.  A  great  many  of  the  older  people  rarely  come  to 
the  library  but  send  children,  who  almost  invariably  re- 
mark "Want  a  good  story  for  my  father  (or  mother). 
Frequently  it  is  ''Want  a  love  story  for  a  girl  of  eighteen. 


9» 
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The  ''girl  of  eighteen''  works  in  some  factory  or  store 
jusuaUy  and  if  she  sends  for  any  particular  book  it  will 
frequently  be  one  of  Mary  Jane  Holmes  or  Augusta  Evans 
Wilson.  Often  an  interesting  history  or  biography  is  sent 
along  with  the  fiction  as  an  experiment.  Sometimes  it 
works  welly  but  frequently  when  the  book  is  returned  the 
small  bearer  will  say  ''Don't  want  nothin'  on  the  blue  card/' 
and  the  blue  card  will  never  be  seeh  at  the  library  again. 

Magazines.  Since  January  we  have  been  circulating 
the  new  magazines  after  the  first  of  the  month.  Their 
popularity  shows  a  step  forward  in  literary  taste,  as  many 
persons  who  have  been  reading  only  the  fiimsiest  fiction  now 
ask  for  a  magazine  regularly.  The  Century,  Harper's 
Monthly,  McClure's  and  World's  Work  circulate  oftener 
than  the  most  popular  book  of  fiction,  as  their  time  limit 
is  four  days.  Four  daily  papers  and  two  religious  weeklies 
come  regularly  as  gifts  and  are  much  appreciated.  The 
circulation  of  the  German  books  recently  received  shows 
that  we  shall  need  more  as  there  is  a  large  German  con- 
stituency in  this  community. 

Story  Hour.  The  story  hour  has  been  a  very  pleasant 
feature,  and  it  was  with  reluctance  we  discontinued  it  the 
last  of  May.  Miss  Berryman  usually  did  the  entertaining, 
with  occasional  assistance  from  visitors  to  give  variety. 
As  many  little  folks  came  who  were  too  young  to  compre- 
hend the  stories  told  on  Saturday  to  older  children,  we  have 
a  special  story  hour  once  a  month  on  Tuesday  afternoons 
for  their  benefit. 

Boys*  Civic  Improvement  Club.  In  May  was  organ- 
ized  a  boys'  club  with  fifty-five  members.  We  had  only 
three  meetings,  at  each  of  which  the  little  room  was 
crowded  to  suffocation.  At  the  first  meeting,  Mr.  Sehon, 
Superintendent  of  the  Kentucky  Children's  Home  Society, 
gave  such  an  inspiring  talk  on  work  done  by  boys'  clubs 
in  other  cities  that  our  boys  were  encouraged  to  do  great 
things  right  away.  But  the  summons  came  to  extend  the 
library  hours  to  9  o'clock  instead  of  to  8  only,  as  in  previous 
summers,  so  the  embryo  city  officers  adjourned  until  the 
dub  room  in  the  new  building  fe  completed. 
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Picture  Exhibits.  Several  picture  exhibits  gave  vari- 
ety and  interest  to  our  room  during  the  year.  The  most 
notable  was  a  large  collection  of  fine  amateur  photographs 
loaned  by  the  kodak  club  of  the  Manual  Training  School, 
a  very  attractive  colored  postal  card  exhibit  representing  a 
trip  around  the  Mediterranean,  the  postals  showing  in 
order  the  places  visited  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stuart  McDowell, 
who  loaned  them,  and  photographs  of  school  yards  with 
children  at  work  in  them,  loaned  by  Miss  Emilie  Yunker. 

Reference  Work.  Our  reference  work  is  constantly 
increasing,  and  the  ''Young  Idea''  of  this  generation  should 
know  how  to  shoot  in  many  directions  if  handling  cyclo- 
pedias, msrthologies  and  biographies  is  any  indication. 
Much  time  is  spent  in  condensing  and  picking  out  simple 
information  for  the  school  children,  nearly  all  of  the  refer- 
ence work  being  done  by  them.  If  some  well-informed 
Kentuckian  can  be  induced  to  write  a  good,  concise  history 
of  Kentucky,  dwelling  largely  on  the  early  history,  and  to 
it  add  short  biographical  sketches  of  every  early  settler  of 
any  consequence  as  well  as  other  prominent  people,  he  will 
receive  the  heartfelt  thanks  of  every  reference  librarian 
in  the  state. 

There  are  two  things  to  which  attention  is  especially 
called.  1)  The  very  small  number  of  books  which  have 
been  lost  during  this  year  as  well  as  last,  although  all 
readers  have  free  access  to  the  shelves  and  are  not  watched. 
2)  The  frequent  calls  for  catalogs.  We  need  lists  of  books 
on  all  subjects  to  distribute.  A  small  catalog  containing 
five  or  six  hundred  titles  of  books  in  the  branches  would 
be  a  most  desirable  and  popular  gift  to  the  public.  The 
card  catalog  is  consulted  very  little  by  the  general  public. 
They  want  something  simple  to  carry  home. 

Great  interest  is  manifested  in  the  new  building,  and  if 
the  number  of  questions  answered  about  it  were  added  to 
the  reference  list  it  would  increase  that  list  two  thousand 
or  more. 

Thanks  are  hereby  given  to  the  trustees  who  manage 
so  ably  our  large  affairs  and  never  pry  into  our  small  ones. 
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The  step-fatherly  interest  of  the  chief  librarian,  the 
brotherly  kindness  of  the  heads  of  departments,  the  effic- 
iency and  sjrmpathy  of  my  assistant,  Miss  Sallie  Berryman, 
and  last  but  by  no  means  least,  the  faithful  work  of  the 
janitress,  have  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  success 
of  the  Highland  Branch. 

Mary  B.  Pratt 

Brunch  Libraruin 


Portland  Branch 

Notice  having  been  received  that  the  rent  at  2611  Port- 
land avenue  would  be  increased,  the  library  was  moved 
from  there  in  June  a  half  block  to  Lewis  Hall,  313  Twenty- 
sixth  street.  The  new  quarters  are  in  a  modem  building 
and  are  spacious  and  more  attractive  in  every  way.  There 
is  an  abundance  of  natural  light  by  day  and  excellent 
electric  light  is  furnished  by  the  association  which  owns 
the  hall.  Its  removal  from  Portland  avenue  has  relieved 
it  of  the  car  and  other  distracting  noises  and  the  improved 
air  of  rooms  and  windows  in  the  present  building  make 
unnecessary  much  of  the  police  duty  formerly  required  of 
the  librarian.  This  branch  is  now  the  most  favorably 
situated  of  any  of  the  libraries,  so  that  it  can  well  wait 
indefinitely  for  the  settlement  of  the  difficulty  regarding  a 
site  for  a  new  branch  building. 

On  the  question  of  a  site  the  citizens  are  divided  into 
two  factions,  one  favoring  its  location  at  Thirty-third  street 
and  the  other  wanting  it  not  farther  west  than  Twenty- 
eighth  street.  The  west  end  faction  has  presented  the 
Board  with  an  option  on  the  Thirty-third  street  site,  which 
is  beautiful  but  entirely  too  far  west  and  too  near  the  river 
to  be  convenient  for  the  majority  of  the  people. 

The  library  has  added  even  to  its  great  popularity  of 
last  year.  It  has  the  largest  circulation  of  the  branches 
with  the  smallest  number  of  books  and  the  circulation  per 
capita  indicates  extraordinary  activity  among  its  registered 
members. 
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Report  of  the  Portland  Branch 

To  the  Librarian: 

Near  the  close  of  the  year  the  branch  was  moved  into 
new  quarters^  which  are  much  more  attractive,  large  and 
airy  and  back  from  the  noises  of  the  street.  It  has  3,408 
volumes,  only  ten  books  having  been  lost  in  the  20  months 
since  its  opening. 

Attendance.  The  number  of  visitors  was  66,123,  adults 
21,616,  children  34,607,  the  largest  in  one  month  being 
1,126  in  February.  The  membership  has  increased  by  626, 
making  a  total  of  2,408,  1,280  adults  and  1,178  children. 

Circulation.  The  number  of  volumes  drawn  for  home 
use  was  47,777,  28,731  for  adults  and  24,048  for  children ; 
of  these  27,671,  or  60  per  cent,  were  fiction.  The  next 
largest  classes  were  first  history,  biography  and  travel, 
6,402  volumes,  second  literature  and  third  science.  The 
average  circulation  per  day  was  167  volumes  and  each  book 
was  drawn  out  an  average  of  13  times. 

Magazines.  These  are  read  more  if  they  are  permitted 
to  circulate.  This  year  not  only  the  back  numbers  but  also 
the  current  numbers  of  eight  additional  magazines  were 
allowed  to  go  out  with  the  result  that  2,980  magazines  were 
circulated  this  year  against  614  last  year.  All  the  period- 
icals received  are  listed  in  Appendix  E. 

Reference  Work.  The  list  of  topics  looked  up  numbers 
3,636.  This  work  has  been  greatly  facilitated  and  systema- 
tized through  co-operation  with  teachers  by  arranging 
material  in  advance  and  reserving  it  for  pupils  at  a  saving 
of  time  to  them  and  to  the  librarians.  In  two  days  of 
December  in  connection  with  the  library  prize  competitions 
there  were  82  calls  for  material  on  Jamestown,  43  for  John 
Smith  and  74  for  Boonesborough. 

Some  special  work  for  each  month  was  to  post  on  the 
black  board  some  celebrated  names  and  under  them  the 
questions.  Who  are  they?  When  and  where  bom?  For 
what  noted?  Books  containing  the  information  were  placed 
on  separate  shelves  nearby.    Various  visitors  always  looked 
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up  the  answers  and  there  was  a  deep  interest  in  watchinsr 
lor  new  names. 

Bulletins  and  Book-lists.  Miss  Davidson,  the  assist- 
ant branch  librarian,  is  showing  fine  talent  in  the  production 
of  our  bulletins  which  are  very  attractive.  In  addition  to 
those  drawn  on  the  black  board,  bulletins  and  book-lists 
were  made  on  Birds,  Indian  books,  Columbus,  Hallowe'en, 
Christmas,  Washington,  Longfellow,  Lincoln,  St.  Valentine's 
day.  Spring,  Holy  week,  Easter,  Decoration  day  and  Flag 
day.  A  picture  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  several  photographs 
of  Monticello  and  some  views  of  the  University  of  West 
Virginia  added  to  all  the  books  pertaining  to  Jefferson  and 
his  time  made  an  inviting  comer  for  the  students  interested 
in  the  Jeffersonian  essay  prizes. 

Story  Hour.  The  attendance  at  the  story  hours  was 
2,426.  Miss  Elizabeth  Klein,  a  kindergarten  teacher,  con- 
ducted most  of  those  for  small  children  on  Mondays.  On 
Fridays  there  were  stories  and  readings  for  older  boys  and 
girls  by  various  people  including  Mr.  Morrison  Heady. 

Gifts.  Many  magazines  and  books  have  been  given  to 
the  branch.  One  spring  day  17  persons  brought  flowers, 
in  fact  the  library  has  not  been  without  flowers  since  its 
opening. 

Lectures  and  Entertainments.  Mr.  W.  C.  Eendrick 
brought  his  curios  of  China  and  Japan  and  gave  a  talk  to 
47  listeners.  The  Rev.  H.  C.  Ogden  gave  a  lecture  to  78 
boys  on  ^'How  to  become  a  good  citizen."  Mr.  George  L. 
Sehon  gave  66  boys  an  inspiring  talk  on  good  citizenship 
and  helped  them  organize  a  ''Portland  Civic  Improvement 
Club.''  Mr.  James  Speed  opened  our  new  library  quarters 
with  an  illustrated  lecture  on  ''Birds"  to  an  audience  of  281. 

Club  Work.  The  boys'  P.  C.  I.  C.  was  organized  in 
May  with  26  members  for  the  purpose  of  civic  and  self 
improvement.  They  are  deeply  interested  in  a  new  building, 
in  keeping  the  books  in  good  condition  and  making  this 
library  the  best  in  the  city.  The  P.  E.  W.  organized  in 
July  is  a  girls'  club  of  26  members;  their  motto  is  "Work 
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and  play/'    They  are  making  plans  for  sending  a  traveling 
library  to  young  girls  in  the  mountains. 

Various  visits  from  the  trustees,  the  librarian  and  heads 
of  departments  have  been  stimulating  and  encouraging. 
The  branch  is  in  high  favor  with  the  people  and  the  outlook 
is  full  of  hope  and  promise. 

Jennie  Owen  Cochran 

Branch  Librarian 

Colored  Branch 

The  new  building  at  Tenth  and  Chestnut  streets  has 
the  outside  walls  and  stone  cornice  finished  and  work  has 
begun  on  the  roof.  The  general  contract  together  with 
those  for  heating  and  plumbing  amount  to  $24,127,  of  which 
$10,600  has  been  paid.  Its  erection  was  practically  at  a 
standstill  all  summer  on  account  of  labor  conditions.  It 
will  be  completed  early  in  the  spring.  Inasmuch  as  $80,000 
have  been  appropriated  for  this  building,  a  liberal  sum  will 
remain  for  interior  decoration  and  furnishing. 

The  branch  at  present  is  still  in  rented  quarters  at  1125 
West  Chestnut  street.  Points  worthy  of  special  note  are 
the  increase  in  circulation  of  70  per  cent  over  the  previous 
year;  the  comparatively  small  proportion,  43  per  cent,  of 
fiction  read;  the  extensive  use  that  is  being  made  of  the 
fine  collection  of  reference  books  by  the  high  school  and 
other  public  school  pupils;  and  the  excellent  work  that  is 
being  done  with  children  by  the  assistant  librarian,  who  has 
organized  four  reading  clubs  which  pursue  systematic 
reading  and  study. 

The  library  is  appreciated  to  a  remarkable  extent  by 
its  patrons.  A  few  sentence  extracts  are  given  below  from 
numerous  letters  that  have  been  received  from  representa- 
tive colored  people. 

''The  library  is  a  great  boon  to  our  people."  'Its  eftect 
is  being  felt  in  the  schools,  homes  and  churches."  "It  has 
done  marvelous  good  in  stimulating  a  love  for  books  and 
promoting  the  work  of  education."  "No  longer  do  we  find 
the  dull  dragging  recitations."    "It  supplies  a  long  felt  need 
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among  us,  since  many  of  use  can  not  afford  private 
libraries/'  'It  has  brought  heaps  of  pleasure  and  enjoy- 
ment to  my  family/'  ''It  is  doing  good  in  forming  the 
character  of  young  people  and  giving  them  higher  concep- 
tions of  life  and  its  responsibilities/' 

Other  points  emphasized  in  these  communications  are 
their  pride  in  the  institution;  the  generosity  of  Mr. 
Carnegie  in  providing  for  a  new  building,  the  wisdom  and 
liberality  of  the  trustees  in  establishing  the  library  and 
their  promptness  in  supplying  books  desired,  the  high 
character  of  the  books  read,  the  order  and  cleanliness  of 
the  rooms  and  the  courteous  and  helpful  service  of  the 
librarians. 

Report  of  the  Colored  Branch 

To  the  Librarian: 

The  second  year's  work  of  this  branch  has  been  one  of 
signal  growth.  The  attendance  has  increased  22  per  cent, 
interest  has  multiplied  and  1,000  books  more  a  month  have 
circulated. 

There  are  now  4,268  volumes  in  the  library  and  56 
current  magazines  and  periodicals,  which  are  listed  in 
Appendix  E. 

The  attendance  was  43,648,  April  being  the  banner 
month  with  an  attendance  of  6,284. 

There  were  1,146  new  borrowers  registered,  396  adults 
and  760  children,  making  a  total  to  date  of  2,979. 

The  circulation  (including  7,274  at  stations)  was  30,419 
volumes,  an  increase  of  70  per  cent,  over  last  year.  The 
largest  circulation  for  one  day  was  232,  April  16,  the 
smallest  24,  August  31,  average  99,  percentage  of  fiction 
drawn  43. 

The  constant  iand  growing  use  of  the  reference  books  by 
the  pupils  of  the  public  schools  and  others  is  noteworthy. 
Aiside  from  the  information  which  the  readers  gaiii  by 
consulting  the  reference  books  themselves,  1,600  reference 
questions  have  been  looked  up  by  the  librarians. 

An  interesting  and  helpful  feature  are  the  clubs  under 
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the  supervision  of  the  branch  assistant,  Mrs.  Rachel  D. 
Harris.  Four  reading:  clubs  suited  to  tiie  grades  of  tiie 
pupils  have  met  weekly  with  an  average  attendance  of  18. 
The  purpose  of  these  clubs  is  to  acquaint  the  young  people 
with  some  of  the  best  authors  and  to  create  a  taste  for 
wholesome  literature. 

Pillowing  are  some  of  the  readings  for  the  year :  Coming 
of  Arthur ;  Holy  Grail ;  Life  of  Tennyson ;  Sheridan's  ride ; 
Tennyson's  May  Queen;  Washington  and  Lincoln  (a  com- 
parison) ;  and  Selections  trom  Dunbar. 

The  story  hour  has  been  held  at  the  branch  every  week 
during  the  school  term^  and  at  the  stations  during  the 
summer.    Average  weekly  attendance  20. 

Two  library  stations,  one  at  the  California  School  and 
one  at  the  E!astem  School,  are  open  once  and  twice  a  week, 
respectively,  and  have  continued  through  the  summer. 
There  are  about  260  books  at  each  station.  Most  of  these 
books  bear  upon  subjects  taught  in  the  school  and  serve 
as  supplementary  work  for  the  pupils.  Circulation  7,179. 
These  stations  are  proving  most  helpful  and  encouraging. 

The  library  is  open  Sundays  from  2  to  9  p.  m.  for 
reading  and  reference  only.  Average  attendance  26  against 
18  last  year. 

The  custom  of  visiting  occasionally  the  various  schools 
and  churches  and  in  short  addresses  explaining  the  uses  of 
the  library  and  emphasizing  its  importance  has  continued 
with  good  results. 

A  happy  occasion  was  the  comer  stone  laying  of  the  new 
library  building  for  the  Colored  Branch  May  10.  Appro- 
priate exercises  were  held  at  Quinn  Chapel  A.  M.  E.  Church 
and  concluded  at  the  building.  Addresses  were  made  by 
members  of  the  Board  and  by  representative  colored 
citizens. 

The  local  papers  have  rendered  valuable  service  in 
publishing  monthly  reports  and  other  items  of  library  news. 

We  are  profoundly  grateful  to  those  in  authority  for 
having  made  possible  the  results  of  this  year's  work. 

Thos.  F.  Blue 

Branch  Librarian 
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Crescent  Hill  Branch 

A  beautiful  lot  100  by  191  feet  on  the  comer  of  Frank- 
fort and  Birchwood  avenues  was  purchased  by  contributions 
from  citizens  of  the  community  and  presented  to  the  library 
as  a  site  for  a  branch  building.  The  names  of  the  contrib- 
utors are  given  in  Appendix  C. 

The  comer  stone  of  the  building  was  laid  June  7.  Floor 
plans  are  given  in  Appendix  G.  The  building  is  rec- 
tangular in  shape,  one  story  and  basement,  built  of  brick 
with  stone  trimmings  and  tile  roof.  The  main  floor  consists 
of  one  large  room  in  front,  one-half  of  which  is  for  adults 
and  the  other  half  for  children;  back  of  this  room  is  a 
librarian's  office  and  a  study  room ;  between  these  two  rooms 
are  stairs  to  the  basement,  which  contains  boiler,  supply, 
class  and  lecture  rooms.  Hie  partition  between  the  class 
and  lecture  rooms  is  hung  on  rollers  and  folds  so  that  both 
may  be  thrown  into  one  for  large  assemblies. 

The  general  contract  amounts  to  $21,367.16,  of  which 
$6,640.00  has  been  paid.  Work  on  the  building  was  com- 
pletely held  up  for  nine  weeks  on  account  of  a  strike.  At 
least  four  months  will  be  required  to  complete  it. 

Parkland  Branch 

A  fine  site  100  by  120  feet  on  Twenty-eighth  street  and 
Virginia  avenue  was  donated  to  the  library  in  July  1906 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Parkland  Progressive  Club.  In 
July  1906  the  trastees  appropriated  $20,000  for  a  branch 
building  and  elected  an  architect. 

Floor  plans  as  shown  in  Appendix  H  are  similar  to 
those  of  the  other  branches.  The  building  consists  of  one 
story  and  a  basement,  built  of  brick  with  stone  trimmings, 
galvanized  iron  cornice  and  tile  roof.  The  main  floor  has 
partial  partition  walls  between  the  various  rooms  for  adults, 
for  children,  for  reference  and  for  the  librarian.  The 
delivery  desk  will  be  "centrally  located  so  that  from  it  com- 
plete supervision  will  be  i)ossible  over  all  public  rooms.  In 
the  basement  are  boiler,  supply,  class  and  lecture  rooms. 
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The  general  contract  is  to  cost  |16»384  and  $3»600  has 
been  paid  on  account.  The  beginning  of  this  building  was 
also  delayed  by  the  strike.  The  comer  stone  was  laid 
September  20. 

Germantown  Branch 

This  branch  is  to  be  located  on  Oak  street  at  its  inter- 
section by  Hancock  street.  A  lot  of  110  feet  front  has  been 
secured  by  the  closing  of  Hancock  street  by  the  General 
Council  and  the  purchase  of  25  feet  of  ground  on  either 
side  of  the  same  street  by  the  citizens  of  the  neighborhood. 
On  September  18,  1906  the  Library  Board  appropriated 
$26,000  for  a  building  and  selected  Messrs.  Clark  and 
Loomis  architects.  As  soon  as  a  clear  title  to  the  site  is 
given  erection  of  the  building  wiU  begin. 

Respectfully  submitted 

William  F.  Yust 

lAbrarian 
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APPENDIX  A 

ATTENDANCE  190&07 


1906 

Mala 

BianelMi 

Tyytals 

HichlMid 

POftWHfl 

Golorad 

September 

October 

November 

December 

1907 

January 

February 

March 

April 

80,267 
87,879 
89,806 
40,116 

88,686 
87,068 
86,806 
88,227 
84,289 
29,626 
26,876 
27,612 

8,888 

4,288 
4,849 
4,160 

4,310 
4,892 
4,666 
4,429 
4,479 
4,176 
8,862 
4,879 

8,889 
8,494 
8,966 
6,148 

6,848 
7,126 
6,249 
4,886 
4,611 
8,962 
4,112 
8,644 

2,768 
4,041 
4,179 
8,910 

8,600 
8,901 
4,616 
6,284 
4,766 
2,814 
2,328 
1.471 

1,022 
1,026 
1,828 
1,478 

1,606 

1,888 

1,779 

1,108 

812 

1,182 

878 

896 

40,192 
49,647 
61,789 
68,884 

62,194 
62,481 
62,884 
62,776 

May 

47,986 

"■"^*  

June 

40,476 

July 

86,662 

AuflTUst 

87,006 

Totals 

416,948 

61,267 

66,128 

48,648 

14,881 

666,876 

*  Included  in  the  preceding  columns 
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APPENDIX  C 
Contributors  to  Fund  for  Purehooo  of  Crtocont  Hill  Branch  Alto 


Alberts,  J.  B. 
Andorson,  E.  C. 
Atberton,  J.  M. 
Avery,  W.  Parks 
Baldrldge,  J.  D. 
Bauer,  Wm. 
Beckman,  O.  A 
Bell,  J.  B. 
Boebel,  Theo. 
BoggesB,  Dr.  C.  F. 
Bohne,  P.  J. 
Broaddas,  A 
Broaddus,  R. 
Brown,  Jas.  W. 
Brown,  L.  F. 
Bmner,  A 

Bmnbr,  Miss  Catherine 
Bmner,  Ralph 
BuUift,  Ciithbert 
Bnrdlne,  R.  B. 
Davis,  H.  V. 
Dawson,  R.  A 
Dawson,  R.  P. 
Derr,  C.  C. 
Doyle,  John  G. 
Drabelle,  S. 
Dnmesnll,  H. 
Dnnn,  J.  H. 
Bmbry,  O.  W. 
Bmwine,  P. 
Field,  Judge  Emmet 
Franck,  John 
Fritts.  W.  H. 
Gaines.  J.  T. 
Gallagher,  J.  G. 
German,  E.  C. 
Gilmore,  T.  M. 
Glasscock,  R.  V. 
Hanks,  W.  T. 
Heaton,  Miss  Mattie  T. 
Heick,  H.  J. 
Haber,  L.,  Jr. 
Hnnter,  Alex 
Hunter,  Caldwell 
Janris,  J.  G. 
Jones,  F.  G. 
Keifer,  Dr.  Frank 
Kendall,  M.  E. 
Kennedy,  Dr.  O.  A. 
Kennedy,  Thos.  W. 
Koelner,  L. 
Langan,  R.  D. 


Lee,  Miss  Mary  K. 

Lindenberger,  G.  H. 

Longstreet,  J.  E. 

Maloney,  J.  C. 

Marquess,  Dr.  Wm. 

May,  Wm. 

McGowan,  G. 

McReady,  R.  L. 

Menne,  F.  A. 

Mercke,  Miss  Mary  M. 

Miller,  Frank 

MiUett,  B.  P. 

Moise,  H. 

Monohan,  E.  8. 

Monroe,  H.  F. 

Moore,  J.  W. 

Moran,  T.  W. 

Ormsby,  H.  D. 

Ouerbacker,  A.  U. 

Park,  W.  8. 

Pilcher,  W.  B. 

Pogue,  P.  8. 

Poston,  L.  8. 

Price,  Miss  Lena 

Proes,  Miss  Lena 

Quanderr,  A  M. 

Qttinn,  Chas.  D 

Quinn,  H. 

Rapier,  R.  8. 

Richardson,  C.  C. 

Richardson,  E.  E. 

Robertson,  Miss  katharine 

Rowland,  Edw. 

Russell,  C.  W. 

Russell,  Frank 

Bageser,  B.  A. 

Sampson,  L.  D. 

Scheik,  A.,  Jf. 

8heehan,  F.  P. 

Smiley,  Jas.  W. 

SUrk,  T.  N. 

SUUel,  F. 

Strauss,  Mrs.  Wm. 

Taylor,  J.  C. 

Thmn,  A.  C. 

Tiller.  Cart^ 

Viglini,  P. 

Vissman,  Miss  Sarah 

Walker.  Frank 

Webb,  W.  L. 

Wllhite,  8.  M. 

Wilken,  H. 
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APPENDIX  D 

Donors  and  Gifts 

2,101  Tolumes;  2,219  pamphlets;  96  unbound  numbers  of  maga- 
zines; 38  continuances  donated  by  individuals  (for  other  gift  continu- 
ances by  title,  donated  by  publishers,  see  Periodical  List);  7  miscel- 
laneous gifts;  v  =  volume,  p  =  pamphlet,  m  =  unbound  number  of 
magazines,  c  =  continuance,  miscellaneous  articles  named. 

Abbott,  Francis  R.  Iv  Brockton,  Public  Library  Ip 

Adath  Israel  Congregation  Ip  Brooklyn  Public  Library  5p 

Adler,  N.  Ic  Brown,  R.  W.  5v  3p 

Alford,  B.  F.  Iv  Bruner,  Ambrose  It 

American   Academy   of   Political  Bryn  Blawr  College  3p 

and  Social  Science   Ip  Buck,  Charles  W.  It 

American  CiTic  Asso<5iation   Ip  Buffalo  Public  Library  Ip 

American  Free  Art  League  6p  Butte  Public  Library  Ip 

American  Law  Book  Co.  It  California  State  Library  Ip 

American  Library  Association  16p  California,  UniTeraity  of  Ip 

American  Printing  House  for  the  Cambridge  Public  Library  Ip 

Blind  Ip  Carnegie,  Andrew  2p 

'American  Society  of  ClTil  Engin-  Camegie^tout   Free    Public    Li- 

eers  Ip  brary  Ip 

Anderson,  Miss  Emma  W.  2t  Caron  Directory  Co.  41t  Ip  42m 
Anderson,  Wilson  Iv  and  specimens  from  Mammoth 

Armour  Institute  of  Technology       CaTe 

2p  Carpenter,  Sam  It 

Armstrong,  George  B.,  Jr.  It  Cawein,  Madison  2t 

Atlanta,  Carnegie  Library  Ip  Cedar    Rapids    Free    Public    Li- 
Atlanta,  UnlTersity  of  3p  brary    Ip 

Atlantic  City  Free  Public  Library  Central  UnlTersity  of  Kentucky 

2p  2p 

Atlas  Portland  Cement  Co.  It  Century  Co.  5t 

Ballard,  OranTllle  M.  Iv  Chicago  Public  Library  7p 

Baltimore  Burnt  District  Commis-  Chicago  Public  Schools  3p 

sion   Iv  Chicago,  University  of  4p 

Baptist  Book  Concern  3v  Cincinnati,  Public  Library  6p 

Barnes,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Ip  Cincinnati  Public  Schools  Ip 

Bamett,  Mrs.  Evelyn  Snead   Iv  Civil  Service  Reform  Ass'n  Ip 

Bamett,  Mrs.  Tyler  3v  Clark,  Mrs.  BCary  E.  Ic 

Beckman,  Miss  Ida   5v  Clarke,  Peyton  Neale  Iv 

Belknap,  W.  R.  6v  9p  Ic  Clements,  J.  Reginald  Iv 

Belleville  Public  Library  3p  Cochran,  Miss  Jennie  O.  9v 

Bemheim,  I.  W.   6v  29p   19m   Ic  Coffee,  George  W.  7v 

Blehl,  Miss  Mary  Jeanette  Iv  Colorado  School  of  Mines  Ip 

Bishop,  William  W.   Ip  Columbia  University  2p 

Blue,  Rev.  T.  F.  Ic  Cooke,  H.  B.  2v  Ip 

Blume,  Th.  2v  Cornell  University   4p 

Boll,  Rev.  Robert  H.  Iv  Cotter,  Joseph  S.    2v    1  framed 
Boston  Athenaeum  Ip  poCTi 

Boston  Book  Co.  2m  Ic  Cotton  Belt  Route  Ip 

Boston,  Public  Library  4p  Council   Bluffs,   Free   Public   Li- 
Bowdoin  College  5p  brary  2p 

Braddock,  Carnegie  Free  Library  Crane,  C.  R.,  ft  Freeman,  J.  R.  2v 

Ip  Dargan,  Rev.  E.  C.   3v 

Brandeis,  Mrs.  Caroline  C.    303v  Dartmouth  College  Ip 

2p  Davenport  Public  Library  Ip 
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APPENDIX  D-Continued 


Dayton,  Public  Library  Ip 

Dearing,  Chas.  T.  14y  1  /sheet 
jniisic 

Delaware  State  Library  Commis- 
■tan  4p 

Denyer  Public  Library  Ip 

Detroit,  Public  Library  Ip 

Dick,  Mrs.  Belle  T.  2y 

District  of  Ck>lumbia,  Public  Li- 
brary Ip 

Dixon,  Mrs.  W.  C.  12y 

Doherty,  Dr.  W.  B.  ly 

Doyle,  Miss  Sadie  C.  4p 

Drezel  Institute  Ip 

Dnlutb  Public  Library  Ip 

Dupere,  John  P.  2y 

Durrett,  Col.  R.  T.  2y 

Bast  Orange,  Free  Public  Library 

ip 
Edwards,  Mrs.  C.  G.  ly 
BSnodi  Pratt  Free  Library  Ip 
Bthical  Culture  School  8p 
S^anston  Public  Library  Ip 
Fairchlld,  Mrs.  Helen  L.  2y 
Fetter  Co.,  Ctoorge  O.  2y 
First  Church  of  Christ  Scientist 

Sy 
Fletcher  Free  Library  Ip 
Fleamer,  Dr.  J.  A.  Ip 
Fox,  Fcmtaine  T.  2y 
Fox,  Miss  Mabie  ly 
Franklin  Printing  Co.  2y 
Freeman,  Miss  Marilla  W.  Ip 
Qethsemane  College  2p 
Qilmore,  F.  F.   Ic 
Oiyens,  Mrs.  James  E.  Ip 
Gloyersyille  Free  Library  Ip 
Goodloe,  Miss  Abbe  Carter  3y 
Grand  Rapids  Public  Library  Ip 
Grayes  Co.,  Robert  3p 
Greater  Louisyille  ESxpositidn  27p 

164y    1   sheet  music     (Credit 

giyen  indiyiduals) 
Griswold,  Howard  M.  Ip 
Halleck,  R.  P.  2y 
Hanrard  Uniyersity  2y  2p 
Hayes,  Mrs.  J.  J.  15y 
Hays,  John  E.  22m 
Hebebrand,  P.  A.  2y 
Helena  Public  Library  3p 
Henderson,  Mayor  of  3p 
Henderson  Public  Library  4p 
Hill,  Miss  Mildred  J.  2y 
Hobbs,  Roe  R.  7y 
Hoge,  Rey.  Peyton  H.  ly 
Homestead,  Carnegie  Library  Ip 
Houghton,  Mifflin  A  Co.   Ip 
Hoyt,  Mrs.  George  S.   46y 


Hoyt,  Mrs.  George  S. .  172y  (R. 
T.  Scowden  estate) 

Illinois,  Uniyersity  of  4p 

Indiana,  Public  Library  Commls-. 
sion  of  2p 

Indianapolis  Public  Schools  lip 

Iowa  State  Library  2p 

Iroa  Age  ly 

J.  Herman  Boaler  Memorial  Li- 
brary  2p 

Jackson,  Hall  N.  1  dirk 

JacksonyiUe,  Free  Public  Library 

IP 
Jamestown  ESxposition  4p 
Jamestown  Exposition  (Kentucky 

Commission)   12p 
Jefferson  School  ol  Law  Ip 
Jewish  Publication  Society  ly 
Johanboeke,  H.  R.  Ip 
John  Crerar  library  2p 
Johns  Hopkins  Uniyersity  Ip 
Johnston,  J.  Stoddard  Ip 
Joliet  Public  Library  43p 
Jones,  L.  H.  ly 
Kelly,  R.  M.  3y 
Kemp,  Miss  Hattie  B.  Ic 
Kendrick,  W.  C.   ly 
Kentucky  Bureau  of  Agriculture 

4y  2p 
Kentucky  C^iildrai's  Home  Soci- 
ety 2p 
Kentucky  Institute  for  the  Educa- 
tion of  the  Blind  Ip 
Kentucky  State  Bar  Ass'n  ly 
Kentucky,  State  College  of    20|^ 

Ic 
Kentucky  State  Library  15y 
Kentucky  Uniyersity  Ip 
Kentucky  Women's  Christian 

Temperance  Union   6c 
Knights  of  Columbtis,  Louisyille 

Council  No.  390   ly 
Kramer,  George  W.   2p 
Kreiger,  Mrs.  Mary   ly 
LaBree,  Ben   ly 
Lake  Mohonk  Conference  Ip 
Leech,  Miss  Caroline  O.  4y 
Leland  Stanford  Uniyersity  2p 
Leonard,  Mrs.  J.  L.  2c 
Lexington  Public  Library  Ip 
Lexis,  W.   ly 
Library  of  Congress  3p 
Lipscomb,  A.  B.   2y 
Los  Angeles,  City  of  ly 
Los  Angeles  Public  Library  Ip 
Louisyille  Board  of  Trade  ly  Ip 
Louisyille,  City  of  ly  Ip 
Louisyille  (Commercial  Club  2y  SOp 
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APPENDIX  D— Continaed 


LouisviUe,  (yommlBsionerfl  of  Sew- 
erage Ip 

LoQlBTiUe  QirU'  Hlgli  School   Ip 

LouisTllle  Olrto'  Higti  School  Ale- 
thean  Society  Ic 

LoQisviUe  Male  Hie^  School  Spec- 
tator Ic 

Loaisville    Typographical    Union 
No.  10  4c 

Louisville,  UniverBity  of  Ip 

Lyons,  Miss  Anna  L.    It 

liacanlay,  Mrs.  Fannie  C.  It 

irciellan,  George  M.   2t 

McClurg  A  Co.,  A  C.  Ip 

McNairy,  Mrs.  J.  K.  It 

Maine  State  Library  It 

Markolf.  Mrs.  Ida  68t 

MarrB,  ReT.  BUJah  P.   2t   2p 

Martin,  Mrs.  Qeorge  Madden  St 

Maryland  State  Library  Commis- 
sion Ip 

Massachusetts    State    Board    of 
Health   It 

Massachusetts  State  Library   It 

Mathews,  Dr.  Jos.  McDowell  446t 
40p 

Mathews,  Miss  Kate  1  set  Little 
Colonel  postal  cards 

Medford,  Public  Library  3p 

Mercantile  Library  of  New  York 

M.   B.   Church  South,  Board  of 

Church  Bxtension  2p 
Michigan  State  Agricultural  Col- 
lege Ip 
Michigan  State  Library  Ip 
Michigan,  UniTorsity  of  4p 
Miller.  DeWitt  It 
Miller,  Judge  Shackelford  6t 
Millicent  Library   Ip 
Milwaukee  Public  Library  2p 
Milwaukee  Public  Schools  Ip 
Minneapolis  Public  Library  4p 
Minnesota,  TJniTerslty  of  Ip 
Miscellaneous   It   820p 
Missouri,  UniTerslty  of  Ip 
Mitchell,  Mrs.  Walter  It 
Montana  State  Library   Ip 
Morton  A  Co.,  John  P«  56t 
Mullfns,  Rer.  B.  T.  It 
Mullins,  Mrs.  B.  T.   8t 
Municipal  Ownership  Publishing 

Bureau  3p 
Mylne,  ReT.  R.  S.  It 
Murphey,  Mrs.  Jeannette  R.  Ip 
NashTille,  Carnegie  Library   Ip 
NashTille,  UniTerslty  of  Ip 


National  Association  of  Station- 
ary Bngineers  It 

National  CItII  Senrice  Refbrm 
League  8p 

National  BducaUonal  Association 

4p 
National  SlaTonic  Society  It 
Nebraska  State  Library  It 
Needham,  Chaf  lea  K.  It  Ip 
New    Bedford,    Free   Public   Li- 
brary 2p 
New  HaTen,  Free  Public  Library 

2p 

New  York  (City),  Department  of 
Bducation  Ip 

New  York  City  Police  Depart- 
ment 2p 

New  York  City  Public  Schools 

6p 
New  York  Farmers  2p 
New  York  Society  Library  Ip 
Newark,  Free  Public  Library  Ip 
Newton  Free  Library  2p 
Niagara  Falls  Public  Library   2p 
Nijhoff,  Martinus  Ip 
Nocht,  Bmil   It 
Norfolk  Public  Library   Ip 
North  Carolina  State  Library  Ip 
North  Carolina,  UniTerslty  of  Ip 
Northwestern  UniTerslty  8p 
Ohio  Geological  Sunrey  3t  Ip 
Ohio  Library  Association   2p 
Ohio  State  Library  Ip 
Omaha,  Public  Library  Ip 
Osterhout  Free  Library  2p 
Ottawa,  Carnegie  Library  Ip 
Ottumwa,  Public  Library  Ip 
Paducah  News-Democrat  Ip 
Parke,  Dr.  C.  R.  9t  12p   10m 
Parker  ft  Lee  Ip 
Parsons,  Dr.  A.  L.  Ip 
Patterson,  John  4t 
PennsylTania  Prison  Society  2p 
Peoria  Public  Library  8p 
Perkins  Institution  Ip 
Peyton,  Miss  Atholene  It 
Philadelphia,  Free  Library  4p 
PirUe,  Alfred   It 
Pitman  ft  Sons,  Isaac  It 
Pittsburgh,  Carnegie  Institute  2p 
Pittsburg,   Carnegie  Library    8p 

Im 
Portland,  Library  Association  Ip 
Pratt,  Bfiss  Mary  B.  8t 
Pratt  Institute  Free  Library  3p 
Presbyterian    Theological    Semi- 
nary (LouiSTllle)  2p 
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Princeton  University  Iv  4p 

Providence  Athenaeum  Ip 

Providence  Public  Library  Ip 

Purdue  University  Ip 

Queens  Borough  Library  2p 

Ramsey,  Rev.  W.  H.  4v  4p 

Rausse,  Mrs.  B.   Iv 

Reuben  McMillan  Free  Library  Ip 

Rice,  Cale  Toung  5v 

Richie,  H.  C.  IT 

Roach,  Mrs.  Abby  Meguire  Iv 

Roach,  Mrs.  John  O.  Iv 

Robertson,  Rev.  A.  T.  8v 

Robertson,  Harrison   5v 

Rogers,  Miss  Sarah  Logan  4v 

Rutherford,  Miss  Sarah  B.  92v 

St.  Clair,  W.  T.  3v 

St.  Joseph,  BYee  Public  Library 

2p 
St.  Louis  Academy  of  Science  Ip 
St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  As- 
sociation  Ip 
St.  Louis  Public  Library   2p 
Sale,  Miss  Edna  Iv 
Salem  Public  Library  3p 
San  Antonio  Carnegie  Library  2p 
Schimpler,  Miss  Rea   Iv 
Science  Hill  College  Ip 
Scott,  C.  P.  G.  5p 
Scranton  Public  Library   Ip 
Scribner's  Sons,  Charles   Ic 
Seattle  Public  Library  Ip 
Sedalia  Public  Library  Ip 
Semple,  Charles  B.  Iv 
Semple,  Miss  Ellen  C.  6v 
Seymour,  Charles  B.  Ip 
Shakespeare  Society  of  New  York 

Iv 
Shaw  ,Granville   4v 
Sheley,  Dr.  P.  A.   Iv 
Sherley,  Swagar  2p  Ic 
Simmone  College   2p 
Simplified  Spelling  Board  8p 
Smith,  D.  T.    8v 
Smith  College  Ip 
Smithsonian  Institution   7p 
SomerviUe,  Public  Library  Ip 
South  Carolina  State  Library  Ip 
Southern  California  University  2p 
Speed,  James  Breckenrldge  4v 
Springfield  City  Library  12p 
Stanton,  O.  Smith  Iv 
Strickler,  W.  M.   Iv 
Stewart  Dry  Qoods  Co.   3c 
Stone  ft  Webster   Ip 
StoufFer,  Prank  B.    Notary   ser- 
vices 


Stucky,  Dr.  Thos.  H.    228v    41p 

47  portfolios 
Ssnracuse  Public  Library  3p 
Tennessee,  University  of  4p 
Texas  State  Library  Ip 
Texas,  University  of  4p 
Thomas,  Rev.  Frank  M.  Ip 
Thwaites,  Reuben  Gold  2p 
Timberlake,  Thomas  C/  22v 
Toledo  Public  Library  Ip 
Tucker,  William  Iv 
Tulahe  University  3p 
Tuley,  Dr.  Henry  B.   88v 
Tuley,  William  F.  Iv 
United  States  Government  Publi- 
cations 227  maps  214v  l,196p  4c 
University  of  the  South  Ip 
Utica  Public  Library  2p 
Van  Buren,  Mrs.  Alicia  K.   Iv 
Vanderbilt  University   Ip 
Vassar  College   2p 
VerhoefP,  Miss  Carolyn  Iv 
Vermont,  State  of  Iv 
Vermont  State  Library  Commis- 
sioners Ip 
Vermont,  University  of  Ip 
Virginia  State  Library  3p 
Virginia,  University  of  Ip 
Warner,  Mrs.  Susan  M.  Iv 
Warren,  Rev.  E.  L.  Iv 
Washington  ft  Lee  University  Ip 
Washington  County   (Md.)   Free 

Library   2p 
Washington  State  Library  Ip 
Weaver,  Rev.  J.  M.,  ft  Harris, 

Theodore   2v 
Wellesley  College  2p 
Western    Theological    Seminary 

IP 
Whitewater  State  Normal  School 

Ip 
Wilkes-Barre  Board  of  Trade  Ip 
Wilson,  H.  W.   5c 
Williams,  Miss  Elvira  2v 
Wilmington    Institute    Free    Li- 
brary  Ip 
Wilson,  Dr.  C.  R.   Iv 
Wisconsin  State  Historical  Soci- 
ety  2v 
Wisconsin,  University  of  Ip 
Woody,  Dr.  Samuel  B.   Iv 
Worcester  Free  Public  Library  Ip 
Worcester  County  Law  Library  Iv 
Yale  University  4p 
Young  ft  Co.   Iv 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Kentucky   Ic 
Zionists  Federation  of  America  4p 
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Periodicals 

(Including  Weekly  Newtpapers) 


M=Main  Library 
C=C61ored  Branch 


H=Highland  Branch 
P=Portland  Branch 


The  letters  and  figures  indicate  the  name  of  the  library  and  the 
number  of  copies  it  received.  One  copy  is  understood  where  no  figure 
is  glTen.  Harper's  Monthly  M  8,  C,  H,  P,  means  that  eight  copies  of 
this  magasine  are  received  at  the  Main  Library  and  one  at  each  of  the 
three  branches. 


Alexander's  Bfagaiine  G 
Amateur  Work  M  C  H  P 
American  Academy  of  Political 
and  Social  Science,  Annals  M 
American  Architect  and  Build- 
ing News  H 
American  Boy   M  C   H   P 
American  Oeographical  Society, 

Bulletin   M 
American  Historical  Review   M 
American  Homes  ft  Gardens  M 
American  Journal  of  Internation- 
al Law  M 
'American  Journal  of  the  Medi- 
cal Sciences  M 
American  Journal  of  Science  M 
American  Journal  of  Sociology  M 
American  Journal  of  Theology  M 
American  Law  Review  M 
A  L.  A  Booklist  M4   C   H  P 
American  Machinist  M 
American  Magasine  M4   H 
'American  Medicine  M 
American  Naturalist  M 
'American  Practitioner  and  News 

M 
'American   Society  of  Civil  En- 
gineers (Publications)    M 
American  Statistical  Association, 

Publications   M 
Appleton's  Magasine  M4 
Architectural  Record  M 
Arena  M 

Army  and  Navy  Register  M 
Art  Journal  M 
Athenaeum  M 
AtlanUc  Monthly  M4  H  P 
'Baker  ft  Taylor  Co.'s  Monthly 

Bulletin   M 
'Balance  M 


'Baptist  Argus  M  C   P 
'Baylor  University  Bulletin  M 

BibUcal  World  M 

Billboard   M 

Birds  and  Nature  M  G  H   P 

Blackwood's    BSdinburgh    Maga- 

aine  MS 
'Book  Buyer  M 

Book  Review  Digest  M2 

Bookman  M 
'Boston  Alaskan   M 

Boys'  Own  Paper  P 
'Bulletin  of  BibUography   M 
'Gadis  Informer  C 

Camera  Graft  M 

(Canadian  Magasine  M 

Cassier's  Magasine   M 

Catholic  World   M 
'Central  Methodist  M  H 

Century  Magasine  M8  H   P 
'Century  Path  M 

Charities  and  the  Ckimmons  M  C 

Chautauquan   M 

Children's  Magasine  P 

Christian  Bndeavor  World  C 
'Christian  Observer  M  C 
'Christian  Science  Journal   M 
'Christian  Science  Sentinel  M 
'Cincinnati  Public  Library  Leaf- 
let  M 
'Cleveland  Public  Library  Open 

Shelf  M 
'Cleveland  Citisen  M 

Collier's  M2  C  H  P 

Colored  American  Magasine  C 

Concerning    Municipal    Owner- 
ship M 

0>ncrete  M 

Confederate  Veteran  M 
'Congressional  Record  M  G 


♦Gifts. 


Third  AntmcU  Report 


79 


APPENDIX  E— Continued 


Contemporary  Review   M2 

Cosmopolitan  Magazine  M6  C  P 

Country  Life  in  America  M  P 

Craftsman   M  H  P 
^Craftsman   M   H  P 
^Crimson  (M.  T.  H.  S.)    M 
^Crusader  Monthly   M   C   H   P 

Cumulativo  Book  Index   M2 

Current  Literature  M2 
•Defender  M  C 

DeUneator  MS   C   H   P 

Dedtsche  Rundschau  M 

Dial   M 
•Dietetic  and  Hygienic  Gasette  M 

Dramatic  Mirror,  New  York  M 
*Dutton's  Monthly  Readers'  Guide 
M 

Btelectic  Magasine  M 

Edinburgh  Review  M2 

Education  M 

Educational  Review   M 
^BightrHour  Printer  M  C  H  P 

Electrical  World  M 

Elementary  School  Teacher  M2 

E<nglneering  ft  Mining  Journal 
M 

Engineering  Magazine  M  P 

Engineering  News  M 

Etude  M  H  P 

Everybody's  Magazine  M4  C 
•Farmers'  Home  Journal  M 

Farm-Poultry   M 

Fliegende  Blaetter  M 

Forestry  and  Irrigation   M 

Fortni^tly  Review   M2 

Forum   1C2 
•Freeman  C 

Gartenlaube  M 

Gentleman*s  Magazine  M 

Geographical  Journal  M 
•Good  Government   M    (No  rec- 
ord in  O.  D.) 

Good  Housekeeping  M  C  H 

Graphic  (London)   M2 

Harper's  Bazar  M2  C  H  P 

Harper's  Monthly  Magazine  M8 
C  H   P 

Harper's  Weekly  M3  H 
•Harrisburg  Board  of  Trade  Jour- 
nal M 

Harvard  Graduates'  Magazine  M 
•Herald  of  the  Cross  M 
•Herald  of  the  Golden  Age  M 

Hints   M3   C   H 

Horseless  Age  M 

House  Beautiful  M  H  P 


Illustrated  London  News   M2 

Independent   M   C 

International  Journal  of  Eithics 
M 

International  Studio  M  H  P 
•Iowa  Health  Bulletin   M 

Iowa  Library  Quarterly  M 

Iron  Age  M 
•Jamestown  Bulletin  M 
•Jeflersonian   M 

Jewish  Quarterly  Review  M 

Johns  Hopkins  University  Stud- 
ies M 

Journal  of  American  Folk  Lore 

M 
•Journal  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association  M 

Journal  of  the  Franklin  Insti- 
tute M 

Journal  of  Political  Economy  M 

Journal  of  the  Society  of  Chem- 
ical Industry   M 

Judge  M2  C 

Kentucky  Law  Reporter   M 

Kentucky  Magazine  M 
•Kentucky  Toung  Men  M 

Keramic  Studio  M 

Kindergarten  Magazine  M 

Ladies'  Home  Journal  M  C  H  P 
•Ladles'  Review  M 

Lanoet  M 

Leslie's  Weekly  M8  C 

Library  Index   M 

Library  Journal  M2  H  P 
•Library  Work  M2  C   H  P 

Life  M2  H  P 

Lipplncott's   Monthly   Magazine 
M   P 

Literary  Digest  M3  C  P 

Little  Chronicle   M  H   P 

LitUe  Folks  C  H  P 

Living  Age  M 

London  Quarterly  Review  M 
•Louisiana  Planter  M 
•Louisville  Commercial  Club  Re- 
view  M 
•Lyceumite  M 

McClure's  Magazine  M8  C  H  P 

Manual  Training  Magazine  M 

Manufacturer's  Record  M 
•Masonic  Home  Journal  M 

Masters  in  Art  M2 
•Medical  Times  M 
•Mekeel's  Stamp  News  M 

Missionary  Review  of  the  World 
M  H 


•Gifts. 
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Monthly  Ldst  of  Selected  Public 
Documents  M 

MunBey'B  Btagazine  M5  C   P 

Musical  Courier   M 
^Nachrichteu  M 

NaUon  M 
*Naf!onal    Bulletin    of   Charities 

and  Correction   M 
^National  Qeographic  Magazine  M 

National  BCagazine  M 

National  Review   M 

Nature  M 

New    Bkigland    Historical    and 
Genealogical  Register  M 

New  £«ngland  Magazine   M 

New  York  Age  C 
*New  York  Medical  Journal  M 

New  York  Public  Library,  Bul- 
letin  M2 

New  York  Public  Library  Month- 
ly List  of  Additions  M2 

New  York  Times  Saturday  Re- 
view of  Books   M2   C   H   P 

Nineteenth   Century   and   After 
M2 

North  American  Review  M5 
^Official  Gazette  of  the  U.  S.  Pat- 
ent Office   M 

Official  Guide  to  Railways  M 
•Our  Country  M 
♦Our  District  Churches   C 

Out  West  M 

Outing  Magazine   M 

Outlook  Ml  C  H  P 

Overland  Monthly   M2 

Pedagogical  Seminary    M 
^Phillips  ISxetor  Academy,  Bulle- 
tin  M 

Philosophical  Review   M 

Photo-Bra   M 

Physical  Culture   M 
♦Pitman's  Journal  M 

Pittsburgh,  Carnegie  Library  Bul- 
letin  M2 

Poet  Lore  M 

Political  Science  Quarterly   M 

Popular  Astronomy   M 

Popular  Mechanics  M   H  P 

Popular  Science  Monthly   M 

Power  and  the  Engineer  M 

Psychological  Bulletin   M 

Psychological  Review   M 

Public  Libraries   M2  C  H   P 

Publishers'  Weekly   M 

Puck  M2  C  H 

Punch   M 


Putnam's  Monthly  M  H .  P 

Quarterly  Journal  of  EconcMnica 
M 

Quarterly  Review  M 

Reader  M   P 

Readers'    Guide    to    Periodical 
Literature  M  C  H  P 
•Record  (L.  G.  H.  S.)    M 

Records  of  the  Paat  M 

Register  of  Kentucky  State  His- 
torical Society  M 

Religious  Education   M 
•Review  and  Expositor  M 

Review  of  Reviews,   American 
M4   C  H  P 

Revue  des  Deux  Mondes  M 

St  Nicholas  M3  C  H  P 

Salem  Public  Library  Bulletin  M 

Saturday  Evening  Post  M  C 
•Saturday  Evening  Post  P 

Saturday  Review  M 

School  Review   M2 

Science  M 

Scientific  American   M2  H  P 

Sctentlflc  American  Supplement 
M2  H   P 

Scottish  American  M 

Scribner's  Magazine   M8   H   P 

Sewanee  Review  M 
•Shelby  Sentinel  M 

South  Atlantic  Quarterly   M 
•Southern  Farm  Gazette  M 

Southern  Teachers'  Advocate  C 
•Southern  Workman   C 

Spectator   M 

•SpecUtor  (L.  M.  H.  S.)    M 
•SteUar  Ray  M 
•Still  College  Journal   M 
•Stock  Farm   M 

Success  Magazine   M   C2 

Sunday  School  Times  M  C  P 
•Sunshine  Bulletin   M 

Teachers  College  Record  M 

Technical  Literature  M 

Technical  World  Magazine  M  H 
•Thoroughbred  Record   M 

Times  (London,  Weekly)    M 

Transatlantic  Tales   M 

Ueber  Land  und  Meer   M 
•Union  Signal   M   C 
•U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Monthly  List  of  Publications 
M 
•U.   S.   Superintendent  of  Docu- 
ments, Monthly  Catalog   M 

Vogue   M 


•Gifts. 


Third  Annual  Report 


81 


APPENDIX  E— Continued 


Voice  of  the  Negro  C 
^Western  Recorder  M  C  H 
WestmlnBter  Review  M 
Whaf  8  in  the  Magasines  M 
William  A  Mary  College  Quar- 
terly M 
Wilshire'8   M 


Woche,  Die   M 

Woman's  Home  Companion   M 

Work  with  Boys  M 

World  To-day   M 

World's  Work  M4  C  H  P 

Youth's  Companion  M  C  H  P 


Library  Bulletins 

(Gifts)* 


Atlanta,  Carnegie  2 
Boston,  Public 
Brockton  Public 
Brookline,  Public  2 
Brooklyn  Public 
Cambridge  Public 
Chicago  Public 
Cincinnati,  Public 
Cleveland  Public 
Decatur  Free  Public 
District  of  Columbia,  Public 
Grand  Rapids  Public 
HaverhiU  Public 
Kansas  City  Public 
Millicent 
New  Bedford,  Free  Public 


New  Haven,  Free  Public 
New  York  Public 
Osterhout  Free   2 
Pittsburgh,  Carnegie 
Portland,  Library  Association 
Pratt  Institute  Free 
Providence  Public 
Quincy,  Free  Public 
St  Louis  Public  2 
Salem  Public 
Scranton  Public 
SeatUe  Public  2 
Somerville  Public  2 
Springfield  City   2 
Wilmington  Institute  Free 
Wisconsin  Free 


'Bulletins  of  which  the  library  subscribes  for  additional  copies 
are  listed  also  under  Periodicals. 

Daily  Newspapers 

(Arranged  by  cities.) 


Atlanta  Constitution   M   C 
Baltimore  American   M 
Boston  Evening  Transcript  M 
Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle  M 
Charlestown,  News  and  Courier 

M 
Chicago  Record-Herald    M2 
Chicago  Daily  Tribune   M 
Cincinnati  E«nquirer  M 
Cleveland  Plain  Dealer  M 

*Denver  Times   M 
Detroit  Free  Press  M 
Houston  Post   M 
Indianapolis  News   M 
Kansas  City  Star  M 
Kansas  City  Times^Star   M 

^Knoxville  Sentinel  M 

^Lexington  Herald  M 

^Lexington  Leader  M 

^Louisville  Anzeiger  M2 


^Louisville,   Courier-Journal     MS 

C   H  P 
^Louisville  Daily  Record   M 
•Louisville  Herald   M3   C   H  P 
•Louisville,  Dvening  Post  M4  C  H  P 
•Louisville  Times   M4   C   H   P 
Memphis,  Commercial-Appeal  M 
New  Orleans,  Times-Democrat  M 
New  York,  Sun   M 
New  York  Times  M2  C 
New  York  Tribune  M 
Philadelphia,  Public  Ledger   M 
Pittsburg  Post  M 
Richmond.  Times-Dispatch    M 
Rocky  Mountain  News   M 
St.  Louis  Globe  Democrat  M 
St.  Paul,  Daily  Pioneer  Press  M 
San  Francisco  Chronicle  M 
Springfield  Republican   M 
Washington,  Evening  Star  M 


Weekly  newspapers  are  Included  under  periodicals. 
♦Gifts. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

To  the  General  Council  of  the  City  of  Louisville: 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public 
Library  has  the  honor  to  submit  its  fourth  annual  report 
for  the  year  ending  August  31,  1908. 

In  addition  to  increasing  the  attendance  very  largely 
and  the  circulation  of  books  14  per  cent,  this  fiscal  year 
was  noted  for  the  completion  and  occupation  of  the  High- 
land Branch  building  and  the  main  building.  The  opening 
of  the  latter  was  the  consummation  of  many  years  of  plan- 
ning and  labor  and  marked  an  epoch  m  the  educational 
development  of  the  city.  This  main  building  located  on 
Library  place  between  Third  and  Fourth  streets  will  be 
the  center  of  a  system  which  is  to  reach  every  section  of 
the  city  and  bring  books  within  the  reach  of  every  citizen. 
Three  branch  libraries  have  been  in  operation  for  several 
years  and  two  more  will  be  opened  in  new  buildings  ¥rithin 
two  months.  The  branch  library  for  colored  people  will 
also  be  moved  into  a  new  building  this  f  alL  This  will  make 
one  main  and  four  branch  buildings  opened  within  nine 
months. 

The  Trustees  also  have  been  kept  busy  with  12  regular 
and  10  special  meetings  of  the  Board  as  well  as  3  meetings 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  21  of  the  Building  Committee, 
4  of  the  Finance  Committee,  13  of  the  Furniture  Com- 
mittee and  16  of  the  Library  Committee. 

Mr.  Donald  Macpherson,  Trustee  since  September  18, 
1903,  died  January  2,  1908.  At  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Board  the  following  resolutions  were  passed : 

First,  That  this  board  has  learned  with  profound  sorrow 
that  Donald  Macpherson,  so  long  connected  and  associated 
with  library  work  in  this  his  adopted  city,  has  by  deatii  been 
laid  aside  and  his  labors  for  this  cause  forever  terminated. 

Second,  That  by  his  culture  and  literary  attainments 
he  was  peculiarly  adapted  to  advise,  direct  and  help  in  the 
work  of  founding  a  free  circulating  library,  and  by  his 
interest  in  the  Louisville  Public  Library  (known  as  the 
Polytechnic  Sociely)  and  by  his  labors  in  its  behalf  for 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  he  performed  a  laborious  and 
important  part  in  producing  the  conditions  which  enabled 
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the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library  to  enter  at  its  very 
organization  upon  a  splendid  and  successful  mission  in  the 
educational  work  of  this  city. 

Third,  That  we  bear  unqualified  testimony  to  his  con- 
stant and  efficient  labor  in  the  work  of  this  institution.  His 
watchful  supervision,  his  deep  interest  in  the  work  here 
done,  his  wide  knowledge  of  books,  and  his  careful  exam- 
ination of  every  detail  of  library  work  rendered  him  of 
great  value  to  the  institution  and  gave  him  a  just  promin- 
ence in  all  that  was  devised  or  done  for  the  successful  main- 
tenance of  this  library  upon  the  splendid  scale  which  now 
marks  its  administration,  and  we  deeply  regret  the  loss  of 
his  counsel  and  zeal,  which  was  only  limited  by  his  time 
and  ability. 

Fourth,  That  a  copy  of  this  minute  be  sent  to  the  family 
of  Mr.  Macpherson  and  furnished  the  daily  papers  for 
publication. 

To  this  vacancy  I  as  Mayor  of  the  city  in  January 
appointed  Mr.  John  Stites,  who  had  previously  been  a 
Trustee  from  1902  until  he  resigned  in  July  1907  to  accept 
an  appointment  on  the  Board  of  Public  Safety.  He  has 
however  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  Library  Board  from 
the  beginning  without  interruption. 

The  term  of  three  other  members  expired  in  March, 
Messrs.  R.  W.  Brown  and  Bennett  H.  Young  having  served 
continuously  for  six  years  since  the  organization  of  the 
Board  in  1902,  and  Dr.  Chester  Mayer  since  his  appoint- 
ment in  November  1905  to  succeed  Dr.  J.  A.  Ouchterlony. 
In  their  places  I  appointed  Dr.  Charles  R.  Hemphill  and 
Messrs.  Alfred  Pirtle  and  Frank  P.  Straus.  Although  the 
personnel  of  the  Board  has  thus  been  considerably  changed, 
the  affairs  of  the  library  are  in  excellent  hands. 

The  Librarian's  report  herewith  transmitted  deals  with 
the  books  and  the  methods  employed  for  making  them  use- 
ful to  the  people ;  the  statistics  bear  testimony  to  the  e£Bc- 
iency  and  popularity  of  the  methods  adopted. 

The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the  Auditor  give 
a  complete  account  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  library, 
showing  all  receipts  and  disbursements  as  well  as  assets 
and  liabilities.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  cost  of  maintaining 
the  libraries  for  the  year  including  insurance  on  buildings 
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and  contents  was  $68,447.9 1.  Of  this  amount  only 
$48,064.52  came  from  this  year's  city  tax  levy  of  three  cents. 
The  cost  of  maintenance  as  stated  above  does  not  include 
the  large  amounts  shown  in  the  Treasurer's  report  to  have 
been  expended  for  buildings  and  their  furnishings  and  for 
interest  on  the  mortgage  loan.  The  building  fund  came 
from  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie  and  with  it  the  five  new  build- 
ings have  been  erected.  In  order  to  raise  money  for  fur- 
nishing these  buildings  the  Library  Trustees  increased  to 
the  fullest  possible  extent  the  mortgage  on  the  old  Public 
Library  Building.  The  interest  on  this  mortgage  now  con- 
sumes annually  almost  four-fifths  of  the  income  from  the 
rent  of  the  building.  In  the  net  income  to  the  library  from 
this  source  there  is  therefore  a  large  decrease,  whereas  in 
the  new  buildings  there  is  a  decided  increase  in  the  cost 
of  maintaining  the  libraries,  of  which  there  are  now  to  be 
six  instead  of  four.  The  special  furnishing  fund  will  be 
exhausted  before  the  new  buildings  are  fully  equipped. 
Other  items  which  can  not  be  enumerated  here  will  further 
increase  the  librarjr's  financial  needs  for  the  coming  year. 
These  will  later  be  incorporated  in  the  budget  brought 
before  the  General  Council  by  the  Finance  Committee  of 
the  library. 

Your  Honorable  Body  will  therefore  perceive  the  im- 
perative need  of  a  large  appropriation  for  library  purposes, 
if  these  libraries  are  to  fulfill  their  mission  in  our  midst 
and  are  not  to  be  handicapped  from  the  time  the  doors  of 
the  new  buildings  are  thrown  open  to  the  public.  It  is 
unnecessary  also  to  point  out  the  fact  that  without  addi- 
tional funds  no  more  new  branch  buildings  can  be  equipped 
and  operated. 

These  documents  are  transmitted  in  the  belief  that  your 
Honorable  Body  will  appreciate  the  excellent  work  that  is 
being  done  by  the  library  and  will  realize  the  importance 
of  providing  liberally  for  its  support. 

Respectfully  submitted 

James  F.  Grinstead 

President  of  Board  of  Trustees 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 

Louisville,  Ky.,  September  1,  1908 

Hon.  James  F.  Grinstead,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Louisville 
and  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Louis- 
ville Free  Public  Library. 

Dear  Sir:  As  treasurer  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public 
Library  I  would  respectfully  report  the  following  receipts 
and  disbursements  for  the  year  ending  August  81,  1908 : 

Receipts 

Balance  cash  on  hand  September  1,  1907 $44,326  16 

From  the  City  of  Loulsyllle  in  tax  levy  accounts: 

Year   1902 I       37  78 

1903 295  92 

1904 622  57 

1905 598  26 

1906 987  42 

1907 4,561  96 

1908 41.065  66 

48,064  52 

Rents    21,999  96 

Fines    collected 1,456  39 

Miscellaneous   393  71 

Interest  on  loans 4,898  88 

Andrew  Ckmegle  for  main  building 9,000  00 

Andrew  Carnegie  for  branches 40,000  00 

Bills  receivable  collected 68,000  00 

Bills  payable  borrowed  from  Third  National  Bank 6,000  00 

Overdraft    671  74 

ToUl    Receipts 1244,811  36 

Vouchers  of  last  year  canceled 774  44 

Totol    1245,585  80 
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DitbuTMrnents 

Main  library  boildlng I  7,689  06 

Highland  Branch  building 9.022  61 

Parkland  Branch  building 14,025  00 

Colored  Branch  building 11,952  15 

Crescent  Hill  Branch  building 17,574  15 

Pilcher  &  Tachau,  architects 1,312  75 

Bills   receivable 35,500  00 

Bills   iMiyable 6,000  00 

Special   furnishings 59,422  45 

Furniture  and  fixtures 1,443  97 

Books  and  periodicals 16,977  81 

Binding  and  rebinding 4,581  60 

Salaries    29,206  67 

Incidental  expenses 6,336  37 

Light,  heat,  power  and  water 5,942  92 

Repairs  and  improyements 1,146  44 

Insurance  2,812  18 

Interest    14,639  73 

Total   1245,585  80 

I  file  herewith  as  part  of  this  report  a  copy  of  the  report 
made  by  Turner  &  Spencer,  examiners,  and  make  it  part 
hereof  marked  Exhibit  "A/'  also  a  statement  of  all  moneys 
received  and  disbursed  from  September  1,  1907  to  August 
31, 1908,  marked  Exhibit  "B,''  and  a  statement  of  the  con- 
dition and  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  Louisville  Free 
Public  Library  as  of  September  1,  1908,  marked  Exhibit 
"C."  Very  respectfully 

John  Stites 
Treasurer 
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REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITOR 

Hon.  James  F.  Grinstead,  Mayor  City  of  Louisville. 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  our 
Mr.  Turner  has  audited  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Louisville  Free  Public  Library  as  kept  by  the  treasurer  as 
well  as  the  books  kept  at  the  library  under  instructions  of 
the  librarian  for  fiscal  year  September  1, 1907  to  August  81, 
1908,  and  respectfully  report  the  following: 

Beginning  with  balance  September  1, 1907  receipts  have 
been  traced  from  original  sources.  Taxes  received  from 
the  city  compare  with  the  books  of  the  City  of  Louisville. 

The  disbursements  of  cash  are  made  by  voucher  form, 
each  of  which  is  signed  by  the  president,  the  treasurer, 
librarian,  head  of  Order  Department  and  chairman  of  vari- 
ous standing  committees  as  required  by  the  by-laws.  The 
vouchers  for  the  year  were  duly  examined  in  every  detail, 
and  we  are  pleased  to  rei)ort  that  all  were  found  correct. 
The  various  deposits  and  balances  with  the  bank  were  veri- 
fied and  found  correct.  The  calculations  of  the  interest 
credited  by  the  bank  were  also  verified 

Petty  Cash.  The  assistant  librarian  is  cashier.  All 
collections  of  money,  fines  etc.  are  paid  to  this  officer  and 
all  petty  expenses  are  paid  by  the  cashier.  The  receipts 
for  these  expenditures  are  turned  over  to  the  treasurer 
and  a  voucher  check  is  drawn  to  the  assistant  librarian  to 
reimburse  the  amount  expended  each  month.  These  dis- 
bursements and  receipts  were  checked  so  far  as  was  prac- 
ticable, and  we  are  pleased  to  report  same  correct.  We 
believe  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  treasurer  to  advance 
$50.00  to  the  assistant  librarian  as  the  receipts  are  hardly 
sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses. 

The  register  of  insurance  and  policies  were  checked  and 
same  agreed.  Of  course  the  amount  of  those  noted  as 
being  in  New  York  was  accepted  as  correct.  It  is  our 
belief  that  the  library  is  fully  protected  as  insurance  is 
carried  covering  accidents  caused  by  elevators,  etc.    The 
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rents  of  the  Louisville  Public  Library  building  are  cov- 
ered in  case  of  fire.  Th^  attached  exhibits  give  detail 
of  the  cash  received  and  disbursed  and   statement  of 

expenses 

Kindly  note  that  we  have  charged  as  depreciation  25 
per  cent  of  the  amount  that  has  been  invested  in  books 
by  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library  from  its  commence- 
ment, which  has  been  $54,855.48,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$41,141.61.  This  amount  is  arbitrarily  taken  to  off-set  the 
wear  and  tear  and  books  discarded  up  to  date.  A  certain 
per  cent  should  be  deducted  annually,  and  we  would  suggest 
communication  with  libraries  in  other  cities  as  to  the 
amount  they  charge  off.  The  same  should  also  be  done 
with  furniture  and  buildings.  We  did  not  make  any  charge 
this  year  as  everything  is  practically  new,  but  this  should 

be  considered  in  the  future 

We  desire  to  add  that  the  books  of  accounts,  etc.  are  in 
splendid  order.  The  financial  affairs  are  well  handled  and 
the  condition  is  as  shown  by  this  report.  The  bills  for 
August  as  well  as  the  indebtedness  for  special  furnishings 
and  the  buildings  are  not  taken  into  consideration. 

Thanking  the  treasurer  and  his  bookkeeper,  the  librarian 
and  his  assistants  and  the  bookkeeper  for  courtesies,  and 
thanking  you  for  the  confidence,  we  remain 

Very  respectfully  yours 

Turner  &  Spencer 

Public  Accountants  and  Auditors 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 

To  THE  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  LouisvmLE  Free  Pubuc 
Library. 

Gentlemen:  Your  librarian  herewith  submits  his  fourth 
annual  report  for  the  year  ending  August  81,  1908. 

Books  have  been  circulated  from  the  central  library, 
three  branches  and  11  stations. 

Cost  of  Maintenance.  To  operate  the  libraries  this 
year  cost:  Main  Library,  |52,030.26;  Colored  Branch 
$3,952.41;  Highland  Branch  $8,938.32;  Portland  Branch 
$3,726.56;  Crescent  Hill  Branch  $2,524.10;  Parkland 
Branch  $2,276.26;  total  $68,447.91.  An  itemized  table  is 
given  on  page  16.  The  Crescent  Hill  and  Parkland  branches 
are  not  yet  opened,  but  about  2,000  volumes  for  each  have 
been  purchased  and  made  ready  for  circulation.  The  cost 
at  Main  includes  much  work  done  for  the  branches,  such 
as  the  buying  and  cataloging  of  all  books.  Expenditures 
for  building  construction,  special  furnishing  and  interest 
are  shown  in  the  report  of  the  treasurer. 

Buildings.  The  year  has  been  marked  by  the  transfer 
of  the  Highland  Branch  and  the  main  library  from  tem- 
porary quarters  to  new  buildings  and  the  completion  of 
the  Colored,  Crescent  Hill  and  Parkland  branch  buildings, 
which  are  now  being  furnished  and  prepared  for  opening 
in  the  next  two  months.  After  the  Colored  Branch  library 
is  moved  into  its  new  building  the  Portland  branch  will  be 
the  only  one  left  in  temporary  quarters.  Architects  are  at 
work  on  the  plans  for  the  building  at  Hancock  and  Oak 
streets,  which  will  be  the  fifth  branch  building  and  the 
sixth  branch  library.  A  brief  statement  concerning  each 
building  will  be  found  under  the  head  of  the  respective 
libraries. 

Moving  and  Opening.  The  old  building  was  closed  July 
20  for  moving,  details  of  which  are  given  on  page  27  in  the 
report  of  the  Order  Department.  For  several  weeks  readers 
were  allowed  to  draw  an  additional  number  of  books  on 
condition  that  they  be  returned  at  the  new  building.    This 
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arrangement  provided  for  constant  readers  and  gave  them 
an  opportunity  to  help  move  the  library.  As  soon  as  the 
books  were  on  the  new  shelves  an  inventory  was  taken  and 
on  the  evening  of  July  24  the  opening  exercises  were  held. 

Program 

Masle    Orchestra 

Cliftlrman  Mayor  James  F.  Qrinstead 

InTocation   Dr.  Chas.  R.  Hemphill 

The  new  ballding Mr.  Wm.  F.  Tust 

The  fonctlon  and  value  of  the  llbranr* .  .Dr.  E.  T.  MuUins 
Soprano  Solo 

o)   In  a  garden Chas.  B.  Hawley 

Spring's  awakening Chas.  B.  Hawley 

b)   Memor/s  seasons Mrs.  Katharine  Whipple  Dobbs 

Miss  Eva  Katharhie  Korb 
Mrs.  Katharine  Whipple  Dobbs,  accompanist 
The  library  and  its  relation  to  business . . .  Mr.  A.  T.  Maodonald 
Bass  Solo 

a)   When  Richelieu  the  red  robe 

wore Hanrey  Murray 

h)   Gipsy  Jan .Victor  Herbert 

Mr.  B.  Percy  Parsons 
LouisYiUe  libraries,  past  and  present. . .  Col.  Bennett  H.  Toong 
Benediction  Dr.  J.  S.  Lyons 

Music    Orchestra 

On  the  morning  of  July  25  the  following  special  exer- 
cises were  held  in  the  Children's  Department : 

Program 

Chairman  Mr.  William  F.  Tust 

Music    Industrial  School  Band 

Invocation   J)r.  E.  Y.  Mullins 

Chorus Children  of  Neighborhood  House 

a)  The  moon  boat Jessie  Oaynor 

h)   The  owl " 

What  the  library  is  prepared  to  do  for 

the  children Miss  Adeline  B.  Zachert 

Chorus    Children  of  Neighborhood  House 

a)   The  cucumber  boat Jessie  Gaynor 

h)   The  cucumber  doll "  " 

What  the  library  can  do  for  the  children 

of  the  public  schools. Prof.  B.  H.  Mark 

If  I  was  in  his  place:  a  story Dr.  B.  T.  Mullins 

Music    Industrial  School  Band 
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After  these  exercises  all  rooms  were  thrown  open  for 
inspection  until  six  o'clock.  The  attendance  at  each  meeting 
was  much  greater  than  could  be  accommodated.  On  July 
27  all  departments  of  the  library  were  in  operation. 

The  floor  plans  of  the  building  and  a  brief  description 
of  its  general  features  were  published  in  the  annual  reports 
of  1906  and  1907.  In  both  the  building  proper  and  in  its 
equipment  utility  has  been  the  chief  consideration.  In  the 
compact  arrangement  of  some  of  the  rooms  it  is  unique. 
As  a  whole  it  is  well  adapted  to  supply  the  library  needs  of 
a  great  and  growing  city. 

Staff.  There  are  S7  members  on  the  staff,  the  same 
number  as  last  year,  not  including  the  treasurer's  bodc- 
keeper,  four  pages  and  four  janitors  at  the  main  library 
and  a  janitor  at  each  of  three  branches.  They  are  divided 
into  seven  groups:  General  Administration  3,  Order  De- 
partment 6,  Catalog  Department  9,  Circulation  Department 
9,  Reference  Department  8,  Children's  Department  3,  and 
2  in  each  of  three  branches. 

The  following  changes  have  taken  place :  Anna  F.  Hub- 
buch  in  January  succeeded  Anna  G.  Francis,  resigned  as 
bookkeeper  and  librarian's  secretary,  the  latter  succeeding 
Stella  Dembitz,  resigned ;  in  the  Order  Department  Bertha 
Guntermann  in  October  succeeded  Amie  B.  Brunn,  re- 
signed; in  December  Ella  Heffeman  was  transferred  from 
half  time  each  in  Order  and  Catalog  departments  to  full 
time  in  the  Order  Department ;  in  July  Susan  B.  Shane  was 
transferred  from  General  Administration  to  the  Order  De- 
partment in  charge  of  the  telephone  exchange ;  in  the  Cat- 
alog Department  Margaret  Norton  in  February  succeeded 
Rosalie  Mumford,  resigned,  as  classifier;  in  the  Circulation 
Department  Florence  Barlow  resigned  September  1;  to 
this  vacancy  Esther  Bakewell  was  transferred  from  the 
Children's  Department,  where  Bemice  Bell  was  then  ap- 
pomted  assistant ;  a  page  was  appointed  in  the  Catalog  De- 
partment in  November  and  in  the  Reference  Department 
in  April;  Jessie  M.  Taylor  was  in  April  elected  librarian 
of  the  Parkland  Branch ;  in  June  Helen  Lanius  was  elected 
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librarian  of  the  Crescent  Hill  Branch,  each  to  begin  when 
the  respective  branches  are  opened.  In  June  Miss  Lanius 
was  temporarily  transferred  to  the  Circulation  Department 
and  her  position  in  the  Catalog  Department  filled  by  Miss 
Bakewell  and  Miss  Fleming  each  for  half  time. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Miss  M.  W.  Freeman, 
Head  of  the  Reference  Department,  for  the  purpose  of 
delivering  a  course  of  nine  lectures  on  the  organization  and 
administration  of  small  public  libraries  to  the  New  York 
State  Library  School  in  June.  Miss  Harriet  B.  Gooch, 
Head  of  the  Catalog  Department,  was  invited  to  conduct 
the  cataloging  work  at  the  summer  library  school  of  the 
Indiana  Library  Commission.  The  invitation  could  not  be 
accepted  because  it  called  for  too  long  an  absence  from 
duty  at  home. 

Leave  of  absence  for  part  of  the  coming  year  has  been 
granted  to  Miss  Jennie  M.  Flexner,  of  the  Order  Depart- 
ment, to  attend  the  library  school  at  Western  Reserve  Uni- 
versity and  to  Miss  Minnie  W.  Leatherman,  of  the  Catalog 
Department,  to  attend  the  Pratt  Institute  library  school. 

In  lieu  of  the  lectures  on  library  economy  hertofore 
given  by  the  library  for  the  benefit  of  assistants  who  are 
ambitious  for  improvement,  time  was  this  year  granted 
for  attending  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  University  of  Louis- 
ville on  the  drama.  Eight  members  took  the  whole  or  a 
part  of  the  course. 

The  librarian  attended  the  sessions  of  the  Department 
of  Libraries  of  the  Southern  Educational  Association  in 
Lexington  December  27-28  and  read  a  paper  on  Library 
Extension  in  the  South.  The  library  was  represented  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Library  Association 
at  Lake  Minnetonka  June  22-27  by  the  librarian  and  the 
reference  librarian.  At  that  meeting  the  association  de- 
cided to  hold  its  next  annual  conference  in  Louisville 
provided  satisfactory  arrangements  can  be  made  for  rates. 

Salaries.  A  salary  scale  for  junior  assistants  has  been 
adopted  which  provides  for  the  appointment  of  assistants 
at  $30  per  month  with  a  regular  yearly  increase  if  their 
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services  are  satisfactory.  Salaries  for  heads  of  departmenta 
and  other  special  positions  are  fixed  by  special  action  of  the 
board. 

A  new  method  begun  in  November  saves  time  and 
insures  greater  promptness  in  paying  monthly  salaries. 
Hitherto  each  member  on  the  staff  received  a  separate 
voucher  which  had  been  signed  by  the  librarian,  the  treas* 
urer  and  the  president.  Now  these  officers  sign  only  one 
voucher  for  the  entire  amount  of  the  pay  roll,  which  is 
attached ;  this  amount  is  deposited  in  the  bank  to  the  credit 
of  the  assistant  librarian,  who  draws  individual  checks 
against  it  in  favor  of  each  member  on  the  pay  roll. 

Vacations  and  Absences.  In  April  the  decision  of  the 
previous  year  concerning  vacations  was  reversed,  so  that 
now  a  vacation  of  one  month  instead  of  three  weeks  is  given 
to  heads  of  departments.  Although  taken  on  petition  from 
those  who  will  profit  by  it,  there  is  little  doubt  that  this 
action  is  good  business  policy  and  that  ultimately  it  will 
prove  equally  profitable  to  the  library.  In  case  of  sickness 
each  assistant  is  allowed  two  weeks  absence  with  pay  in 
the  course  of  a  year.  Where  practicable  staff  members  are 
permitted  to  make  up  time  for  longer  absences,  otherwise 
a  deduction  in  salary  is  made.  In  the  latter  case  the  plan 
of  the  United  States  government  is  followed  as  prescribed 
in  an  act  of  Congress  approved  June  80,  1906. 

Hours  in  Children's  Room.  These  have  hitherto  been 
2  to  6  from  Monday  to  Friday  and  10  to  6  on  Saturday. 
In  Jime  1908  it  was  decided  to  keep  the  Children's  Depart- 
ment open  every  week  day  from  10  to  6  during  the  summer 
months  until  the  opening  of  the  schools. 

Accounts.  Heretofore  all  account  books  except  the 
voucher  book  and  the  petty  cash  account  have  been  kept 
by  the  treasurer's  bookkeeper  at  his  office.  It  was  decided 
that  for  ready  reference  a  full  set  of  such  books  should  be 
kept  at  the  library  building.  An  expert  accountant  was 
employed  to  open  this  set  of  books,  which  consists  of  a 
journal,  a  ledger,  a  cash  book  and  a  voucher  book;  also  a 
monthly  trial  balance  and  a  statement  showing  the  expendi- 
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tures  under  various  heads  in  three  columns,  one  for  the 
last  month,  one  for  previous  months  and  one  for  the  year 
to  date.  The  expenditures  are  classified  and  subdivided  to 
show  the  cost  of  maintenance  for  each  library. 

The  set  of  account  books  originally  opened  by  the  treas- 
urer is  still  continued  at  his  office.  At  the  library  the  book- 
keeper serves  also  as  secretary  to  the  librarian. 

Lecture  Rooms.  An  assembly  room  has  been  provided 
in  each  of  the  new  buildings.  Petitions  for  the  use  of  these 
rooms  at  once  began  to  arrive,  which  caused  the  Trustees 
to  announce  the  following  policy:  1)  The  library  shaU 
encourage  the  use  of  its  lecture  rooms  for  any  public  gath- 
ering which  aims  at  education  and  culture  or  general  civic 
improvement;  2)  all  such  meetings  shall  be  free,  non- 
partisan and  non-sectarian;  3)  the  general  supervision  of 
these  rooms  shall  be  vested  in  the  Library  Committee.  The 
intention  is  to  arrange  for  a  course  of  popular  lectures  and 
entertainments  at  each  of  these  places. 

Publicity.  Much  credit  is  due  the  newspapers  for  keep- 
ing the  people  informed  of  the  rapid  succession  of  events 
in  the  development  of  the  library  system.  The  monthly 
meetings  of  the  board  are  reported  with  considerable  full- 
ness. A  weekly  list  of  books  added  to  the  library  is  sent 
to  the  daily  papers,  each  of  which  prints  them  with  more 
or  less  regularity;  also  reading  lists  on  special  subjects. 
Valuable  suggestions  have  also  been  received  from  the 
critics  on  questions  of  policy.  The  library  scrap-book  has 
been  enriched  by  a  total  of  326  clippings  from  the  papers 
during  the  3rear.  A  few  of  the  more  important  ones  are 
listed  below. 

In  the  Courier-Journal :  Sep.  21 — Parkland  library  cor- 
ner-stone la3ang;  Oct.  5 — ^Healthy  growth  shown  in  free 
public  library  idea,  annual  report;  Mar.  6 — ^In  Colored 
Library,  work  heavy;  Ap.  9 — ^Report  of  monthly  meeting; 
May  24 — ^Artistic  lunettes  for  the  new  library  (illus) ;  July 
4 — For  moving  day,  preparations ;  July  25 — ^Books  to  read 
for  everybody ;  realization  of  a  movement  nearly  a  century 
old ;  July  26 — ^Preparations  for  children ;  new  library  espe- 
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cially  well  equipped  for  them;  Aug.  11 — ^In  its  new  home, 
Louisville's  Free  Public  Library. 

In  the  Herald:  Oct.  6 — Public  library  report  full  of 
great  progress ;  Mar.  23 — ^Louisville  enters  year  of  libraries ; 
June  2d — Louisville  lands  national  convention  of  libraries; 
July  4 — Moving  day  at  hand  for  public  library;  July  16 — 
Busy  scene  marks  removal  of  library  to  new  quarters ;  July 
26 — ^Key  of  oratory  opens  the  doors  of  new  library  (illus) ; 
July  27 — The  children  and  the  library. 

In  the  Post :  Nov.  15  and  19 — The  mayor  and  the  library 
board,  technical  training;  Jan.  4 — City's  magnificent 
library  will  be  finished  April  1  (illus) ;  Feb.  1 — ^Highland 
branch  library  will  move  into  beautiful  new  home ;  July  8 — 
Moving  day  at  public  library ;  July  25— Inspecting  the  new 
library. 

In  the  Times:  Sep.  27 — ^Portland  people  are  readers; 
Jan.  4 — Public  libraries  in  the  South  (Paper  read  by 
Librarian  W.  F.  Yust  at  meeting  of  Southern  Educational 
Association,  Lexington,  Ky.,  December  28) ;  Mar.  6— -South 
Louisville  Progressive  Club  seeks  new  branch  library ;  July 
25 — Brilliant  inaugural;  Louisville  Free  Public  Library 
opened;  Aug.  1 — Growing  popularity  of  library  in  new 
quarters. 

Publications  and  Printing.  The  regular  printed  forms 
of  the  library  now  number  59.  In  addition  to  keeping  up 
the  supply  of  these  the  library  has  printed  the  following 
this  year,  which  does  not  include  numerous  book  lists  mime- 
ographed for  distribution. 

Third  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Louisville  Free  Public  Library  for  the  year  ending  August 
31,1907.    88p.  0  plates,  plans.    (500  copies) 

Some  books  and  pamphlets  on  tuberculosis  in  the  Louis- 
ville Free  Public  Library.    1  p.  D    (12,000  copies) 

DlBtribttted  at  the  exhibit  of  the  Kentucky  Anti-Tubereulosls  Abbo- 
ciatlon  January  11-24,  1908. 

Some  detective  stories  in  the  Louisville  Free  Public 
Library  April,  1908.    4  p.  D    (10,000  copies) 
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List  of  books  on  Sunday  School  Work  in  the  Louisville 
Free  Public  Library.    8  p.  D    (8,000  copies) 

Printed  for  dlstrlbation  at  the  Twelfth  International  Sunday  School 
convention  held  In  LoulsYlUe  June  18-23,  1908. 

Bulletin  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library.  April- 
May  1908.    V.  1,  nos.  1-2  26  p.  D 

Contains  list  of  books  recently  added,  arranged  by  classes.  No.  1 
10,000  copies,  no.  2  5,000  copies.    To  be  Issued  periodically. 

Program  of  exercises  at  opening  of  the  Louisville  Free 
Public  Library.  July  24  and  25,  1908.  4  p.  D  (2,000 
copies) 

Art  Room.  In  June  a  number  of  artists  and  represent- 
ative citizens  interested  in  art  petitioned  the  trustees  for 
the  use  of  a  room  in  the  new  building  where  occasional  art 
exhibitions  might  be  given.  Gifts  and  loans  of  various 
paintings  were  promised  in  furtherance  of  the  project.  In 
response  there  was  temporarily  set  aside  for  this  purpose 
the  room  at  the  east  end  of  the  second  floor,  which  was 
designed  for  art  books.  The  library's  collection  of  such 
books  will  be  meanwhile  kept  in  the  stack  room  in  order 
that  encouragement  may  be  given  to  this  enterprise,  which 
it  is  hoped  will  lead  to  the  establishment  of  a  permanent 
museum  and  art  gallery  for  the  city  of  Louisville.  If  those 
who  are  interested  in  such  a  movement  should  organize  and 
incorporate,  there  is  little  doubt  that  they  would  speedily 
become  the  recipients  of  many  valuable  works  of  art  now 
privately  owned.  Indeed  it  is  probable  that  in  this  way 
only  will  it  be  possible  to  make  the  bulk  of  the  museum 
material  in  the  library  of  much  educational  value  to  the 
public. 

Chess  Club.  This  club  has  been  given  permission  to 
occupy  a  comer  of  a  room  in  the  basement  until  that  space 
is  required  for  other  purposes.  The  privileges  of  the  club 
having  been  confined  to  its  members,  it  was  stipulated  as 
a  condition  of  the  permit  that  the  room  and  all  its  equip- 
ment are  to  be  free  to  the  public 
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ORDER  DEPARTMENT 

The  Order  Department  now  has  permanent  quarters  at 
the  rear  of  the  stack  adjoining  the  executive  offices  at  one 
end  and  the  catalog  room  on  the  other.  This  keeps  it  in 
immediate  touch  with  the  departments  with  which  it  is 
logically  the  most  closely  connected.  It  has  the  choicest 
place  in  the  building.  It  is  connected  by  a  stairway  and 
electric  elevator  with  the  room  for  receipts  and  shipments 
directly  below.  The  fact  that  messengers  with  small  deliv- 
eries tb  reach  it  must  -pass  through  the  stacks  is  a  minor 
disadvantage.  Although  the  floor  space  14  by  60  is  none 
too  large,  it  has  been  easy  to  expand  by  using  shelf  space 
in  the  stacks.  The  stock  room  has  had  to  be  used  in  large 
part  for  general  purposes  of  the  department.  The  cup- 
boards installed  for  supplies  now  contain  only  those  for 
immediate  use,  a  large  -part  of  them  being  kept  in  the  room 
below. 

In  addition  to  its  usual  work  the  department  carried  out 
creditably  the  plans  for  moving  the  library.  There  has 
been  added  to  it  the  half  time  of  one  assistant  transferred 
from  the  Catalog  Department  and  the  telephone  exchange 
has  been  placed  in  its  charge. 

Report  of  Order  Department 

To  the  Ldbrarian: 

During  the  year  there  were  ordered  14,899  volumes, 
1,127  pamphlets,  86  separate  numbers  of  magazines,  645 
subscriptions  for  periodicals  and  newspapers  and  all  library 
supplies.  There  were  delivered  to  the  contractors  660 
volumes  for  binding  and  8,268  volumes  for  rebinding. 
There  were  6,746  volumes  mended  and  16,619  perforated; 
labels,  date  slips  and  pockets  were  inserted  in  11,292  vol- 
umes; much  additional  mechanical  work  was  done  such  as 
cutting  leaves,  stamping  pictures,  plates  and  maps  and  put- 
ting covers  on  magazines  and  pamphlets. 
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Books.     Expenditures  on  the  book  account  for  the  last 
two  years  were  as  follows : 


VOLUMES 

SUBSCBiraONS 

BDIDINO 

REBINDING 

No. 

Cost 

No. 

Coot 

Volik 

Ccwt 

Vols. 

Cort 

1907. . . 
Ave'ge 
1908... 
Ave's^e 

7,644 
14,207 

$7,148.23 

.94 

16,643!38 

1.09 

443 
648' 

$1,210.98 

2.73 

1,407.66 

2.69 

784 
'852* 

$720.93 

.91 

722.10 

.84 

7,384 

•  ••••■ 

9,046 

$2,978.76 

.40 

3,867.46 

.42 

The  distribution  among  the  libraries  is  given  below. 
The  increase  in  the  average  cost  of  books  per  volume  is 
chiefly  due  to  the  equipment  of  two  new  branches  which 
required  the  purchase  of  more  than  the  annual  proportion 
of  costly  reference  books.  Under  the  head  of  rebinding 
the  average  is  higher  on  account  of  a  large  number  of  old 
newspapers  which  were  rebound. 

Pamphlets  and  pictures  this  year  cost  $28.92.  Includ- 
ing gifts  the  receipts  for  this  year  are  14 J16  volumes,  4,826 
pamphlets,  721  periodicals  and  1,469  unbound  numbers  of 
magazines  or  an  increase  over  last  year  of  6,071  volumes, 
350  pamphlets,  118  periodicals  and  1,816  magazines. 

The  table  below  gives  the  distribution  of  this  year's 
book  expenditures  among  the  various  libraries.  Totals  are 
given  above. 


Vols,  bought . . 

Cost 

Subscriptions 
Cost 

Vols,  bound  . . . 

Cost 

Vols,  rebound . 

Cost 


lUin 


6,204 
$7,861.49 

$1,076.66 

723 

$608.00 

7,112 

$3,088.67 


Colond 


1,662 
$1,172.64 

$107.19 
4    36 
$31.40 

396 
166.10 


Hishhad 


1,380 
$1,241.84 

$101.21 

84 
$30.10 

660 
$260.60 


Portland 


1,282 

$1,186.81 

$128.49 

49 
$43.60 

888 
$866.69 


Cr.HIU 


1,861 
$2,062.74 


FUtfkluid 


1,928 
$2,069.36 


6 

6 

$4.60 

$4.60 

1 

$0.40 
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Other  expenditures  were:  Expense  account  $6,836.37; 
light,  heat,  power  and  water  $5,942.92;  furniture  and  fix- 
tures and  catalog  cards  $1,443.97;  repairs  and  improve- 
ments $1,146.44;  salaries  $29,206.67;  insurance  $2,812.13; 
interest  $14,423.60;  special  furnishings  $59,442.46;  build- 
ing construction  including  architects'  fees  $61,575.71.  All 
of  these  accounts  except  the  last  three  are  itemized  on 
page  16.    The  last  one  is  itemized  on  page  13. 

Accessions.  The  following  from  the  accession  records 
shows  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  September  1, 
1907,  the  number  added  and  the  number  withdrawn  during 
the  year  and  the  total  to  date : 


VolmneB  1907 

Added 

Discarded . . . 
Volumes  1908 


80416 
7,463 
2,216 

86,868 


CoL 

4,268 

1,662 

192 

6,688 


Hlffh. 

4,674 

1,880 

73 

6,881 


Port 

3,628 

1,282 

181 

4,679 


Or.  Hill 

66 
1,861 


1,907 


Park. 

13 
1,928 


1,941 


Total 

92,664 

16,466 

2,611 

106,399 


Gifts  to  the  extent  of  609  volumes,  4,281  pamphlets,  178 
periodicals  and  1,400  numbers  of  unbound  magazines  to- 
gether with  miscellaneous  gifts  are  listed  in  appendixes  C 
and  D.  Special  attention  is  called  to  those  of  the  Baldwin 
Co.,  Mr.  I.  W.  Bemheim,  University  of  Chicago,  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Deane  Comwell,  Mrs.  Andrew  Cowan,  Mrs.  Wm.  G. 
FuUerton,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Leonard,  Dr.  Waller  Overton  Green; 
the  Louisville  papers,  Anzeiger,  Courier-Journal,  Record, 
Evening  Post,  Herald,  Times  and  Eight  Hour  Printer; 
Mrs.  Frank  Walker  Maury,  Hon.  H.  S.  McNutt,  Mrs. 
Maurice  Sachs,  Mr.  Frank  B.  Stouffer,  Mr.  J.  Ross  Todd 
and  the  United  States  Government 

Moving.  The  Highland  Branch  and  the  main  library 
were  moved  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  head  of 
this  department.  The  main  library  with  all  its  books  and 
pamphlets,  furniture,  fixtures  and  supplies,  as  well  as  mu- 
seum articles  with  cabinets  and  glass  cases  was  a  large 
undertaking,  but  it  had  been  well  planned  and  with  the 
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hearty  cooperation  of  every  member  of  the  staff  was  per- 
formed without  a  hitch.  For  the  books  860  boxes  of  the 
same  lensrth  as  the  shelves  were  made.  Into  these  the  books 
were  placed  just  as  they  stood  on  the  shelves  and  were 
emptied  onto  the  new  shelves  in  the  same  order,  the  boxes 
being  labeled  accordinsr  to  the  dassiflcation  of  the  books 
and  their  location  in  the  new  building.  The  work  at  each 
end  of  the  line  was  under  the  direct  supervision  of  library 
assistants.  Although  all  articles  had  to  be  moved  from  the 
fifth  floor  of  the  old  building  by  means  of  a  single  elevator 
and  placed  on  four  different  floors  in  the  new  building,  the 
task  was  completed  in  four  days  at  the  following  cost  not 
including  the  salaries  of  the  staff  for  the  time : 

Cost  of  boxes,  enlarging  elevator  doors,  repairing  ele* 
vator  and  motor,  insuring  against  accident,  erecting  plat- 
form and  cleaning  old  and  new  buildings  ^10.68 ;  cost  of 
manual  labor,  wagons,  hauling  etc.  ^92.00 ;  total  $1,002.68. 

The  rebinding  of  the  old  volumes  of  the  Courier-Journal 
is  completed.  This  very  valuable  set  had  received  hard 
usage  because  of  the  buUciness  of  the  volumes,  which  have 
been  reduced  in  thickness  and  made  easier  to  handle. 

The  increase  in  the  work  of  the  department  is  shown 
by  the  purchase  of  6,663  volumes  more  than  last  year,  the 
binding  and  rebinding  of  1,730  more  volumes  and  the 
performing  of  necessary  mechanical  work  on  8,413  more 
volumes,  all  of  which  was  accomplished  by  the  efficient 
help  of  the  regular  staff  with  the  addition  of  one  assistant 
for  half  time  to  December  and  full  time  since  then. 

While  Miss  Jennie  M.  Flexner  is  on  leave  of  absence 
attending  a  library  school  Miss  Ann  R.  Hoeffle  is  substitut- 
ing in  her  place. 

Lists  of  periodicals  in  appendix  D,  donors  and  gifts  in 
appendix  C,  a  summary  of  expenditures  on  page  16  and 
itemized  tables  under  each  account  are  submitted  as  part 
of  this  report. 

George  T.  Settle 

Head  of  Order  Department 


I 
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CATALOG  DEPARTMENT 

This  division  is  now  located  on  the  east  side  of  the 
stack  room.  On  one  side  are  large  windows,  with  shelving 
between  and  under  them ;  on  the  other  side  there  is  no  par- 
tition between  it  and  the  stack  room,  which  arrangement 
practically  adds  the  three  foot  aisle  of  the  stack  to  the 
cataloging  space,  so  that  it  is  18  instead  of  15  feet  wide 
and  60  feet  long.  This  makes  the  room  well  lighted  and 
ventilated  and  accessible  at  any  point  of  its  entire  length. 
At  one  end  it  touches  the  Order  Department  and  at  the 
other  the  Circulation  Department  and  the  public  catalog. 
Its  location  is  therefore  very  near  the  ideal. 

The  department  this  year  passed  through  a  trjring  ordeal 
occasioned  by  the  filling  of  the  position  of  classifier.  A 
page  is  now  employed  for  certain  mechanical  work  previ- 
ously done  by  an  assistant  whose  time  was  divided  between 
this  and  the  Order  Department.  Gratifying  features  are 
the  completion  of  filing  the  Library  of  Congress  deposit 
catalog  cards  and  the  progress  made  on  the  Polytechnic 
collection. 

■ 

Report  of  the  Catalog  Department 

To  the  Librarian: 

The  number  of  volumes  cataloged  this  year  is  21,270, 
making  a  total  to  date  of  77,687.  Of  this  number  2,315 
have  been  discarded,  leaving  a  total  of  75,822  cataloged 
volumes  in  the  main  library  and  branches. 

During  the  year  45,152  new  catalog  cards  were  filed  of 
which  19,288  went  to  branches.  Total  number  of  catalog 
cards  filed  is  158,678.  In  the  official  catalog  12,454  new 
cards  were  filed  making  a  total  of  46,989.  When  placed 
in  the  main  library  each  title  has  an  official  catalog  card, 
and  an  extra  official  card  is  added  for  every  branch  in  which 
the  book  is  placed.  The  shelf-list  at  the  main. is  a  union 
one  with  entries  for  the  main  and  all  branches  on  one  card 
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but  each  branch  has  a  shelf-list  of  the  books  contained  in 
that  branch.  The  official  cards  and  sheUf«list  cards  there- 
fore number  about  the  same,  46,989. 

In  a  record  for  ten  months  15,223  book  cards  and  book 
pockets  were  written  besides  over  6,000  books  for  which 
either  book  card  or  pocket  was  written.  This  does  not 
include  much  work  done  by  apprentices  of  which  no  record 
was  kept.  In  ten  months  call  numbers  were  written  on  the 
backs  of  12,642  books.  In  July  and  August  a  great  deal 
of  this  mechanical  work  was  done  which  is  not  included 
in  these  figures. 

Below  are  tabulated  the  volumes  cataloged  and  the 
cards  filed  during  the  past  year,  and  the  totals  to  date  for 
the  various  libraries. 


lUia 

VoluMS  ■itriog^J 

CBtakv  esidt  tU«d 

1907-08 

ToUltodato 

1007<OB 

Total  to  dAtt 

For  Adults   

11,669 
1,906 

49,881 
8,588 

19,701 
1,666 

95,289 

For  Children 

9,826 

Total  for  Main 

13,675 

58,854 

21,866 

105,065 

The  following  table  includes  the  cataloging  of  books  for 
the  Crescent  Hill  and  Parkland  branches  although  these 
branches  are  not  yet  in  operation. 
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VotamMCtttek««l 

Gatateeaidafllod 

Bmaeh— 

19QT-06 

Total  to  date 

Totoltodato 
forehlldroB 

1M7-08 

Total  to  datt 

Colored  Bnmeh... 
Cr.  Hill  Branch   . 
Highland  Branch . 
Parkland  Branch . 
Portland  Branch. . 

1,530 
1,747 
1,411 
1,780 
1,227 

5,546 
1,747 
5,580 
1,780 
4,630 

2,549 
684 

2,028 
700 

1,542 

2,316 
4,723 
9,290 
4,343 
3,114 

10,796 
4,728 

15,319 
4,343 

13,433 

Total  for  Branches 
Total  for  Main . . . 

7,695 
13,575 

19,283 
58,354 

7,503 
8,583 

23,786 
21,366 

48,613 
105,065 

Grand  Total 

21,270 

77,637 

16,036 

45,152 

153,678     ' 

Branch  Library  Catalogs.  New  books  are  sent  to  the 
branches  every  two  weeks  but  exceptions  are  made  for 
rush  books.  Of  the  4,168  books  added  this  year  to  the 
branches  not  one  has  been  misplaced  in  shipping.  The  head 
of  the  department  spent  half  a  day  each  month,  excepting 
in  July  and  August  at  each  branch  making  the  necessary 
subject  heading  references  and  additions  to  the  catalog  for 
the  month.  In  a  few  instances  an  assistant  was  sent  for 
an  extra  half  day  to  finish  the  work.  The  time  saved  by 
the  omission  of  the  accession  number  on  the  catalog  card 
is  quite  noticeable  in  the  branch  cataloging. 

Polytechnic  Library.  From  the  records  there  should 
be  about  28,000  volumes  of  this  library  still  to  be  cataloged, 
but  there  are  probably  not  this  many  uncataloged  books 
actually  on  the  shelves.  Those  remaining  are  oversized 
books,  bound  newspapers,  reports  of  societies,  etc.,  and 
books  in  foreign  languages,  especially  French  and  Italian, 
many  of  which  were  published  in  the  eighteenth  century. 

Pamphlet  Cataloging.  Besides  the  regular  catalog  of 
books  there  is  a  classed  catalog  of  pamphlets.    In  this  cata- 
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log  the  cards  for  the  immphlets  are  arranged  by  the  decimal 
classification  numbers  according  to  the  subject  of  the 
pamphlets.  The  number  on  the  card  indicates  an  envelope 
in  which  the  pamphlet  sought  and  all  pamphlets  on  the  same 
subject  may  be  found.  Pamphlets  are  classified  and  listed  as 
soon  as  received  as  usually  their  value  is  in  their  timeli- 
ness. The  total  number  of  pamphlets  listed  is  1,581,  of 
which  probably  one  half  have  been  added  during  the  past 
year. 

A  list  is  kept  to  date  of  all  government  pamphlets  which 
are  not  accessioned  or  which  will  appear  later  in  bound 
form.  The  list  is  by  government  departments,  so  that  it 
may  be  used  with  the  government  indexes. 

Bulletins.  A  list  is  published  in  the  newspapers  on 
Friday  of  the  books  added  to  the  library  during  the  previous 
week.  There  have  been  85  of  these  lists  this  year.  In  April 
the  first  number  of  the  library  bulletin  appeared  as  a 
pamphlet  of  sixteen  pages  and  the  second  number  was 
printed  in  May.  The  bulletin  will  be  issued  at  intervals 
of  a  month  or  more  and  will  contain  a  list  of  the  additions 
to  the  library  classified  as  the  books  are  classified  on  the 
shelves.  It  will  also  contain  lists  of  books  in  the  library  on 
subjects  of  special  interest.  At  the  end  of  the  twelve 
months  an  index  will  form  a  brief  cumulation  of  all  the 
additions  of  the  year. 

Library  of  Congress  Cards.  The  filing  of  the  original 
shipment  of  the  deposit  catalog  cards  is  now  done.  Al- 
though the  catalog  is  of  inestimable  value,  we  feel  that  in 
part  it  has  been  earned  by  the  great  amount  of  alphabeting 
and  filing  which  was  necessary.  With  the  117,000  cards 
filed  this  year  the  catalog  probably  consists  of  some  850,000 
cards.  After  this  it  will  require  only  the  filing  of  the 
40,000  or  60,000  current  cards  as  the  cards  now  come 
alphabeted. 

The  library  purchased  this  year  for  its  use  86,103 
Library  of  Congress  cards. 

The  department  was  unfortunate  in  not  being  able  to 
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secure  a  classifier  for  some  three  months  after  the  resigna- 
tion of  Miss  Mumford.  Since  February  1  Miss  Margaret 
Norton  has  filled  the  position  with  tact  and  ability.  Six 
months  of  the  year  there  has  been  one  less  assistant  than 
last  year.  During  a  week  in  July  the  time  of  the  whole 
department  was  given  to  aid  in  moving  the  closed  shelf 
books  and  to  take  the  invoice. 

In  its  old  location  this  department  labored  under  many 
disadvantages,  to  which  the  light  and  airy  quarters  of  the 
new  building  present  a  very  pleasing  contrast.  With  per- 
sonal discomfiture  removed,  we  can  now  apply  ourselves 
to  cataloging  unreservedly  and  with  much  more  satisfac- 
tory results. 

Harriet  B.  Gooch 

Head  of  Catalog  Department 


CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT 

At  the  very  entrance  to  the  library  is  the  delivery  room, 
the  only  show  place  in  the  building,  and  yet  its  plans  for 
usefulness  are  at  once  evidenced  by  the  location  of  the 
delivery  desk,  which  is  near  the  entrance  in  front  and  near 
the  book  stacks  in  the  rear.  Just  off  one  end  of  the  room 
is  the  public  catalog  and  off  the  other  are  the  headquarters 
for  the  Circulation  Department. 

Books  from  the  stacks  are  delivered  to  readers  at  this 
desk.  Here  is  also  kept  the  union  registration  file  and  the 
record  of  all  books  drawn  from  the  stack  and  open  shelf 
rooms.  All  books  drawn  from  these  rooms  are  returned 
and  discharged  here  and  then  distributed  to  the  proper 
shelves. 

The  open  shelf  feature  which  proved  so  popular  at  the 
old  building  has  been  most  fully  recognized  by  devoting  to 
it  the  entire  west  wing  first  fioor  98  by  38  feet.  Here 
there  is  shelf  capacity  for  20,000  volumes,  abundant  seating 
room  and  tables  for  the  comfort  of  readers  who  may  browse 
at  will  among  the  books,  sit  down  and  sample  any  they 
choose  and  exercise  the  fullest  freedom  of  time  and  taste 
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in  selecting  books  for  their  private  reading.  Entrance  and 
exit  are  through  turnstiles  alongside  the  charging  desk  at 
the  door,  which  simplifies  the  problem  of  supervision. 

The  spreading  out  of  the  books  over  a  wider  surface 
on  the  five  stack  fioors  and  the  more  distant  location  of  the 
oi>en  shelf  room  from  the  main  delivery  desk  requires  more 
walking  on  the  part  of  assistants  to  cover  the  ground  not- 
withstanding the  electric  elevator,  book  hoist  and  other 
devices  for  facilitating  the  speedy  delivery  of  books. 


Report  of  the  Circulation  Department 

To  the  lAbrarian: 

The  year  shows  a  marked  increase  in  attendance,  regis- 
tration and  circulation. 

Attendance,  Below  are  comparative  statistics  of  at- 
tendance for  two  years.  The  July  and  August  record  at 
Main  for  week  days  is  estimated,  no  exact  record  having 
been  kept  at  the  new  building,  which  opened  for  circulation 
July  27  after  being  closed  one  week  for  moving  and  other 
preparations.  The  main  library  was  therefore  open  800 
days  for  circulation  and  64  for  reading  and  reference,  the 
branches  806  for  circulation  and  56  for  reading  and  refer- 
ence. The  record  of  the  1907  Sunday  attendance  has  been 
corrected. 


T«ar 


1907-8 

1906-7 

Increase  .. 

Sunday  '08 
Sunday  '07 
Increase  . . 


ICftin 

Hiffhluid 

Portland 

Colond 

463,670 

415,948 

47,722 

62,698 
51,267 
11,441 

74,318 
56,123 
18,195 

48,714 

43,548 

5,166 

9,817 
7,973 
1,844 

2,267 

1,635 

632 

4,559 

8,830 

r29 

1,874 

1,443 

431 

TMal 


649,400 

566,876 

82,524 

18,514 

14,881 

3,636 


Registration.  Additions  during  the  year  Main  4,698, 
Highland  662,  Portland  789,  Colored  1,022,  total  7,111,  can- 
celed on  account  of  death  64,  withdrawals  from  city  121, 
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leaving  net  gain  for  the  year  6,926.  The  total  number  of 
borrowers  registered  since  the  opening  of  the  library  in 
1905  is  35,147,  canceled  and  withdrawn  785,  leaving  a  total 
live  registration  to  date  of  34,362. 

Circulation.     Comparative  statistics  for  the  last  two 
years  are  given. 


Ymt 

— s 

Main 

Hiffh. 

Port. 

Col*d 

Statkma 

Tbtal 

1907-8 

263,879 

261,006 

12,873 

879 

820 

46,739 

38,764 

7,975 

164 

126 

59,918 

47,777 

12,141 

196 

166 

23,236 

23,080 

166 

76 

75 

60,632 
27,541 
23,091 

444.404 

1906-7 

388.168 

Increase    

Ave.  daily  '06 . 

56,236 

Ave.  daily  '07 . 

From  the  stations  12,674  volumes  were  circulated  among 
the  colored  people,  making  the  total  colored  circulation 
this  year  35,910  as  against  30,259  last  year,  a  mistake  of 
160  having  been  made  in  last  year's  report. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  use  of  German  books, 
1,745  this  year  against  1,456  last.  Books  in  other  languages 
chiefly  French  numbered  519  this  year  against  749  last 
year.  Total  books  in  foreign  languages  is  2,264  against 
2,205  last  year. 

During  the  three  summer  months  only  160  volumes  were 
taken  out  under  the  special  summer  privilege,  25  fiction  and 
135  non-fiction. 

The  circulation  by  classes  and  percentage  of  each  class 
will  be  found  in  Appendix  B.  The  table  below  shows  the 
percentage  of  fiction  circulated  each  year  since  the  opening 
of  the  library. 


1905-6 
1906-7 
1907-« 


llAin 


80 
76 
73 


Hiffh. 


78 
72 
69 


Jrort. 


66 

58 
61 


Cord 


56 
43 
46 
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Open  Shelves.  This  department  of  the  library  bids 
fair  to  be  more  popular  now  than  ever  before,  since  tables, 
comfortable  chairs  and  good  lights  have  been  provided.  It 
is  not  only  a  fine  place  to  select  books  but  also  a  comfortable 
and  attractive  reading  room.  It  is  constantly  occupied  by 
large  numbers  of  readers.  During  the  year  just  closed 
189,698  volumes,  or  90  per  cent  of  the  adult  circulation  at 
Main,  were  taken  from  the  open  shelves  for  home  use.  One 
attendant  and  two  pages  are  constantly  on  duty  in  this 
department. 

Reserves  and  Fines.  There  were  14,097  reserve  postals 
mailed  to  borrowers  during  the  year.  The  amounts  re- 
ceived from  fines  were  Main  $1,081.82,  Highland  $164.78, 
Portland  $67.13,  Colored  $76.31,  total  $1,368.64. 

Overdue  notices  sent  from  Main  numbered  6,611,  High- 
land 636,  Portland  269,  Colored  721,  total  8,127. 

The  assistants  in  the  department  have  readily  adapted 
themselves  to  conditions  at  the  new  building  and  are  doing 
efficient  and  satisfactory  work. 

A.  V.  Pollard 
Head  of  Ciretdation  Department 


REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

This  department  occupies  the  magnificent  room  98  by 
38  feet  in  the  east  wing  of  the  first  fioor.  The  furnishings 
are  in  keeping  with  its  dimensions.  The  floor  is  covered 
with  the  best  grade  of  cork  carpet.  There  are  two  rows  of 
large,  dignified  tables  surrounded  by  generous  aisles  and 
comfortable  chairs.  Shelving  and  periodical  racks  extend 
entirely  around  the  room.  Above  them  the  walls  tinted  in 
quiet  green  are  hung  with  the  library's  most  beautiful  and 
valuable  paintings  refinished  at  great  cost.  The  general 
effect  of  the  room  is  one  of  stately  simplicity  and  the  quiet 
atmosphere  is  conducive  to  study  and  research. 

This  department's  sphere  of  activity  covers  almost  the 
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entire  library  including  the  newspaper  reading  room  now 
located  in  the  basement  and  the  stack  room  of  five  stories. 
The  effect  of  this  extended  floorage  is  therefore  felt  here 
especially  even  with  the  services  of  a  page,  which  had  been 
added  before  the  occupation  of  the  new  building.  Naturally 
the  demands  on  this  part  of  the  library  have  increased, 
which  is  gratifying  in  view  of  the  special  efforts  that  have 
been  made  to  demonstrate  its  practical  value  not  only  to 
the  professional  classes  but  also  to  business  men. 


Report  of  the  Reference  Department 

To  the  Librarian: 

The  number  of  visitors  to  the  reading  and  reference 
room  for  the  year  has  been  859466,  an  increase  of  9,789 
over  the  previous  year.  The  increase  in  the  use  of  refer- 
ence books  has  been  even  greater.  A  record  of  the  more 
important  questions  asked  ^ows  15,180  topics  looked  up  by 
the  assistants.  These  figures  do  not  include  the  large  use 
of  the  department  by  those  readers  and  students  who  do 
not  require  assistance. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  new  building  there  has  been  a 
still  more  noticeable  growth  in  the  reference  use  of  the 
library.  During  August,  the  first  full  month  spent  in  the 
new  quarters,  twice  as  many  topics  were  looked  up  as  in 
the  same  month  of  the  preceding  year.  The  evening  use 
of  the  reading  room  has  been  notable  both  in  number  and 
character  of  readers.  A  majority  of  the  old  patrons  of  the 
reading  room  have  followed  the  library  to  the  new  building 
and  many  new  ones  have  come. 

New  Reading  and  Reference  Room.  The  dignity  and 
beauty  of  the  new  room  seem  to  make  quietness  of  voice 
and  movement  instinctive  even  with  the  youngest  readers. 
This  happy  effect  has  helped  greatly  in  the  task,  always 
difficult  where  reference  room  and  periodical  reading  room 
are  combined  in  one,  of  securing  a  quiet  atmosphere  for 
those  who  are  doing  serious  work.    The  room  has  been  so 
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planned,  with  the  periodical  cases  built  across  the  east  end» 
that  most  of  the  casual  readers  are  naturally  sesrregated 
there,  leaving  the  west  end  for  those  who  are  doing  refer- 
ence work.  The  reference  books  proper  are  shelved  around 
the  west  end,  conveniently  near  the  desk.  The  sets  of 
bound  magazines,  indexed  in  Poole  and  the  Readers'  Guide, 
are  shelved  along  the  south  wall  and  middle  section  of  the 
north  wall,  and  the  collection  of  standard  authors  along  the 
farther  end  of  the  north  wall. 

The  simple  device  of  widening  to  14  inches  the  sloping 
shelf  under  the  two  windows  nearest  the  doors,  has  made 
an  excellent  place  for  consulting  English  dictionaries  on 
one  side  and  foreign  dictionaries  on  the  other.  The  shelf 
back  of  the  reference  desk  on  which  Poole  and  other  in- 
dexes are  kept  has  also  been  widened  to  17^  inches,  for 
convenience  in  the  consultation  of  these  much  used  volumes. 

The  new  periodical  cases  with  their  attractive  vertical 
arrangement  showing  the  covers  and  titles  of  the  current 
magazines,  and  the  convenient  cupboards  below  with  sliding 
shelves  for  unbound  back  numbers,  are  much  appreciated 
by  readers,  as  are  the  comfortable  leather  upholstered 
chairs  which  stand  near  them.  The  atlas  case  is  accessibly 
placed  at  the  east  end  of  the  room.  There  is  need  of  a 
standard  globe,  a  map  case  and  a  second  vertical  file. 

Demands  upon  the  Department  The  sources  from 
which  the  constantly  increasing  requests  for  information 
come  are  much  the  same  as  those  outlined  and  classified 
in  last  year's  report ;  schools,  dubs,  professional  men,  me- 
chanics and  engineers,  business  houses,  special  students  and 
writers,  genealogical  students,  and  the  general  public.  The 
special  features  of  the  year's  demand  have  been  a  growing 
interest  in  the  library  on  the  part  of  men,  who  have  come 
to  it  for  information  on  every  sort  of  practical  question, 
from  the  method  of  organizing  a  stock  company  to  the  latest 
improvements  in  vacuum  pans  or  filter  plates ;  and  the  reg- 
ular use  of  the  reference  library  as  a  working  laboratory 
by  the  students  of  the  new  University  of  Louisville.  The 
professors  of  literature  and  history  in  particular  have  thor- 
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oughly  gone  over  the  resources  of  the  library,  have  turned 
in  definite  requests  and  valuable  suggestions  for  additional 
material,  and  have  sent  their  students  to  the  library  in 
large  numbers.  Several  shelves  are  given  up  to  material 
set  aside  for  the  use  of  the  university  classes,  and  lists  have 
been  prepared  for  them  on  assigned  topics  in  English  and 
Classical  literature,  Greek  and  Roman,  Mediaeval  and  Eng- 
lish history,  and  in  psychology.  This  work  has  also  been 
done  with  the  high  schools,  as  heretofore. 

The  department  is  called  upon  by  inquirers  through- 
out Kentucky  and  the  South.  Reading  lists,  out- 
lines of  club  programs,  letters  of  information,  suggestions 
as  to  material  on  given  subjects,  and  often  the  material 
itself,  are  sent  out  weekly  to  libraries,  clubs  and  individuals 
not  only  in  the  state  but  out  of  it.  As  in  previous  years 
the  Library  of  Ck>ngress  has  been  generous  in  giving  data 
and  lending  books  where  our  resources  have  failed. 

Reading  Lists  and  Bibliographies.  During  the  year 
169  reading  lists  and  bibliographies  have  been  compiled  for 
clubs,  schools,  individuals  or  for  general  publicity  use  by 
the  library.  Among  the  more  important  are  the  following : 
List  of  books,  government  publications  and  magazine  ar- 
ticles on  pure  food,  printed  and  distributed  by  the  Kentucky 
State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs ;  list  on  tuberculosis,  of 
which  12,000  copies  were  printed  and  distributed  at  the 
Tuberculosis  Elxhibition,  held  January  11  to  24,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Kentucky  Anti-Tuberculosis  Association; 
list  of  detective  stories  in  the  library,  of  which  10,000 
copies  were  printed  for  distribution ;  list  on  missions,  sub- 
divided under  countries,  for  the  Interdenominational  Mis- 
sionary Union  of  Louisville;  list  of  the  most  important 
Kentucky  authors  and  their  works  for  the  Library  of 
Southern  Literature,  now  being  compiled  at  the  University 
of  Virginia ;  lists  on  Restriction  of  inmiigration.  History  of 
literary  criticism.  Forestry,  Labor  problems.  Physical  su- 
pervision of  school  children,  Reading  for  high  school  pupils ; 
Rural  school  improvement ;  Southern  literary  centers. 

Many  of  the  lists  mentioned  have  appeared  in  the  local 
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newspapers.  The  library  scrap-book  kept  by  this  depart- 
ment shows  a  total  of  325  clippings  for  the  year  including 
not  only  book-lists  but  also  news  articles  on  every  sort  of 
subject  pertaining  to  the  library,  printed  in  the  four  leading 
local  papers. 

Periodicals  and  Newspaper  Reading  Room.  The  list 
of  periodicals  on  file  in  the  reading  and  reference  room  and 
the  newspaper  reading  room  numbers  303,  of  which  40  are 
dailies,  74  weeklies,  and  189  monthlies  and  quarterlies.  Of 
these,  three  are  in  the  French  language,  five  in  German.  A 
list  is  given  in  appendix  D.  The  department  has  lent  for 
temporary  use  2,791  periodicals  and  reference  books. 

Calls  for  current  and  back  numbers  of  the  local  and 
other  newspapers  are  frequent,  and  with  the  aid  of  Street's 
Pandex  of  the  News,  a  large  number  of  questions  are  an- 
swered through  the  newspaper  files.  For  this  reason  it 
seems  desirable  that  at  least  one  New  York  paper  be  bound 
in  permanent  form  to  supplement  the  local  files. 

The  location  of  the  newspaper  reading  room  in  the  bas- 
ment  has  increased  the  labor  of  supervision.  The  daily 
checking  and  filing  of  the  current  papers  and  the  filing  and 
care  of  the  back  numbers  together  with  the  bringing  of 
bound  newspaper  volumes  or  unbound  numbers  to  and 
from  the  files  for  reference  use  occupies  each  day  a  consid- 
erable amount  of  the  page's  time. 

Extension  Work.  The  amount  of  extension  work 
which  may  be  done  by  this  department  is  limited  by  the 
rapidly  growing  volume  of  work  in  the  main  department 
itself.  Many  cherished  projects  have  been  deferred  for  lack 
of  time.  Talks  about  the  library  were  however  given  before 
various  schools  white  and  colored.  In  addition  to  the  in- 
formal talks  before  a  number  of  literary  and  civic  clubs,  a 
talk  on  ''Books  as  interpreters  of  life''  was  given  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Business  Woman's  Club. 

Visits  were  made  by  the  reference  librarian  to  the 
branches,  as  heretofore,  and  after  each  visit  a  list  of  needed 
reference  books  was  prepared.    Special  attention  was  given 


Fourth  AnmuU  Report  41 

to  the  Colored  Branch,  which  is  doing  a  remarkable  amount 
of  good  reference  work. 

In  the  interest  of  cooperation  in  reference  work,  visits 
were  made  to  the  New  Albany  and  Jeffersonville  public 
libraries,  to  the  libraries  of  the  Baptist  and  the  Presby- 
terian Theological  seminaries  and  to  the  library  of  Temple 
Adath  Israel. 

For  the  cordial  support  of  the  librarian  and  the  trustees 
and  for  the  cooperation  of  our  own  untiring  reference  room 
workers  and  of  many  members  of  the  staff,  sincere  appre- 
ciation is  expressed. 

Marilla  Waite  Freeman 

Head  of  Reference  Department 


CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENT 

All  things  considered,  a  finer  room  than  that  at  the 
west  end  of  the  second  floor  60  by  38  feet  could  not  have 
been  chosen  for  the  children,  even  though  their  noisy  pass- 
ing up  and  down  the  marble  stairs  in  the  main  delivery 
room  daily  disturbs  the  library  atmosphere.  The  room  with 
its  furniture  all  specially  designed,  the  graduated  tables 
and  chairs,  the  low  shelves  broken  at  intervals  by  window 
seats  and  surmounted  by  hinged  bulletin  boards  covered 
with  pictures  produce  an  irresistible  charm. 

The  annex  to  it  is  the  teachers'  room  29  by  23  feet, 
which  serves  not  only  as  an  office  for  the  department  and 
a  convenient  place  for  the  collection  of  circulating  pictures 
etc.  but  also  as  an  attractive  place  where  teachers  may  rest 
and  read  and  keep  in  touch  with  the  many  aids  provided  for 
them.  This  room  is  a  concrete  expression  of  the  library's 
attitude  toward  the  schools  in  general. 

From  the  beginning  the  library  has  recognized  that  one 
of  its  chief  functions  is  to  supplement  the  work  of  the 
schools  and  to  develop  the  library  habit  in  children  while 
they  are  of  school  age.  In  this  way  it  will  best  prepare 
them  through  the  use  of  books  to  continue  through  life  that 
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education  which  in  the  case  of  most  children  unfortunately 
reaches  only  the  lower  grades. 

The  reports  of  the  Children's  Department  covering  the 
three  years  of  its  existence  show  that  the  efforts  of  the 
library  have  met  with  a  ready  response  on  the  part  of  the 
children  and  of  many  teachers,  who  have  been  quick  to 
realize  its  value  to  them  in  their  work.  The  possibilities 
in  this  direction,  though  great  even  now,  could  be  largely 
increased  by  a  more  clearly  defined  cooperation  with  the 
schools.  Nevertheless  opportunities  for  service  of  this  kind 
are  not  lacking.  Many  requests  for  stations  and  teachers' 
collections  can  not  be  granted  for  lack  of  funds. 


Report  of  the  Children's  Department 

To  the  Librarian: 

The  most  significant  feature  of  the  Children's  Depart- 
ment during  the  last  year  was  its  steady  growth  and  its 
fulfilling  of  the  promises  for  larger  developments  which 
were  hoped  for  but  hardly  expected.  This  report  covers 
the  work  with  children  at  the  main  library,  the  three 
branches,  eleven  stations  and  26  class  room  collections. 

The  total  registration  through  these  agencies  was  3,072 
white  and  720  colored  children,  making  a  total  to  date  of 
11,975  white  and  2,157  colored  juvenile  members.  A  total 
of  166,357  juvenile  books  were  circulated  during  the  year, 
37  per  cent  of  the  entire  circulation;  55,840  at  the  main 
children's  room,  59,885  at  the  three  branches,  37,958  at 
white  stations  and  12,674  at  the  colored  stations. 

Main  Children's  Room.  Despite  the  increase  of  circu- 
lation of  books  through  the  branch  libraries,  stations  and 
teachers'  collections,  the  popularity  of  the  main  children's 
room  has  increased.  Not  only  have  the  children  continued 
to  come  in  great  numbers  but  more  parents  and  teachers 
have  become  interested. 

Through  cooperation  with  supervisors  and  teachers  we 
are  enabled  to  be  of  greater  service  to  the  children  in  their 
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school  reference  work  which  has  grown  to  be  very  unport- 
ant.  A  gratifying  increase  in  the  circulation  of  non-fiction 
books  is  noted. 

The  opening  of  the  comfortable  and  beautifully  ap- 
pointed children's  room  in  the  new  building  on  July  26 
marked  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  work  with  children. 
Equipped  with  all  the  newest  and  best  appointments  the 
main  library  has  the  material  requirements  for  doing  larger 
and  better  work  in  the  future. 

Branches,  The  effort  made  hertofore  to  unify  the  chil- 
dren's work  at  the  main  library  and  branches  was  continued 
during  last  year.  Juvenile  books  which  had  proven  their 
worth  at  the  main  children's  room  were  duplicated  for  the 
branches.  Juvenile  books  for  the  Parkland  and  Crescent 
Hill  branches  which  are  to  be  opened  in  fall  were  selected. 
A  story  hour  outline  with  reference  list  was  sent  to  each 
branch  each  month,  the  plan  being  to  follow  a  uniform 
course  of  stories  to  be  told.  Reading  and  civic  improvement 
clubs  for  children  and  young  people  are  a  feature  at  each  of 
the  three  branches.  Schools  in  the  neighborhood  of  branches 
were  visited  by  the  children's  librarian  in  order  to  direct 
the  pupils  to  the  branch  nearest  thenL 

Stations.  Perhaps  no  feature  of  the  work  with  chil- 
dren has  made  such  rapid  strides  as  the  work  at  stations. 
Since  the  last  annual  report  three  new  white  stations  and 
two  for  the  colored  children  were  organized,  making  a  total 
of  seven  white  and  four  colored  stations. 

It  was  found  best  to  discontinue  the  work  at  Delmont 
Station  since  the  children  of  that  neighborhood  are  supplied 
with  books  through  the  class  room  collections  at  Cabel 
Street  School. 

This  year  all  station  work  was  discontinued  for  the 
summer.  The  books  had  received  hard  wear  and  were  in 
need  of  repair.  All  books  were  called  in  during  June, 
checked  up,  all  records  cleared  and  new  collections  were 
made  up  to  be  sent  out  in  September.  The  special  station 
slip  system  used  in  Pittsburg  and  Buffalo  has  been  adopted. 
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By  this  method  the  original  book  slips  are  kept  on  file  at 
the  library.    This  system  greatly  simplifies  the  work. 

Principals,  teachers  and  pupils  joined  in  expressing 
their  appreciation  of  the  privilege  of  having  the  books  at 
the  schools. 

Class-room  Collections.  In  addition  to  the  eleven 
stations  9,911  books  were  circulated  through  26  class-room 
collections.  These  collections  consist  of  from  25  to  40  books 
selected  by  teachers  from  the  shelves  of  the  children's  room. 
They  are  sent  only  to  schools  which  are  at  too  great  a  dis- 
tance from  any  library  center. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  school  year  urgent  requests 
came  to  us  from  teachers  to  continue  sending  books  next 
year.  The  possibilities  for  expansion  in  this  direction  will 
be  limited  only  by  the  number  of  books  obtainable  for  the 
purpose. 

Work  with  Schools.  Aside  from  the  work  with  sta- 
tions and  teachers'  collections  which  might  weU  be  classed 
under  this  heading,  efforts  are  made  to  bring  about  a  still 
closer  relationship  by  supplementing  these  phases  of  work 
with  visits  to  the  schools,  through  reference  work  with 
the  younger  pupils  and  through  a  more  direct  cooperation 
with  teachers. 

The  reference  work  done  by  the  department  is  steadily 
increasing  in  scope  and  quality  since  the  teachers  have 
learned  that  it  is  to  their  advantage  to  consult  the  library 
before  assigning  reference  topics  to  their  pupils.  There 
were  frequent  calls  for  special  reading  lists  for  classes  and 
individuals.  Mimeographed  lists  of  books  for  teachers 
and  mothers  were  in  great  demand.  An  annotated  printed 
list  of  books  for  Sunday  school  workers  was  distributed 
to  the  delegates  and  visitors  to  the  International  Sunday 
School  Convention  which  met  here  in  June. 

Teachers*  Library.  The  origin  of  the  large  well  ap- 
pointed teachers'  room  adjoining  the  children's  room  at  the 
main  library  can  be  traced  to  the  opening  of  the  first  chil- 
dren's room  three  years  ago  at  the  old  building.  At  the 
request  of  some  of  the  more  progressive  teachers  a  few 
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shelves  of  books  of  special  interest  to  teachers  were  set 
aside.  In  time  these  shelves  gave  way  to  a  teachers'  comer 
which  was  in  great  favor  by  busy  teachers,  who  found  here 
the  books  that  held  for  them  information  and  inspiration. 
So  necessary  had  this  feature  of  the  library  become  to  the 
teachers  that  it  was  but  natural  that  the  room  adjoining 
the  children's  room  at  the  new  building  should  be  set  aside 
as  a  study  room  and  rest  room  for  teachers.  Here  are  kept 
books  on  pedagogy  and  methods  as  well  as  a  model  collec- 
tion of  graded  books  from  which  teachers  may  select  those 
books  which  they  wish  to  have  sent  to  them  as  class-room 
collections. 

The  6,000  mounted  pictures  which  have  been  used  by 
teachers  for  the  last  tluree  years  are  now  filed  in  a  con- 
venient Harvard  picture  cabinet  in  this  room.  Large  easy 
chairs  add  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  teachers.  This 
teachers'  room  with  its  equipments  and  furnishings  has 
been  a  great  aid  in  bringing  about  the  cordial  relations 
which  exist  between  the  library  and  the  teaching  force  of 
the  city. 

Story  Hour.  Since  the  children  of  Louisville  have  had 
the  benefit  of  a  public  library  for  so  short  a  time,  it  is  not 
surprising  to  hear  from  the  teachers  of  English  at  the  high 
schools  that  pupils  came  to  them  who  are  not  familiar  with 
the  stories  which  every  child  should  know.  To  encourage 
the  reading  of  such  stories  some  of  them  were  included  in 
the  course  of  stories  for  older  children.  Among  them  were 
told  the  story  of  Beowulf,  some  of  the  Dickens  stories  which 
deal  with  child  characters,  stories  from  ballads  and  some 
of  the  American  classics  such  as  The  great  stone  face,  The 
man  without  a  country  and  Rip  Van  Winkle.  The  stories 
for  younger  children  were  chosen  entirely  from  Greek 
mythology.  Outlines  of  the  stories  with  reference  lists  were 
sent  to  each  branch  and  an  effort  was  made  to  follow  the 
same  plan  of  story  telling  there  which  is  followed  at  the 
main  children's  room. 

At  the  request  of  the  Forestry  Committee  of  the  Federa- 
tion of  Women's  Clubs,  the  members  df  this  committee  gave 
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a  series  of  four  lectures  on  forestry  to  the  children  at  the 
main  library  and  at  the  branches  during  November.  These 
lectures  were  illustrated  with  beautifully  mounted  pressed 
leaves,  twigs  and  fruits. 

Thanks  are  due  also  to  Miss  Lillie  E.  Levi,  who  gave  a 
most  interesting  account  of  "The  early  days  of  Louisville" 
and  Miss  Nannie  Lee  Frayser,  who  was  our  special  attrac- 
tion on  Bird  day. 

The  popularity  of  the  story  hour  is  steadily  increasing. 
Frequently  children  had  to  be  turned  away  for  lack  of  room. 

Library  Extension.  In  extending  the  work  of  the  de- 
partment the  children's  librarian  visited  265  class  rooms 
in  the  schools  of  the  city  and  spoke  to  pupils  and  teachers 
on  the  methods  of  the  library  and  what  it  is  ready  ta  do 
for  them.  She  also  spoke  to  four  mothers'  meetings  and 
three  teachers'  associations  on  various  phases  of  library 
work  with  children. 

Adeline  B.  Zachert 

Head  of  Children's  Department 


Highland  Branch 

This  the  first  completed  library  building  in  the  city 
and  the  first  branch  building  south  of  the  Ohio  river  was 
opened  February  8.  In  the  afternoon  the  children  were 
entertained  at  a  story  hour  by  Miss  Nannie  Lee  Frayser* 
In  the  evening  as  many  people  as  could  find  room  inspected 
the  building  and  enjoyed  the  following  program : 

*■ 

Program 

Chairman  Mayor  James  F.  Grinstead 

Inyocation    Dr.  T.  M.  Hawea 

Place  of  the  library  in  the  community Mr.  John  H.  Chandler 

Unpublished   poems Bfr.  Madison  Cawein 

Ten  minutes  of  story  telling Dr.  T.  M.  Hawes 

Books  and  business Mr.  E.  J.  McDermott 

Benediction  Dr.  E.  Y.  Mnllins 
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Mr.  Carnegie  having  been  invited  to  attend  the  exercises 
sent  this  telegram : 

New  York,  Feb.  7.  1908 
Wm.  F.  YuBt, 

Free  Pabllo  Library,  LouiBTiUe. 

ThankB  for  kind  invitation;  tho'  absent  in  body,  shall  be  with  yon 

tomorrow  in  spirit;  am  strong  in  the  faith  that  Looisyllle  will  reap  a 

rich  harvest  from  her  generous  public  library  policy. 

Andrew  Carnegie 

At  the  close  of  the  exercises  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted  unanimously : 

''Whereas  the  Highland  Branch  of  the  Louisville  Free 
Public  Library  has  been  made  possible  through  the  gener- 
osity of  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie^ 

Be  it  resolved.  That  we,  the  citizens  of  this  conmiunity, 
express  our  high  appreciation  of  Mr.  Carnegie's  public 
spirit  and  patriotic  devotion  in  establishing  public  libraries 
in  the  various  sections  of  our  country,  thus  fostering  the 
love  of  books  and  the  higher  spirit  of  culture  among  our 
people.  We  rejoice  in  particular  tonight  that  we  are  per- 
mitted to  enter  this  beautiful  building  devoted  to  the  higher 
interests  of  all  our  people. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  we  express  our  thanks  to 
Mr.  Carnegie  and  assure  him  that  his  gift,  which  has  made 
possible  this  happy  event,  has  been  well  bestowed ;  and  we 
believe  it  will  promote  the  peace,  growth  and  happiness  of 
our  people  in  coming  generations  and  make  for  the  eleva- 
tion of  all  our  life  and  civilization." 

The  sife,  which  cost  $4,000.00,  was  donated  by  the  citi- 
zens of  the  community.  The  iBoor  plans  and  description  of 
the  building  were  given  in  the  second  annual  report.  The 
cost  was 

Building  proper 127,838  10 

Light  Fixtures 519  27 

Improving  grounds 886  27 

Furnishings  2,850  68 


ToUl    131,094  32 


48 


Louisville  Free  Public  Library 


The  lease  on  the  room  where  the  library  was  conducted 
since  January  1905  expired  September  SO,  at  which  time 
it  was  moved  to  the  class  room  in  the  basement  of  the  new 
building.  Although  the  surroundings  there  were  noisy  at 
times  and  the  space  inadequate,  the  circulation  of  books 
was  continued  during  the  installation  of  furniture  with  an 
interruption  of  only  a  few  days. 


Report  of  the  Highland  Branch 

To  the  Librarian: 

There  is  satisfaction  in  the  thought  that  this  branch 
will  probably  not  be  moved  again  by  the  present  generation. 
Notwithstanding  the  disorder,  dust  and  inconvenience  inci- 
dent to  moving  the  library  twice  in  five  months,  only  12 
books  are  unaccounted  for  and  the  policeman  was  called 
but  once  to  quell  the  disturbing  element.  Since  the  opening 
much  time  and  patience  have  been  spent  in  adjusting  minor 
matters,  showing  the  building  to  visitors  and  training  the 
children  to  be  quiet.  A  civic  league  pledge  tacked  on  the 
bulletin  board,  which  200  children  have  signed  unasked,  has 
been  of  great  assistance  in  keeping  the  premises  clean. 

Attendance  and  Circulation.  The  table  below  gives  a 
good  idea  of  the  library's  growth  and  activity.  Of  the  regis- 
tered borrowers  788  came  from  other  libraries  in  the  city. 


Tmt  andiBff  Aivost  81 

VolaiBM 
inlibimnr 

AtUndanM 

BflVistarad 

VolmnM 
drmwB 

1906 

2,890 
3,697 
4,674 
6,881 

740 

1,606 
2,112 
2,764 

17,842 
84,686 

88,764 
46,789 

1906 

46,427 
61,267 
62,698 

1907 

1908 

The  percentage  of  fiction  drawn  this  year  was  71.  School 
children  above  the  fifth  grade  are  now  also  allowed  two 
books  at  a  time,  ''one  for  fliction  and  one  for  infliction,*'  as 
one  girl  remarked.    The  territory  served  is  long  and  nar- 
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row  80  that  patrons  at  the  extreme  ends  are  about  a  mile 
and  a  quarter  distant.  Many  of  those  who  come  by  car 
prefer  to  go  to  the  main  library,  where  the  field  of  choice 
is  wider. 

Periodicals.  Of  these  40  are  subscriptions  and  four 
daily  and  two  religious  weekly  newspapers  come  as  gifts. 
The  monthly  magazines  are  becoming  so  popular  that  nearly 
all  of  them  are  provided  with  covers  to  be  circulated  as 
soon  as  the  new  issue  arrives. 

Reference  Work.  No  complete  account  of  this  can  be 
given  because  much  is  done  by  the  readers  themselves,  but 
assistance  has  been  given  on  1,026  subjects  to  2,682  persons, 
nearly  all  pupils  from  the  grades  and  the  high  schools.  The 
school  children  are  so  much  in  evidence  now  that  work  with 
them  is  becoming  a  most  important  feature.  Much  indi- 
vidual work  is  done  with  young  people  who  quit  school  early 
to  become  breadwinners.  The  girls  are  guided  to  a  better 
class  of  fiction,  while  the  boys  when  shown  our  small  collec- 
tion of  books  on  science  will  often  run  away  with  the  bait. 

Story  Hour  and  Entertainments.  The  story  hour  con- 
ducted by  Miss  Berryman  with  a  total  attendance  of  1,408 
is  a  decided  success.  The  lecture  and  club  rooms  are  fre- 
quently used.  In  the  club  room  the  Mothers'  Club  and  the 
W.  T.  U.  meet  once  a  month.  In  October  Miss  Emilie 
Yunker  gave  a  talk  on  trees  and  showed  many  mounted 
specimens  of  leaves  and  branches.  The  stereopticon  views 
given  by  the  Ballard  flour  mill  company  on  ''Wheat  and 
flour''  proved  so  popular  that  they  had  to  be  repeated  five 
times.  Miss  May  Stone  of  the  social  settlement  at  Hindman 
spoke  on  her  work  in  the  mountains  and  exhibited  baskets 
and  coverlids  made  by  the  mountain  women. 

Mary  B.  Pratt 

Branch  lAbrarian 
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Portland  Branch 

The  site  proposed  for  the  new  building  in  this  section 
and  the  objections  to  it  were  described  in  last  year's  report. 
Since  then  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  situation  and 
the  branch  continues  in  rented  quarters  at  537  North 
Twenty-sixth  Street,  where  a  fine  large  room  for  general 
purposes,  a  small  one  for  clubs  and  classes  together  with 
suitable  work  and  rest  space  for  the  assistants  are  obtained 
on  very  liberal  terms  from  the  Lewis  Hall  Association.  So 
long  as  it  remains  in  this  location  it  will  probably  continue 
to  stand  highest  in  circulation  and  lowest  in  cost  of  main- 
tenance among  all  the  branches.  These  two  facts  have  a 
very  important  bearing  on  the  question  of  a  site  for  a  new 
building,  in  which  the  operating  expenses  will  necessarily 
be  much  larger.  Unquestionably  the  new  location  should  be 
as  near  as  possible  to  the  center  of  the  population  to  be 
served. 


Report  of  the  Portland  Branch 

To  the  Librarian: 

The  number  of  books  in  the  library  has  increased  from 
8,628  last  year  to  4,679,  the  attendance  from  56,123  to 
74,318,  the  number  of  registered  borrowers  from  2,408  to 
3,147,  the  circulation  from  47,777  to  59,918  volumes. 

Circulation.  Of  the  books  drawn  36,532,  or  61  per  cent, 
were  fiction.  Other  favorite  classes  are  periodicals,  history, 
travel  and  literature.  Very  little  if  any  change  in  the  per- 
centage of  non-fiction  drawn  was  produced  by  the  rear- 
rangement of  the  books,  placing  non-fiction  on  shelves  both 
above  and  below  the  fiction  extending  around  the  room. 
Although  there  is  public  access  to  all  the  books,  the  inven- 
tory shows  only  12  volumes  missing  for  the  year. 

Reference  Work.  The  2,893  reference  topics  looked  up 
for  4,861  persons  were  varied  and  interesting.  These  figures 


I 
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do  not  include  many  who  consult  reference  books  without 
assistance.  For  special  days  and  topics  all  books  and  clip- 
pings relating  to  them  are  placed  within  easy  reach  of  the 
patrons. 

Club  Work.  The  dub  work  at  this  branch  is  a  prom- 
inent feature.  The  attendance  during  the  ten  months  was 
1,493.  The  summer  months  were  devoted  with  pleasure 
and  profit  to  caring  for  a  flower  garden  surrounding  the 
library.  A  course  of  lectures  on  parliamentary  law  given 
by  Miss  A.  J.  Hamilton  has  increased  the  ambition  of  both 
boys  and  girls  to  continue  it  the  coming  winter.  The  girls' 
club  sent  to  the  Kentucky  Mountains  a  traveling  library 
of  60  well  selected  volumes.  These  books  had  been  read  by 
the  club  members  and  were  purchased  from  the  club  funds. 

Story  Hour.  The  club  idea  has  become  so  popular 
that  all  story  hour  classes  have  been  organized  on  the  same 
plan,  making  an  additional  club  of  children  in  grades  one  to 
three  and  another  in  grades  four  to  seven.  They  have 
studied  some  of  the  American  poets  and  writers  in  connec- 
tion with  some  of  the  simpler  ]^ems  and  works. 

lake  Oliver  Twist  with  his  cry  for  "more"  the  people 
are  continually  asking  for  more  books.  More  books  are 
needed  more  than  a  permanent  building,  which  is  a  con- 
summation decidedly  distant. 

Jennie  Owen  Cochran 

Branch  Librarian 


Colored  Branch 

The  wisdom  of  the  Trustees  in  establishing  this  branch 
has  been  demonstrated.  Results  fully  justify  the  belief  held 
from  the  beginning  that  in  this  way  would  the  library 
system  be  made  most  beneficial  to  the  40,000  colored  people 
of  the  city.  Comparative  statistics  covering  the  three  years 
since  the  library  was  opened  are  very  satisfactory  and 
encouraging.  They  show  that  in  the  last  two  years  the 
number  of  volumes  in  the  branch  has  doubled ;  that  in  the 
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first  year  almost  twice  as  many  adults  as  children  were  en- 
rolled, whereas  this  ratio  was  reversed  in  each  of  the  next 
two  years,  so  that  now  the  children  comprise  64  per  cent 
of  the  registered  borrowers.  This  percentage  should  be 
slightly  reduced  on  account  of  those  who  have  passed  the 
age  of  12  since  their  enrollment  and  hence  should  be  classed 
as  adults.  The  total  registration  at  this  branch  exceeds 
that  at  each  of  the  other  branches,  but  is  still  only  about 
10  per  cent  of  the  colored  population. 

Of  the  84,167  volumes  circulated  only  47  i>er  cent  were 
fiction  and  61  per  cent  were  children's  books.  In  response 
to  the  demand  the  proportion  of  children's  books  on  the 
shelves  has  been  enlarged  from  26  per  cent  the  first  year 
and  40  per  cent  the  second  year  to  46  per  cent  the  third 
year,  which  has  an  important  bearing  on  the  percentage  of 
juvenile  circulation.  It  should  be  noted  also  that  the  circu- 
lation from  the  branch  proper  increased  only  166  volumes 
in  the  third  year,  practically  all  of  the  growth  being  due 
to  the  stations,  which  consist  entirely  of  juvenile  books. 
It  seems  to  be  specially  true  of  this  branch  therefore  that 
its  chief  work  is  with  the  children  and  that  its  development 
for  a  number  of  years  will  be  mostly  in  this  direction. 

The  new  Imilding  will  be  ready  for  occupation  as  soon 
as  it  is  furnished,  which  will  be  in  October.  Preparations 
are  under  way  for  this  event,  the  importance  of  which  will 
be  enhanced  by  the  achievements  of  the  branch  in  its  pres- 
ent limited  quarters  and  the  widespread  interest  in  its  new 
and  commodious  home. 


Report  of  the  Colored  Branch. 

To  the  Librarian: 

This  branch  has  grown  steadily  and  through  interest 
and  appreciation  on  the  part  of  its  patrons  has  demon- 
strated its  right  to  exist. 

Books  and  Magazines.  There  have  been  1,662  new 
volumes  added  to  the  library  during  the  year,  making  a  total 
of  6,830.   The  number  of  current  magazines  and  periodicals 
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has  been  increased  to  65,  which  are  listed  in  appendix  D. 
Among  the  most  popular  are  the  Colored  American,  Deline- 
ator, Everybody's,  Good  Housekeeping,  Ladies'  Home  Jouiv 
nal,  Leslie's  Weekly,  Munsey  and  Success. 

Attendance.  The  number  of  visitors  was  48,714,  an 
increase  of  12  per  cent  over  last  year.  The  average  Sunday 
attendance  has  grown  to  85  from  18  the  first  year  and  26 
the  second  year. 

Registration  and  Circulation.  The  library  opened  Sep- 
tember 23, 1906  with  1,400  volumes.  Comparative  statistics 
from  the  beginning  are  as  follows : 


Tear  ending  Aug,  81 


1906. 

1907. 
1908. 

Total 


Vol- 
miiee 
added 


2,797 
1,471 
1,662 


5,890c 


Borrowers  resietered 


Adolts 


1,147 

396 
802 


1,844 


ChU- 
dren 


687 
760 
720 


2,167 


Total 


1,884 
1.146 
1,022 


4,001 


drcnlatkni 


Volumes 


17,888 
80,269  a 
36,910  b 


84,167  b 


Fiction 


43% 
4&^ 


m 


Chil- 
dren'a 


41% 
60% 

70% 


61% 


a)  Of  this  total  7,179  yolumes,  or  23  per  cent,  were  circulated  at  two 

stations. 

b)  Of  the  1908  total  12,001  yolumes,  or  33  per  cent,  were  circulated  at 

four  stations  and  673  yolumes,  or  almost  2  per  cent,  through 
teachers*  collections  at  six  schools.  In  estimating  the  percent- 
age of  fiction  for  1908  and  under  "Total"  the  circulation  through 
stations  and  teachers'  collections  for  1908  is  not  included. 

c)  Of  this  total  192  yolumes  haye  been  discarded. 


Reference  Work.  Aside  from  their  use  to  the  general 
public  the  reference  books  are  of  inestimable  value  to  the 
pupils  of  the  public  schools  and  to  the  students  of  several 
educational  institutions  which  have  no  reference  collection. 
Information  was  found  on  1>013  recorded  subjects  and  2,205 
persons  were  assisted  in  reference  work  by  the  librarians. 

Reading  Clubs.  Three  readin^g  clubs  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  branch  assistant  met  weekly  during  the  first 
six  months  of  the  year  and  pursued  regular  courses  of 
reading.    Attendance  1,094.    They  were  discontinued  for 
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lack  of  a  suitable  room  for  meeting  but  will  be  revived  in 
the  new  building. 

Story  Hour.  The  story  hour  held  once  a  week  con- 
tinues to  grow  in  favor  and- is  eagerly  anticipated  by  the 
children.  Frequently  numbers  of  them  have  to  be  turned 
away  for  want  of  room.    Average  attendance  88. 

Stations.  Two  additional  deposit  stations  have  been 
opened,  one  at  the  Pearl  Street  School,  and  one  at  the 
Maiden  Lane  School,  making  four  stations  in  distant  parts 
of  the  city.  These  stations  are  under  the  direction  of  the 
branch  assistant,  who  visits  the  schools  once  a  week  and 
distributes  the  books  in  person.  The  circulation  at  the 
stations  was:  Eastern  School  8,662,  California  School 
8,869,  Pearl  Street  School  2,688  and  Maiden  Lane  School 
2,282,  total  12,001  volumes.  Through  teachers'  collections 
678  additional  volumes  were  circulated  at  six  other  schools. 

In  order  to  create  greater  interest  among  the  pupils  and 
to  bring  a  larger  number  into  touch  with  the  library  the 
different  schools  have  been  visited  several  times  during  the 
year  and  short  talks  made  in  various  rooms.  In  all  of  this 
work  at  the  schools  the  library  has  had  the  hearty  coopera- 
tion of  principals  and  teachers. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  city  editors  our  monthly 
reports  and  other  library  news  have  appeared  in  the  daily 
and  weekly  papers.  The  reports  are  looked  forward  to  with 
a  great  deal  of  interest  by  the  patrons. 

The  question  on  the  lips  of  every  one  is  "When  will  we 
get  into  the  new  building?"  The  crowded  condition  of  our 
quarters  makes  us  the  more  eager  to  move. 

The  heads  of  the  different  departments  and  other 
members  of  the  staff  have  made  frequent  visits  to  the 
branch  and  rendered  valuable  service  by  their  instruction 
and  suggestions. 

We  trust  that  this  branch  is  ''measuring  up  to  its  oppor- 
tunity'' and  so  meriting  the  favor  of  those  who  have  so 
generously  provided  for  it. 

Thos.  F.  Blue 

Branch  Librarian 
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Crescent  Hill  Branch 

The  new  building  on  Frankfort  and  Birchwood  avenues 
was  accepted  in  March.  Both  the  exterior  and  interior  are 
specially  pleasing  and  have  attracted  much  attention.  As 
soon  as  the  furniture  is  installed,  which  is  now  in  progress, 
1,907  volumes  of  new  books  will  be  moved  to  it  from  the 
main  library,  where  all  the  necessary  work  has  been  done 
to  prepare  them  for  circulation.  Miss  Helen  Lanius  has 
been  elected  branch  librarian. 

Parkland  Branch 

The  new  building  at  Twenty-eighth  Street  and  Virginia 
Avenue  was  accepted  in  August  and  the  furniture  is  now 
being  delivered.  There  are  at  the  main  library  1,941  vol- 
umes carefully  selected,  classified  and  cataloged,  ready  to 
be  placed  on  the  shelves  as  soon  as  the  furniture  is  installed. 
The  branch  will  open  to  the  public  in  a  month.  Miss  Jessie 
M.  Taylor  is  branch  librarian. 

Germantown  Branch 

In  September  1906  the  Trustees  appropriated  $25,000 
for  this  building  and  selected  an  architect.  A  site  was  pro- 
vided on  Hancock  and  Oak  streets  through  the  closing  of 
Hancock  Street  by  the  General  Council  and  the  purchase 
of  50  feet  additional  by  the  citizens  of  the  neighborhood, 
making  a  lot  110  feet  front  and  120  feet  deep.  Owing  to 
a  delay  in  the  legal  proceedings  connected  with  closing  the 
street  the  deed  to  the  lot  was  not  delivered  to  the  Library 
Board  until  July  1908.  At  that  time  Architect  Arthur 
Loomis  was  instructed  to  prepare  plans  for  the  building, 
which  will  be  erected  during  the  coming  year. 

Respectfully  submitted 

William  F.  Yust 

Librarian 
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APPENDIX  A 

ATTENDANCE    1907-08 


1907 

Ifafai 

BnmefaM 

Sunday! a 

HiffhlaiMl 

FbrtlMid 

Colond 

Totals 

September 

October 

November 

December 

1906 

January 

February 

March 

April 

31,554 
37,726 
40,212 
47,383 

46,216 
50,514 
47,702 
42,486 
37,945 
33,946 
b  20,376 
b  27,612 

3,939 
4,514 
5,176 
4,674 

4,948 
5,283 
7,543 
5,902 
5,750 
5,083 
4,638 
5,248 

3,059 

4,471 
5,065 
5,678 

7,083 
8,425 
8,119 
7,239 
6,911 
5,947 
6,403 
5,918 

2,216 
5,827 
5,222 
4,032 

5,243 
5,278 
5,953 
5,609 
4,410 
1,845 
1,673 
1,406 

1,281 
1,137 
1,551 
1,849 

1,614 
2,288 
2,259 
1,482 
1,530 
946 
702 
1,875 

40,768 
52,537 
55,675 
61,767 

63,490 
69,500 
69,317 
61,236 

May 

55,016 

June 

July 

46,821 
33,069 

" ■"**  ••• 

AU£:U8t 

40,184 

Totals 

463,670 

62,698 

74,318 

48,714 

18,614 

649,400 

a)  Included  in  the  preceding  colunms. 

b)  EiStimated. 
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APPENDIX  C 

Donors  and  Gifts 

509  volumes;  4,281  pamphlets;  1,400  numbers  of  unbound  magar 
zines;  28  continuances  donated  by  Individuals  (for  other  gift  continu- 
ances by  title,  donated  by  publishers,  see  Periodical  and  Newspaper 
List);  17  miscellaneous  gifts;  v  =  volume,  p  =  pamphlet,  m^ unbound 
number  of  magazines,  c  =  ccmtinuance,  miscellaneous  articles  named. 


Adams,  Samuel  Hopkins  Iv  Boston,  Public  Library  2p 

Adler,  N.   Ic  Bourlier,  Al  Indian  axe 

Aetna  Life  Insurance  Co.  2m  Bowdoin  College   2p 

Alabama,  Dep't  of  Archives  and      Boyden,  H.  W.  Iv 

History   Iv  Bradley,  Charles   Iv 

Allen,  Mrs.  A.  B.  7p  Breed,  Miss  Lilla  Iv 

Allison,  Young  B.   Iv  Broadway  Magazine   6m 

American  Association  for  Labor      Brockton,  Public  Library   Ip 

Legislation   2p  Brooklyn  Institute  of  Arts  and 

American  Economic  Association  2p      Sciences    Ic 
American  Historical  Magazine  2m  Brooklyn  Public  Library  Ip 
American  Library  Association    2p  Brown,  R.  W.  Iv 
American  Telephone  ft  Telegraph  Browne,  Mrs.  Spencer  C.  8v 

Company  Ip  Bryn  Mawr  College  2p 

Amerika  Bsperantisto   Iv  Buffalo  Public  Library  Ip 

Anderson,  Miss  Emma  W.  Iv  California,  University  of  2p 

Andover  Memorial  Hall  Library   Ip  Cambridge  Public  Library   Ip 
Armstrong,  Bfrs.  R.  T.   Iv  Ip  Canada,  Dep't  of  Agriculture  2v 

Assoclaticn  for  International  Con-  Canada,  Superintendent  of  Inm:ii- 

ciliaUon   7p  gration   Iv 

Associated  Prohibition  Press   Ip     Canada,  Royal  Society   3v 
Atlanta,  Carnegie  Library   3p  Carnegie,  Andrew   Iv  Ip 

Atlantic  City  Free  Public  Library  Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commis- 

Ip  slon   Ip 

Atlas  Portland  Cement  Co.   Iv       Camegle-Stout  Free  Public  Li- 
Auburn  (Wash.)  Commercial  Club      brary  2p 

Ip  Caron  Directory  Co.   Smaps 

Baldwin  Co.,  Loan  of  piano  and  Carpenter,  Sam  2v 

300  chairs,  opening  of  Main  Li-  Cash,  Miss  Ethel   Iv 

brary  C'ash,  Miss  Genevieve  Iv 

Barker,  E.  Frank  Ip  Cawein,  Madison   Iv 

Barlow,  Miss  Florence   2p  Cedar  Rapids  Free  Public  Library 

Basham,  J.  Lewis  Iv  Ip 

Baylor  University   Ip  Central   Conference  of  American 


Beckman,  Miss  Ida   Iv  Rabbis   Iv 

Belknap,  W.  R.   Iv  Gp  Ic  Central  Wesleyan  College   Ip 

Bemheim,  L  W.  16v  lip  3m  4c  Chase,  Lewis  Nathaniel  Ip 

Biehl,  Miss  Mary  Jeanette  2v  Chicago  Public  Library  Sp 

Bolton,  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Iv  Chicago  Public  Schools  2p 

Boston  Athenaeum  Ip  Chicago,  University  of  14v  12p 
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CUoago  ft  Northwestern  Rallwfty  Oilmore,  F.  F.   Ic 

Ip  OlorersTiUe  Free  Library:  Ip 

Church  Kalendar  Co.  Ip  Goodman,  Dr.  John  !▼ 

Church  <^  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Grand  Rapids  Public  Ubrary  Ip 

Day  Saints  It  Greater  Louisyille  Exposition    7 

Cincinnati,  Public  Ubrary   Ip  sheets  music,  1   badge,   2   pic- 

Cleyeland  Public  Library  6p  tures  93p 

Cochran,  Miss  Jennie  O.  tr  Green,  Dr.  Waller  Orerton    27y 

Coleman,  B.  J.  1  stuffed  peacock       2p  803m 
Confederate  Memorial  Literary  So-  Haldeman,  W.  B.    1  case  and  8 

ciety   Ip  baskets    minerals,    X    mounted 

Cook,  Mrs.  Gertrude   8r  tarpon,  1  alligator 

Cornell  Uniyeraity  6p  Hi^ll,  GranyiUe  Dayisson   ly 

Comwelly  Mrs.  C.  L.  ly  Halleck,  Prof.  Reuben  Post  Ip 

Comwell,    Mrs.    Margaret   Deane  Hampton,  Bfrs.  K.  J.  7y 

18y  Haryard  Unlyersity  2y  5p 

Council    Bluffs,  Free    Public    Li-  Hayerhill  Public  Library  Ip 

brary  Ip  Hebrew  Immigrant  Aid  Society  Ip 

Coyington  Public  Library  Ip  Henderson,  Ky.,  Mayor  of  Ip 

Cowan,  Mrs.  Andrew   4y  587m       Hereford  Times  Ip 
Criterion  2m  Hemdon,  John  R.  ly 

Cross,  W.  O.  36m  Hesser.  Mrs.  W.  G.   4y 

Dallas  Public  Library   Ip  Hispanic  Society  of  America  Ip 

Dargan,  Bdwin  Preston  ly  Hofman,  Miss  Susan  A.    ly 

Dartmouth  College  Ip  Homestead,  Carnegie  Library  Ip 

Dayenport  Public  Library   Ip         Howard  Unlyersity   Ip 
Dayidson,  Miss  Kanna  ly  IlUnois  State  Historical  Society  ly 

Dayis,  Miss  Mary  T.  ly  Illinois,  Unlyersity  of  Ip 

Dayton,  Public  Library  Ip  Illuminating  Engineering  Publish- 

Delineates  Child  Rescue  Campaign     ing  Co.   Im 

Ip  Indiana,  Public  Library  Commis* 

Depew,  Hon.  Chauncey  M.  8p  sion  of  8p 

Detroit,  Public  Library  Ip  Inland  Stationer  Im 

District  of  Columbia,   Public  Li-  Interstate   Cotton   Seed    Crushers' 

brary  2p  Association  8m 

Douglas,  Miss  Mary  C.   ly  Iron  Age  ly 

Doyle,  James  P.  ly  JacksonylUe,  Free  Public  Library 

Drezel  Institute   Ip  Ip 

Dupere,  John  P.  ly  Jamestown  Exposition   (Kentucky 

Durreti  Col.  R.  T.  ly  Commission)   lOy  4p 

Early,  C.  C.  2y  Japanese   and  Korean   Exclusion 

East  Orange,  Free  Public  Library     League  2p 

Ip  Jefferson,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Ic 

Easton  Public  Library  Ip  Jenner,  William  A.   Ip 

Education  in  the  South  Ip  John  Crerar  Library  2p 

Emeline  Fairbanks  Memorial  Li-  Johnson,  Alexander  ly 

brary  Ip  Johnson,  P.  Ic 

Bnelow,  Dr.  H.  G.  8p  Joliet  Public  Library  Ip 

ESnoch  Pratt  Free  Library  Ip  Jones,  L.  H.   4y 

Byanston  Public  Library  3p  Jones,  Miss  Biary  E.  Im 

Fisher,  Mrs.  Ed.  ly  Kaufman-Straus  Co.   Flowers  and 

Fullerton,  Mrs.  William  G.  12y  ferns 

General   Federation   of   Women's  Kayanaugh,  Frank  K.  ly 

Clubs  Ip  Kemp,  Iftiss  Hattie  B.  Ic 
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Kenny  Directory  Co.  It  MasBachusetts    State    Board    of 

Kentucky  Antl-Tubercnlotie  Amo-  '  Health  It 

elation  6p  Masaachusetta  College  of  Oateopa- 

Kentucky  Sducatlonal  Aasociation     tliy  Im 

Ip  Maury,    Mrs.    Frank   Walker    (In 

Kentucky  Federation  of  Women's     memory  of  her  huaband)    68t 

Cluba    Ip  Medford.  Public  Library  2p 

Kentucky  Qeologlcal  Surrey  7t  Ip  Melnik,  Maximilian  Ip 
Kentucky  Heating  Co.  Ip  Mercantile  Library  of  New  York 

Kentucky  Institute  for  the  liducar     Ip 

tion  of  the  Blind  8p  Mermin,  L  M.  It 

Kentucky  State  Bar  Aas'n  It         Michigan,  State  Board  of  Library 
Kentucjqr  State  Historical  Society     Commissioners   2p 

2p  Michigan,  UnlTersity  of   2p 

Kentucky  State  Normal  School  6p  Millicent  Library  Ip 
Kentucky,  State  UnlTersity  of  8p  Milton,  George  F.   3p 
Kni^ts  of  Columbus,   Louisville  Milwaukee  Public  Library   Ip 

Council  No.  890  2t  Minneapolis  Conmiercial  Club  2p 

Knott,  R.  W.  9p  Minnea^lis  Public  Library  Ip 

Kohler,  Fred  8p  Miscellaneous   8t  126p 

Lafayette  Memorial  Commission  Ip  Mississippi  Valley  Historical  Asso- 
Lake  Mohonk  Conference  2p  elation  2p 

Lake  Placid  Club  2p  Missouri,  UnlTersity  of  Ip 

Larger,  B.  A.  Ip  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Walter  It 

Lebre,  V.  N.  8t  Moore,  Mrs.  M.  B.  6t 

Legler,  Henry  B.  Ip  Moorefleld  Chronicle    8p 

Leland    Stanfbrd   Junior    UnlTcr^  Morton  &  Co.,  John  P.   plant  and 

slty  Ip  Jardiniere 

Lemcke  ft  Buechner  Ip  MusgroTe,  Mrs.  Chas.  Hamilton  It 

Leonard,  Mrs.  J.  L.  4c  Muskegon,  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Lewis,  Dr.  Harry  H.    2  museum      Ip 

specimens  NashTllle  Carnegie  Library  It  4p 

Lexington  Public  Library  Ip  National  Association  of  Manufac- 

Library  of  Congress  2t  and  loan     turers  It 

of  books  for  reference  work         National  Business  League  of  Amer- 
Los  Angeles,  City  of  It  lea  7p 

Los  Angeles  Public  Library  Ip       National    CItII    Service    Reform 
LooisTllle,  City  of  8t  League  Ip 

LouisTllle,  Commercial  Club   8p      National  Consumers'  League  2p 
LoulsTille,  CiHnmissionera  of  Sew-  National  Bducational   Association 

erage  1  map  It  4p 

LouisTllle  Male  High  School  Ip     National        Liberty      Immigration 
LouisTllle  Typographical  Union  4c     League   8p 
LouisTllle,  UnlTersity  of  2p  National    Society    for    Scientific 

LouisTllle  Water  Co.   Ip  Study  of  Education  Ip 

Lyons,  Mrs.  J.  A.  4t  Needham,  Charles  K.   Ip 

McAlplne  Store  Ic  New  HaTen,  Free  Public  Library  j 

McClurg  ft  Co.,  A.  C.  Ip  Ip  ^ 

McDonald,  Kenneth  4t  New  Jersey  State  Library   Iv 

McNutt,  H.  S.   5t  New  Orleans  Public  Library  Ip 

Mahie  State  Library  Ip  New  York  ClTll  Reform  Ass'n   Ip 

Maiden  Public  Library  Ip  New  York  (City)  Department  of 

Mankato  Public  Library   Ip  Finance  Ip 
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New  York  Fanners  Ip  Rodgers,  J.  W.  Ip 

New  York   (City)   Police  Depar^  Rosenberg  labnrj  4p 

ment  Ip  Sachs,  Mrs.  Maurice  '  Caroline 

New  York  Society  Library  Ip  Kriegshaber   Music  collection 

New  York,  State  Education  De-  St  Joseph,  Free  Public  Library  2p 

partment  Ip  Im 

New  York  (State)  Public  Service  St.  Louis  Academy  of  Science  3p 

(Commission   Ip  St  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Aaso- 

New  York  State  Library  4p  elation  Ip 

Newark,  Free  Public  Library   6p,  St  I^uls  Public  Library  8p 

book  marks  and  reading  lists      St  Paul  Dispatch   Ip 
Newbold,  Mrs.  Bdward  C.  Ic  Salem  Public  Library  Ip 

Newton  Free  Library  Ip  Salmagundi  Club  Ip 

Norfolk  Public  Library   Ip  Savannah  Public  Library   Ip 

North  Dakota  Qeological   Survey  Schirmer,  O.   Ip 

It  Schreiber,  Miss  Lillian  B.   Iv 

Northwestern  University   2p  Schulzer  ft  Co.,  Otto  Ip 

Oregon  Journal  Iv  Scranton  Public  Library  Ip 

Osterhout  Free  Library  Ip  Scribner's  Sons,  Charles   Im 

Ottawa,  Carnegie  Library  Ip  Seattle  Public  Library  2p 

Ottumwa,  Public  Library  Ip  Shakespeare  Society  of  New  York 

Oxford  Free  Public  Library  Ip  Iv 

Page,  L.  C.  Iv  Sherley,  Swagar  Ip  Ic 

Peaslee,  John  B.  2v  Simmons  College  Ip 

Pelle,  Dr.  Walter  6v  Simplified  Spelling  Board  lip 

Pennsylvania  Free  Library  Com-  Sioux  City  Public  Library  Ip 

mission  Ip  Smith,  CoL  D.  Howard,  daughter 

Pennsylvania  Museum  and  School     of  2v 

of  Industrial  Art  2p  Smith  College  Ip 

Pennsylvania,  University  of  Iv       Smithsonian  Institution  Iv  13p 
Peoria  Public  Library   4p  Smyser,  Miss  Frances  6v 

Perkins  Institution   4p  Socialist  Party  (Local)    Ic 

Philadelphia,  Free  Library   3p       Somerville,  Public  Library  Ip 
Pittsburgh,  Carnegie  Institute  Iv    Southern  California  University  Ip 
Pittsburgh  Daily  Live  Stock  Jour-  Southern  Educational  Association 

nal  Iv  Ip 

Portland   (Ore.)   Library  Associa-  Southern  Pacific   8p 

tlon  Ip  Speed,  M.  L.  Ip 

Portland  (Me.)  Public  Library  Ip  Stechert  G.  B.   Ip 
Pratt,  Miss  Mary  B.  4v  Stewart  Dry  Gk)ods  Co.  Ic 

Pratt  Institute  Free  Library  6p      Stone  ft  Webster   2v  Ip 
Presbyterian    Theological    Bemin-  stouffer,  Frank  B.  Notary  Services 

ary  (Louisville)    Ip  Syracuse  Public  Library  4p 

Princeton  University   Iv  4p  Syracuse  University   Im 

Prohibition  National  Committee  Ip  Tennessee  (College  2m 
Providence  Athenaeum    Ip  Tennessee,  University  of  8p 

Providence  Public  Library   2p        Texas,  Library  of  the  University 
Queensborough  Public  Library  Ip      of  1  map  of  West  Texas 
Qulncy,  Free  Public  Library  Ip     Texas  Peace  Congress  Ip 
Railway  News  Bureau  Iv  Texas,  University  of  2p 

Raymond,  George  Lansing  6v         Therapeutic  Record  Im 
Rensselaer    Polytechnic    Institute  Thomas,  William  Holcombe  6p 

Ip  "  Tlflfany  ft  Co.  Iv 

Rockford  Public  Library  8p  Tllfrey,  Edwin  8v 
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Todd,  J.  Ross  14v  West  ^d  W.  G.  T.  U.  It 

Toledo  Public  Ldbrsry  Ip  Western  Architect  Im 

Tompkins,  D.  A.  Ip  Wilhite,  Samuel  M.  It 

Townsend,  John  Wilson  It  WiUe,  Mrs.  Smilie  18t 

Trenton  Public  Library  Im  Wilmington  Institute  Free  Library 

Troy  Public  Library  Ip  2p 

Tulane  UnlTersity  Ip  Winchester,  Boyd  Ip 

United    States    OoTemment     123  Windsor  Public  Library  Ip 

maps  189t  8,547p  4c  Winona  Technical  Institute  6p 

Vassar  Ck>llege  Ip  Wisconsin  EVee  Library  Commis* 

Vermont  State  Library  Commls-     sion   lOp 

slon  Ip  Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society 

Virginia  State  Library  lip  2m  It 

Virginia,  UnlTersity  of  Ip  Wisconsin,  UnlTersity  of   Ip 

Warren,  Rot.  Sdward  L.   Ip  Wood,  W.  B.  It 

Washington,  (D.  O.)  Carnegie  In-  Worchester  County  Law  Library 

stitntion  8p  Ip 

Washington    County    (Md.)    Free  Worchester    Free    Public    Library 

Library  2p  Im  5p 

Water  Proofing  and  Fireprooflng  Wright,  Miss  Ellen    It 

6m  Yale  Alumni  Association  of  Ken- 

Weed,  Howard  BTarts   Ip  tucky   It 

Wellesley  College  Ip  Tale  UnlTersity    4p 

Wesley  Brotherhood  Ip  Zachert,  Miss  Adeline  B.  It  Ip 
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Periodicals 

(Including  We^Uf  Newspapers) 

M=Malii  lAXxnxf  H;=Highlaiid  Branch 

C=Colored  Branch  P=:Portland  Branch 

The  letters  and  figures  indicate  the  name  of  the  library  and  the 
number  of  copies  it  received.  One  copy  is  understood  where  no  figure 
is  given.  Century  Magaiine  lOM,  C,  2H,  2P,  means  that  t^  copies  of 
this  magazine  were  received  at  the  Main  Library,  one  copy  at  the 
Colored  Branch  and  two  each  at  Highland  and  Portland  Branches. 


^About  Books  M  American  Society  of  Mechanical 

Alexander's  Magazine  C  Engineers   M 

American  Academy  of  Political    American  Statistical  Association, 

and  Social  Science,  Annals  M        (Pablications)    M 
American  Architect  and  Building  *Amerika  Esperantisto  M 

News  M  Annales  Politiques  et  Litteralres 

American  Boy  M  O  H  P  (Let)    M 

American  Economic  Association  ^Appeal  to  Reason   M 

Quarterly  M  Appleton's  Magazine  4M 

•American  Educational  Review  M    Architectural  Record   M 
American   Geographical  Society,    Arena  M 

Bulletin  M  Army  and  Navy  Register   M 

American  Historical  Review  M     Art  Journal  M 
American  Homes  ft  Gardens  M    ^Association  for  International  Con- 
American  Journal  of  Intemation-       ciliation   M 

al  Law  M  Atlantic  Monthly  5M  P  H 

American  Journal  of  the  Medical  *Baker  ft   Taylor   Co/s   Monthly 

Sciences   M  Bulletin  M 

American  Journal  of  Science  M    ^Balance   M 
American   Journal   of   Sociology  ^Baptist  World  (formerly  Argus) 

M  M  C  P 

American  Journal  of  Theology  M  *Baylor  University  Bulletin  M 
American  Law  Review  M  Biblical  World  M  C 

A.  L.  A.  BookUst  6M  C  H  P  ^Billboard  M 

A.  L.  A.  Bulletin  M  Bird  Lore  M 

American  Machinist  M  Blackwood's  Edinburgh  Magazine 

American  Magazine  4M  C  2M 

^American  Medicine   M  ^Book  Buyer   M 

American  Naturalist  M  *Book  Chat  M 

•American  Practitioner  and  News    Book  Review  Digest  2M 

M  Bookman  M  H  P 

•American  Society  of  Civil  Engin-    Bookman,  London  M 

eers  (Publications)    M  •Bowdoin  College  Bulletin  M 

•GifU. 
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Boy'B  Own  Paper  P  Dramatio  Mirror,  New  York  M 

Brickbollder  M  •Datton's  MonUily  Readers'  Guide 
Brooklyn  PabUc  Library  Bulletin       M 

M  Edinbnrsb  ReTiew  2M 

Bulletin  of  Bibliography  M  Editor   M 

Burlington  Magazine  M  Bducation   M 

*GadlB  Informer  C  Educational  Review   M 

Cambridge  Public  Library  Bulle-  •BW^t  Hour  Printer  M  G  H  P 

tin   M  Electrical  World  M 

Camera  Craft  M  Elementary  School  Teacher  M  C 

Canadian  Magaslne  M  ^BUzabethtown  News  M 
Cassler's  Magaslne    M  Engineering  ft  Mining  Journal  M 

Catholic  World  M  Engineering  Digest  M 

^Central  Methodist  M  H  Engineering  Magaslne  M  H  P 

Century  Magaslne  lOM  C  2H  2P    Bngineexing  News  M 

Century  Path  M  Etude  M  P 

Charities  and  the  Commons  M  C    Bverybodsr's  Magaslne  6M  C 

H  Farm-Poultry   M 

Chautauquan  M  C  P  'Farmer's  H<Hne  Journal  M 
Chemical  News  M  FUegende  Blaetter  M 

Children's  Magaslne  2M  P  Forestry  and  Irrigation  M  C  H  P 

•Children's  Star   H  FortnlghUy  Review  2M 

Christian  Endeavor  World   C  Forum  2M 

•Christian  Observer  M  C  Foundry  M 

•Christian  Science  Journal  M  H  •Freemfm  C 

•Christian  Science  Sentinel  M  H     Garden  Magazine  M  P 

•Cleveland  Citizen   M  Gartenlaube   M 

Collier's  2M  C  P  Geographical  Journal   M 

Colored  American  ICagazlne  C  •Germantown  News  M 

•Commercial  Club  Review,  Louis-  •Good  Government  M 

ville  M  Good  Housekeeping  M  2C  2H  P 

Concerning  Municipal  Ownership    Graphic  (London)    2M 

M  •Gregg  Writer  M 
Concrete  M  Harper's  Bazar  2M  C  H  P 

Confederate  Veteran   M  Harper's  Monthly  Magazine  lOM 

•Congressional  Record  M  C  C  2H  2P 

Contemporary  Review   2M  Harper's  Weekly  8M  C  H 

Cosmopolitan  Magazine  5M  C  P     Harvard  Graduates  Magazine  M 
Country  Life  in  America  M  C  P     Harvard  Theological  Review  M 

Craftsman  M  H  P   •M  •Herald  of  the  Cross  M 

•Crimson  (M.  T.  H.  S.)   M  *Herald  of  the  Golden  Age  M 

•Cumberland  Telephone  Journal  M    Hibbert  Journal   M 
Cumulative  Book  Index  2M  C  H    Hints  3M  C  H 

P  Horseless  Age   M 

Current  Events  Index  M  House  Beautiful  M  H 

Current  Literature  2M  H  •Illinois,  University  Bulletin   M 

•Cynosure  (L.  C.  H.  S.)  M  Illustrated  London  News  2M 

•Dearing's  Monthly  Bulletin    M       Independent  M  C 
Delineator  4M  2C  2H  P  Inland  Printer  M 

Deutsche  Rundschau  M  International  Journal  of  Ethics 

Dial  MP  M 

•Dietetic  and  Hygienic  Gazette  M    Ihtemational  Studio  M  P 

•Gifts. 
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•Iowa  Health  BnUetin  M  MutlcUm  M  H 

Iowa  Library  Quarterly  M  *MyBtio  liagasine  M 

Iron  Age  M  Nation  M 

•Jamestown  Bulletin  M  •National  Balletin  of  Charities  and 

•Jeflersonlan   M  Correction  M 

Johns  Hopkins  University  Stadles  •National  Farmer  ft  Stock  Grower 

M  M 
Journal  of  American  Folk  Lore  M  •National  Geographic  liagasine  H 

Journal  of  American  History  M  National  Magazine  M 

Journal  of  the  American  Medical  •National  Prohibitionist  M 

Association  •M  0  National  Review  M 

Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute  Nature  M 

M  New  England  Historical  and  Ge- 

Joumal  of  Political  Economy  M  nealogical  Register  M 

Journal  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  New  Bogland  Magasine  M 

Industry  M  New  York  Age  C 

Judge  2M  0  P  New  York,  BSvenIng  Post  (Sat) 

Kentucky  Law  Reporter  M  M 

•Kentucl^s  Young  Men   M  •New  York  Libraries   M 

Keramic  Studio  M  New  York  Public  Library,  Bulle- 

Kindergarten  Magasine  M  tin    M 
Ladies'  Home  Journal  M  8C  H  2P    New  York  Public  Library  Mcmth- 

•La4ies'  Review   M  ly  List  of  Additions  2M 

Lancet  (London)    M  New  York  Teachers  Monograph 

Leslie's  Weekly  8M  C  2M 

Library  Journal  2M  H  P  New  York  Times  Saturday  Re- 
Library  Work  M  G  H  P  view  of  Books  2M  C  H  P 
Life  2M  H  P  Nineteenth  Century  and  After  2M 
Lippinoott's  Monthly  liagasine  M    North  American .  Review  4M 

P  •Obermayer  Bulletin  M 

literary  Digest  4M  C  P  •Official  Gazette  of  the  XT.  S.  Pat^ 

Little  FolKs   C  P  ent  Office  M 

Living  Age   M  Osterhout  Free  Library  Bulletin 

London  Quarterly  Review  M  M 

•Louisiana  Planter  M  •Our  Country  M 

McClure's  Magazine  8M  C  2H  P  Out  West   M 

Manual  Training  Magasine  M  Outing  Magazine   M  C 

Manufacturer's  Record  M  Outlook  4M  C  H  P 

•Masonic  Home  Journal   M  Overland  Monthly   2M 

Masters  in  Art  8M  H  •Pacific  Northwest    M 

Matin,  Le  M  Paint,  Oil  and  Drug  Review  M 

•Medical  Times  M  Pathfinder  M 

•Metal  Industry  M  Pedagogical  Seminary   M 

•Methodist  Review   M  •Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  Bulle- 

Midland  M  tin   M 
Missionary  Review  of  the  World    Philosophical  Review  M 

M  H  Photo-Era   M 

•Model  Magazine   M  Physical  Culture  M 

Modem  Philology  M  •Pitman's  Journal  M 

Munsey's  Magasine   lOM  C  2P  Pittsburgh,  Carnegie  Library,  Bul- 

•Museum  News  M  letin  2M 

Musical  Courier  M  Poet  Lore  M 

^Ifts. 
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Political  Science  Quarterly  M         Southern  Teachera'  Advocate  C 

Popular  Astronomy  M  Spectator  M 

Popular  Mechanics  M  H  P  •Spectator  (L.  M.  H.  S.)   M 

Popular  Science  Monthly  M  P       *Spencerl«n  M 

Power  ahd  the  Engineer  M  *Spirit  of  Mlssicms  M 

Psychological  Bulletin  M  Springfield  City  Library  Bulletin 

Psychological  Review   M  M 

Public  Libraries  2M  C  H  P  Stellar  Ray  M 

Publishers'  Weekly  M  *Stock  Farm  M 

Puck  2M  C  H  Street's  Pandex  ot  the  News  M 

Punch  M  Success  Magasine  M  8C 

Putnam's  Monthly  and  the  Reader    Sunday  School  Times  M  G  H  P 

M  P  •Sunshine  Bulletin    M 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Boonomics    Taylor-Trotwood  Magasine   M 

M  Teachers  College  Record  M 

Quarterly  Review  M  Technical  World  Magasine  M  H 

Railway  and  Engineering  Review  •Thoroughbred  Record  M 

M  Times,  liOndon,  (Weekly)     M 

Readers'  Guide  to  Periodical  Li^  •Tomorrow  M 
erature  M  C  H  P  Trained  Nurse  and  Hospital  Re- 

•Record  (L.  G.  H.  S.)   M  view   M 

Records  of  the  Past  M  Transatlantic  Tales  (and  Smart 

•Redfleld's  Stamp  Weekly  M  Set)   M 

Register  of  Kentucky  State  His-    Ueber  Land  und  Meer  M 

torical  Society  M  Uncle  Remus's  The  Home  Maga- 

Religious  Education   M  sine  M 

•Review  and  Expositor  M  •!!.  S.  Dept  of  Agriculture,  Month- 

Review  of  Reviews,  American  4M       ly  List  of  Publications  M 

C  H  P  •U.  S.  Dept  of  Agriculture,  Weath- 

Revue  des  deux  Mondes  M  er  map  M 

St  Louis  Public  Library  Bulletin  •!;.  S.  Dept  oi  CSommeroe  and  La- 
M  bor,     Monthly     Consular    and 

St  Nicholas  6M  C  H  2P  Trade  Reports  M 

Salem  Public  Library  Bulletin  M    IT.  S.  Official  Postal  Guide  and 
Saturday  Evening  Post  M  C  Supplement  M 

Saturday  Review   M  •17.    S.   Superlntoident   of   Docu- 

School  Arts  Book  M  ments.  Monthly  Catalog  M 

School  Review  M  C  Virginia  Magasine  of  History  and 

Science  M  Biography  M 

Scientific  American   2M  H  P  Vogue  M 

Scientific  American   Supplement    Watson's  Jeflersonian  Magasine 

2M  H  P  M 

Scottish  American   M  •Western  Recorder  M  C  H 

Scribner's  Ii£iigasine  8M  C  H  SP    Western  Teacher  C 
Service  C  •Western  Telephone  Journal  M 

Sewanee  Review   M  Westminster  Review  M 

•Shelby  Sentinel   M  Where  is  the  Information   M 

•Silver  Cross  M  William  ft  Mary  College  Quarter- 

Somervllle  Public  Library  Bulle-       ly  M 

tin   M  Wilshire's   M 

South  Atlantic  Quarterly  M  •Wine  and  Spirit  Bulletin  M 

•Southern  Farm  Gkisette  M  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Bulletin  M 

•CMfU. 
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Woche,  Die  M  H  World's  Chronicle  (Little  Chron- 
Woman'B  Home  Companion  M  iele)   2M  P 

Work  with  Boys  M  H  World's  Work  4M  C  H  P 

World  Toslay  M  P  Youth's  Companion  M  C  H  P 


Dally  Newspapers 

(Weekly  newspapers  are  listed  under  Periodicals) 

(Arranged  by  cities) 

Atlanta  Constitution  M  C  ^Louisville  Daily  Record  M 

Baltimore  American   M  *LouisYille,  Bvening  Post  4M  C  H 
Boston  Evening  Transcript  M  P 

Charleston,  News  and  (Courier  M  ^Louisville  Herald  3M  C  H  P 

Chicago  Daily  Tribune  M  C  ^Louisville  Omnibus   M 

Chicago  Record-Herald  2M  ^Louisville  Times   4M  C  H  P 
Cincinnati  Inquirer  M  Memphis  Ckmimercial  Appeal  M 

^Cleveland  Citizen  M  Nashville  American  M 

Cleveland  Plain  Dealer  M  New  Orleans,  Times-Democrat  M 

^Denver  Times  M  New  York,  Sun   M 

Detroit  Free  Press  M  New  York  Times  2M  C 

Houston  Post  M  Philadelphia,  Public  Ledger  M 

Indianapolis  News  M  Pittsburgh  Post  M 

Kansas  CMty  Star   M  Richmond,  Times-Dispatch   M 

Kansas  City  Times-Star  M  Rocky  Mountain  News  M 

Kentucky  State  Journal  M  St.  Louis  Globe  Democrat  M 

*Knozvllle  Sentinel  M  St.  Paul,  Daily  Pioneer  Press  M 

•Lexington  Herald  M  San  Francisco  (Chronicle   M 

*Lezingtoii  Leader  M  Springfield  Republican   M 

^Louisville  Anzeiger  2M  Washington,  Evening  Star  M 

•Louisville,  Courier-Journal  SMC  H 
P 

•Gifts. 
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Library  Bulletins 

42  gifts.    Bulletins  of  wMcli  the  library  sabscribes  for  additional 
copies  are  listed  also  under  Periodicals. 


Atlanta,  Carnegie  2 
Boston,  Public 
Brockton  Public 
Brookline,  Public  2 
Brooklyn  Public 
Cambridge  Public 
Chicago  Public 
Clnoinnati  Public 
Cleyeland  Public 
Decatur  Free  Public 
District  of  Columbia,  Public 
Grand  Rapids  Public 
HayerhUl  Public 
Helena  Public 
Holyoke 

Indianapolis  Public 
Jersey  City  Free  Public 
Jollet  Public 
Kansas  City  Public 


Millicent 

New  Bedford,  Free  Public 
New  York  Public  2 
New  York  State 
Newark,  Free  Public 
Osterhout  Free 
Pittsburgh,  Carnegie 
Portland,  Library  Association 
Pratt  Institute  Free  2 
Providence  Public 
Qnincy,  Free  Public 
Rockford  Public 
St.  Louis  Public 
Salem  Public 
Scranton  Public 
Someryllle  Public 
Springfield  City 
Wilmington  Institute  Free 
Wisconsin  Free  (Commission) 
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LOUISVILLE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

Ineorpoimtad 

Authorized  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky,  act  approved  21  March  1902;  established  by  resolution  of 
the  General  Council  of  the  City  of  Louisville  12  April  1902;  consoli- 
dated with  the  Louisville  Public  Library  of  the  Polytechnic  Society 
of  Kentupky  under  act  of  the  General  Assembly  approved  16  March 
1902,  contract  signed  1  November  1904. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 
Ex-Officio,  Term  Expires  November 

1909 

James  F.  Grinstead,  Mayor  of  LotUaviUe 
Term  Expires  April 

1910 

Reuben  Post  Halleck  William  B.  Doherty  (a) 

Owen  Tyler 

Term  Expires  April 

1911 

Edgar  Y.  MuUins  Edward  L.  Powell 

Arthur  M.  Rutledge 

Term  Expires  April 

1912 

Chas.  R.  Hemphill  Alfred  Pirtle 

Frank  P.  Straus 

Term  Expires  April 

1913 

John  Stites  Albert  S.  Brandeis 

W.  H.  Bartholomew  (b) 


a)  Appointed  July  9,  1909  to  succeed  Mr.  Arthur  G.  Langham,  who 

died  July  5,  1909 

b)  Appointed  March  3,  1909  to  succeed  Mr.  Nathan  M.  Uri,  who  died 

February  22,  1909 
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OFFICERS 

President   James  F.  Grinstead 

Vice-President Arthur  M.  Rutledge 

Secretary   Reuben  Post  Halleck 

Treasurer   John  Stites 

Executive  Committee 

John  Stites  Owen  Tyler 

Arthur  M.  Rutledge 

Building  Committee 

Owen  Tyler  William  B.  Doherty 

Edgar  Y.  MuUins  Albert  S.  Brandeis 

Finance  Committee 

John  Stites  Alfred  Pirtle 

W.  H.  Bartholomew  Frank  P.  Straus 

Library  Committee 

Arthur  M.  Rutledge  Edward  L.  Powell 

Reuben  Post  Halleck  Chas.  R.  Hemphill 

FORMER  TRUSTEES 

Paul  Caine 1902-1903* 

Thomas  U.  Dudley 1902-1904* 

John  A.  Ouchterlony 1902-1905* 

Robert  W.  Brown 1902-1908 

Bennett  H.  Young 1902-1908 

Nathan  M.  Uri 1902-1909* 

Arthur  G.  Langham 1902-1909* 

Donald  Macpherson 1903-1908* 

Chester  Mayer 1905-1908 

Mayors  Who  Were  Trustees  Ex-officio 

Charles  F.  Grainger 1902-1905 

Paul  C.  Barth 1905-1907* 

Robert  W.  Bingham 1907-1907 

*Tho8e  starred  died  during  their  term  of  office 
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THE  LIBRARIES 
Location  and  Hours 


MAIN  LIBRARY 

Fourth  and  York  Streets 

Opened  in  temporary  auarters  4  May  1905 

New  building  opened  24  July  1908 

Hours:    9  a.  m.  to  9  p.  m.  week  days,  2  to  9  p.  m.  Sundays 

William  F.  Yust,  Librarian 

HIGHLAND   BRANCH 

Highland  Avenue  and  Cherokee  Road 

Opened  in  temporary  quarters  7  January  1905 

New  building  opened  8  February  1908 

Hours:    2  to  9  p.  m.  week  days,  2  to  6  p.  m.  Sundays 

Mary  B.  Pratt,  Branch  Librarian 

COLORED  BRANCH 

Tenth  and  Chestnut  Streets 

Opened  in  temporary  quarters  23  September  1905 

New  building  opened  29  October  1908 

Hours:    2  to  9  p.  m.  daily  including  Sundays 

Thos.  F.  Blue,  Branch  Librarian 

PORTLAND  BRANCH 

537  North  Twenty-sixth  Street 

Opened  in  temporary  quarters  18  December  1905 

Hours:    2f  to  9  p.  m.  daily  including  Sundays 

Jennie  O.  Cochran,  Branch  Librarian 

CRESCENT  HILL  BRANCH 

Frankfort  and  Birchwood  Avenues 

Opened  in  new  building  29  September  1908 

Hours:    2  to  9  p.  m.  daily  including  Sundays 

Helen  Lanius,  Branch  Librarian 

0 

PARKLAND  BRANCH 

Twenty-eighth  Street  and  Virginia  Ayenue 

Opened  in  new  building  15  October  1908 

Hours:    2  to  9  p.  m.  daily  including  Sundays 

Jessie  M.  Taylor,  Branch  Librarian 

The  branches  are  arranged  in  the  order  of  their  opening. 

Sunday  opening  is  for  reading  and  reference  only  and  not  for  the 
circulation  of  books.  The  libraries  are  open  on  all  but  four  legal 
holidays  for  the  same  hours  as  on  Sundays;  they  are  closed  on  New 
Tear's  Day,  Fourth  of  July,  ThanksglTing  and  Christmas. 
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LIBRARY  STAFF 

Librarian WiDiam  F.  Yust 

Assistant  Librarian Annie  V.  Pollard 

Librarian's  Secretary Anna  F.  Hubbuch 

Order  Department 

George  T.  Settle,  Head 

Jennie  M.  Flexner  (a)  Bertha  Guntermann 

Ella  Heffeman  Minnie  Lunn 

Susan  B.  Shane 

Catalog  Department 

Harriet  B.  Gooch  Head 
Margaret  Norton,  Classifier 

Minnie  W.  Leathennan  (a)  Mattiebel  Ratcliffe 

Maud  Tracy  Florence  Tucker 

Loraine  Norris  May  Wood  Wigginton 

Marguerite  Seeley 

Millard  Herbert,  Page 

Circulation  Department 

Annie  V.  Pollard,  Head 
Esther  V.  Bakewell  (b)                      M.  A.  Thomas 
Sadie  C.  Doyle                                    Matilda  B.  Tyler 
William  E,  Morrow  c) 

Pages 

Harold  Stallard  Henry  PasUck 

a)  On  leave  of  absence  attending  a  library  school;  position  tempor- 

arily filled  by  a  substitute 

b)  Time  divided  between  Circulation  and  Reference  departments 

c)  Two  positions  In  tbls  department  are  being  temporarily  filled  by 

substitutes 
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LIBRARY  STAFF— Continued 

Reference  Department 

Marilla  W.  Freeman,  Head 
Caroline  Q.  Fullerton  Mary  Brown  Humphrey  (a) 

Russell  Hargan,  Page 

Children's  Department 

Adeline  B.  Zachert,  Head 
Bemice  Bell  Grace  Tabb 

Rudolf  Ounter,  Page 

Branch  Libraries 
„.,,,-,        ,  fMary  B.Pratt 

T^  ^1     J  T»       1.  f  Jennie  O.  Cochran 

PorOand  Branch |^^^^  Jit^vid^ 

Crescent  Hill  Branch Helen  Lanius 


•n    1 1     J  T>        1.  f  Jessie  M.  Taylor 

Parkland  Branch J  ^,  „  •" 

]  Florence  Hegan 


fThos.  F.Blue 

Colored  Branch j  Rachel  D.  Harris 

I  Elizabeth  Finney 


a)    Time  divided  between  Circulation  and  Reference  departments 


Fifth  Annual  Report 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

To  the  General  Council  of  the  City  of  Louisville: 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public 
Library  has  the  honor  to  submit  its  fifth  annual  report  for 
the  year  ending  August  81, 1909. 

This  consists  of  1)  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  showing 
all  receipts  and  expenditures;  2)  the  report  of  the  Auditors 
certifying  that  the  account  books  have  been  correctly  kept ; 
and  3)  the  report  of  the  Librarian  summarizing  the  opera- 
tions of  the  library  in  its  various  departments  and  branches. 

Two  points  merit  special  mention.  First,  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  library.  Five  years  ago  it  had  neither  build- 
ings, nor  books ;  it  had  nothing  but  a  promise  of  a  donation 
for  a  building.  To-day  it  owns  property  aggregating  $800,- 
000.00  in  value.  This  consists  of  one  main  and  six  branch 
buildings  containing  a  total  of  117,471  volumes.  It  has  a 
thorough  organization  including  41  persons  on  the  regular 
staff,  plus  5  pages  and  11  janitors.  Through  its  various 
agencies  it  circulated  last  year  564,797  volumes  for  home 
use  among  the  people  of  Louisville.  According  to  the  value 
of  its  properties,  the  completeness  of  its  equipment,  the  va- 
riety of  its  activities  and  the  amount  of  work  accomplished, 
it  therefore  ranks  among  the  first  libraries  of  the  country. 

Although  there  has  been  this  remarkable  development  of 
the  institution,  there  has  been  very  little  increase  from  time 
to  time  in  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  city  for  its  main- 
tenance. The  revenues  derived  from  the  city  have  been  as 
follows : 

1902  levy  1  cent  111,855  06 

1903  "  4  cents 47.971  09 

1904  "  4  "  45,101  61 

1905  "  3  "  39,636  76 

1906  "  3  "  42,912  92 

1907  "  3  "  47,498  39 

1908  "  3  "  48,064  52 

1909  "  3  "  48,876  18 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  the  tax  levy  this  year  yielded  only 
about  $900  more  than  it  did  in  1903  before  the  library  was 
opened. 

The  other  source  of  income  for  the  library  is  the  rent 
from  the  old  public  library  building.  But  this  is  now  so 
heavily  mortgaged  that  after  the  interest  is  paid  there  re- 
mains only  about  $7,000  net.  The  cost  of  maintaining  the 
libraries  for  the  past  year  was  $65,131.49. 

It  is  evident  therefore  that,  unless  this  development  is  to 
be  retarded  and  the  usefulness  of  the  institution  hampered, 
a  larger  appropriation  must  be  made  for  the  present  year. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  has  lost  two  of  its  members,  both 
of  whom  had  served  continuously  since  its  organization. 
These  are  Mr.  Uri,  who  died  February  22,  1909,  and  Mr. 
Langham,  who  died  July  6,  1909.  To  the  vacancies  thus 
created  I  as  Mayor  of  the  city  appointed  Prof.  W.  H.  Bar- 
tholomew and  Dr.  William  B.  Doherty. 

Resolutions  on  the  Death  of  Mr.  Uri 

This  Board  desires  to  express  its  sjrmpathy  to  the 
stricken  family  and  to  put  on  record  its  own  appreciation  of 
the  worth  and  work  of  Mr.  Nathan  M.  Uri,  a  most  faithful 
and  zealous  and  thoroughly  interested  member  of  this  Board 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  intelligent  in  the  expression 
of  his  conviction,  conscientious  in  the  i)ositions  for  which 
he  stood  and  eager  in  his  interest  for  the  promotion  of  the 
welfare  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library. 

Resolutions  on  the  Death  of  Mr.  Langham 

The  Trustees  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library 
record  with  sorrow  the  loss  of  Mr.  Arthur  Granville  Lang- 
ham,  a  member  of  this  body  from  its  organization.  Mr. 
Langham  served  through  all  these  years  on  the  Building 
Committee  and  in  this  responsible  position  as  in  all  the 
duties  laid  upon  him  by  the  Board,  he  was  wise,  faithful  and 
efficient.  The  members  of  the  Board  tender  their  warmest 
sympathy  to  Mrs.  Langham  and  other  relatives  in  this  sad 
and  tragic  bereavement. 

Respectfully  submitted 

-  James  F.  Grinstead 
President  of  Board  of  Trustees 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 

Louisville,  Ey.,  September  1, 1909 

Hon.  James  F.  Grinstead,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Louisville 
and  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Louis- 
ville Free  Public  Library. 

Dear  Sir:  As  Treasurer  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public 
Library  I  would  respectfully  reiwrt  the  followinsr  receipts 
and  disbursements  for  the  year  ending  August  31»  1909 : 

Receipts 
From  the  City  of  Louisville  on  account  of  tax  levies  for  the  year 

1902   I       32  10 

1903  199  68 

1904  810  55 

1905  838  28 

1906  48172 

1907  850  68 

1908   5^35  43 

1909    41,482  79 

f48.876  18 

Rents — ^Kaufman-Straus    Company 122,299  96 

Miscellaneous  rents 108  85 

22,403  31 

Fines   collected 1,259  48 

Miscellaneous  181  81 

Insurance    257  46 

Furniture  and  fixtures  sold 103  00 

Interest  on  loans 657  22 

Andrew  Carnegie  for  branches 22,000  00 

Bills  receivable 80,000  00 

Borrowed  on  bills  payable 10,000  00 

Total  Receipts 1135,738  46 
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Dltburtementt 

Main  library  buUding I  2.833  33 

Branch  buildings 21.424  23 

Pilcber  &  Tachau,  architects 25  00 

Bills   payable 10,000  00 

Furnishings   special 19.146  77 

Furniture  and  fixtures 1.483  13 

Books,  binding  and  rebinding 14.852  20 

Salaries    33.483  65 

Expense   6,538  64 

Light,  heat,  power  and  water 5,552  57 

Repairs  and  improvements 1,516  46 

Insurance  •  1.704  84 

Interest  on  mortgage 15.630  00 

Overdraft  at  bank.  September  1.  1908 671  74 

Balance  cash  on  hand  August  31. 1909 875  90 


Total  Disbursements 1135,738  46 

I  file  herewith  as  a  part  of  this  report  a  copy  of  the 
report  by  Turner  &  Spencer,  Auditors,  appointed  by  the 
Mayor  to  examine  the  books,  and  also  Exhibits  attached 
thereto  which  give  the  items  of  all  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments in  detail. 

Very  respectfully, 

John  Stites 

Treasurer 
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REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITOR 

Hon.  James  F.  Grinstead,  Mayor  City  of  Louisville. 

Dear  Sir:  Pursuant  to  instructions,  our  Mr.  Turner  has 
made  a  thorough  audit  and  examination  of  the  receipts  and 
disbursements  of  cash  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library 
for  the  fiscal  year  extending  from  September  1,  1908,  to 
August  31, 1909,  and  we  desire  to  report  that  all  the  receipts 
and  disbursements  have  been  verified  in  every  possible  man- 
ner and  no  errors  were  found. 

The  Cash  Balance  of  $875.90  corresponds  with  the  bank 
pass-book  when  the  checks  given  and  not  presented  to  the 
bank  for  payment  are  considered. 

The  books  are  in  splendid  condition.  Thanking  you  for 
the  confidence,  we  remain, 

Very  respectfully. 

Turner  &  Spencer 

Atuiitors 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 

To  THE  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Louisville  Free  Pubuc 
Library. 

Gentlemen:  Your  librarian  herewith  submits  his  fifth 
annual  report  for  the  year  ending  August  81, 1909. 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR   THE  YEAR 

Books  accessioned  during  year 13,690 

Books  discarded,  etc.  during  year 1,618 

Total  books  in  the  libraries 117,471 

Books  cataloged  during  year 21,738 

Total  books  cataloged 99,375 

Borrowers  registered  during  year 8,384 

Total  borrowers  registered 42,451 

Books  Issued 564,797 

Reference  topics  looked  up 23,672 

Buildings  and  Grounds.  Various  minor  details  on  the 
interior  of  the  main  building  have  been  completed.  Most 
important  is  the  grading  and  sodding  of  the  grounds  and 
construction  of  walks  according  to  plans  prepared  by  Olm- 
sted Brothers.  The  open  space  around  the  building  amounts 
to  almost  two  acres,  not  including  the  streets  and  sidewalks 
adjoining  on  four  sides.  The  streets  on  three  sides  have 
been  reconstructed.  All  of  these  changes  have  added 
greatly  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  grounds. 

The  entire  main  plant  not  including  books,  paintings  and 
museum  collection  represents  the  following  investment : 

Site    1110,225  52 

Improving  grounds 8,964  30 

Building  proper 255,550  13 

Steel  stacks 85,434  00 

Interior  decoration 3,060  00 

Light  fixtures 6,594  38 

Furniture  and  furnishings 15,786  44 

Total   1435,614  77 
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Branch  Buildings.  Of  these  there  are  four  completed 
and  occupied  and  the  fifth  is  under  construction.  The 
names,  location  and  date  of  opening  of  each  are  given  on 
page  17.  The  erection  of  the  Crescent  Hill,  Parkland  and 
Colored  branches  was  completed  last  year,  but  the  furni- 
ture was  installed  and  they  were  opened  this  year.  They 
are  all  beautifully  furnished  and  well  equipped. 

The  Shelby  Park  Branch  at  Hancock  and  Oak  streets 
has  been  referred  to  in  earlier  reports  as  the  Germantown 
Branch,  the  name  having  been  changed  in  October.  This 
building  is  located  at  the  entrance  to  Shelby  Park.  Work 
on  the  ground  was  begun  in  April,  the  comer  stone  was  laid 
with  appropriate  exercises  June  26,  and  the  contract  calls 
for  completion  next  October.  The  exterior  will  be  entirely  of 
ashlar  stone  with  tile  roof.  It  will  be  one  of  the  finest  of  all 
the  buildings  as  to  site,  arrangement  of  rooms  and  general 
appearance,  and  will  cost  about  $25,000. 

The  windows  and  doors  on  the  five  new  buildings  have 
been  provided  with  copper  screens  at  a  cost  of  $2,085.40. 
All  of  the  buildings  and  grounds  are  in  excellent  condition. 
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Insurance.  The  library  carries  $200,000  insurance  on 
the  main  building,  $60,000  on  four  branch  buildings,  $85,000 
on  the  contents  of  these  buildings,  $167,500  on  the  old  li- 
brary building  and  $18,000  on  the  rent  of  this  building,  total 
$520,500.  In  five  years  $9,772.80  in  prenaiums  has  been 
paid  on  these  policies.  The  main  building  is  of  thoroughly 
fireproof  construction.  In  view  of  this  fact  and  the  small 
danger  from  fire  in  the  branch  buildings,  the  Library  Board 
is  considering  the  advisability  of  carrying  its  own  insurance 
on  the  new  buildings  and  their  contents. 

Staft  The  staff  has  grown  from  38  to  41,  not  includ- 
ing the  treasurer's  bookkeeper,  four  pages,  five  janitors  and 
a  night  watchman  at  Main  and  a  janitor  at  each  of  the  five 
branches,  a  total  of  57  employees.  The  regular  staff  is 
divided  into  seven  groups :  General  administration  3  mem- 
bera^  Order  Department  5,  Catalog  Department  9,  Circula- 
tion Department  8,  Reference  Department  3,  Children's 
Department  8,  branches  10;  at  the  Colored  Branch  3,  at 
Crescent  Hill  1  with  an  assistant  on  half  time,  and  2  at  each 
of  the  other  three  branches. 

During  the  main  part  of  the  year  heads  of  departments 
and  branch  librarians  met  every  two  we^a  with  the  libra- 
rian to  consider  the  selection  of  books.  A  course  of  14 
lectures  on  reference  work  by  the  Head  of  the  Reference 
Department  was  given  to  a  class  averaging  17  in  attendance. 
The  Director  of  Children's  Work  met  biweekly  with  assist- 
ant branch  librarians  to  discuss  books  for  children. 

Two  assistants  spent  a  full  school  year  at  library  schools 
and  two  others  took  six  weeks'  summer  courses.  During 
their  summer  vacations  17  members  of  the  staff  visited 
libraries  on  their  travels  in  other  states  and  one  on  a  trip 
abroad.  The  librarian  and  the  heads  of  the  Catalog  and 
Reference  Departments  attended  the  annual  conference  of 
the  American  Library  Association  at  Bretton  Woods,  N.  H., 
June  28  to  July  3. 

New  appointments  on  the  staff  are  Marguerite  Seeley  in 
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October;  Elizabeth  Finney  in  October;  Florence  Hegan  in 
December.  Susan  A.  Fleming  resigned  in  March  to  become 
librarian  of  the  Louisville  Law  Library;  Roy  Schmidt  re- 
signed in  June ;  Minnie  W.  Leatherman  has  just  been  elected 
Secretary  of  the  North  Carolina  Library  Commission. 

Regulations  for  admission  to  the  library  service  were 
adopted  by  the  Board  in  March.  The  first  examination 
under  the  rules  was  given  in  June  to  32  applicants.  From 
these  a  training  class  of  10  members  will  be  formed  in  Sep- 
tember. The  system  thus  established  marks  a  distinct  step 
in  advance. 

Orders  and  Accessions.  There  have  been  added  13,- 
690  volumes  and  4,900  pamphlets ;  deducting  1,618  volumes 
lost  and  discarded,  leaves  a  total  of  117,471  volumes  now 
listed  in  the  library  accession  books.  Of  the  volumes  added 
12,082  were  by  purchase  and  1,608  by  gift. 

Book  Account  Expenditures  under  the  book  account 
for  the  last  three  years  are  as  follows.  The  distribution  of 
this  year's  book  account  among  the  different  libraries  is 
given  on  page  14. 


VoLUMra 

SUBSGBIPTIONS 

BlNDINO 

Rbbindimo 

No. 

Cort 

No. 

Coat 

Na 

Coat 

No. 

Cort 

1907. . . 
Ave'ffe 
1908  .. 
Ave'ge 
1909... 
Ave'ge 

7,544 

•  ••••• 

14.207 

$7448.23 
.94 

15,543.38 
1.09 

10,878.22 
.91 

443 
"543 
"640' 

$1,210.98 

2.73 

1,407.55 

2.59 

a  1,549.07 
2.31 

784 
"852' 
"673' 

$720.93 
.91 

722.10 
.84 

607.75 
.90 

7,884 
'9,046* 
'4,161' 

$2  978.75 
.40 

3,857.46 
.42 

1,669.40 
.40 

a)    Not  including  $46.21  wortli  of  subscrlptionB  for  four  months 


20 


Louisville  Free  Public  Library 


FIVE  YEAR  SUMMARY  OF  VOLUMES  IN  THE  LIBRARIES 


Tmt 

Main 

HichUiul 

Pmrtlmad 

ColoMd 

Gr.HUl 

Pwklmad 

Totel 

1906 

65,707 
74,341 
80,115 
85,353 
98.265 

2,890 
3,697 
4,574 
5,881 
6,402 

640 
2,379 
3,528 
4,679 
5,609 

1,132 
2,797 
4,268 
5,638 
6,911 

70,369 

1906 

83,214 

1907 
1908 
1909 

56 
1,907 
2,624 

13 
1,941 
2,760 

92,554 
105,399 
117,471 

Gifts.  Grateful  acknowledgment  is  made  of  the  1,234 
volumes,  4,473  pamphlets,  396  numbers  of  unbound  maga- 
zines, 221  continuances,  and  48  miscellaneous  articles  given 
to  the  library.  Among  the  donations  are  numerous  periodi- 
cals published  outside  of  Louisville,  as  well  as  the  local 
I>apers,  Anzeiger,  Courier-Journal,  Daily  Record,  Evening 
Post,  Herald,  Times  and  Eight  Hour  Printer. 


Periodicals.  Ten  per  cent  of  the  book  fund,  or  $1,- 
595.28,  was  spent  for  periodicals.  Those  currently  received 
number  416  titles ;  263  subscriptions  and  153  gifts.  Dupli- 
cated titles  make  a  total  of  861  copies ;  640  bought  and  221 
given.  The  library  binds  207  copies  of  140  titles  when  the 
volumes  are  complete.  The  list  of  titles  is  practically  the 
same  as  that  printed  in  the  Fourth  Annual  report  pages  69- 
74,  although  there  is  a  constant  demand  for  its  enlarge- 
ment. 


Marking  and  Mendintf.  The  adding  of  books  to  the  li- 
brary, preparing  them  for  circulation  and  keeping  them  in 
proper  condition  requires  a  large  amount  of  detail  work,  of 
which  a  few  items  are  given. 
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Volumes 

Marked  with  pertorating  tftamp 14^66 

Book  plates,  dating  slips  and  book  pockets  Inserted.  26,340 

Illustrations  stamped 2,869 

Pages   cut 1,374 

Old  labels  removed 8,622 

Special  labels  pasted  on  Juvenile  and  open  shelf 

books 9.026 

Call  number  painted  on  back 14,785 

Book  cards  and  book  plates  written 13,928 

Mended 15.124 

Cataloging.  There  were  16,667  volumes  cataloged 
this  year  for  Main  and  5,071  for  the  branches,  total  21,738 
volumes.  Of  those  cataloged  for  Main  8,853  belonged  to 
the  old  Polytechnic  collection.  Of  the  latter  there  remain 
uncataloged  between  five  and  six  thousand  volumes  of  mis- 
cellaneous works  and  some  very  old  sets  and  4,300  volumes 
of  the  sheep  bound  set  of  U.  S.  Government  documents. 
For  these  documents  there  is  a  separate  catalog  printed  by 
the  government. 

Considerable  time  has  been  spent  marking  the  cards  in 
the  public  catalog,  so  that  they  will  show  whether  a  given 
book  is  in  the  Open  Shelf  Room,  experience  having  demon- 
strated the  need  of  such  distinguishing  mark. 

VOLUMES  CATALOGED  1905-1909 


UBRART 


Colored  Branch 

Crescent  Hill  Branch 

Highland  Branch 

Parkland  Branch 

Portland  Branch 

Branch  Total 

Main , 

Grand  Total 


For  Adults 


8,440 
1,698 
4,073 
1,792 
3,645 


14,648 
62,674 


77.322 


For  Child  MB 


3,610 
913 

2,329 
936 

1,918 


9,706 
12,347 


22,053 


as= 


Total   a 


7,050 
2,611 
6.402 
2,728 
5,563 


24,354 
75,021 


99,375 


a)   Including  3,836  Yolnmes  discarded 
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The  card  catalogs  of  the  library  for  public  use  now  con- 
sist of  1)  In  the  Delivery  Room  a  full  dictionary  catalog 
of  authors,  subjects  and  titles  of  all  books  for  adults  at  Main 
and  of  author  entries  of  books  in  the  Children's  Room.  2) 
In  the  Open  Shelf  Room  a  classed  catalog  of  non-fiction  and 
an  author  and  title  catalog  of  fiction  in  this  room,  duplicat- 
ing no.  1  to  that  extent.  3)  In  the  Reference  Room  a  cata- 
log of  all  pamphlets  and  a  list  of  government  pamphlets  in 
department  order.  4)  In  the  Children's  Room  a  full  dic- 
tionary catalog  of  all  juvenile  books  at  Main.  5)  In  the 
Catalog  Room  an  author  catalog  of  all  cataloged  books  in 
the  Liibrary  of  Congress.  6)  In  each  branch  a  full  diction- 
ary catalog  of  the  books  in  that  branch. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cards  added  to 
the  various  catalogs  this  year  and  the  total  to  date. 

1908^9  Total 

Main— Adult   15.268  110,507 

JuvenUe   1.586  11,412 

Open   Sbelf 16.859  16.859 

Pamphlet   1.849  3.370 

Branches    10.242  58.856 

Union  shelf  list  (estimated) 6.408  53.397 

Branch  shelf  lists  (esUmated) 4.000  17.588 

Library  of  Congress  deposit  catalog 42.000  392.000 

Official  catalog 9.880  56,869 

Circulation.  Books  have  been  issued  for  home  use  this 
year  from  the  main  library  and  five  branches;  from  26 
stations,  10  at  schools  6  at  settlement  and  neighborhood 
houses,  6  at  playgrounds,  4  at  various  other  places;  also 
through  61  teacher's  cdlections,  making  a  total  of  93  ag^i- 
cies  for  the  distribution  of  books. 


FIVE  YEAR  SUMMARY  OF  VOLUMES  CIRCULATED 


Ymt 

Main 

Byadiw 

Statkui 

TbCal 

1905 

51.863 
243,961 
251.006 
266«670 
268.851 

17.842 

77.427 

109  685 

129.893 

212.624 

69,705 

1906 

320.849 

1907 
1908 
1909 

27.157 
50.632 
83.322 

387,788 
447.195 
564,797 
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This  year  shows  an  increase  of  117,602  volumes,  or  26 
per  cent  over  last  year.  Of  this  increase  less  than  1  per 
cent  was  at  Main,  7  per  cent  through  stations  and  class 
room  collections  and  19  per  cent  at  the  branches  (14  per 
cent  at  the  two  new  branches) . 


Circulation  Arranged  by  Libraries 

Library  Volumes 
Main  Library 

Open  Shelf  Room 174,552 

Stack  Room 28^34 

Reference    Room 2,728 

205,514 

Children's  Room 63337 

Stations  and  schools  (white) 62,960 

126.297 

Colored  Branch 30,024 

Stations  and  schools  (colored) 20,362 

50,386 

Crescent  Hill  Branch 28,584 

Highland    Branch 52,419 

Parkland   Branch 35,066 

Portland  Branch 66,531 

Total   564,797 

Summary 

Main    268,851 

Stations  and  schools 83,322 

Branches    212,624 

ToUl    564,797 
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Circulation  Arranged  by  Classes  (a) 


CLASSB8 

lUiB 

BnmehM 

VolVflMS 

Perecnt 

VdamM 

P«fO«llt 

General  Works 

286 

14,446 

8,849 

8,869 

10,108 

879 

4,199 

4,699 

6,898 

10,766 

9,674 

8,439 

7,084 

180,867 

72 

15,617 

918 

2,617 

14,686 

8,177 

4,860 

8,054 

8,978 

8,625 

10,479 

7,606 

6,207 

182,129 

Current  Periodicala. . . 
Philoeophy 

.064 
.012 
.012 
.038 
.003 
.016 
.017 
.022 
.040 
.086 
.081 
.026 
.686 

.078 
.004 

Relicrion    

.011 

Soooloflnr 

.069 

Fhiloloffv 

.014 

i  ,  *^*  ©^  

Science 

.020 

Uaeful  Arts 

.014 

Pine  Arta 

.018 

Literature 

.041 

History 

.049 

Travel 

.036 

Bioenc^phy 

Fiction 

.024 
.622  (b) 

Total 

268,947 

212,118 

a)  Not  Including  2,687  Tolumes  in  foreign  languages,  2,728  volumes 
circulated  from  the  reference  room  and  88,322  volumes  circulated 
through  stations  and  class  room  collections. 

b)  The  percentage  of  fiction  circulated  at  the  branches  is  Colored 
44  per  cent.  Crescent  Hill  67,  Highland  68,  Parkland  64,  and  Portland 
62. 

New  members  registered,  adults 8,680 

children  4,704 

8,884 

Names   canceled 295 

Transfers  to  branches 1,645 

Transfers  from  Children's  Room.' 193 

Duplicate  cards  issued,  adult 2,220 

Juyenile   633 

2,863 

Total  present  registration,  adults 23,616 

children  18,836 

42,461 

Percentage  of  population  (260,000)  registered 16.9 

Volumes  per  capita  drawn  for  home  use 2.26 

Expenditure  per  capita $0.26 

Postals  mailed  reserving  books 8,482 

Notices  sent  ot  books  overdue,  adult 9,116 

Juvenile  1,287 

10,403 

Fines  collected,  2  cents  per  day  on  books  overdue 

Main,  adult |783  82 

Juvenile  121  88 

Branches    853  78 

$1,259.48 

Cases  of  contagious  diseases  reported  by  Health  Office 588 

Contagious  disease  notices  mailed  by  the  library 213 
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Reference  Work.  With  the  cataloginsr  of  the  old 
Polytechnic  collection  nearing  completion,  the  reference  re^ 
sources  of  the  library  are  in  better  condition  than  ever  be- 
fore. In  the  Third  annual  report  pages  42-46  the  requests 
for  infomuttion  are  classified  in  detail  and  the  sources  of 
supply  are  outlined.  Any  volume  on  the  shelves  may  be 
used  for  this  purpose,  but  the  more  distinctly  reference  ma- 
terial amounts  to  20,566  volumes,  or  about  28  per  cent  of 
the  entire  main  library,  and  may  be  classified  as  follows : 

Material  In  tlie  Reference  Room  proper 5,600  Tolames 

a)  Books  moBt  used,  such  as  dictionaries,  cyclopedias, 

hand  books,  atlases,  etc. 

b)  More  important  bound  periodicals 

c)  Current  periodicals,  349 

d)  Indexes 

e)  Bibliographies  printed  and  typewritten 

f)  Books  indexed  in  Granger's  Index  to  poetry,  reci- 

tations, etc. 

g)  Special  editions  of  standard  authors,  852t. 

Material  ill  the  Stack  Room 14,956  volumes 

a)  U.  S.  Government  publications,  4,810v. 

b)  State,  municipal  and  other  public  documents 

c)  Bound  newspapers,  556 v. 

d)  Bound  magazines 

e)  Transactions  of  societies 

f )  Other  volumes,  partly  overflow  from  the  ^  8,854v. 

Reference  Room 

g)  Pamphlets 


} 


In  this  department  especially  statistics  can  not  adequate- 
ly represent  what  has  been  accomplished.  A  partial  record 
of  topics  looked  up  has  grown  during  the  last  four  years  as 
follows:  8,054;  13,439;  15,130;  17,048.  Reference  lists 
compiled  this  year  number  170. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  effort  of  the 
library  to  demonstrate  the  direct  and  practical  value  of  the 
library  to  men  in  their  daily  business.  In  connection  with 
the  Southern  Electrical  and  Industrial  Exposition  held  here 
in  March  a  handy  list  was  compiled  and  printed  of  books  in 
the  library  on  electricity,  machine  shop  practice,  foundry 
practice,  plumbing  and  woodworking.    Of  this  list  5,000 
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copies  were  distributed  at  the  exposition  and  the  remainder 
were  through  personal  visits  systematically  placed  in  the 
hands  of  men  in  the  various  shops  and  factories  of  the  city. 
The  resources  of  the  library  have  thus  been  brought  to  the 
attention  of  many  men  who  were  not  aware  of  any  relation 
between  books  and  business,  especially  their  business. 

The  five  branches  have  2,058  volumes  classified  as  refer- 
ence books,  or  an  average  of  411  volumes  each.  Reference 
work  there  is  mostly  with  upper  grade  and  high  school 
pupils.  The  number  of  recorded  topics  looked  up  this  year 
is  6,624. 

Work  With  Children.  Of  the  entire  circulation,  246,- 
552  volumes,  or  43  per  cent,  were  children's  books.  This 
is  an  increase  of  79,195  volumes,  or  47  per  cent,  over  last 
year.  Of  this  increase  4  per  cent  was  at  Main,  23  per  cent 
at  the  branches  (18  per  cent  at  the  two  new  branches) ,  8  per 
cent  through  stations  and  12  per  cent  through  class  room 
collections.  An  increase  of  4,704  makes  a  total  juvenile 
registration  to  date  of  18,836.  Children's  books  were  dis- 
tributed through  the  following  agencies : 

Volumes         Children 
drawn  registered 

Main  Library 68,337  11,495 

Colored  Branch 17,676  2,772 

Crescent  Hill  Branch 12,914  396 

Highland   Branch 21,408  1,431 

Parkland  Branch 17,971  731 

Portland  Branch 28,924  2,011 

Deposit  stations  (22) 

White    (18) 87,614 

Colored  (4) 16,717 

54,331 

Class  Room  Collections  (61) 

White    (53) 25,346 

Colored  (8) 3,645 

28,991  

1909     ToUl 245,55?  18,836 

1908        "     (Main  and  3  branches) .. .  166,857 

1907         "  "  ...  128,360 
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In  November  the  Head  of  the  Children's  Department 
was  appointed  Director  of  Children's  work,  to  have  supervi- 
sion and  direction  of  children's  work  in  all  the  branches, 
and  the  branch  assistants  were  designated  as  children's 
librarians.  Some  results  of  this  modification  in  the  organi- 
zation are  1)  better  system  in  guiding  children's  reading,  2) 
more  careful  book  selecting,  3)  a  regular  series  of  round 
table  meetings  for  children's  workers  to  discuss  books  and 
problems. 

Stations  and  Class  Room  Collections.  These  are 
sent  out  from  the  main  library  only ;  those  for  negroes  are 
sent  from  the  Colored  Branch.  Deposits  of  50  to  100  vol- 
umes were  located  in  6  white  schools,  in  4  colored  schools, 
in  3  settlement  houses  and  in  9  other  places,  such  as  missions 
and  playgrounds ;  a  total  of  2,776  volumes  in  the  white  sta- 
tions and  841  in  the  colored  stations.  In  most  cases  these 
are  in  charge  of  volunteers  not  on  the  library  staff.  During 
July  and  August  14  of  these  agencies  were  maintained. 

There  were  61  class  room  collections  of  25  to  40  volumes 
aggregating  1,660  volumes  sent  to  teachers,  who  selected 
the  books  from  the  library  Shelves  to  be  circulated  among 
the  pupils  in  their  school  rooms. 

Guidintf  Children's  Reading.  The  Story  Hour  is  main- 
tained as  a  means  of  directing  children's  reading.  The  gen- 
eral topic  followed  at  all  the  libraries  was  English  history 
including  ballads  and  legends  of  England.  Outlines  of  the 
stories  with  reference  lists  were  prepared  at  Main  and  sent 
to  the  branches.  Miscellaneous  stories  were  told  at  schools, 
city  institutions,  settlement  houses  and  playgrounds.  The 
stories  except  in  a  few  instances  were  told  by  members  of 
the  staff. 

Reading,  study  and  debating  clubs  are  also  leading  to  a 
larger  interest  in  and  a  better  appreciation  of  good  books. 
Of  these  there  are  at  Main  4,  Highland  1,  Portland  3,  Col- 
ored 4. 

Worlc  with  Schools  is  divided  theoretically  into  two 
classes :  first,  reference  work  with  teachers  and  pupils  above 
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the  eighth  grade,  which  goes  to  the  Reference  Department 
proper ;  second,  work  with  teachers  and  pupils  in  the  grades, 
which  is  done  by  the  Children's  Department.  In  practice 
the  division  is  not  rigidly  observed,  especially  in  the 
branches,  where  there  are  no  separate  departments. 

In  the  grades  it  comprises  in  general  1)  the  circulation 
of  books  at  the  libraries,  at  the  stations  and  through  the 
class  room  collections ;  2)  reference  work ;  S)  the  story  hour ; 
4)  visitation  of  schools  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the 
aims,  methods  and  resources  of  the  library.  The  91  talks 
thus  given  this  year  and  the  large  amount  of  practical  assist- 
ance given  to  teachers  are  proving  potent  means  for  estab- 
lishing closer  relations  between  the  libraries  and  the  schools, 
for  increasing  the  circulation  and  for  bringing  books  to 
people  in  remote  comers  of  the  city. 

Branches.  Branch  development  for  the  year  has  been 
unusually  large.  The  Crescent  Hill  and  Parkland  branches 
opened  in  new  buildings  in  September  for  the  first  time.  In 
Ctetober  the  Colored  Branch  was  moved  into  a  new  building 
from  the  temporary  quarters  where  it  had  been  conducted 
since  September  1905.  In  May  the  Trustees  appropriated 
$17,500  for  a  second  Colored  Branch  building  to  be  erected 
in  the  eastern  colored  section  as  soon  as  a  suitable  site  can 
be  secured. 

There  are  now  five  branches  in  operation,  four  of  them 
in  new  buildings.  The  Portland  Branch  is  still  in  rented 
quarters,  very  little  progress  having  been  made  toward  se- 
curing a  site  for  a  permanent  building.  The  Shelby  Park 
Branch  building  now  under  construction  is  to  be  completed 
early  in  the  next  fiscal  year.    See  page  16. 

The  following  table  gives  a  view  of  the  branch  activity 
and  its  relation  to  the  library  work  as  a  whole.  The  212,624 
volumes  issued  at  the  branches  are  87  per  cent  of  the  entire 
circulation.  They  therefore  circulate  more  than  one  third 
of  all  the  books  drawn,  although  they  contain  less  than  one 
fifth  of  the  books  in  all  the  libraries.  This  is  due  in  part  to 
the  fact  that  the  main  library  has  a  large  number  of  ''dead 
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books/'  that  is  books  which  are  seldom  if  ever  taken  out; 
whereas  at  the  branches  the  books  are  new,  ''live  books/' 
This  is  further  emphasized  by  the  fact  that  in  the  branches 
each  volume  went  out  an  average  of  11  times,  whereas  the 
average  at  Main  is  only  4. 

The  readers  at  the  branches  are  also  more  active  than 
those  at  Main,  except  at  the  Colored  Branch,  which  has  the 
largest  proportion  of  members  who  ''join''  and  then  make 
little  use  of  their  membership.  There  are  however  more 
members  at  this  branch  who  do  their  reading  in  the  build- 
ing. An  interesting  fact  is  the  large  average  number  of 
books  per  reader  dittwn  at  the  Crescent  Hill  and  Parkland 
branches,  which  were  recently  opened,  where  they  are  still 
somewhat  of  a  novelty.  The  registration  at  these  two 
branches  is  1,980,  of  which  1,230  are  transfers  from  other 
libraries,  nearly  aU  from  Main. 
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Inventories  of  the  Open  Shelf,  Stack,  Reference  and 
Children's  rooms  show  890  volumes  "missing  and  unac- 
counted for."  Some  of  these  will  probably  be  found,  but  the 
number  as  it  stands  represents  the  loss  of  four  and  a  half 
years,  or  197  per  year ;  this  is  one  per  cent  of  the  total  num- 
ber of  books  included  in  the  inventory,  or  one  lost  for  every 
1,196  volumes  circulated.  The  loss  is  greater  this  year  than 
in  any  previous  years.  These  figures  are  for  the  main 
library  only.  At  the  three  branches,  where  readers  have 
unrestricted  access  to  ail  the  books,  only  76  have  been  lost 
since  their  opening,  or  one  for  every  4,668  volumes  circu- 
lated. 

Publications  issued  were  as  follows,  not  including 
mimeographed  lists  and  business  forms: 

Fourth  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Louisville  Free  Public  Library.    74p.  O  plates  (500  copies) . 

Colored  Branch,  Louisville  Free  Public  Library  (Brief 
description  of  building  and  work)  4p.  D  plate  (5,000  copies) . 

Bulletin  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library.  October 
1908— May  1909.  Vol.  1,  nos.  3-7,  p.  27-95;  vol.  2,  no.  1, 
48p.  D. 

Lists  of  recent  additions.  No.  3,  3,000  copies;  no.  4,  3,000  copies; 
no.  5,  1,500  copies;  no.  6,  4,000  copies;  no.  7,  2,000  copies;  vol.  2,  no.  1, 
2,000  copies. 

List  of  Practical  books  in  the  library  on  electricity,  ma^ 
chine-shop  practice,  foundry  practice,  plumbing  and  wood 
working.    32p.    T  (10,000  copies). 

Distributed  at  Southern  Electrical  and  Industrial  Exposition  and  in 
various  factories  and  shops. 

Publicity.  There  were  610  newspaper  clippings  about 
the  library  added  to  the  library  scrap-book,  which  now  fills 
two  quarto  volumes.  This  includes  only  one  copy  of  articles, 
which  appeared  simultaneously  in  various  papers.  Lists  of 
books  added  to  the  library  are  printed  weekly  by  the  four 
English  daily  papers. 
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Books  for  the  Blind.  A  donation  of  107  volumes  has 
been  received  from  the  Kentucky  Institute  for  the  Blind. 
The  library  now  has  72  volumes  in  New  York  point  and  40 
volumes  in  raised  letter.  Efforts  will  be  made  to  add  to  this 
number  and  to  place  the  books  in  the  hands  of  the  blind 
readers  of  the  city. 

Extension  of  Library  PrlvUetfes.  In  November  the 
free  use  of  the  library,  heretofore  confined  to  residents  of 
the  city,  was  extended  to  all  teachers  and  pupils  in  any 
school  or  educational  institution  in  Jefferson  County. 

Meetings  of  Clubs  and  Societies  in  the  libraries 
reached  159 ;  at  Main  78,  held  by  6  clubs,  which  meet  regu- 
larly and  22  public  lectures  and  meetings  of  various  organi- 
zations; at  the  branches,  59  miscellaneous  meetings.  The 
new  stereopticon  recently  added  to  the  library's  equipment 
is  giving  excellent  service. 

Art  Exhibit.  The  Louisville  Art  Association  held  its 
first  free  exhibit  in  the  Art  Room  June  1  to  19.  The  at- 
tendance was  5,200.  Several  exhibits  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter are  planned  for  the  coming  year. 

The  library  was  opened  May  6,  1905.  The  first  report 
covering  a  full  twelvemonth  was  for  the  year  ending  August 
31,  1906.  Since  then  the  number  of  volumes  drawn  for 
home  use  has  increased  76  per  cent.  Other  features  of  the 
work  show  a  similar  expansion.  With  this  large  growth  in 
quantity  has  come  a  corresponding  improvement  in  the  qual- 
ity of  the  service  rendered.  This  has  been  made  possible  by 
the  wisdom  and  liberality  of  the  trustees  and  the  faithful 
endeavors  and  hearty  co-operation  of  the  members  of  the 
staff.  Respectfully  submitted 

William  F.  Yust 

Librarian 


INDEX 

This  indexes  only  the  more  Important  topics  and  Includes  reports 
1  to  6,  that  is,  it  covers  not  only  the  present  report  but  also  the  four 
previous  reports.  The  figured  in  heavy  face  type  refer  to  the  number 
of  the  report  and  those  in  lighter  type  to  the  (page.  For  example,  4:27 
means  page  27  in  the  fourth  annual  report. 


Access  to  shelves,  see  Open  shelves 
Accessions   1:19,  2:74,  3:32,  4:27, 

6*19 
Accounto  2:31,  3:30,  4:21 
A.  L.  A.  Catalog  2:33 
Apprentices  1:16,  3:24 
Art  Room  4:24;  exhibit  5: 
Auditors'  reports  in  reports  1  to  5 
Blind,  books  for  the  2:25,  5:32 
Board  of  Trustees,  officers  and  com- 
mittees 5:4;  also  In  reports  1 
to4 
Resolutions  on  the  death  of 
John  A.  Ouchterlony  2:13 
Donald  Macpherson  4:9 
Nathan  M.  Uri  5:10 
Arthur  G.  Langham  5:10 
Book  envelope  2:43 
Book   purchases.     See   reports   of 
Order  departmmit 

Branches,  policy  of  trustees  1:35, 
2:12,    55;    Carnegie's    gift   for 
buildings  2:11;  progress  in  con- 
stniction  3:28,  4:17,  5:28 
Colored   Branch   reports   1:38, 
2:61  (lUus.),  3:60,  4:51;  floor 
plans    3:82;     exterior    view 
5:25 
Crescent  Hill  Branch  site  don- 
ors  3:73;    floor  plans   3:84; 
exterior  view  5:  frontispiece; 
reports  3:63,  4:55 
Highland  Branch  reports  1:^6 
(iUus.),  2:56,  3:53,  4:46  (new 
building  opened) ;  floor  plans 
2:84;    exterior   view   3:  fron- 
tispiece 
Parkland    Branch    floor    plains 
3:86;  exterior  view  5:15;  re- 
ports 3:63,  4:55 
Portland  Branch  reports  1:38, 

2:59  (illus.),  3:67,  4:50 
Shelby     Park     (Germantown) 
Branch   reports   3:64;    4:55, 
5:16 
General  report  5:28;  compara- 
tive statistics  5:30 


Buildings.    Old  main  builolng,  al- 
terations    1:15;     floor     plans 
1:42;  remortgaged  3:10 
New  main  building,  site  donors 

1:46;      begun     1:16;      floor 

plans   1:43,  2:81;    plans   de- 
scribed 2:19;  progress  on  2:10, 

3:22;  opened  4:17;  cost  5:15 
Building    and    grounds     table 

5:17 
See  also  Branches 

Bulletin  of  additions  4:32 

Carnegie  gifts,  main  1 :9, 12;  branch- 
es 2:11 

Catalog  cards,  deposit  of  Library 
of  Congress  1:24,  3:37,  4:32 

Catalog  department  reports  1:23 
(lllus.),  2:35,  3:34,  4:29,  5:21 

Catalogs  on  cards,  list  of  for  public 

use  5:22 
Charging  system  1:30 
Chess  Club  2:25,4:24 

Children's  department  reports  1:34, 
2:51  (illus.),  3:48,  4:41  (illus.), 
5:26 

Circulation  arranged  by  libraries 
5:23;  arranged  by  classes  5:24 
detailed  statistics  in  reports  1 
to  4 

Circulation  department  reports  1:28 
(Ulus.),  2:41,  3:38,  4:33  (illus. 
17,  33),  5:22 

Class  room  collections  3:52,  4:44, 
5:27 

Contagious  diseases  2:44 

Cost  of  maintenance  2:16,  3:19, 
4:16,5:14 

Depreciation  of  books  4:15 

Disbursements  and  receipts.  See 
Treasurer's  reports 

Donors.    See  Gifts 

Extension  of  library  privileges  5:32 

Finances  3:22,  4:17.  See  also  Ac- 
counts, Cost  of  maintenance, 
and  Treasurer's  reports 


34 


Louisville  Free  Public  Library 


GIfU  1:21,  46,  48,  2:32.  76.  3:32,  73, 
74,4:27,  64,5:20 

Guiding  children's  reading  5:27 
See  also  Story  hour 

History  of  library  1:9 

Hours  of  opening  1:30,  3:25,  5:6; 
children's  room  4:21 

Illustrations.  Main  building,  ex- 
terior 4:  frontispiece.  See  also 
separate  departments  and 
branches 

Insurance  5:18 

Inventory  2:24,  5:31 

Jamestown  and  Boonesboro  Day 
3:29 

Kentucklana  2:34 

Kentucky  libraries  2:27 

Kentucky  Library  Conference  3:28 

Lecture  rooms,  use  of  4:22,  5:32 

Librarian,  resignation  and  election 
1:11 

Louisville  authors  3:27 

Louisville  libraries  2:26 

Loulsvilliana  1:22 

Marking  and  mending  5:20 

Medical  department  2:26;  3:27 

Meetings  of  clubs  and  societies  in 
libraries  5:32 

Museum  2:25 

Moving  to  new  building  4:17,  27 

Open  shelves  1:29  (illus.),  2:43, 
3:40,  4:36  (illus.  33) 

Order  department  reports  1:18, 
2:28,  3:30,  4:25,  5:19 

Pages  3:40 

Pamphlet  cataloging  4:31 

Periodicals  5:2*0;  current  Tor  circu- 
laUon  2:44 

Petty  cash  account  4:14 

Pictures  mounted  for  circulation 
2:53,3:52 

Pol3rtechnic  collection  of  books 
1:20,  3:35;  volumes  cataloged 
4:31,  5:21 

Polytechnic  Society,  merger  1:15; 
room  2:25 


Popular  books  2:34 

Presidents'  reports  page  9  in  re- 
ports 1  to  5 

Printing.    See  Publications 

Public  documents  1:21,  2:33 

Publications  and  printing  1 :22, 4:23, 
5:31 

Publicity  1:22,  2:24,  3:26,  4:22, 
5:31 

Receipts  and  disbursements.  See 
Treasurer's  reports 

Reference  department  reports  1:30 
(Ulus.),  2:45,  3:41,  4:36  (iUus.), 
5:25 

Reference  questions  and  resources 
classified  3:42,  5:25 

Registration  rules  1 :  29 ;  at  branches 
2:45;  borrowers  classified  3:39 

Salary  schedule  4:20 
Schools,   work   with   2:50,    51,   54, 
3:42,  46,  51,  52,  4:44,  5:27    ' 

Secretary  to  Board,  librarian  as  as- 
sistant 3:29 

Site  for  main  building,  contribu- 
tions to  1:46;  Crescent  Hill 
3:73 

Staff  1:16,  2:21,  lectures  41,  49, 
3:23,  lectures  37,  47,  4:19,  6:18; 
examination  for  admission 
5:19;  organization  of  5:7,  also 
in  reports  1  to  4 

Standard  authors  collection  3:46 

Stations,  deposit  2:54,  3:50,  4:43, 
5:27 

Story  hour  2:54.  3:52,  4:45,  5:27 

Summer  privileges  3:40 

Sunday  opening  2:23,  3:25 

Supplies,  method  in  buying  and  dis- 
tributing 3:30 

Tax  levy  1:10,  5:9 

Teachers'  library  and  room  3:52, 
4:44 

Technical  books,  list  printed  and 
distributed  5:25 

Treasurer's  reports  1:13,  2:15,  3:12, 
4:12,  5:11 

Vacations  3:25;  and  absences  4:21 


Sixth  Annual  Report 


OF  THE 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 


OF  THE 


Louisville  Free  Public  Library 


FOR  THE 


Year  Ending  August  3 1 

1910 


Louisville  Free  Public  Library 

Louisville,  Kentucky 

1911 


-  M    •  -  v^>* 


^^ 


i   • 


V 


^ 


« 


\ 


■«. , 


o  » 


u  /-:  •.•   /*      '  -^z:)  *: 


/ 


\j 


CONTENTS 


Tnistees>  officers  and  committees 4 

Libraries,  location  and  hours 6 

Library  staff 7 

President's  report 9 

Treasurer's  report 11 

Auditor's  report 14 

Librarian's  report 16 

TABLBS 

Cost  of  maintenance 16 

Circulation  chart 26 

ComparatiTe  statistics 88 


Louisville  Free  Public  Library 


LOUISVILLE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

Iiicorp<»ratc4 


Authorized  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Ck>minonwealth  of 
Kentucky,  act  approved  21  March  1902;  established  by  resolution  of 
the  General  Council  of  the  City  of  Louisville  12  April  1902;  consoli- 
dated with  the  Louisville  Public  Library  of  the  Polytechnic  Society 
of  Kentucky  under  act  of  the  General  Assembly  approved  16  March 
1902,  contract  signed  1  November  1904. 


BOARD  OP  TRUSTEES 

Bx-Offido,  Term  Expires  November 

1918 

William  0.  Head,  Mayor  of  Louisville 
Term  Expires  April 

1911 

Edgar  Y.  Mullins  Edward  L.  Powell 

Arthur  M.  Butledge 

Term  Expires  April 

1918 


Chas.  B.  Hemphill 


Alfred  Pirtle 


John  Stites 


Frank  P.  Straus 
Term  Expires  April 

1918 
W.  H.  Bartholomew 


Albert  S.  Brandeis 


Term  Expires  April 

1914 

Bennett  H,  Young  Edward  J.  0  'Brien 

John  J.  Davis 


Sixth  Annual  Report 


OFFICERS 

President       William  0.  Head 

Vice-President      Arthur  M.  Rutledge 

Secretary       Alfred  Pirtle 

Treasurer      John  Stites 

Executive  Committee 

John  Stites  Edgar  Y.  Mullins 

Bennett  H.  Young 

Building  Committee 

Edgar  Y.  Mullins  Edward  J.  0  'Brien 

John  J.  Davis 

Finance  Committee 

John  Stites  Alfred  Pirtle 

W.  H.  Bartholomew  Frank  P.  Straus 

Library  Committee 

Bennett  H.  Young  Edward  L.  Powell 

Arthur  M.  Rutledge  Chas.  B.  Hemphill 


6  Louisville  Free  Public  Libraty 

THE  LIBRARIES 
Location  and  Hoarj 


MAIN   LIBRARY 

Fourth  and  York  Streeta 

Opened  In  temporary  quarters  4  May  1905 

New  building  opened  24  July  1908 

Hours:  9  a.  m.  to  9  p.  m.  week  days,  2  to  9  p.  m.  Sundaya 

William  P.  Yust,  Librarian 

HIGHLAND  BRANCH 

Highland  Avenue  and  Cherokee  Road 

Opened  in  temporary  quarters  7  January   1905 

New  building  opened  8  February.  1908 

Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  week  days,  2  to  6  p.  m.  Sundays 

Mary  B.  Pratt,  Branch  Librarian 

COLORED  BRANCH 

Tenth  and  Chestnut  Streets 

Opened  in  temporary  quarters  23  September  1905 

New  building  opened  29  October.  1908 

Hours:    2  to  9  p.  m.  daily  including  Sundays 

Thos.  F.  Blue,  Branch  Librarian 

PORTLAND  BRANCH. 

537  North  Twenty-sixth  Street 

Opened  in  temporary  quarters  18  December  1905 

Hours:    2  to  9  p.  m.  daily  including  Sundays 

Jennie  O.  Cochran,  Branch  Librarian 

CRESCENT  HILL  BRANCH 

Frankfort  and  Birchwood  Avenues 

Opened  in  new  building  29  September,  1908 

Hours:    2  to  9  p.  m.  daily  including  Sundays. 

Sallie  T.  Berryman,  Branch  Librarian 

PARKLAND  BRANCH 

Twenty-eighth  Street  and  Virginia  Avenue 
Opened  in  new  building  15  October  1908 
Hours:    2  to  9  p.  m.  daily  including  Sundays 
Jessie  M.  Taylor,  Branch  Librarian 

The  branches  are  arranged  in  the  order  of  their  opening. 

Sunday  opening  is  for  reading  and  reference  only  and  not  for  the 
circulation  of  books.  The  libraries  are  open  on  all  but  two  legal  holi- 
days for  the  same  hours  as  on  Sundays;  they  are  closed  on  the  Fourth 
of  July  and  Christmas. 
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REPORT  OP  THE  PRESIDENT 

To  the  Oeneral  Council  of  the  City  of  Louisville : 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library 
has  the  honor  to  submit  its  sixth  annual  report  for  the  year  end- 
ing August  31,  1910. 

The  growth  of  the  institution  in  resources  and  achievements 
indicates  that  our  educational  progress  is  keeping  pace  with  our 
commercial  development.  Its  influence  is  manifest  in  our  prac- 
tical business  affairs  as  well  as  in  the  higher  life  of  the  city. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  below  that  the  annual  cost  of 
maintenance  is  considerably  larger  than  the  amount  raised  by 
taxation.  The  difference  has  heretofore  been  made  up  by  the 
income  from  the  rent  on  the  old  Public  Library  building.  The 
library  under  the  present  lease,  which  expires  January  1,  191*J 
should  receive  in  rental  from  that  building  $23,200  gross.  Of 
this  amount  $15,500  is  paid  out  annually  for  interest  on  the 
mortgage  on  the  property.  This  year  papers  were  signed  pro- 
viding for  the  renewal  of  the  lease  on  its  expiration  at  the  ad- 
vanced rate  of  $36,000  a  year.  The  new  lease  is  for  a  period  of 
12  years,  at  the  end  of  which  the  property  is  to  be  revalued  and 
a  15  year  lease  made  on  an  8  per  cent  income  basis.  In  several 
years  this  will  provide  a  substantial  increase  in  the  library's 
revenue. 

The  income  from  the  tax  levy  as  compared  with  the  cost  of 
maintenance  has  been  as  follows: 

Cost  of 
Receipts  Mmintenance 

1902  levy  1  cen\ $11,855  06         


1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 


4  cents 47,971  09    

4  "  45,101  61    

3  39,636  76    

3  "  42,912  92  $54,471  91 

3  "  47,498  39  51,877  50 

3  "  48,064  52  68,447  91 

3  "  48,876  18  65,131  49 

3i  "  60,557  68  66,191  21 


The  city  tax  levy  for  library  purposes  was  raised 
this  year  from  3  cents,  which  has  been  the  rate  since  1904, 
to  3yi  cents.     The  rent  from  the  old  Public  Library  build- 
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ing  has  also  been  enlarged  somewhat  by  the  income  from  the 
fifth  floor,  which  was  formerly  occupied  by  the  library.  But 
even  with  these  increases  the  actual  amount  for  maintenance  was 
about  the  same  as  for  several  years  previous  owing  to  the  fact 
that  hitherto  there  has  generally  been  considerable  income  from 
interest  or  a  balance  in  the  form  of  cash  or  bills  receivable. 

In  April  as  usual^  three  Trustees'  terms  of  office  expired, 
Prof.  R.  P.  Halleck,  Mr.  Owen  Tyler  and  Dr.  William  B.  Do- 
herty.  To  these  three  vacancies  I  as  Mayor  of  the  City  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Edward  J.  O'Brien,  John  J.  Davis  and  Col.  Ben- 
nett H.  Young. 

The  Treasurer,  the  Auditor,  and  the  Librarian  in  the  follow- 
ing pages  present  a  complete  account  of  the  condition  and  ac- 
tivities of  the  library.    These  reports  are  commended  to  your 

consideration. 

Respectfully  submitted 

W.  0.  Head 

President  of  Board  of  Trtistees 
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REPORT  OP  THE  TREASURER 

Louisville,  Ky.,  September  1,  1910 

Hon.  W.  0.  Head,  President  Board  of  Trostees 
Louisville  Free  Public  Library. 

Dear  Sir: 

As  Treasurer  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library,  I  would 
respectfully  report  the  following  receipts  and  disbursements  for 
the  year  ending  August  31, 1910. 

Receipts 

Balance  September  1,  1909  - $876  90 

City  of  LoulBvlUe 

Collected  on  1902  taxes I       13  92 

1903  taxes 117  50 

1904  taxes 185  46 

1905  taxes 252  90 

1906  taxes 412  04 

1907  taxes 667  02 

1908  taxes 1,083  40 

1909  taxes 5,664  30 

1910  taxes 52,161  14 

Total  from  city  - 60,557  68 

Rents 

Collected  from  Kaufman-Straus  Co |11,599  98 

Miscellaneous  rents  collected  169  92 

11,769  90 

Fines  collected  at  all  libraries %  1,678  32 

Reserves,  collected  at  all  libraries 12  57 

Books,  collected  for  rebinding |7  20 

Books,  collected  for  lost  books 43  92 

51  12 

Light,  collected  for  light  furnished 44  73 

B2xpense  and  sundry  receipts 157  52 

Salaries,  refund  on  salaries 5  70 

Furniture  and  fixtures  refund 38  77 

Interest  on  bank  deposits 163  86 

Andrew  Carnegie,  donations  for  branches 12,500  00 

Bills  payable   22,500  00 

37,152  59 

Total  receipts  for  year -.-1110,356  07 
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Disbursements 

Main  building %    1,539  89 

Shelby  Park  Branch 8,100  00 

Bills  payable  paid  on  money  borrowed 22,500  00 

Furniture  and  fixtures 1,542  06 

Books  and  operating  expenses 

Books  and  periodicals  - 112,273  12 

Binding  and   rebinding   3,650  85 

15,923  97 

Salaries,  librarian  and  assistants   $30,209  49 

Salaries,  Janitors    4,470  98 

34,680  47 

Expenses        5,869  52 

Light,  heat  and  power _ 5,439  73 

Repairs  and  improvements  2,051  57 

Insurance       683  89 

Interest  on  mortgage $  7,750  00 

Interest  on  loans 201  61 

7,951  61 

Total  disbursements  for  year $106,282  71 

Balance   in    bank    -  — 4,073  36 


$110,356  07 


The  Louisville  Public  Library  have  failed  to  pay  over  to  us 
any  part  of  the  rent  since  February  1,  1910. 

They  have  paid  the  interest  due  June  1,  1910,  and  ought  to 
have  on  hand  a  balance,  which  balance  belongs  under  contract 
to  this  Board  as  of  the  31st  of  August,  1910,  of  $3,849.98. 

We  have  paid  out  of  the  money  belonging  to  the  Louisville 
Free  Public  Library  on  account  of  the  Louisville  Public  Library 
Building  since  the  payment  for  rents  to  us  have  been  stopped : 

For  account  of  Insurance $353  82 

For  Incidentals  181  75 

For  Repairs  and  Improvements 972  13 

We  have  closed  Building  Account  for  the  Main  Library, 
Highland,  Parkland,  Colored  and  the  Crescent  Hill  branches, 
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leaving  the  only  open  account,  the  Shelby  Park  Library,  which 
is  not  yet  completed,  but  for  which  we  have  on  hand  enough 
money  to  complete. 

We  have  received  from  Mr.  Carnegie  for  Branch  Libraries 
$129,500,  leaving  undrawn  of  his  subscription  for  account  of 
Branch  Libraries  $70,500.  Under  the  arrangements  which  the 
Board  has  made,  three  more  buildings  should  be  erected  out  of 
this  money,  one  in  Portland,  one  somewhere  north  and  west  of 
Eighteenth  and  Walnut  streets,  and  the  Colored  Branch  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  city,  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Breckin- 
ridge and  Jackson  streets. 

I  file  herewith  as  part  of  this  rei>ort  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
Turner  &  Spencer,  Examiners,  showing  in  detail  all  money  re- 
ceived from  September  1,  1909,  to  August  31,  1910,  and  make 
it  part  hereof,  marked  '' Exhibit  B,"  together  with  a  statement 
of  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library 
as  of  this  date,  marked  ''Exhibit  C." 

Respectfully 

John  Stitea 

Treasurer 
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REPORT  OP  THE  AUDITOR 

Hon.  W.  0.  Head,  Mayor  City  of  Louisville. 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions,  our  Mr.  Turner 
and  his  assistants  have  made  a  thorough  audit  of  the  books  and 
accounts  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library. 

The  Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  Cash  for  the  fiscal  year 
(September  1,  1909  to  August  31,  1909)  were  verified  in  every 
possible  manner  and  same  found  correct.  The  cash  balance  Sep- 
tember 1, 1910  of  $4,073.36  agrees  with  the  bank  pass-book  when 
the  outstanding  checks  are  taken  into  consideration. 

The  audit  proved  satisfactory  to  us  in  every  way  and  the 
books  are  in  splendid  condition. 

Thanking  you  for  the  confidence,  we  are 

Yours  respectfully 

Turner  &  Spencer 

Auditors 
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REPORT  OP  THE  LIBRARIAN 

To  THE  Board  of  Trustees  op  the  Louisvhj^  Free  Public 
Library. 

Gentlemen:  Your  librarian  herewith  submits  his  sixth  an- 
nual report  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  1910. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  larger  and  better  than  ever 

before.    There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  value  of  the  library 

property,  in  the  number  of  books  it  possesses,  in  the  number  of 

citizens  enrolled  as  members,  in  the  number  of  books  drawn  for 

home  use,  in  the  amount  of  thorough  investigation  pursued  by 

scholars,  in  the  number  of  meetings  held  in  the  class  rooms  and 
lecture  rooms,  in  the  efforts  made  and  results  accomplished  in 

advertising  and  popularizing  the  libraries  and  extending  their 

usefulness. 

Summary  for  the  Year 

Books  acces&ioned  during  year 15J27 

Books  discarded  etc.  during  year 4,873 

Total  books  in  the  libraries 128.325 

Books  cataloged  during  year _.  16,896 

Total  cataloged  books  in  the  libraries 107,652 

Borrowers  registered  during  year 7,612 

Total  borrowers  registered  ---  41,277 

Books   issued    600,159 

Reference  topics  looked  up 24,795 

Buildings.  Two  years  after  the  occupation  of  the  main 
building  the  last  payment  has  finally  been  made  to  the  con- 
tractors and  the  architects.  The  delay  was  due  to  the  defects 
in  the  ventilation  system,  the  responsibility  for  which  was 
fixed  on  the  architects  after  numerous  investigations  and  com- 
mittee meetings.  The  conditions  are  still  unsatisfactory  and 
will  remain  so  until  an  exhaust  system  is  installed,  which  is  es- 
timated to  cost  about  $4,000. 

At  the  Highland  Branch  some  damage  was  done  by  leaks 
from  the  cornice  gutters  during  the  heavy  snows.  The  main 
floor  ceiling  and  walls  will  have  to  be  redecorated.  With  the 
exceptions  noted  the  buildings  are  all  in  first  class  condition. 

At  Shelby  Park,  the  fifth  branch  building,  the  general  con- 
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tract  and  those  for  heating  and  plumbing  are  completed  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  minor  details.  The  architect  is  preparing 
specifications  for  interior  decoration,  light  fixtores  and  ahelving. 
Furniture  and  other  furnishings  will  be  installed  as  soon  as 
funds  for  the  purpose  are  provided.  This  building  is  one  of  the 
handsomest  of  its  kind  ever  built. 

The  vexed  question  of  a  site  for  the  Portland  Branch  build- 
ing brought  about  the  appointment  of  a  Special  Committee  in 
September,  which  considered  the  needs  of  the  West  End  in  its 
relation  to  the  main  library  and  the  Portland  Branch.  The 
Committee  finally  recommended  the  site  at  Twenty-eighth  and 
Bank  streets  for  the  Portland  Branch  and  the  Board  in  May 
voted  to  erect  a  building  there  as  soon  as  a  clear  title  to  the  site 
is  presented  to  the  Library. 

A  committee  of  citizens  of  the  West  End  is  endeavoring  to 
arrange  for  a  site  in  that  vicinity,  where  the  Board  is  contem- 
plating the  erection  of  another  branch  building. 

Staff.  There  are  41  members  on  the  staff,  the  same  as 
last  year,  not  including  the  treasurer's  bookkeeper,  five  pages, 
five  janitors  and  a  nightwatchman  at  Main  and  a  janitor  at  each 
of  the  five  branches,  a  total  of  58  employees.  The  regular  staff 
is  divided  as  follows:  Oeneral  administration  2  members.  Mu- 
seum 1,  Order  Department  6,  Catalog  Department  8,  Circula- 
tion Department  8,  Reference  Department  3,  Children's  De- 
partment 3,  branches  10 ;  the  latter  10  are  divided  thus :  at  the 
Colored  Branch  3,  at  Crescent  Hill  1  with  an  assistant  on  part 
time  and  2  at  each  of  the  other  three  branches. 

The  most  important  change  on  the  staff  was  the  resignation 
in  March  of  Manila  W.  Freeman,  Reference  librarian,  to  ac- 
cept a  similar  position  in  the  Free  Public  Library  of  Newark. 
She  was  succeeded  by  Caroline  Q.  Fullerton  as  Acting  Refer- 
ence Librarian.  Jennie  M.  Flexner  was  transferred  to  the  Cir- 
culation Department  and  is  succeeded  in  the  Order  Department 
by  Laura  M.  Hirst.  William  E.  Morrow  of  the  Circulation  De- 
partment resigned  to  accept  a  position  with  the  Commercial 
Club  and  was  succeeded  by  Ambrosia  Thomas.  Sallie  T.  Berry- 
man  was  chosen  Branch  Librarian  at  Crescent  Hill  to  succeed 
Helen  Lanius,  whose  death  occurred  in  October.    Other  appoint- 
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ments  are  Jesse  McDaniel,  Ella  C.  Warren  and  Ann  R.  Hoeffle 
in  the  Circulation  Department,  Josie  McCormack  in  the  Order 
Department  and  an  additional  page  in  the  Children's  Depart- 
ment. 

During  a  part  of  the  year  regular  meetings  were  held  every 
two  weeks  by  the  librarian  with  heads  of  departments;  also  oc- 
casional meetings  with  branch  librarians;  the  Director  of  Chil- 
dren's Work  conducted  a  bi-weekly  round  table  with  branch 
assistants.  All  of  the  assistants  attended  some  of  the  meetings 
of  the  Inter-State  Library  Conference  and  seven  went  to  the  an- 
nual conference  of  the  American  Library  Association.  In  the 
course  of  the  year,  chiefly  during  vacations,  15  members  of  the 
staff  visited  31  libraries  in  12  other  states  and  two  on  an  ex- 
tensive trip  abroad. 

Training  Class.  The  first  training  class  of  nine  mem- 
bers was  conducted  from  September  to  December  for  12  weeks. 
Lectures  were  given  by  the  librarian  and  heads  of  departments 
on  the  chief  phases  of  library  work :  general  lectures  5 ;  orders, 
accessions  and  binding  13 ;  cataloging  and  classification  44 ;  cir- 
culation 5;  reference  13;  work  with  children  18;  total  96.  In 
connection  with  each  lecture  problems  were  assigned;  the  work 
done  by  each  person  was  examined  and  returned  with  correc- 
tions; and  regular  practice  work  was  done  by  each  member  in 
each  department.  Prom  those  who  made  satisfactory  records 
recommendations  were  made  for  permanent  appointments. 

The  results  are  highly  satisfactory.  Six  members  of  the  class 
have  been  appointed  to  permanent  positions  by  the  Board  and 
others  are  serving  as  substitutes  from  time  to  time.  In  January 
a  rule  was  adopted  which  makes  necessary  a  greater  amount  of 
agreement  between  the  Board,  the  Library  Committee  and  the 
Librarian  in  the  making  of  appointments.  Admission  to  the  li- 
brary service  is  thus  placed  on  a  basis  which  insures  the  selec- 
tion of  those  who  are  best  qualified  to  render  efficient  service. 

The  second  training  class  will  be  formed  this  fall  from  those 
who  passed  the  examination  in  June. 
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Physical  Culture  for  Library   Assistants.      The 

Board  has  approved  the  librarian's  recommendation  to  open 
a  class  in  physical  culture  for  the  women  on  the  staff  this  fall. 
The  intention  is  to  meet  twice  a  week  at  5  p.  m.,  the  library  to 
furnish  a  room  and  an  instructor,  the  assistants  to  supply  them- 
selves with  personal  equipment.  It  is  hoped  in  this  way  to  pro- 
vide opportunity  for  and  a  strong  incentive  to  regular  exercise, 
which  is  essential  to  the  health  of  all  library  workers. 

Orders  and  Accessions.  There  have  been  15,727 
volumes  and  8,904  pamphlets  added;  of  these  12,151  were 
bought  and  2,454  were  given ;  4,873  volumes  have  been  discarded, 
leaving  a  total  of  128,325  volumes  now  listed  in  the  accession 
books.  Of  these  99,930  are  at  the  main  library  and  28,395  are 
at  the  five  branches. 

VOLUMES  IN  THE  LIBRARIES  1909-1910 


Total 


Last  Report 
Added  *09-10 


Discarded 

»09-10 

Now  in 

libraries 


Main 
I^ibrary 

HighUnd 
Branch 

Portland 
Branch 

Colored 
Branch 

Cr.  Hill 
Branch 

Parkland 
Branch 

98,265 

6,402 

6,509 

6,911 

2,624 

2,760 

9,794 

840 

1,135 

1,688 

1,122 

1,268 

108,069 

7,242 

6,644 

8,494 

3,746 

4,018 

8,129 

408 

468 

786 

88 

110 

99,980 

6,839 

6,186 

7,769 

3,708 

3,908 

117,471 

16,727 
188,198 

4,878 
128.826 


VOLUMES  IN  THE  LIBRARIES  1905-1910 


Year 
Volumes 


1905 
70,369 

1906 
83,214 

1907 
92,554 

1908 
105,399 

1909 
117,471 

1910 
128,325 


Book  Account.  Expenditures  under  the  book  account 
this  year  were  as  follows.  How  the  amounts  were  divided  among 
the  various  libraries  is  shown  on  page  15. 


Number 
Cost 


Volumes 


12,161 
(10,648  90 


Pam- 
phlets 


1,184 
$82  89 


Binding 


627z/. 
$668  16 


Re- 
binding 


7,769z/. 
$3,097  70 


Serials 


706 
$1,646  88 


Total 


$16,923  97 
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Gifts.  The  library  receiyed  as  donations  2454  yolxuneSy 
7720  pamphlets,  1062  numbers  of  unbound  magazines,  237  con- 
tinuances and  50  miscellaneous  articles,  all  of  which  are  grate- 
fully acknowledged.  Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the 
local  papers,  Anzeiger,  Courier-Journal,  Daily  Becord,  Evening 
Post,  Herald,  and  Times. 

Periodicala.  Thirteen  per  cent  of  the  book  fund,  or 
$1,646.33,  was  spent  for  current  periodicals.  The  list  contains 
445  tities ;  268  subscriptions  and  177  gifts.  This  includes  maga- 
zines, library  bulletins  and  newspapers,  44  dailies,  104  weeklies^ 
234  monthlies  and  64  quarterlies.  Many  of  these  tities  are  du- 
plicated in  different  departments  and  branches,  making  a  total 
of  943  copies;  706  bought  and  237  given.  The  library  binds 
regularly  204  copies  of  144  tities. 

Binding.  The  large  growth  in  the  use  of  the  libraries  has 
caused  such  an  increase  in  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  books  that 
an  additional  assistant  has  had  to  be  secured  for  the  work  of 
mending  and  rebinding.  On  account  of  the  poor  binding  of  so 
many  new  books,  some  of  which  should  go  to  the  bindery  before 
they  are  circtQated,  it  continues  to  be  necessary  to  spend  an  ex- 
tremely large  part  of  the  book  fond  for  rebinding.  On  the  other 
hand  the  quality  of  the  binding  which  is  now  being  done  for  the 
library  under  contract  could  hardly  be  surpassed  for  the  price. 

Marking  and  Mending.  A  few  items  are  given  to  il- 
lustrate the  large  amount  of  mechanical  work  done  in  adding 
books  to  the  library,  preparing  them  for  circulation  and  keeping 
them  in  suitable  condition  for  use. 

VolumeB 

Marked  with  perforating  stamp 17,103 

Book  plates,  book  pockets  and  dating  slips  inserted  16,296 

niostrations,  maps,  etc.  stamped 2,906 

Cardl>oard  oovers  pot  on  magazines,  pamphlets,  etc.    2,074 

CaU  numbers  painted  on  backs 11,866 

Title  pages,  etc.  typewritten 320 

Mended       16,926 

Discarded    4,873 
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Cataloging.  In  addition  to  dasni^ying  and  cataloging 
the  regular  additions  to  the  library  the  recataloging  of  the  Poly- 
technic books  has  been  finished  with  the  exception  of  the  news- 
paper files  and  a  few  odd  volumes;  the  books  in  embossed  type 
for  the  blind,  287  Yolnmes,  and  the  collection  of  music  have  been 
cataloged.  A  report  on  the  cataloging  of  two  school  libraries 
is  given  on  page  30.  The  shelf  list  in  the  Open  Shelf  Boom  has 
been  rearranged  and  additions  made  so  as  to  form  a  brief  al- 
phabetical catalog  of  authors  and  titles  in  that  room,  which  has 
greatly  increased  its  use  by  readers  and  assistants.  The  mark- 
ing of  the  cards  in  the  public  catalog  to  show  which  of  the  books 
are  in  the  Open  Shelf  Boom  has  been  completed.  This  change 
has  also  facilitated  the  finding  and  the  delivery  of  books  to  the 
public,  while  the  assistance  given  to  searchers  at  the  catalog  has 
done  much  toward  popularizing  this  technical  part  of  the  li- 
brary organism. 

Total  volumes  cataloged  (a)  16,896  107»652 

Volumes  cataloged  for  main  library 10,644  79,710 

Volumes  cataloged  for  branches 6,352  27,942 

Shelf  list  cards  made 7,930  61,327 

Catalog  cards  filed  25,028  205,802 

Official  catalog  cards  filed 11,661  68,530 

Cards  filed  in  L.  C.  deposit  catalog 34,212  426,212 

a)  Not  including  8,619  volumes  which  have  been  discarded. 


Begistration.  Cards  issued  to  borrowers  are  good  for 
five  years.  The  first  cards  issued  at  the  opening  of  the  library  in 
1905  therefore  began  to  expire  in  May  of  this  year,  and  re- 
registration  has  been  going  on  since  that  time.  Readers  have  not 
re-registered  as  rapidly  as  old  numbers  have  been  canceled.  This 
reduces  the  size  of  what  is  called  the  ''total  registration/'  as  the 
following  table  shows,  but  it  gives  with  greater  accuracy  the 
number  of  cards  actually  in  use. 
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REGISTRATION  ARRANGED  BY  LIBRARIES 


Previous 

Present 

August  81, 
1800 

Registered 
at  Dranch    ^ 

Transferred 
to  branch 

Total  cards 
now  in  force 

Ck>lored  Branch 

4,886 

658 
3,330 
1,322 
3,639 

5,501 

886 
2,450 
1,405 
3.834 

5,601 

1,293 
3,561 
2,423 
4,568 

Crescent  Hill 

Branch 

407 
1,111 
1,018 

734 

Highland  Branch   .. 
Parkland  Branch   .. 
Portland  Branch  ... 

Branch  Total  ... 
Main   Library    

13,835 
28.616 

14,076 
23,931 

3,270 

17,346 
23,931 

Grand  Total _ 

42,451 

41,277 

Borrowers  registered  during  year 5,999 

Borrowers  re-registered  during  year 1,613 

Total  borrowers  registered  during  year 7,612 

Cards  in  force,  or  total  borrowers  registered,  at  beginning  of 

year  _ 42,451 

Total  borrowers  registered  since  opening  of  library 49,531 

Names  canceled  since  opening  of  library 8,254 

Cards  now  in  force,  or  total  borrowers  registered 41,277 

Net  decrease  for  the  year  in  total  borrowers  registered 1,174 

Percentage  of  city  population  (223,928)  registered  since  open- 
ing the  library 22.1 

Volumes  per  capita  drawn  for  home  use 2.68 

Expenditure  per  capita  for  maintenance 10.29 

Postals  mailed  reserving  books - 1,439 

Notices  sent  of  books  overdue,  adult. — 9,019 

juvenile 2,160 

11.179 

Fines  collected,  2  cents  per  day   on  books  overdue 

Main,  adult - $997.71 

juvenile  148.23 

Branches  - 532.38 

^$1678.32 

Cases  of  contagious  disease  reported  by  Health  Office 613 

Contagious  disease  notices  mailed  by  library 339 


Sixth  Annual  Report 


28 


Circulation.  Books  have  been  issued  for  home  use  this 
year  from  the  main  library  and  five  branches;  from  22  deposit 
stations  and  from  164  class  room  collections,  making  a  total  of 
192  centers  for  the  distribution  of  books. 


Year 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

Volumes 

issued                69J05 

320,849 

387,788 

447,195 

564,797 

600,169 

The  increase  in  circulation  this  year  is  35,362  volumes,  or  6 
per  cent  over  last  year.  The  branches  show  an  increase  of  6  per 
cent,  the  stations  and  class  rooms  collections  38  per  cent,  while 
at  the  main  library  there  was  a  decrease  of  3  per  cent,  due  in 
part  to  the  increases  mentioned. 


Circulation  Arranged  by  Libraries 

Library 
Main  Library 

Open  Shelf  Room   173,589 

Stack  Room 21,151 

Reference  Room  -    2,628 

Order  and  Catalog  departments 1,045 


Volumes  issued 


Children's  Room 60,899 

Stations  and  classroom  collections  sent  from  main 

library   86,305 


198,413 


Colored  Branch - 29,871 

Stations  and  classroom  collections  sent  from  this 

branch  28,999 


147,204 


58,870 


Crescent  Hill  Branch   34,424 

Highland  Branch _ 52.178 

Parkland  Branch  40,652 

Portland  Branch   68,418 


Total   600,159 

Summary  of  Volumes  Circulated 

Main    259,312 

Stations    -  40,543 

Classroom  colleotions 74,761 

115,304 

Branches    225,543 


Total    600,159 


Volmnc*  Percent 

97 

.000 

21,396 

.096 

1,093 

.004 

2,674 

.011 

15,561 

.069 

2,489 

.011 

4,911 

.021 

3,342 

.014 

4,694 

.020 

8,140 

.036 

9,472 

.042 

6.872 

.030 

4,981 

.022 

139,606 

.619 
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CIreulatlon  Aminged  by  ClasMt  (a) 

liaia 
ClAMCt  Tolumea  Percent 

GeneFBl  Works 309  .001 

Current    Periodicals 14,707  .067 

Philosophy   3,313  .013 

Religion 3,696  .014 

Sociology 10,336  .040 

PhUology 791  .003 

Science    4,147  .012 

Useful   Arte 5,448  .021 

Fine  Arts 5,816  .022 

Literature 11,186  .044 

History 8,888  .036 

Travel    8,461  .033 

Biography  7,466  .029 

Fiction   169,136  .666 

Total 253,677  226,017 

a)  Not  including  2,488  Yolumes  in  foreign  languages,  2,628  volumes 
circulated  from  the  reference  room,  1,046  volumes  circulated  from  the 
order  and  catalog  departments,  113,119  volumes  circulated  through  sta- 
tions and  classroom  collections  and  2,186  through  adult  stations. 

The  accompanying  chart  shows  how  the  number  of  books  cir- 
culated has  increased  with  great  rapidity  and  regularity  since 
the  opening  of  the  library  in  1905.  The  increase  the  past  year 
however  has  been  very  small.  And  yet  this  small  increase  is 
worthy  of  note  in  view  of  **The  general  decrease  in  circulation 
reported  from  libraries  throughout  the  country."  Among  the 
causes  assigned  for  this  decrease  are  fewer  unemployed  people, 
the  moving  picture  shows  and  the  commercial  libraries  which 
lend  new  fiction  at  the  rate  of  two  cents  a  day.  Of  these  two 
cent  libraries  there  are  six  in  this  city  and  they  circulated  this 
year  probably  about  90,000  volumes.  Of  this  circulation  a 
large  portion  would  have  gone  through  the  public  library,  if  it 
had  introduced  the  duplicate  pay  collection,  which  has  been 
found  so  satisfactory  in  many  other  places.  The  importance  of 
having  this  circulation  go  through  the  public  library  lies  not  so 
much  iu  the  nature  of  the  books  circulated  as  in  the  enlarged 
circle  of  users  of  the  library  and  the  resulting  opportunities  for 
usefulness. 
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Stattons.  The  deposit  statioiis  having  proyen  so  effective 
in  reaching  children  in  remote  and  out  of  the  way  districts,  it 
was  decided  to  tiy  similar  stations  for  adnlts.  Nine  of  these 
were  established:  in  Morton  Ghnreh  Home,  Girls'  Friendly  so- 
cieties of  St.  Andrew  and  Christ  churches,  Sylvia  Avenue 
Graded  School,  Eastern  and  Western  high  schools,  Wesley  Set- 
tlement House,  Ballard's  Mill  and  Chicle  Gum  Factory.  In  this 
way  some  of  the  advantages  of  the  library  have  been  brought 
within  reach  of  persons  who  do  not  have  convenient  access  to 
the  main  library  or  to  any  of  the  branches.  From  these  nine  adult 
stations  2,185  volumes  were  circulated,  while  38,358  volumes 
were  drawn  from  the  13  juvenile  stations. 


26^ 
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Beference  Work.  Additions  to  the  reference  material 
at  Main  amount  to  2,811  volumes,  consisting  of  special  reference 
books,  bound  magazines  and  newspapers,  standard  authors,  and 
public  documents,  making  a  total  of  23,436  volumes  in  the  ref- 
erence collection.  The  current  periodicals  in  the  Reference  and 
Newspaper  rooms  number  42  dailies,  99  weeklies  and  262  month- 
lies and  quarterlies. 

The  approximate  record  of  topics  looked  up  at  Main  is  17,« 
313,  an  increase  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent  ;  at  the  branches  7,- 
482,  an  increase  of  12  per  cent.  There  were  192  reading  lists 
and  bibliographies  prepared  for  clubs,  institutions  and  individ- 
uals, of  which  26  were  published  in  the  newspapers  and  30  were 
printed  for  general  distribution.  This  does  not  include  the  reg- 
ular weekly  lists  of  additions  and  numerous  minor  compilations 
in  various  departments  and  branches.  Among  these  was  one  on 
Municipal  gas  franchises,  which  was  called  forth  by  the  proposed 
merger  of  local  lighting  companies ;  others  were  on  the  Bible  as 
literature.  Sidewalk  obstructions.  Increase  of  land  values  in  the 
South,  Renaissance  period  in  art.  Health  and  environment  of 
school  children,  Publicity  in  educational  matters,  Stories  of 
American  politics,  and  References  for  the  collection  of  birds 
mounted  in  Central  Park.  These  are  only  a  few  examples  to 
illustrate  the  practical  nature  of  the  service  which  is  being  ren- 
dered. 

Larger  and  more  systematic  assistance  was  given  this  year 
to  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public  schools  and  to  educational 
institutions  generally.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  an  educa- 
tional bulletin  was  printed  for  distribution,  outlining  the  ref- 
erence resources  of  the  library  and  the  ways  in  which  it  may  be 
of  assistance  to  teachers  and  schools.  The  distribution  of  this 
bulletin  was  supplemented  by  talks  in  the  high  schools  giving 
additional  information  and  suggestions.  As  in  previous  in- 
stances there  was  a  ready  response  to  this  kind  of  extension  work. 

Requests  from  individuals  and  organizations  outside  the  city 
and  the  state  have  again  been  numerous.  These  demands  are 
supplied  in  accordance  with  the  usual  inter-library  loan  regula- 
tions whenever  possible. 

In  April  a  circular  letter  was  mailed  to  the  600  physicians 
of  the  city  calling  attention  to  the  arrangements  whereby  im- 
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portant  Tolumes,  not  in  thiB  library  but  desired  by  its  patrons, 

may  be  sent  here  from  the  library  of  Congress  and  from  the 

Library  of  the  Surgeon  General  at  Washington.    As  a  result 

the  calls  for  books  from  these  national  libraries  have  increased. 

Catalogs  of  both  of  these  instituions  may  be  consulted  in  this 

library. 

The  resignation  of  MariUa  W.  Freeman  was  a  conspicuous 

loss  to  the  library.    She  had  been  Reference  librarian  since  its 

opening  and  had  rendered  efficient  service  in  its  organization 

and  development.    Her  successor,  at  present  Acting  Reference 

librarian,  is  Caroline  Q.  Fullerton,  who  has  served  acceptably 
during  the  same  period  in  the  capacity  of  first  assistant  in  the 

Reference  Room. 

Work  With  Ohildren.  The  265,297  yolumes  of  child- 
ren's books  circulated  constitute  44  per  cent  of  the  entire  circu- 
lation. This  is  an  increase  of  19,745  volumes,  or  8  per  cent  over 
last  year.  This  increase  is  entirely  in  the  class  room  collections, 
the  circulation  of  which  increased  from  28,991  volumes  to  74,761, 
or  157  per  cent.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  these  class  room 
collections  have  now  completely  superseded  the  juvenile  deposit 
stations  at  the  public  schools.  There  has  been  a  slight  decrease 
in  juvenile  circulation  at  the  main  library  and  at  each  of  the 
branches.  The  number  of  children  registered  as  borrowers  has 
increased  3,000,  making  a  total  of  21,455.  Children's  books  were 
distributed  from  the  following  centers: 

Volumes     Children 
drawn       registered 

Main  Ubrarsr 60,899         11.044 

Colored  Branch 16.248  8.216 

Crescent  Hill  Branch  12.838  403 

Highland  Branch   20.273  1,386 

Parkland  Branch  15.846  747 

Portland  Branch 26.676  2,066 

Deposit  Stations  (13) 

White   (9)    26,690 

Colored   (4)    12.768 

38.368 

Class-room  Collections  (164) 

White   (126)    68.630 

Colored  (38)    16.231 

^74.761 

^113.119 

Total 265.297  18,861 
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Story  Telling.  The  Story  Hour  ooorse  followed  at 
each  of  the  libraries  comprised  Norse  myths  for  the  yoimger 
children  and  stories  from  national  epics  for  older  diildren. 
Stories  were  told  at  146  meetings  in  the  libraries  and  to  59 
classes  in  the  public  schools. 

So  much  interest  in  this  subject  was  manifested  by  parents 
and  teachers,  who  asked  permission  to  attend  the  regular  Story 
Hour,  that  it  was  decided  to  have  one  for  adults.  The  experi- 
ment was  a  great  success  and  resulted  in  the  organization  of  the 
Story  Tellers'  League,  consisting  of  parents,  teachers,  kinder- 
gartners  and  others  interested.  The  league  held  large  and  en- 
thusiastic meetings  once  a  month.  A  similar  league  has  been 
formed  at  the  Colored  Branch.  Although  the  telling  of  good 
stories  has  many  merits,  the  library  uses  it  specially  as  a  means 
of  directing  children's  reading.  Other  means  employed  by  the 
library  in  addition  to  personal  assistance  are  to  be  found  among 
the  numerous  clubs  conducted  at  the  libraries.  These  are  fur- 
ther mentioned  on  page  37  under  the  head  of  ''Meetings  in  the 
libraries." 

Work  with  Sohools.  This  has  increased  in  volume 
and  definiteness.  In  addition  to  book  distribution,  reference  and 
extension  work,  which  have  been  fully  described  in  previous  re- 
ports, much  has  been  done  this  year  toward  bringing  about  a 
closer  co-operation  between  the  libraries  and  the  schools.  Larger 
use  has  been  made  of  the  Teachers'  Boom  by  the  teachers  and 
more  assistance  has  been  given  them  through  personal  inter- 
views, preparation  of  book  lists,  issuing  of  bulletins  and  visita- 
tion of  schools.  Three  educational  bulletins  have  been  issued, 
number  1  calling  attention  to  the  privileges  accorded  to  teachers 
and  to  the  special  room  set  aside  for  their  use;  number  2  out- 
lining the  assistance  which  the  library  is  prepared  to  render  to 
teachers  and  schools  in  reference  work;  and  number  3  defining 
the  purpose  and  method  of  managing  class  room  libraries. 

Two  methods  have  been  in  use  for  supplying  books  to  schools, 
one  through  deposit  stations  of  50  to  100  volumes  each,  the  other 
through  class  room  collections  of  25  to  40  volumes  each.  The 
stations  are  for  the  use  of  the  entire  school  and  are  arranged 
for  by  the  principal.  Class  room  collections  selected  by  individ- 
ual teachers  are  under  their  own  care  and  supervision  and  are 
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for  the  use  of  the  pupils  in  their  own  school  rooms.  The  latter 
plan  gives  greater  freedom  to  each  teacher  in  choosing  the  books 
and  in  directing  their  use;  it  also  provides  a  better  guarantee 
for  the  proper  use  and  safe  return  of  the  books.  The  stations 
have  been  gradually  displaced  hy  the  class  room  coUections. 

Cataloging  School  Libraries.  A  request  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Normal  School  authorities  for  assistance  in  cat- 
aloging their  library  of  653  volumes.  The  work  was  done  by 
catalogers  from  our  staff  with  some  minor  help  from  the  stu- 
dents. The  school  now  has  a  correct  catalog  of  its  books,  which 
thus  serves  as  a  model  for  those  who  will  later  ^g  teachers  come 
into  close  relations  with  the  public  library.  In  cataloging  these 
books  the  public  library  therefore  rendered  an  imimediate  service 
to  the  normal  school  and  through  it  to  the  public  schools. 

On  the  same  principle  the  pedagogical  library  of  762  vol- 
umes in  the  new  administration  quarters  of  the  School  Board 
was  cataloged  by  this  library.  The  school  authorities  have  under 
consideration  the  appointment  of  a  librarian  to  have  charge  of 
this  collection. 

Lectures  at  the  Normal  School.  A  course  of  15 

lectures  on  the  methods  and  resources  of  the  library  was  given 
to  the  senior  class  of  the  Normal  School  by  the  respective  de- 
partment heads:  9  lectures  on  work  with  children,  3  on  refer- 
ence work  and  3  on  cataloging  and  classification.  The  course 
with  some  modifications  was  repeated  to  the  junior  class  in  the 
spring.  Printed  outlines  of  each  lecture  and  in  some  instances 
lists  of  books  were  distributed  to  the  members  of  the  class.  In 
connection  with  the  lectures  problems  were  assigned,  quizzes 
held,  and  papers  submitted  were  carefully  criticised  and  graded. 
At  the  library  the  class  was  given  a  practical  demonstration  of 
the  methods  presented  in  the  lectures. 

Vacation  Beading  for  Pupils.  In  June  the  public 
schools  in  co-operation  with  the  library  prepared  three  reading 
lists  of  about  100  titles  each  for  pupils  in  the  grades.  The  lists 
were  distributed  on  the  last  day  of  school  and  with  them  an  at- 
tractive card  inviting  children  to  the  library,  where  all  the  books 
are  to  be  found  and  where  assistance  is  gladly  given  in  finding 
and  using  them.  The  lists  were  issued  by  the  school  and  the  in- 
vitations by  the  library. 
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It  was  hoped  in  this  way  to  assist  those  who  wish  help  and 
to  direct  into  useful  channels  some  of  the  time  and  energy  which 
under  the  vacation  system  is  wasted.  A  considerable  number  of 
the  lists  were  used  as  intended.  The  full  results  of  the  plan  can 
not  be  determined  at  present.  More  will  be  known  in  Septem- 
ber, when  the  pupils  who  followed  the  outlines  are  to  meet  with 
the  assistant  superintendent. 

Branches.  The  five  branches  circulated  225,543  volumes, 
or  37  per  cent  of  the  total  books  issued  for  home  use.  This  is 
a  total  gain  of  6  per  cent  over  last  year.  Each  branch  shows 
an  increase  except  the  Highland  Branch,  where  there  is  a  slight 
decrease.  The  largest  gain  was  at  the  Crescent  Hill  Branch, 
which  increased  20  per  cent.  The  growth  in  reference  work  has 
been  larger,  the  number  of  recorded  topics  looked  up  being  7,482, 
an  increase  of  12  per  cent.  Most  of  the  inquiries  came  from  the 
pupils  in  the  public  schools.  This  feature  of  branch  work  as 
well  as  some  others  could  be  enlarged  and  improved  by  a  system 
of  daily  deliveries  from  the  main  library. 

A  very  large  growth  in  branch  activity  is  in  the  use  made  of 
the  lecture  and  class  rooms  by  clubs  and  societies.  Some  of  these 
are  under  library  supervision,  others  are  independent  organiza- 
tions for  the  study  of  literature,  history  and  social  questions, 
debating  societies,  civic  improvement  leagues,  mothers'  clubs, 
etc.  The  Colored  Branch  has  5  such  organizations,  Crescent  Hill 
6,  Highland  3,  Parkland  4,  Portland  5.  A  general  summary  of 
meetings  is  given  on  page  37. 

The  work  at  each  branch  is  similar  to  that  at  the  main  li- 
brary, but  on  a  much  smaller  scale.  A  report  on  buildings  in- 
cluding branches  is  given  on  page  16.  Branch  figures  on  various 
other  subjects  will  be  found  under  the  respective  headings  deal- 
ing with  the  libraries  as  a  whole.  The  ordering  of  all  books  and 
supplies  and  the  classifying  and  cataloging  of  all  books  for  the 
branches  is  done  at  Main.  The  cost  of  this  work  is  included  un- 
der Main  in  the  *'Cost  of  maintenance  table"  on  page  15.  Some 
comparisons  of  the  branches  with  one  another  and  with  the  main 
library  are  given  on  the  following  page. 
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Five  Tear  Celebration.  The  fifth  anniversary  of 
the  opening  of  the  library  to  the  public  was  celebrated  May  5. 
There  were  simple  decorations  and  music  appropriate  for  keep- 
ing **open  house"  and  visitors  were  assisted  to  inspect  the  li- 
brary thoroughly.  The  departments  exhibited  five  year  sum- 
maries of  work  done,  together  with  posters  and  bulletins  show- 
ing the  various  activities  of  the  library.  The  occasion  brought 
together  many  regular  patrons  and  also  some  who  had  never 
been  here  before.  A  small  four  page  folder  was  printed  for  the 
event  and  widely  distributed  giving  compactly  a  large  amount 
of  information  about  the  five  year  old  library  system. 

Contagious  Disease.  Through  the  co-operation  of  the 
city  Health  Office  more  stringent  regulations  have  been  estab- 
lished to  guard  against  the  possible  spread  of  contagion  through 
books.  The  method  of  procedure  now  involves  the  following 
steps:  1)  Each  of  the  libraries,  main  and  branches,  receives 
daily  from  the  Health  Office  a  copy  of  its  school  reports  giving 
the  addresses  of  all  reported  cases  of  contagious  disease;  2)  the 
main  library  sends  to  each  of  these  addresses  a  notice  not  to 
return  library  books  until  the  house  has  been  fumigated,  includ- 
ing a  request  that  the  author  and  title  of  each  book  in  the  house 
be  promptly  reported  to  the  library;  3)  the  Health  Office  is  no- 
tified of  the  number  of  books  in  each  house;  4)  the  district  in- 
spector after  fumigating  the  house  places  a  slip  in  each  book 
certifying  that  the  book  has  been  disinfected  before  its  return  to 
the  library.  In  case  of  doubt  books  are  also  disinfected  at  the 
library.  Printed  forms  are  used  in  all  notices.  During  the  year 
613  cases  were  reported  to  the  library.  Every  citizen  is  request- 
ed to  co-operate  with  the  Health  Office  and  the  Library  in  this 
undertaking,  for  in  this  way  only  can  it  be  made  eflfective. 

Publicity.  Under  this  head  are  included  all  the  means 
employed  to  bring  the  library  and  its  resources  to  public  atten- 
tion through  the  medium  of  the  printed  page,  such  as  newspaper 
notices,  separately  printed  pamphlets,  folders,  book  lists  and 
large  quantities  of  material  issued  on  the  multigraph.  More  ad- 
vertising has  been  done  this  year  than  in  any  two  previous  years 
combined. 


84  Louisville  Free  Public  Library 

Quarto  sized  blank  books  are  kept  in  which  are  mounted  all 
local  newspaper  clippings  concerning  the  library  and  its  ac- 
tivities. In  these  books  358  columns  of  matter  were  entered 
this  year,  consisting  of  708  separate  items,  weekly  lists  of  books 
added,  reading  lists  on  special  subjects,  signed  articles,  reports 
of  meetings  held  in  the  different  libraries,  etc. 

Through  the  regular  printing  shops  the  library  issued  14 
publications  in  73,050  copies;  on  the  multigraph  it  issued  36 
weekly  one  page  lists  of  additions,  13,150  copies;  26  one  page 
reading  lists  on  special  topics,  12,345  copies;  17  brief  postal 
sized  lists  for  children,  7,500  copies;  18  invitations  to  lectures 
and  meetings  in  the  libraries,  5,575  copies ;  12  programs  for  the 
same,  2,375  copies;  21  letters  and  circulars  of  information,  7,- 
295  copies.  All  of  these  publications  have  been  distributed  en- 
tirely free.  The  weekly  lists  of  additions  are  mailed  to  and 
posted  in  a  number  of  stores,  factories,  banks,  offices  and 
institutions.  Only  the  more  important  of  these  publications  are 
listed  below. 

Fifth  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Louisville  Free 
Public  library.    34  p.    O  plates  (500). 

Catalog  of  the  paintings  and  statuary  in  the  Louisville  Free  Public 
Library.    8  p.    S  (3000). 

Prevention  of  tuberculosis.    (List  of  books  2  x  6  in.    2000.) 

Educational  Bulletin.  Sq.  Q.  (No.  1  Sep.  200;  No.  2  Oct.  600.  Bul- 
letin No.  3  was  issued  on  the  multigraph.) 

Christmas  books  for  children  recommended  by  the  Louisville  EYee 
Public  Library.  16  p.  S  (5000;  7100  additional  copies  ordered  by  30 
other  libraries) 

Stories  of  American  politics.  4  p.  S  (5000). 

List  of  ninety-nine  of  the  best  novels.  (Slip  2^x15  in.  folded  to 
form  book  mark,  5000.) 

What  to  do  in  vacation.    (Slip  ^T^  in.  10,000.) 

Five  year  celebration  at  the, Louisville  Free  Public  Library.  4  p.  T 
(20,000). 

Who  owns  the  library?  4  p.  T  (2,000,  same  as  preceding,  with  dif- 
ferent introduction). 

The  above  were  issued  through  the  regular  printing  shops. 
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The  following  were  issued  on  the  multigraph  as  one  page  liste, 
7>^x9^  inches  in  size.  The  figures  refer  to  the  number  of  copies 
made. 

Child  study  through  stories  about  children  400 

Influence  of  reading  in  the  training  of  children _ 500 

Books  for  parents  500 

Home   occupations    500 

Books  in  the  Oerman  language  recently  added    to   the   Public 

Library  - 500 

Stories  boys  like   1,000 

Stories  of  the  sea 620 

Books  recently  added  to  branches   475 

List  of  school  readers  in  Teachers'  Room 100 

Books  for  older  girls  500 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Wister's  German  translations 750 

Some  references  for  the  committee  on  reading  and  literature..  200 

Dumas  series   - 1,500 

Books  on  advertising  in  the  library 200 

Some  books  for  the  Sunday-school  teacher 250 

Automobile    books    300 

Some  books  for  teachers _ « —  550 

Stories  of  the  West  and  out-door  life 500 

Woman  suffrage    250 

Books  on  gardens  and  gardening - 300 

Some  books  popular  with  men - - 200 

Some  interesting  specimens  in  the  museum 1,700 

Some  recent  Kentucky  State  documents  350 

Some  books  on  aeronautics  in  the  library 350 

Some  lessrknown  fiction  worth  reading —  800 

Books  for  hot  weather  reading - 300 

Co-operative  Printing  of  Book  Lists.  In  December 
the  library  issued  a  16  page  classified  list  of  ''Christmas 
books  for  children  recommended  by  the  Louisville  Free  Public 
Library."  The  list  was  the  same  as  that  issued  by  the  Cleveland 
Public  Library  in  1907  with  the  substitution  of  20  recent  titles. 
Institutions  on  the  library  mailing  list  were  notified  that  by  or- 
dering while  the  type  was  still  set  up  they  might  obtain  copies 
with  their  own  imprint  at  very  low  rates.  As  a  result  7,100 
3opies  were  ordered  by  30  libraries  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 
This  method  of  co-operation,  which  thus  commended  itself  to 
these  libraries,  could  be  used  to  advantage  in  the  preparation 
and  publication  of  other  lists. 


86  Louisville  Free  Public  Library 

Books  for  the  Blind.  Several  noteworthy  gifts  have 
been  received  this  year,  making  287  volumes  in  the  collection. 
Of  these  161  volumes  are  in  line  letter  and  126  volumes  in  New 
York  point.  The  books  have  been  classified  and  cataloged.  The 
catalogs  have  been  embossed  for  the  library  by  the  Kentucky  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind.  The  special  shelving  now  being  made  will 
be  placed  in  one  end  of  the  second  floor  study  room,  which  will 
give  ample  and  comfortable  space  for  a  reading  room.  There 
are  separate  catalogs  of  the  two  kinds  of  embossed  books  and  a 
copy  will  be  furnished  to  each  blind  reader  in  the  city. 

Museum.  The  museum  collection  had  been  stored  since  the 
opening  of  the  free  library  in  the  old  building.  It  was  re-opened 
to  the  public  in  October  in  the  east  wing  of  the  basement,  where 
it  completely  fills  and  rather  crowds  the  room,  which  is  60  by  33 
feet.  It  is  open  daily  2  to  5  p.  m.,  Sundays  2  to  6.  The  attend- 
ance has  been  25,356,  or  an  average  of  79  per  day. 

It  has  proven  itself  interesting  to  the  general  and  casual 
visitor,  and  high  school  and  other  teachers  are  finding  it  helpful 
to  bring  their  classes  in  a  body  to  examine  objects  which  illus- 
trate and  enliven  their  studies. 

The  library  has  printed  for  free  distribution  a  brief  list  of 
some  of  the  more  important  groups  and  articles  to  assist  visitors 
in  their  tour  of  investigation.  In  addition  to  the  large  number 
of  relics,  curios  and  miscellaneous  specimens  which  usually  ac- 
cumulate in  such  a  place,  there  is  a  fine  and  valuable  collection 
of  minerals,  shells,  botanical  specimens  and  Kentucky  birds. 

Of  these  birds  225  duplicates  have  been  mounted  by  arrange- 
ment between  the  Library  and  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
and  placed  in  glass  cases  in  the  handsome  new  field  house  in 
Central  Park.  Below  each  gracefully  mounted  bird  is  its  scien- 
tific and  its  common  name,  the  time  when  it  appears  in  the  park 
and  several  references  to  books  in  the  public  library,  where  a 
picture  and  a  description  of  the  bird  may  be  found.  The  exhibit 
is  immensely  popular  and  the  plan  is  encouraging  careful  and 
correct  observation  and  study  of  our  feathered  friends.  It  is 
eminently  fitting  for  it  to  be  first  established  in  the  metropolis 
of  Kentucky,  for  15  years  the  home  State  of  the  famous  Audu- 
bon. 


Sixth  Annual  Report  87 

Art  Exhibits.  Two  exhibits  were  held  in  the  Art  Boom 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Louisville  Art  Association;  paintings 
by  Western  Artists  January  12  to  31 ;  paintings  by  Sidney  Qor- 
ham,  a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  April  18  to  May  1.  The  Lou- 
isville Artists  League  consisting  of  local  artists  was  orgnaized  in 
June.  It  will  probably  also  arrange  for  annual  exhibitions  in 
the  Art  Boom.  In  January  the  library  exhibited  its  permanent 
collection  of  the  materials  and  features  of  the  printed  book. 
This  consists  of  about  a  thousand  specimens  of  the  paper  and 
binding  material,  the  typographic  features,  the  decorations  and 
the  illustrations  of  printed  books.  This  very  interesting  and  in- 
structive collection  may  be  consulted  at  any  time. 

The  library  has  also  printed  a  catalog  of  the  paintings  which 
hang  on  the  walls  of  the  Bef  erence  and  Open  Shelf  rooms.  These 
are  a  part  of  the  collection  received  from  the  old  library.  Some 

of  them  are  very  valuable  and  add  greatly  to  the  appearance  of 
these  rooms. 

Meetings  in  the  Libraries.  There  were  657  meet- 
ings of  various  kinds  of  organizations  held  in  the  library,  not  in- 
cluding the  Story  Hour.  They  were  divided  as  follows:  at 
Main  14  clubs  and  societies  held  179  regular  meetings,  miscel- 
laneous meetings  28,  total  207 ;  at  the  branches  23  clubs  held  346 
meetings,  miscellaneous  104,  total  450.  This  is  an  increase  of 
313  per  cent  over  last  year  in  this  phase  of  activity  at  the  li- 
braries. Of  the  meetings  held  264  consisted  of  children  only;  the 
others  consisted  almost  entirely  of  adults.  The  lecture  and  class 
rooms  which  have  been  provided  in  each  of  the  new  buildings  are 
growing  more  and  more  to  be  centers  of  education,  culture, 
wholesome  entertainment  and  civic  improvement. 

A  Tri-State  Library  Conference  was  held  in  Louisville 
October  20-22.  This  was  a  joint  meeting  of  the  library  associa- 
tions of  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Kentucky.  It  was  the  first  of  the  kind 
held  in  this  part  of  the  country  and  one  of  the  most  important  of 
the  year  in  library  circles.  It  brought  together  130  librarians, 
representing  63  libraries  and  55  cities  in  three  states ;  also  dele- 
gates from  Illinois  and  New  York.  Among  those  in  attendance 
were  many  teachers,  women's  club  members,  trustees  and  others 
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interested  in  library  work.  The  session  devoted  to  the  relation 
between  the  schools  and  the  library  did  much  toward  promoting 
cordiality  and  co-operation  between  these  two  branches  of  the 
city's  educational  system.  The  session  dealing  with  state  com- 
missions helped  largely  toward  creating  a  very  strong  public 
sentiment  in  favor  of  such  a  commission  for  Kentucky,  so  that 
a  bill  for  its  establishment  was  later  passed  without  opposition. 
These  are  specific  and  practical  results  in  the  city  and  in  the 
state  in  addition  to  the  general  interest  aroused  and  the  impetus 
given  to  library  development. 

The  Kentucky  Llbrairy  Oommission.  The  crea- 
tion of  a  state  library  commission  is  an  event  big  with  promise 
for  the  library  interests  of  Kentucky.  It  is  here  referred  to  with 
gratification  on  account  of  the  large  part  taken  by  this  library 
in  its  establishment.  For  five  years  the  library  has  been  per- 
forming all  of  the  advisory  functions  and  some  of  the  other  parts 
of  a  commission  for  the  state,  circularizing  it  to  gather  statis- 
tics, to  spread  information  and  to  arouse  library  spirit,  lending 
books  to  indivduals  and  to  clubs,  answering  hundreds  of  inquir- 
ies about  methods  of  organization  and  administration  etc.  In 
addition  to  carrying  on  a  voluminous  correspondence,  the  libra- 
rian personally  visited  numerous  places  in  the  interest  of  libra 
ries,  privately  issued  material  for  use  in  the  library  campaign 
and  drafted  the  original  bill,  which  with  only  minor  modifica- 
tions became  the  commission  law. 

The  state  library  association  was  formed  in  1907  having  a 
state  commission  as  one  of  its  chief  objects.  At  the  Tri-State 
Conference  last  October  and  at  other  library  and  educational 
gatherings  papers  and  addresses  were  given  to  outline  the  plans 
and  purposes  of  a  commission  and  to  create  sentiment  in  its 
favor. 

In  this  way  a  comprehensive  system  for  the  commonwealth 
was  emphasized  while  the  needs  of  individual  communities  were 
supplied  as  far  as  possible.  The  State  Federation  of  Women's 
Clubs  co-operated  heartily  in  these  efforts,  which  have  been  thus 
crowned  with  success.  An  important  step  has  now  been  taken 
toward  the  ideal  of  a  traveling  library  for  every  rural  district 
and  a  free  public  library  for  every  city  and  town  in  the  state. 
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The  support  given  by  the  city  of  Louisville  to  its  library  sys- 
tem makes  possible  the  pursuance  of  a  liberal  policy  in  its  man- 
agement. The  achievements  of  the  year  are  due  to  interest  mani- 
fested by  the  people  and  to  good  counsel  and  cordial  co-operation 
between  the  members  of  the  Staff  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  in 
carrying  out  this  policy. 

Respectfully  submitted 

William  P.  Yust 

Librarian 
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THE  LIBRARIES 
Location  and  Hours 


MAIN  LIBRARY 

Fourth  and  York  Streets 

Opened  in  temporary  quarters  4  May  1906 

New  building  opened  24  July  1008 

Hours:  0  a.  m.  to  0  p.  m.  week  da^,  2  to  9  p.  m.  Sundays 

William  F.  Yust,  Librarian 

HIGHLAND  BRANCH 

Highland  Avenue  and  Cherokee  Road 

Opened  in  temporary  quarters  7  January  1905 

New  building  opened  8  February  1908 

Hours :  2  to  9  p.  m.  week  days,  2  to  6  p.  m.  Sundays 

Mary  B.  Pratt,  Branch  Librarian 

COLORED  BRANCH 

Tenth  and  Chestnut  Streets 
Opened  in  temporary  quarters  23  September  1906 

New  building  opened  29  October  1908 

Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  daily  inoludinjg  Sundays 

Thos.  F.  Blue,  Branch  Librarian 

PORTLAND  BRANCH 

537  North  Twenty-sixth  Street 

Opened  in  temporary  quarters  18  December  1905 

Hours:  2  to  9  d.  m.  daily  including  Sundays 

Jennie  O.  Cochran,  Branch  Librarian 

CRESCENT  HILL  BRANCH 

Frankfort  and  Birchwood  Avenues 

Opened  in  new  building  29  September  1908 

Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  daily  including  Sundays 

Sallie  T.  Benyman,  Branch  Librarian 

PARKLAND  BRANCH 

Twenty-eighth  Street  and  Virginia  Avenue 

Opened  in  new  building  15  October  1908 
Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  daily  including  Sundays 


i^  p.  m. 
[•  Tayh 


Jessie  M.  Taylor,  Branch  Librarian 

SHELBY  PARK  BRANCH 

Hancock  and  Oak  Streets 

Opened  in  new  building  27  March  1911 

Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  daily  including  Sundays 

Loraine  Norris,  Branch  Librarian 

The  branches  are  arranged  in  the  order  of  their  opening 

Sundav  opening  is  for  reading  and  reference  only  and  not  for  the  cir- 
culation of  books.  Tlie  libraries  are  open  on  all  but  two  legal  holidam 
for  the  same  hours  as  on  Sundays;  they  are  dosed  on  the  Fourth  of  Jiuy 
and  Christmas. 
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LfflRARY  STAFF 


Librarian   William  F.  Yust 

Assistant  Librarian Annie  V.  Pollard 

Librarian's  Secretary Anna  F.  Hubbuch 

Mtiseum  Attendant Susan  B.  Shane 

Order  Department 

Geo.  T.  Settle,  Head 
Bertha  Guntermann  Minnie  Lunn 

Ella  Heffeman  Josie  McCormack 

a) 

Catalog  Department 

Harriet  B.  Gooch,  Hecid 

Jennie  M.  Flexner,  Classifier 

Mattiebel  Ratcliffe  Willis  (b)  Maude  Tracy 

Marguerite  Seeley  May  Wood  Wigginton 

George  Herbert,  Page 

Circulation  Department 

Annie  V.  Pollard,  Head 
Sadie  C.  Doyle                                    Matilda  B.  Tyler 
Jesse  McDaniel                                   Ella  C.  Warren 
M.  A.  Thomas  a) 

Pages 
Harold  Stallard  Rupard  Day 

a)  Position  temporarily  filled  by  a  substitute 

b)  Time  divided  between  Catalog  and  Circulation  departments 
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LIBRARY  STAFF— Continued 


Reference  Department 

Caroline  Q.  Fullerton,  Head 

Esther  V.  Bakewell  Mary  Brown  Humphrey 

Sydney  Rabbeth,  Page 

Children's  Department 

Adeline  B.  Zachert,  Head 

Bemice  Bell  Grace  Tabb 

Rudolf  Gunter 
Edward  Hinkle,  Page 

Branch  Libraries 

Highland  Branch i  ^ary  B.  Pratt 

^^  1  Page  D.  MiUer 

Portland  Branch |  J®^«  ^'  Cochran 

(  Kanna  Davidson 

Crescent  Hill  Branch SalUe  T.  Berryman 

Parkland  Branch |  J^^  M.  Taylor 

(  Hall  Warren 

(  Thos.  F.  Blue 

Colored  Branch J  Rachel  D.  Harris 

(  Elizabeth  I.  Finney 

Shelby  Park  Branch |  Moraine  Noms 

a)    Pomtion  temporarily  filled  by  a  substitute 
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PRESIDENT'S  LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 


Louisville,  Ky.,  December  30,  1911 

To  the  Oeneral  Council  of  the  City  of  LouisviUe: 

Gentlemen: 

I  am  handing  you  herewith,  for  your  information,  the 
Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library. 

Respectfully 

W.  O.  Head 

PresidefU 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


Louisville^  Ey.,  September  1,  1911 

Hon.  W.  O.  Heady  President  Board  of  Trustees 
Louisville  Free  Public  Library 

Dear  Sir: 

As  Treasurer  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library,  I  would 
respectfully  report  the  following  receipts  and  disbursements  for 
the  year  ending  August  31,  1911. 

Receipts 

Balance  September  1,  1910 H073  36 

City  of  Louisville 

Collected  on  1902  taxes $         4  35 

1903  taxes 35  65 

1904  taxes 82  30 

1905  taxes 360  41 

1906  taxes 470  36 

1907  taxes 600  72 

1908  taxes 867  16 

1909  taxes 1,949  97 

1910  taxes 6,948  69 

1911  taxes 53,194  60 

63,504  20 

Rents 

Collected  from  Polytechnic  Society $5, 700  00 

Miscellaneous  rents  collected 122  50 

5,822  50 

Fines  collected  at  all  libraries $1,512  60 

Reserves,  collected  at  all  libraries.. 10  20 

Books,  collected  for  lost  books 532  46 

Light,  collected  for  light  furnished 75  31 

Expense  and  sundry  receipts 86  55 

Salaries,  refund  on  salaries.. 14  70 

Interests  on  bank  deposits. 156  47 

2,388  29 

Bills  payable 22,500  00 

Total  Receipts  for  year $98,288  35 
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Disbursements 

Building  Construction,  Shelby  Park  Branch 110,793  45 

Bills  Payable 22,500  00 

Furniture  and  fixtures 797  53 

Furnishings,  special,  Shelby  Park  Branch 341  50 

Books  and  periodicals 12,736  09 

Binding  and  rebinding 4,250  89 

Salaries,  librarian  and  assistants 30,710  09 

Salaries,  janitors  and  other  labor... 4,938  75 

Expenses 4,783  96 

Light,  heat  and  power 5,554  69 

Repairs  and  improvements 1,145  52 

Insurance - 73  35 

Interest  on  loans... 296  01 

Total  Disbursements  for  year $98,921  82 

Overdraft 633  48 


We  have  drawn  nothing  from  Mr.  Carnegie  this  year  on  account 
of  branch  libraries. 

The  Shelby  Park  Branch,  the  only  one  that  was  unfinished, 
has  been  completed  and  the  accounts  closed  since  the  first  of 
September. 

I  file  herewith  as  part  of  this  report  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
James  S.  Escott,  Examiner,  showing  in  detail  all  money  received 
from  September  1, 1910  to  August  31, 1911,  marked  "A",  showing 
all  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library 
as  of  this  date. 

Respectfully  submitted 

John  Stites 

Treasurer 
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REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITOR 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees 

Louisville  Free  Public  Library 

OenOemen: 

We  respectfully  report  that  we  have  examined  the  books  and 
accounts  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library,  covering  the 
fiscal  year  ending  August  31,  1911,  and  that  after  a  verification 
of  all  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  the  entries  making  up  the 
various  accounts,  we  hereby  certify  that  the  balance  sheet  and 
statements  taken  from  the  books  and  records,  are  a  correct 
exhibit  of  the  result  of  operation  for  the  fiscal  year,  and  the 
financial  condition  on  August  31,  1911. 

James  S.  Escott 

Public  Accountant  and  Aiidiior 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 

To  THE  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public 
Library 

Gentlemen:  Your  librarian  herewith  Isubmits  his  seventh 
annual  report  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  1911. 

The  chief  event  of  the  year  was  the  opening  of  the  Shelby 
Park  Branch,  described  on  pages  15  and  26.  This  makes  the 
library  system  now  consist  of  the  main  library  and  six  branches, 
all  except  one  in  new  buildings  erected  for  the  purpose.  Books 
have  also  been  circulated  this  year  through  230  class  rooms  in 
the  public  schools  and  from  12  deposit  stations,  a  total  of  249 
centers  of  distribution. 

Before  the  completion  of  the  Shelby  Park  Branch  building 
it  was  understood  that  before  it  could  be  opened  a  special  appro- 
priation from  the  city  would  be  necessary  for  its  furnishing  and 
maintenance.  But  the  demand  of  the  people  was  so  great  that 
it  was  opened  in  March  by  order  of  the  trustees  and  the  fund 
for  the  other  libraries  was  correspondingly  reduced.  For  this 
reason  the  purchase  of  books  had  to  be  suspended  for  several 
months.  This  fact  temporarily  checked  the  upward  trend  of  the 
attendance  and  the  circulation  of  books.  Nevertheless  the  year 
as  a  whole  shows  a  substantial  growth  in  various  directions. 

Summary  for  the  Year 

Books  accessioned  during  year 13,985 

Books  discarded  etc.  during  year _      3,643 

Total  books  in  the  libraries 138,667 

Books  cataloged  during  year.. 13,500 

Total  books  cataloged  in  the  libraries 117,811 

Borrowers  registered  during  year 9, 870 

Total  borrowers  registered 38,211 

Books  issued 652,840 

Reference  topics  looked  up 26,721 

Finances.  The  city  tax  levy  for  library  purposes  was  cut 
this  year  from  33^  to  3J^  cents.  This  was  done  after  the  trustees 
had  voted  to  open  the  Shelby  Park  Branch  at  the  expense  of 
the  main  library.  The  budget  presented  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee estimated  that  the  net  receipts  from  the  Polytechnic 
Society  should  be  $10,079.50,  but  only  $5,700.00  was  received. 
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The  frequent  friction  between  this  society  and  the  library  board 
is  detrimental  to  the  welfare  of  the  library. 

For  a  time  the  financial  situation  was  strained,  but  as  a  result 
of  unexpected  back  taxes  collected  the  receipts  from  the  city 
were  larger  than  the  estimate.  A  total  of  $64,990.87  was  expended 
for  maintenance  in  addition  to  the  $341.50  spent  from  current 
receipts  in  furnishing  the  Shelby  Park  Branch.  The  treasurer's 
report  shows  all  receipts  and  expenditures  and  the  table  on  page 
13  analyzes  the  cost  of  maintenance. 

Buildings.  Some  defects  have  developed  in  the  roof  of  the 
main  building.  Otherwise  the  buildings  and  grounds  are  all  in 
first  class  condition.  The  Shelby  Park  Branch  was  completed 
and  occupied  in  March.  In  arrangement,  architecture,  finish 
and  furnishing  it  is  the  star  of  the  Louisville  library  system. 
It  cost  $26,234.95,  including  the  building  proper,  furniture  and 
fiurdshings.  Its  prominent  location  at  the  entrance  to  Shelby 
Park  together  with  the  fact  that  it  is  in  the  neighborhood  of 
cottages  and  small  houses  serve  to  accentuate  its  beauty  and 
impressiveness.  The  grading  and  sodding  and  building  of  walks 
has  just  been  finished  under  the  supervision  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sion. The  commission  has  also  erected  a  beautiful  shelter  house 
in  the  park  near  by  and  established  a  play  ground,  which  is  very 
popular.  These  changes  have  made  a  marked  improvement  in 
the  appearance  of  the  neighborhood. 

Agitation  continues  in  favor  of  branches  in  other  parts  of  the 
city.  Two  new  sites  have  been  approved,  one  in  January  for  the 
Portland  Branch  at  Portland  and  Griffith  avenues  and  one  in 
August  for  the  West  End  Branch  near  Eighteenth  and  Jefferson 
streets.  These  two  buildings  are  to  be  erected  as  soon  as  the 
sites  are  secured  and  presented  to  the  library  by  the  citizens 
of  the  respective  neighborhoods. 

In  March  a  petition  signed  by  288  prospective  readers  was 
received  urging  the  early  establishment  of  a  second  branch  for 
the  colored  people.  The  request  is  to  be  granted  as  soon  as  the 
funds  will  permit. 

Sta£f .  There  are  41  members  on  the  staff,  the  same  number 
as  last  year.  In  addition  there  is  the  treasurer's  bookkeeper, 
five  pages,  five  janitors  and  a  night-watchman  at  Main  and  a 
janitor  at  each  of  the  six  branches,  a  total  of  59  employees.  The 
regular  staff  is  divided  as  follows:  General  Administration    2, 
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Museum  1,  Order  Department  6,  Catalog  Department  6,  Circu- 
lation Department  7,  Reference  Department  3,  Children's  Depart- 
ment 4,  branches  12;  the  latter  12  are  divided  thus:  Colored 
Branch  3,  Crescent  Hill  1,  with  an  assistant  on  part  time,  and  2 
at  each  of  the  other  four  branches. 

The  Catalog  Department  has  suffered  many  changes,  chief  of 
which  was  the  resignation,  in  effect  September  1,  of  Harriet  B. 
Gooch,  Head  of  the  department,  to  become  instructor  in  the  Pratt 
Institute  Library  School.  Miss  Rosalie  Mumford,  classifier 
1905-1908,  has  been  temporarily  selected  as  her  successor.  Mar- 
garet Norton,  classifier  1908^10,  resigned  to  accept  a  position 
in  the  University  of  Chicago  Library  and  was  succeeded  by 
Jennie  M.  Flexner,  of  the  Circulation  Department.  Florence 
Tucker  resigned  from  the  Catalog  Department  and  Loraine  Norris 
was  transferred  from  it  to  be  Branch  Librarian  at  Shelby  Park. 

Caroline  Q.  Fullerton,  Acting  Reference  Librarian,  was  elected 
Reference  Librarian.  Hall  Warren  was  appointed  assistant  in 
the  Parkland  Branch  to  succeed  Florence  Hegan,  resigned.  Other 
resignations  were  Ann  R.  Hoeffle  of  the  Circulation  Department 
and  Laura  M.  Hirst,  stenographer  in  the  Order  Department. 

Bi-weekly  meetings  of  the  entire  staff  were  held.  At  18  of 
them  addresses  were  given  by  prominent  persons  on  subjects 
either  directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  library  work,  such  as 
the  juvenile  court,  the  function  of  the  editorial,  the  development 
of  the  English  novel,  how  the  libraries  can  help  the  schools.  Six 
dealt  with  the  literature  of  a  specific  subject,  three  with  repK>rts 
of  important  conferences,  four  with  local  libraries,  the  meetings 
being  held  in  those  libraries. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  time  is  given  to  a 
limited  number  of  staff  assistants  each  year  to  carry  a  course  of 
study  at  an  educational  institution  in  connection  with  their 
library  work.  Four  persons  took  advantage  of  this  opportunity 
this  year. 

The  second  training  class  of  six  members  completed  a  12 
weeks  course  in  January,  making  an  excellent  record.  A  number 
of  nominations  for  permanent  positions  will  be  made  at  the 
beginning  of  the  coming  year.  A  course  of  16  lectures  on  classifi- 
cation, cataloging,  and  general  library  information  was  given  to 
the  staff  of  the  Colored  Branch. 
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The  proposed  class  in  physical  culture  for  the  women  on  the 
staff  was  not  organized  because  no  appropriation  for  the  necessary 
expenses  could  be  secured. 

The  librarian  has  been  appointed  a  member  of  the  Kentucky 
Library  Commission. 

Orders  and  Accessions.  There  have  been  13,985  volumes 
and  7,737  pamphlets  added;  of  these  volumes  11,625  were  bought 
and  1,819  were  given;  3,643  volumes  have  been  discarded,  leaving 
a  total  of  138,667  volumes  now  in  the  libraries.  Of  these  105,399 
are  at  the  main  library  and  33,268  are  at  the  six  branches. 

VOLUMES  IN  THE  LIBRARIES  1910-1911 


Main 
Library 

Hichhnd 
Branch 

Portknd 
Brandi 

Color«d 
Braneh 

Or.  Hill 
Branoh 

Parkland 
Branoh 

8h.Pk. 
Braneh 

Total 

LaAt  report 
Added  '10-11 

99,930 
7,947 

6,839 
715 

6,186 
935 

7,759 
952 

3,708 

652 

3,903 
565 

2,219 

128,325 
13,985 

Discarded  '10-11 

107,877 
2,478 

7,554 
290 

7,121 
328 

8,711 
363 

4,360 
81 

4,468 
101 

2,219 
2 

142, 310 
3,643 

Now  in  libraries 

105,399 

7,264 

6,793 

8,348 

4,279 

4,367 

2,217 

138,667 

VOLUMES  IN  THE  LIBRARIES  1905-1911 


Year 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

Volumes 

70,369 

83,214 

92,554 

105,399 

117,471 

128,325 

138,667 

Book  Account.  Expenditures  under  the  book  account  this 
year  were  as  follows.  How  the  amounts  were  divided  among 
the  various  libraries  is  shown  on  page  13. 

BOOK  ACCOUNT  1910-1911 


Volumes 


Pam- 
phlets 


Binding 


Re- 
binding 


Seriula 


Total 


Number 
Cost 


11,625 
910, 735  21 


2,528 
184  97a 


679 
$635  00 


9,105 
$3, 615  89 


790 
$1, 915  91 


$16, 986  98 


a)    Includes  cost  of  unbound  numbers  of  magasines  and  pictures 
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Other  expenditures  were:  Expense  14,783.96;  light,  heat 
and  power  $5,554.69;  furniture  and  fixtures  $797.53;  repairs  and 
improvements  $1,145.52;  salaries  $30,700.64;  janitors  and  other 
labor  $4,948.20;  insurance  $73.35.  These  items  are  divided  by 
libraries  on  page  13.  Expenditures  on  building  and  interest 
accounts  will  be  found  in  the  treasurer's  report  on  page  11. 


GIFTS 


Volumes 

Pamphlets 

Magaiines 

Continuations 

MiaceUaneoua 

1,819 

5,209 

903 

284 

28 

Grateful  acknowledgment  is  made  of  all  these  donations. 
Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  local  papers,  Anzeiger, 
Courier-Journal,  Daily  Record,  Evening  Post,  Herald  and  Times. 

Periodicals.  Eleven  per  cent  of  the  book  fimd,  $1,915.91, 
was  spent  for  current  periodicals.  There  are  470  titles;  265 
subscriptions  and  205  gifts.  This  includes  magazines,  library 
bulletins,  and  newspapers,  46  dailies,  112  weeklies,  225  monthlies, 
and  65  quarterlies.  Duplicates  of  many  titles  in  different  de- 
partments and  branches  make  a  total  of  1,071  copies;  783  bought 
and  288  given.    The  library  bound  470  copies  of  121  titles. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  LIBRARY  CLASSIFIED 


Subject 

Titles 

Volumes 

QaM  Name 

CbM 
Numbw 

Main 

Main 

Branohee 

Total 

General  Works 

Philosophy 

Religion 

Sociology 

Language 

Science 

Useful  Arts 

Fine  Arts , 

Literature 

History 

Description 

Biography  Collected .. 
Biography  Individual 
Prose  Fiction 

Total 


000 

100 

200 

300 

400 

500 

600 

700 

800 

900 

910 

920 

B 

F 


781 

932 
2,829 
3,273 

524 
2,364 
2,345 
2,330 
4,825 
2,982 
3,093 

788 

2,762 

10, 616 


40,434 


6,119 
1,182 
4,406 
9,400 
818 
4,951 
4,986 
3,419 

10,448 
7,131 
5,182 
1,867 
3,823 

22,686 


86,418 


1,110 

233 

813 

2,832 

393 

1,145 

1,169 

1,252 

3,284 

2,656 

1,793 

687 

1,118 

12,908 


31,393 


7,229 
1,415 
5,219 

12,232 
1,211 
6,096 
6,155 
4,671 

13,732 
9,787 
6,975 
2,554 
4,941 

35,594 


117, 811 


The  above  table  gives  the  chief  subjects  under  which  the  books  are 
classified,  the  number  of  works,  or  titles,  and  the  total  number  of  volumes 
on  each  subject.  There  are  40, 434  titles.  Many  titles  are  in  more  than 
one  volume.  These  added  volumes  together  with  the  39,025  volumes  of 
duplicates  make  a  total  of  117,811  cataloged  volumes.  This  figure  does 
not  include  public  documents.  The  duplicates  are  mostly  fiction  and 
juvenile. 

Catalog.  The  new  accessions  to  the  library  have  been  cata- 
loged with  the  exception  of  those  received  in  August.  Some 
additional  volumes  of  the  Polytechnic  collection  have  been 
recataloged. 

1910-11  Total 

Total  volumes  cataloged 13, 500  117, 811  (a) 

Volumes  cataloged  for  main  library 8, 938  86, 418 

Volumes  cataloged  for  branches 4, 562  31, 393 

Shelf  list  cards  made 4,676  65,903 

Catalog  cards  filed 19,059  224,861 

Official  catalog  cards  filed 8,376  76,906 

Cards  filed  in  L.  C.  deposit  catalog 42, 730  468, 942 

a)  Not  including  11, 960  volumes  which  have  been  discarded. 


The  resignation  of  Miss  Gooch  as  Head  of  the  Catalog  De- 
partment is  a  serious  loss.  She  organized  the  department 
and  with  assistants  previously  untrained  brought  it  in  the 
course  of  time  to  a  high  degree  of  efficiency.    The  catalog  as  it 
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stands  to-day,  including  as  it  does  the  old  Polytechnic  collection 
and  all  the  new  books  added  during  seven  years,  is  a  fine  testi- 
monial to  her  ability.  She  has  also  been  a  most  valuable  member 
of  the  staff  in  other  ways,  chiefly  as  a  teacher  and  director  of  the 
training  class. 

Registration.  During  the  year  12,936  cards  on  which  the 
five  year  time  limit  had  expired  were  canceled  and  9,870  new  cards 
were  issued,  of  which  6,319  were  recorded  for  the  first  time  and 
3,551  were  re-registrations.  There  is  a  decrease  at  the  main 
library  and  three  branches,  but  an  increase  at  the  other  branches. 
This  makes  a  net  loss  of  3,066  cards  in  force.  In  the  class  rooms, 
through  which  21  per  cent  of  the  books  were  circulated,  registra- 
tion cards  are  not  used.  Hence  the  number  of  cards  now  in  force 
does  not  represent  the  entire  number  of  persons  drawing  books 
for  home  reading.  The  number  of  readers  cards  in  force  at  each 
of  the  libraries  is  given  on  page  25. 
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Circulation.  Books  have  been  issued  from  the  mam  library, 
six  branches,  12  deposit  stations  and  230  class  room  coUections, 
a  total  of  249  centers. 


Year 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

Volumes  issued 

60,705 

320, 849  387, 788|447, 195 

664,797 

600,159 

652,840 

The  increase  over  last  year  is  52,681  volumes,  or  8  per  cent. 
The  main  library  shows  an  increase  of  1  per  cent,  the  branches  11 
per  cent  and  the  stations  and  class  room  collections  20  per  cent. 


Circulation  Arranged  by  Libraries 

Ti'K*.*»  Volume* 

^»*»~^  issued 

Bdain  Library 

Open  Shelf  Room 168,782 

Stack  Room 24,952 

Reference  Room _ 3,488 

Order  and  Catalog  Departments 1,171    198,393 

Children's  Room 62,674 

Class  room  collections  and  stations  sent  from  the 

main  library _ 102,929    165,603 

Colored  Branch 28,073 

Class  room  collections  and  stations  sent  from  this 

branch 37,102      65,176 

Crescent  Hill  Branch 43,280 

Highland  Branch 53,130 

Parkland  Branch 44,286 

Portland  Branch 65,818 

Shelby  Park  Branch..' 17,166 

Total 652,840 

Summary 

Main 262,080 

Class  room  collections 139,018 

Branches 251,742 

Total 652,840 
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Circulation  Arranged  1^  Classoe  (a) 

Volumes 

General  Works 457  85  542  .000 

Current  Periodicals 17,101  25,145  42,246  .071 

Philosophy 3,185  950  4,144  .007 

Religion 3,603  2,837  037  7,367  .010 

Sociology 13,147  18,362  14,993  46,502  .078 

Language 1,019  2,811  1,250  5,080  .008 

Science 4,377  4,586  3,605  12,568  .021 

Useful  Arts 5,753  3,737  1,243  10,733  .018 

Fine  Arts 7,130  6,677  553  14,360  .024 

Literature 12,341  9,206  2,510  24,057  .040 

History 9,810  11,861  3,560  25,231  .042 

Travel 8,768  7,513  16,077  32,358  .054 

Biography 7,414  5,577  2,040  15,031  .025 

Prose  Fiction 159,993  151,925  39,323  351,241  .593 

Total 254,088    251,281    86,091    591,460 

a)  Not  including  2,781  volumes  in  foreign  languages,  3,488  volumes 
circulated  from  the  reference  room,  1,171  from  the  order  and  catalog  de- 
partments, 52,927  volumes  through  class  room  collections  and  juvenile 
stations  and  1,013  through  adult  stations. 

Intemiediate  Department.  The  library  has  no  interme- 
diate department  so  called,  but  for  two  years  it  has  kept  in  the 
Open  Shelf  Room  what  is  known  as  the  Red  Star  collection. 
These  books  are  especially  suited  for  readers  who  feel  that  they 
have  graduated  from  the  Children's  Room  but  who  still  need  more 
careful  guidance  than  can  be  given  to  the  multitude  who  have 
unrestricted  access  to  a  miscellaneous  collection  of  20,000  volumes. 
The  books  are  carefully  selected  and  marked  with  a  red  star. 
Originally  they  were  all  kept  on  special  shelves,  but  gradually 
other  books  have  been  thus  marked.  The  tactful  assistant  easily 
induces  yoimg  readers  to  choose  these  books  and  many  older  ones 
have  come  to  realize  the  value  of  the  red  star  guarantee. 

Stations.  Deposit  stations  have  been  maintained  in  12  places. 
Of  these  9  were  for  adults,  2  for  children  and  1  for  both  classes 
of  readers.  The  adult  stations  circulated  1,013,  the  juvenile 
3,426  volumes.  Lack  of  interest  and  effort  among  those  in  authority 
at  the  adult  stations  and  insufficient  personal  attention  on  the  part 
of  the  library  are  the  chief  causes  of  this  unsatisfactory  showing. 
The  opportunities  for  extension  in  this  direction  are  worthy 
of  larger  efforts,  which  will  be  made  during  the  coming  year. 
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Mvisic  Scores.  The  library  now  has  a  collection  of  over  600 
music  scores  which  have  been  placed  in  the  Open  Shelf  Room  and 
are  circulated  on  the  same  conditions  as  books.  The  circulation 
for  eight  months  is  766.  The  collection,  which  is  for  various 
instruments,  is  the  result  chiefly  of  several  gifts.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  nucleus  will  serve  as  an  inspiration  to  further  contri- 
butions. 

Reference  Work.  The  number  of  recorded  questions  looked 
up  at  Main,  17,551,  is  a  slight  growth;  at  the  branches  9,170  topics 
is  an  increase  of  22  per  cent.  At  Main  112  bibliographies  and 
reading  lists  were  compiled.  As  heretofore  much  assistance  was 
given  to  people  in  various  parts  of  the  state.  In  connection 
with  this  service  148  volumes  were  loaned  out  of  the  city.  The 
current  periodicals  in  the  Reference  and  Newspaper  rooms  have 
increased  to  420. 

Work  with  Children.  Almost  half,  45  per  cent,  of  all 
books  circulated  were  drawn  by  children,  that  is  297,649  volumes. 
This  is  an  increase  over  last  year  of  32,352  volumes,  or  12  per 
cent.  The  class  room  use  again  shows  the  largest  growth,  20  per 
cent.  There  were  increases  also  at  Main  and  at  the  Crescent 
Hill  Branch  but  slight  decreases  at  four  branches  as  shown 
below. 

Volumes  drawn  Children 

1910  1911  registered 

Main  library 60,809  62,674  11,102 

Colored  Branch 16,248  13,666  2,660 

Highland  Branch 20,273  20,160  1,424 

Crescent  HiU  Branch 12,338  13,780  617 

Parkland  Branch 16,845  16,446  870 

Portland  Branch 26,676  22,917  1,866 

Shelby  Park  Branch 10,009  1, 164 

Class  room  collections 113,119  139, 018(a) 

Total 266,297      297,649         19,683 

a)  White  (188  collections) 101,916 

Colored  (42  collections) 37,102 

Bi-weekly  meetings  of  children's  librarians  were  held  for 
several  months.  In  the  story  hour  a  different  outline  of  stories 
presented  was  followed  at  each  branch. 
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The  Parent-Teacher  associations  recently  organized  at  many 
of  the  public  schools  are  helping  the  library  as  well  as  the  schools. 
At  a  number  of  their  meetings  the  aims  and  advantages  of  the 
library  have  been  presented.  Many  parents  were  also  interested 
through  their  attendance  at  the  three  mass  meetings  of  children 
at  the  main  library. 

At  one  of  these  there  was  an  address  with  illustrations  on 
the  manners  and  customs  of  India;  at  another  a  stereopticon 
lecture  on  insects;  at  the  third  selections  from  famous  operas  were 
given  with  a  gramaphone  and  the  stories  of  the  operas  told. 

The  following  exhibits  were  held  in  the  Children's  Room: 
South  American  butterflies;  Insects  in  various  stages  of  develop- 
ment; DresseS;  jewelry  and  art  work  from  India;  Garden  and  farm 
seeds;  Sunday  newspaper  colored  supplements  as  they  should  be. 

Lectures  at  the  Normal  School.  The  course  of  15  lec- 
tures to  the  students  at  the  Normal  School  was  repeated  this 
year;  3  lectures  on  cataloging  and  classification;  3  on  reference 
work  and  9  on  work  with  children.  These  were  given  by  the 
heads  of  the  respective  departments. 

Mutilation  of  Books.  Much  damage  is  done  to  books 
through  cutting  out  pictures  and  leaves,  thoughtless  marking  and 
careless  handling.  Fortimately  for  the  library  one  of  these 
criminals  was  caught,  an  old  man  who  had  badly  mutilated  38 
volumes,  mostly  of  a  historical  nature  and  valuable.  Just  before 
trial  in  the  police  court  his  sons  paid  for  the  books  damaged 
$78.72. 

Disinfecting.  Four  branches  were  disinfected  during  the 
year,  one  following  an  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  among  the  school 
children  in  the  neighborhood.  The  books  so  far  as  was  practicable 
were  opened  and  everything  in  the  room  exposed  to  formaldehyde 
fumes  for  36  hours. 

Branches.  There  are  now  six  members  in  the  family  of 
branches  containing  33,268  volumes.  They  circulated  this  year 
251,742  volumes,  or  38  per  cent  of  the  total  books  issued.  This 
is  a  gain  of  11  per  cent  over  last  year,  which  is  larger  than  the  8 
per  cent  gain  for  the  library  system  as  a  whole,  due  mainly  to 
the  opening  of  an  additional  branch.  Each  branch  shows  an 
increase  except  Portland,  which  has  fallen  off  4  per  cent,  while 
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Crescent  Hill  has  grown  25  per  cent.  Reference  work  at  the 
branches  shows  a  normal  growth. 

The  Portland  and  the  Colored  Branch  each  celebrated  the 
fifth  anniversary  of  its  opening  with  appropriate  exercises. 

The  Shelby  Park  Branch  was  opened  in  March.  The  thou- 
sands of  people  who  attended  the  exercises  and  inspected  the 
beautiful  building  were  a  remarkable  demonstration  of  popular 
interest.  The  branch  began  with  2,221  volumes,  almost  half  of 
them  loaned  from  the  main  library.  This  number,  especially  in 
books  for  children,  was  very  inadequate  for  the  opening  rush. 
The  library  together  with  the  park  shelter  house  and  play  grounds 
near  by  has  in  a  short  time  transformed  these  vacant  lots  into  a 
thriving  social  center.  The  branch  is  ideally  located  in  the  heart 
of  a  populous  district  and  gives  promise  of  great  usefulness. 

Meetings  in  the  Libraries.  There  were  730  meetings,  not 
including  the  Story  Hour,  held  in  the  library  as  follows:  at  Main 
10  clubs  and  societies  held  134  meetings,  miscellaneous  gather- 
ings 78,  total  212;  at  the  branches  29  clubs  held  390  meetings, 
miscellaneous  128,  total  518.  This  is  an  increase  of  11  per  cent 
in  the  total  number  of  meetings  held. 

Miisetim.  The  attendance  in  the  museum  has  been  25,835, 
or  479  more  than  last  year.  A  number  of  interesting  specimens 
and  curios  have  been  added  to  the  collection. 

Art  Exhibits.  The  following  exhibits  were  held  in  the  art 
rooms  of  the  library:  1)  Etchings  and  dry  points  by  Donald 
Shaw  MacLaughlan  November  5  to  13;  2)  Collection  loaned  by 
five  art  galleries  and  by  individuals  November  17  to  December 
4;  3)  First  exhibition  of  the  Louisville  Artists'  League  December 
8  to  22;  4)  Annual  exhibition  of  the  Society  of  Western  Artists 
February  5  to  24.  All  except  the  third  were  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Louisville  Art  Association.  At  the  last  one,  which  was  the 
sixth  exhibition  given  by  the  association,  the  attendance  was 
14,600. 

Traveling  Exhibit.  Last  year  the  library  bought  a  collec- 
tion of  the  materials  and  features  of  the  printed  book.  This 
consists  of  about  a  thousand  specimens  of  the  paper  and  binding 
material,  the  typographic  features,  the  decorations  and  the  il- 
lustrations of  printed  books.    It  was  exhibited  twice  in  the  Art 
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Room  and  later  at  the  aonual  meeting  of  the  Kentucky  Library 
Association  at  Lexington.  Since  then  it  has  done  good  service 
as  a  traveling  exhibit,  having  been  shown  in  seven  libraries  in 
various  parts  of  the  state. 

University  of  Louisville  Library.  Heretofore  the  Uni- 
versity of  Louisville  has  depended  on  the  public  library  for  library 
facilities.  Special  attention  has  here  been  given  to  the  wants  of 
the  students  and  professors  in  securing  suitable  material  and 
making  it  available.  Large  use  has  been  made  of  the  assistance 
thus  extended.  Recently  a  library  of  over  a  thousand  volumes 
for  reference  and  research  has  been  established  in  the  university. 
This  marks  a  forward  step  in  library  and  educational  development 
in  the  city. 

Respectfully  submitted 

William  F.  Yust 

Librarian 
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THE  LIBRARIES 
Location  and  Hours 


MAIN  LIBRARY 

Fourth  and  York  Streets 

Opened  in  temporary  quarters  4  May  1905 

New  building  opened  24  July  1908 

Hours:  9  a.  m.  to  9  p.  m.  week  days,  2  to  9  p.  m.  Sundays 

Annie  V.  Pollard,  Acting  Librarian 

HIGHLAND  BRANCH 

Highland  Avenue  and  Cherokee  Road 

Opened  in  temporary  quarters  7  January  1905 

New  building  opened  8  February  19QS 

Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  week  days,  2  to  6  p.  m.  Sundays 

Mary  B.  Pratt,  Branch  Librarian 

COLORED  BRANCH 

Tenth  and  Chestnut  Streets 

Opened  in  temporary  quarters  23  September  1905 

New  building  opened  29  October  1908 

Hours:  10  a.  m.  to  9  p.  m.  week  days,  2  to  9  p.  m.  Sundays 

Thos.  F.  Blue,  Branch  Librarian 

PORTLAND  BRANCH 

537  North  Twenty-sixth  Street 

Opened  in  temporary  quarters  18  December  1905 

Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  aailv  including  Sundajrs 

Jennie  O.  Cochran,  Branch  Librarian 

CRESCENT  HILL  BRANCH 

Frankfort  and  Birch  wood  Avenues 

Opened  in  new  building  29  September  1908 

Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  daily  including  Sundays 

Sallie  T.  Berryman,  Branch  Librarian 

PARKLAND  BRANCH 

Twenty-eighth  Street  and  Virginia  Avenue 

Opened  in  new  building  15  October  1908 

Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  daily  including  Sundays 

Jessie  M.  Taylor,  Branch  Librarian 

SHELBY  PARK  BRANCH 

Hancock  and  Oak  Streets 

Opened  in  new  building  27  March  1911 

Hours :  2  to  9  p.  m.  daily  including  Sundays 

Loraine  Norris,  Branch  Librarian 

The  branches  are  arranged  in  the  order  of  their  opening 

Sundav  opening  is  for  reading  and  reference  only  and  not  for  the  cir- 
culation of  books.  The  libraries  are  open  on  all  but  one  legal  holiday  for 
the  same  hours  as  on  Sundays;  they  are  closed  on  Christmas  day. 
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LffiRARY  STAFF 


Acting  Librarian Annie  V.  Pollard 

Acting  Assistant  Librarian George  T.  Settle 

Librarian's  Secretary Anna  F.  Hubbuch 

Museum  Attendant Susan  B.  Shane 

Order  Department 

George  T.  Settle,  Head 
Clara  L.  Behrens  Ella  Heffeman 

Bertha  Guntermann  Minnie  Lunn 

Josie  McCormack 

Catalog  Department 

Adelaide  F.  Evans,  Temporary  Head 
Jennie  M.  Flexner,  Classifier 
Anna  Coldewey  Marguerite  Seeley  (a) 

Eidna  Grauman  Maude  Tvacy 

May  Wood  Wigginton 
Francis  Montfort,  Page 

Circulation  Department 

Annie  V.  Pollard,  Head 
Sadie  C.  Doyle  Grace  Tabb 

Jesse  McDaniel  M.  A.  Thomas 

Minnie  Dearing  Miller  Matilda  B.  Tyler 

Ella  C.  Warren 

Pages 

Frank  Laufman  Alvin  Pallast 

Reference  Department 

Caroline  Q.  Fullerton,  Head 

Esther  V.  Bakewell  Mary  Brown  Humphrey 

b) Page 

a)  On  year's  leave  of  absence 

b)  Position  temporarily  filled  by  a  substitute 
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LIBRARY  STAFF— Continticd 


Mary  B.  Gates 


Children's  Department 

a) Head 

Rudolph  Gunter 

Edward  Hinkle,  Page 


Branch  Libraries 


Highland  Branch 


Portland  Branch 


Crescent  Hill  Branch 


Parkland  Branch 


Mary  B.  Pratt 
Maud  Sehon 

I  Jennie  0.  Cochran 
[Kanna  Davidson 

Sallie  T.  Berryman 
Ruth  Theobald 

Jessie  M.  Taylor 
Hall  Warren 

(Thos.  F.  Blue 
Rachel  D.  Harris 
Elizabeth  I.  Finney 

{Loraine  Norris 
b) 


Shelby  Park  Branch 


a)  Positioii  unfilled 

b)  Position  temporarily  filled  by  a  substitute 
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PRESIDENT'S  LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 


Louisville,  Ey.,  September  18,  1912 

To  the  General  Council  of  the  City  of  LouimUe: 

Gentlemen: 

I  am  handing  you  herewith  for  your  information,  the 
ESghth  Annual  Report  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library. 

Respectfully 

W.  O.  Head 

President 
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REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITOR 

Hon.  W.  0.  Head,  Mayor 
City  of  Louisville. 

Dear  Sir: 

Agreeable  with  instructions,  our  Mr.  Turner  and  his  assistants 
have  made  a  thorough  audit  of  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Louisville  Free  Public  Library. 

The  receipts  and  disbursements  of  cash  for  the  fiscal  year 
(September  1,  1911  to  August  31,  1912)  were  verified  in  every 
possible  manner  and  same  found  correct.  The  cash  balance, 
September  1,  1912  of  $9,511.51  agrees  with  the  bank  pass  book 
when  the  outstanding  checks  are  taken  into  consideration. 

The  audit  proved  satisfactory  to  us  in  every  way  and  the  books 
are  in  splendid  condition. 

Thanking  you  for  the  confidence,  we  are. 

Respectfully  yours 

Turner  &  Spencer 
Public  Accountants  and  Aiiditors 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


Louisville,  Ky.,  September  1,  1912 

Hon.  W.  O.  Head,  President  Board  of  Trustees 
Louisville  Free  Public  Library 

Dear  Sir: 

As  Treasurer  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  library,  I  would 
respectfully  report  the  following  receipts  and  disbursements  for 
the  year  ending  August  31,  1912. 


Receipts 

City  of  Louisville 

Collected  on  1902  taxes -S         4  60 

1903  taxes 12  67 

1904  taxes 22  09 

1905  taxes .--. 32  76 

1906  taxes 65  47 

1907  taxes ..--        124  12 

1908  taxes _._ .-.        269  01 

1909  taxes _ 333  37 

1910  taxes _ 638  63 

1911  taxes _ 4,573  37 

1912  taxes 64,519  72 

$60,595  80 

Rents 

Collected  from  Polytechnic  Society _.    4, 500  00 

Miscellaneous  rents  collected 143  00 

4,643  00 

Fines  collected  at  all  libraries 1,654  02 

Reserves  collected  at  all  libraries 8  62 

Books,  collected  on  lost  books,  etc 279  81 

li^t,  collected  for  light  furnished 112  32 

Salaries,  refund  on  salaries 29  80 

Expense  and  sundry  receipts 291  20 

Interest  on  bank  deposits 211  77 

2,687  54 

67,826  34 

Bills  payable 25,000  00 

Andrew  Carnegie  for  branches 18,665  56 

43,666  66 

Total  receipts $111,491  90 
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Total  receipts  forwarded $111,491  90 

Disbursements 

Books _ $16,499  74 

Binding  and  rebinding 4,073  24 

$19, 572  98 

Expenses _- 6,386  91 

Salaries 36,671  72 

Light,  heat  and  power 6,828  18 

Repairs  and  improvements 1,498  74 

Insurance i _ 106  65 

Interest  on  loans.. 306  64 

Furniture  and  fixtures 875  19 

Actual  working  disbursements. 70,246  91 

Bills  payable _ 25,000  00 

Building  construction _ 6,100  00 

31, 100  00 

Total  disbiursements-.- _ 101,346  91 

10  144  99 
Overdraft  August  31,  1911 '633  48 

Balance  August  31,  1912 $9,511  61 

We  have  drawn  from  Mr.  Carnegie  this  year  on  account  of 
the 

Shelby  Park  Branch  Library,  the  sum  of $3,666  66 

Jefferson  Branch 10,000  00 

Portland  Branch 6,000  00 

In  all :_ - $18,665  56 

The  Shelby  Park  Branch  is  completed  and  charged  off  and  the 
accounts  closed;  the  Jefferson  Branch  is  now  in  process  of  erection 
and  the  contracts  will  be  awarded  within  the  next  week  or  ten 
days  for  the  beginning  of  work  on  the  Portland  Branch. 

I  refer  to  and  make  a  part  of  this  report,  the  report  of  Turner 
&  Spencer,  Examiners  appointed  by  your  Honor,  showing  in 
detail  all  moneys  received  from  September  1,  1911  to  August  31, 
1912  and  mark  it  "A."  It  shows  all  the  assets  and  liabilities 
of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library  on  this  date. 

Respectfully  submitted 

John  Stites 

Treasurer 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LfflRARIAN 

To  THE  Board  of  Trustees  op  the  Louisville  Free  Public 
Library 

Gentlemen:  Your  acting  librarian  herewith  submits  the 
eighth  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  1912. 

The  library  system  now  consists  of  the  main  library,  six 
branches,  213  class  room  collections  in  schools,  and  25  deposit 
stations,  a  total  of  245  agencies  for  distribution. 

Summary  for  the  Year 

Books  accessioned  durincj  year 17,795 

Books  discarded  etc.  during  year 5,443 

Total  books  in  the  libraries 151,019 

Books  cataloged  during  year 17,935 

Total  books  cataloged  in  the  libraries _.  131,012 

Borrowers  register^  during  year 7,981 

Total  borrowers  registered 38,602 

Books  issued 704,936 

Reference  topics  looked  up _ 28,514 

Finances.  The  total  receipts  for  the  year  from  city  taxes 
were  $60,595.80,  from  miscellaneous  sources  $7,230.54  and  the 
working  capital  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  was 
$3,032.08.  This  gave  a  total  working  capital  of  $70,858.42. 
The  amount  spent  for  current  maintenance  was  $69,940.37,  the 
amoimt  for  interest  $306.54.  These  amounts  deducted  from  the 
working  capital  leave  a  balance  of  $611.51.  We  have  received 
from  Andrew  Carnegie  this  year  on  accoimt  of  two  branches 
$15,000.00.  Of  this  we  spent  only  $6,100.00,  leaving  a  balance 
of  $8,900.00.  This  added  to  our  balance  on  maintenance  makes 
cash  on  hand  $9,511.51. 

Buildings.  The  care  of  buildings  and  the  erection  of  new 
buildings  was  given  to  the  acting  assistant  librarian.  The  most 
important  steps  taken  were  the  erection  of  the  Jefferson  Branch 
and  the  working  out  of  plans  and  specifications  for  the  new  Port- 
land Branch  building.  Up  to  this  time  the  Portland  Branch  has 
been  in  rented  quarters.  In  April  the  citizens  of  that  section 
presented  an  attractive  site  at  the  intersection  of  Thirty-third 
Street,   High   and   Portland  Avenues.    This  site   cost   $3,000. 
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Bids  have  been  advertised  for  and  will  be  opened  at  the  September 
meeting  of  the  Board.  The  Jefferson  Branch  will  be  ready  for 
occupancy  by  December  1  and  specifications  for  furniture  are 
now  being  prepared. 

Many  improvements  and  repairs  were  made  at  the  main 
building.  Iron  railings  were  placed  at  all  areas,  also  on  the 
different  stack  room  floors,  for  the  safety  of  the  public.  A  new 
ventilating  system  was  installed  in  the  basement  toilet  rooms  and 
the  glass  removed  from  above  the  public  catalog  to  remedy  the 
trouble  in  the  catalog  alcove.  The  defective  skylight  and  down 
spouts  at  main  are  now  in  the  hands  of  architects  who  are  working 
on  a  report  recommending  changes  and  improvements.  It  is 
contemplated  to  remove  the  skylight  and  turn  what  is  now 
termed  the  attic,  which  is  without  ventilation,  into  an  art  gallery 
or  an  exhibition  room. 

Within  a  short  time  the  work  on  plans  for  the  second  colored 
branch  to  be  located  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city  will  be  begun. 
The  question  of  a  site  is  in  the  hands  of  a  special  committee 
appointed  at  the  August  meeting  by  the  Mayor.  The  citizens 
are  now  working  to  raise  funds  to  purchase  the  site.  All  in  all 
the  buildings  are  jiow  in  very  good  shape. 

Staff.  The  staff  underwent  many  changes  during  the  year 
In  April  William  F.  Yust,  who  had  been  librarian  since  January, 
1905  resigned  to  accept  a  similar  position  in  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
In  August  Adeline  B.  Zachert,  who  had  been  Head  of  the  Chil- 
dren's Department  from  September  1905  to  November  1908, 
when  she  was  appointed  Director  of  Children's  Work,  resigned 
also  to  go  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.  Other  resignations  were  Mattiebel 
Ratcliffe  Willis  from  the  Catalog  Department  and  Bemice  Bell 
from  the  Children's  Department. 

In  February  Miss  May  Wood  Wigginton  was  chosen  Head  of 
the  Catalog  Department  provided  she  would  take  a  special  course 
at  a  library  school.  She  has  been  granted  one  year's  leave  for 
this  purpose  and  the  library  is  fortimate  to  have  as  t^nporary 
head,  Miss  Adelaide  F.  Evans,  formerly  instructor  at  Western 
Reserve  University  Library  School.  Miss  Annie  V.  Pollard, 
formerly  assistant  librarian  and  Head  of  the  Circulation  Depart- 
ment was  appointed  Acting  Librarian  from  April  to  October  and 
George  T.  Settle,  Head  of  the  Order  and  Accession  Department 
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was  appointed  Aeting  Assistant  Librarian  for  the  same  period 
of  time.  Both  are  attending  to  their  old  duties  in  addition  to 
those  connected  with  the  new  offices. 

Other  appointments  on  the  staff  were  Clara  L.  Behrens  as 
stenographer  in  the  Oder  Department,  Anna  Coldewey  and  Edna 
Gramnan  as  assistants  in  the  Catalc^  Department,  Mary  B. 
Gates  as  assistant  in  the  Children's  Department  to  succeed  Grace 
Tabb,  transferred  to  the  Circulation  Department,  Maud  Sehon 
as  assistant  at  Highland  Branch  to  succeed  Minnie  Dearing 
Miller,  transferred  to  the  Circulation  Department  at  Main,  and 
Ruth  Theobald  as  assistant  in  Cr^cent  Hill  Branch. 

The  third  training  class  of  five  members  completed  the  course 
in  March.  The  annual  examination  was  held  June  26  and  was 
taken  by  35  people.  This  is  about  three  times  as  many  as  ever 
before.  From  those  who  passed,  a  training  class  will  be  formed 
sometime  in  fall. 

The  acting  assistant  librarian  was  appointed  a  member  of 
the  Kentucky  Library  Commission. 

Orders  and  Accessions.  There  have  been  17,795  volumes 
and  7,061  pamphlets  added;  5,443  volumes  have  been  discarded, 
leaving  a  total  of  151,019  volumes  now  in  the  libraries. 

VOLUMES  IN  THE  LIBRARIES  1911-1912 


Main 
Library 

Colorad 
Branah 

HigUand 
Branch 

Portland 
Branch 

Cr.Hin 
Branch 

Pwkland 
Branch 

Sh.Pk. 
Branch 

Total 

Last  report 
Added  '11-12 

105, 399 
9,923 

8,348 
1,584 

7,264 
1,105 

6,793 
1,342 

4,279 
929 

4,367 
1,049 

2,217 
1,863 

138,667 
17, 795 

Discarded  '11-12 

115,322 
3,313 

9,932 
444 

8,369 
663 

8,135 
442 

5,208 
116 

5,416 
393 

4,080 
72 

156,462 
5,443 

Now  in  libraries 

112,009 

9,488 

7,706 

7,693 

5,092 

5,023 

4,008 

151, 019 

VOLUMES  IN  THE  LIBRARIES  1905-1912 


Year 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

Volumes 

70,369 

83,214 

92,544 

105,399 

117, 471 

128,325 

138,667 

151, 019 
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Book  Account.  Expenditures  under  the  book  account  this 
year  were  as  follows.  How  the  amounts  were  divided  among  the 
various  libraries  is  shown  on  page  17. 

BOOK  ACCOUNT  1911-1912 


Volumes 


Pam- 
phleta 


Binding 


Re- 
binding 


Seriab 


Total 


Number 
Cost 


15, 573 
$13, 412  33 


1,027 
1133  81* 


899 
$1,082  40 


7,510 
$2,990  84 


793 
$1, 953  60 


$19, 572  96 


*  Includes  cost  of  unbound  numbers  of  magazines  and  pictures 

Other  Expenditiires  were:  Expense  $5,386.91 ,  light,  heat 
and  power  $5,828.18,  furniture  and  fixtures  $875.19,  repairs  and 
improvements  $1,498.74,  pay  roll,  librarian  and  assistants 
$31,342.87,  janitors  $5,328.85,  insurance  $106.65.  These  items 
are  divided  by  libraries  on  page  17.  Expenditures  on  building 
and  interest  accounts  will  be  found  in  the  treasurer's  report. 

Periodicals.  Of  the  book  fund  $1,953.60  was  spent  for 
current  periodicals.  There  are  501  titles,  254  paid  subscriptions 
and  247  gifts.  This  includes  magazines,  library  bulletins,  daily 
and  weekly  newspapers,  duplicated  to  the  amount  of  1,076 
copies,  774  bought  and  302  given.  The  library  bound  899  copies 
of  122  titles. 
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GIFTS 


Volumefl 

Pamphleta 

Magasinea 

ContinuaQoea 

Miaeellanooua 

1,360 

7,061 

679 

310 

17 

Grateful  acknowledgment  is  made  of  all  these  donations. 
Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  local  papers,  Anzeiger, 
Courier-Journal,  Daily  Record,  Evening  Post,  Herald  and  Times. 

Binding  and  Mending.  Below  are  given  a  few  items  to 
illustrate  the  large  amount  of  mechanical  work  done  in  adding 
books  to  the  library,  preparing  them  for  circulation  and  keeping 
them  in  suitable  condition  for  use. 

Volumes 

Perforated _ - _.  19,630 

Gift  plates  inserted 1,074 

Book  plates  inserted 32,120 

Date  slips  and  pockets  inserted 32,449 

Books  mended 27,048 

Pages  cut,  stamped,  etc __ 1,660 

Magazines  and  pamphlets  covered _ 2, 534 

Title  pages  typewritten _ 298 

Order  cards  collated 34,310 

Binding  ordered _ _ 811 

Rebinding  ordered _ _ 7, 140 

Cataloging.  The  work  of  this  department  for  the  past 
year  is  as  follows: 

1911-13  Total 

Total  volumes  cataloged 17, 935  147, 706  (a) 

Volumes  cataloged  for  Main  Library 9, 308  103, 811 

Volumes  cataloged  for  Branches 8, 627  43, 896 

Shelf  list  cards  made _ 10,069  75,972 

Catalog  cards  made 24,803  249,526 

Cards  filed  in  Official  Catalog.  _ 8, 953  85, 859 

Cards  filed  in  L.  C.  Deposit  Catalog 42, 036  510, 978 

a)  Including  16,694  volumes  which  have  been  discarded 

This  department  was  without  a  head  from  September  to 
February,  but  regardless  of  this  fact  the  work  shows  a  splendid 
increase  for  the  year. 
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VOLUMES  CATALOGED 
1911-1912 


1905-1912 


Adult 

Ref. 

Juv. 

ToUl 

Adult 

Ref. 

Juv. 

Total 

For  Main. 

♦5,447 

1,671 

3,861 

9,308 

♦81,203 

21,127 

22,608 

103,811 

For  Colored 

Crescent  Hill  _ 

Highland 

Parkland 

Portland 

Shelby  Park.. 

400 
512 
513 

•538 
777 
766 

76 
50 
46 
46 
80 
60 

1,094 
448 
587 
513 
553 

1,568 

1,570 
1,010 
1,146 
1,097 
1,410 
2,394 

3,925 
2,813 
4,954 
2,885 
4,981 
1,495 

885 
412 
587 
440 
654 
375 

6,460 
1,985 
3,523 
2,165 
3,239 
2,117 

11,270 
5,210 
9,064 
5,490 
8,874 
3,987 

Total  for  Branches 

3,506 

358 

4,763 

8,627 

21,053 

3,353 

19,489 

43,895 

Grand  Total- 

17,935 

147, 706 

♦  Includes  Reference  books 

Registration.  During  the  year  there  were  added  7,981 
borrowers.  Of  these  6,085  were  new  borrowers  and  1,896  were 
re-registered  borrowers  whose  cards  had  expired.  The  cancella- 
tions during  the  year  by  expiration  were  7,301.  The  withdrawals 
by  leaving  city  or  by  death  were  289.  The  total  borrowers' 
cards  now  in  force  are  38,602.  These  arranged  according  to  libra- 
ries are  as  follows: 

Adult  Juvenile  Total 

Main  Library 8,972  10,058  19,030 

Highland  Branch 2,173  1,420  3,593 

Portland  Branch 2,646  1,966  4,612 

Colored  Branch 1,592  1,966  3,558 

Crescent  Hill  Branch- 1,445  655  2,100 

Parkland  Branch 2,237  909  3,146 

Shelby  Park  Branch- 1,038  1,525  2,563 

Total 20,103        18,49^       38,602 

Circtilation.  Books  have  been  issued  from  the  main  library, 
six  branches,  25  deposit  stations  and  213  class  room  collections, 
a  total  of  245  centers.  Through  these  704,936  volumes  were 
circulated,  an  increase  of  52,096  volumes  over  last  year. 


Year 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

Volumes 

69,705 

320,849 

387,788 

447, 195 

564, 797 

600,159 

652,840 

704, 936 

20  LfOuisviUe  Free  Pvblic  Library 


Circulation  Arranged  by  Libraries  Volumes 

Library  Issued 

Main  Library 

Open  Shelf  Room _ 178,584 

Stack  Room _ 28,199 

Reference  Room 2,846 

Order  Department __.     1,218 

Catalog  Department _ 1,102    211,949 

Children's  Room _ 67,020 

Class  room  collections  and  stations  sent  from  main 

library ___ 90,508    147,528 

Colored  Branch 33,899 

Class  room  collections  and  stations  sent  from  this 

branch _ 39,563      73,462 

Crescent  Hill  Branch... _ 48,853 

Clifton  station  conducted  by  this  branch 1, 389      50, 242 

Highland  Branch 52,854 

Parkland  Branch 46,091 

Portland  Branch _ _ 70,162 

Shelby  Park  Branch 52,648 

Total -- 704,936 

Summary 

Main 268,969 

Stations 131,460 

Branches 304,507 

Total 704,936 

Stations.  Deposit  stations  have  been  maintained  in  25 
places.  The  circulation  at  these  was  14,216  volumes,  an  increase 
of  9,687  volumes  over  last  year.  It  is  hoped  during  the  coming 
year  to  do  a  great  deal  more  of  this  work.  A  station  has  already 
been  established  within  the  past  week  at  the  County  jail  and  a 
great  many  other  places  are  under  consideration  at  present. 

Reference  Work.  The  number  of  recorded  questions  looked 
up  at  Main  is  17,331,  a  decrease  of  102;  at  the  branches  11,183 
topics  were  looked  up  making  a  total  of  28,514  topics,  an  increase 
of  1,793  over  last  year.  At  main  122  bibliographies  and  reading 
lists  were  compiled.  The  volumes  and  magazines  loaned  from 
the  department  for  home  use  amounted  to  2,846,  pictures  loaned 
57.  There  were  17  volumes  borrowed  from  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress and  the  Library  of  the  Surgeon  General.  In  the  library 
clipping  book  were  entered  520  separate  items  filling  350  colmnns 


EigtUh  Annual  Report  21 

and  in  the  genealogical  clipping  book  507  columns  were  entered. 
There  were  1,671  volumes  added  to  the  department  during  the 
year,  making  the  total  reference  collection  21,127  volumes.  As 
heretofore  much  assistance  was  given  to  people  in  various  parts 
of  the  state.  There  were  155  questions  looked  up  for  non-resi- 
dents and  152  volumes  sent  out  of  the  city. 

Work  with  Children.  The  juvenile  circulation  for  the 
year  was  294,402  volumes,  a  decrease  of  3,247  volumes.  This  is 
partly  explained  by  the  fact  that  an  epidemic  of  spinal  meningitis 
swept  Louisville,  during  which  the  schools  and  all  children's 
rooms  were  closed  for  two  weeks.  Even  after  the  libraries  had 
been  disinfected  borrowers  remained  away  for  sometime. 

Volumes  Drawn  Children 

1911  1912         Registered 

Main  Library 62,674  57,020  10,058 

Colored  Branch 13,655  17,512  1,966 

Highland  Branch 20,150  17,724  1,420 

Crescent  Hill  Branch 13, 780  14, 719  655 

Parkland  Branch 15,446  14,702  909 

Portland  Branch 22,917  21,546  1,966 

Shelby  Park  Branch 10,009  25,745  1,525 

Class  room  collections  and  sta- 
tions  - 139,018  125, 434(a) 

Total 297,649      294,402  18,499 

a)  White  (165  collections  and  21  stations) 86, 182 

Colored  (48  collections  and  2  stations) 39,252 

Branches.  The  library  system  now  consists  of  six  branches 
containing  39,010  volumes.  There  were  added  to  the  branches 
last  year  7,872  volmnes  and  the  circulation  total  was  304,507,  an 
increase  of  52,765  volumes. 

The  new  Jefferson  Branch  will  be  ready  for  opening  sometime 
in  December  and  the  contracts  for  the  erection  of  the  new  Port- 
land Branch  building  will  be  awarded  at  the  September  Board 
meeting.  Fimds  are  now  being  raised  for  the  purchase  of  a  site 
in  the  eastern  section  of  the  city  for  a  second  Colored  Branch. 
When  these  are  completed  the  system  will  contain  eight  branches. 
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A  FEW  BRANCH  STATISTICS 


Colored 


Highland 


Portland 


Crewent 
Hill 


Ftekland 


Shelbjr 


Total 


Volumes  in  branch 

Card  holders  registered 

Volumes  circulated 

Reference  topics  looked 
up - --- 


9,488 

3,558 

73, 462a 

7,706 

3,593 

52,854 

7,693 

4,612 

70,162 

5,092 

2,100 

50,242h 

5,023 

3,146 

46,091 

4,008 

2,563 

52,648 

1,582 

1,805 

2,816 

2,020 

1,715 

1,246 

39,010 

19,572 

^,459 

11,183 


a)  Includes  39,563  volumes  circulated  through  class  room  collections  and 

stations 

b)  Includes  1,389  volumes  circulated  through  Clifton  Station 

Lectiires  at  Normal  School.  The  course  of  lectures  to 
the  students  at  the  Normal  School  was  repeated  with  the  exception 
of  the  three  on  cataloging  and  classification.  This  was  due  to 
the  fact  that  there  was  no  Head  to  that  Department  until  Feb- 
ruary. 

Disinfecting.  All  the  branches  and  the  main  Children's 
Room  were  disinfected  during  the  past  year,  following  an  epidemic 
of  spinal  meningitis. 

Publicity.  The  library  as  usual  made  much  use  of  its 
multigraph.  There  were  110  different  lists,  circulars  and  letters 
run  off  and  duplicated  to  the  amount  of  23,570  copies.  Through 
the  regular  print  shops  eleven  publications  were  issued,  dupli- 
cated to  the  amount  of  35,600  copies. 

The  most  important  of  the  publications  issued  through  the 
regular  print  shops  were  the  library  poster  and  the  list  on  Educa- 
tion. The  former  were  framed  and  hung  in  prominent  places, 
such  as  banks,  hotels,  railroad  stations,  department  stores,  fac- 
tories, etc. 

The  list  on  Education  was  mailed  to  all  teachers  in  the  city 
and  in  Jefferson  County.  Application  cards  were  enclosed 
together  with  a  note  requesting  if  they  were  members  to  pass 
the  card  to  someone  interested.  It  is  proposed  to  follow  this 
plan  with  book  lists  for  all  professions  and  occupations. 

American  Library  Association.  In  June  the  Board  of 
Trustees  extended  a  formal  invitation  to  the  American  Library 
Association  to  hold  its  meeting  in  1913  in  Louisville.  This 
invitation  was  joined  in  by  Governor  James  B.  McCreary  on 
behalf  of  the  State,  Mayor  W.  0.  Head  on  behalf  of  the  City, 
and  by  the  Louisville  Convention  and  Publicity  League,  Board 
of  Trade,   Conmiercial  Club,  Baptist  and  Presbyterian  Theo- 
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logical  Seminary  Libraries,  Filson  Club  of  Kentucky,  Kentucky 
Library  Commission,  and  Kentucky  Library  Association. 

The  invitation  was  issued  as  a  booklet.  This  was  distributed 
at  the  Ottawa  meeting,  and  has  been  sent  to  librarians  in  Ken- 
tucky and  all  Southern  States,  asking  their  co-operation  in 
urging  the  invitation.  The  selection  of  a  meeting  place  has  been 
referred  to  the  Executive  Board.  The  library  wf«  represented 
at  this  meeting  by  the  Acting  Assistant  Librarian,  Director  of 
Children's  Work  and  the  Classifier. 

Duplicate  Pay  Collection.  In  March  a  duplicate  pay 
collection  was  opened  in  the  library.  It  contains  331  titles  of 
fiction.  The  circulation  for  the  past  six  months  has  been  4,508 
volumes  and  the  receipts  $251.51. 

Meetings  in  the  Libraries.  There  were  810  meetings  held 
in  the  library  as  follows:  Main  154,  Colored  219,  Highland  70, 
Portland  197,  Crescent  Hill  48,  Parkland  80,  Shelby  Park  42. 
The  increase  over  last  year  in  the  number  of  meetings  held  is  80. 

Musevun.  The  attendance  in  the  museiun  has  been  21,680. 
A  number  of  interesting  additions  in  curios  and  specimens  have 
been  presented  this  year. 

Art  Exhibits.  The  following  exhibits  were  held  in  the  art 
rooms  of  the  library:  1)  Seventh  Free  Exhibition  of  the  Louisville 
Art  Association  November  8  to  28;  2)  Second  Exhibition  of  the 
Louisville  Artists'  League  December  6  to  23;  3)  Eighth  Free 
Exhibition  of  the  Louisville  Art  Association  including  paintings 
selected  from  the  members  of  the  Society  of  Western  Artists  and 
photographs  from  a  collection  assembled  and  sent  out  by  the 
American  Federation  of  Arts  February  1  to  20;  4)  Ninth  Free 
Exhibition  of  the  Louisville  Art  Association  including  water 
colors  by  members  of  the  New  York  Water  Color  Club  and  illus- 
trations from  the  collections  of  the  Society  of  American  Illustrators 
April  18  to  May  3. 

The  report  for  the  year  is  most  gratifying  as  it  shows  great 
increase  along  all  lines  with  the  exception  of  children's  work, 
which  decrease  has  been  partly  explained,  and  registration. 
A  new  plan  has  been  adopted,  mentioned  under  publicity,  by 
which  it  is  hoped  to  increase  the  registration. 

The  librarian  desires  to  express  due  appreciation  to  the  stafif 
members,  who  have  made  such  a  splendid  record  possible. 

Respectfully  submitted 

Annie  V.  Pollard 

Acting  Librarian 
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THE  LIBRARIES 
Location  and  Hours 


MAIN  LIBRARY 


Fourth  and  Library  Place 

Opened  in  temporary  quarters  4  May  1905 

New  building  opened  24  July  1908 

Hours:  9  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m.  week  days,  2  to  10  p.  m.  Sundays 


HIGHLAND  BRANCH 

Highland  Avenue  and  Cherokee  Road 

Opened  in  temporary  quarters  7  January  1905 

New  building  opened  8  February  1908 

Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  week  days,  2  to  6  p.  m.  Sundays 


PORTLAND  BRANCH 

637  North  Twenty-sixth  Street 

Opened  in  temporary  quarters  18  December  1905 

New  building  at  Portland  Avenue  and  Western  Parkway 

will  be  opened  shortly 
Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  daily  including  Sundays 


CRESCENT  HILL  BRANCH 

Frankfort  and  Birchwood  Avenues 

Opened  in  new  building  29  September  1908 

Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  daily  including  Sundays 


PARKLAND  BRANCH 

Twenty-eighth  Street  and  Virginia  Avenue 

Opened  in  new  building  15  October  1908 
Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  daily  including  Sundays 
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SHELBY  PARK  BRANCH 

Hancock  and  Oak  Streets 

Opened  in  new  building  27  March  1011 

Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  daily  including  Sundays 

JEFFERSON  BRANCH 

Jefferson  Street  between  Seventeenth  and  Eighteenth 

Opened  in  new  building  10  March  1913 

Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  daily  including  Sundays 

WESTERN  COLORED  BRANCH 

Tenth  and  Chestnut  Streets 
Opened  in  temporary  quarters  23  September  1906 
New  building  opened  29  October  1908 
Hours:  10  a.  m.  to  9  p.  m.  week  days,  2  to  9  p.  m.  Sundays 

EASTERN  COLORED  BRANCH 

Hancock  and  Lampton  Streets 
New  building  under  construction 

Sunday  opening  is  for  reading  and  reference  only  and  not  for  the  cir- 
culation of  books.  The  libraries  are  open  on  all  legal  holidays  for  read* 
ing  and  reference  only;  the  main  library  from  2  to  10  p.  m.  and  the  branches 
from  2  to  9  p.  m.    The  libraries  are  closed  on  Christmas  day. 
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LIBRARY  STAFF 


Librarian. ..George  T.  Settle 

Librariaii's  Secretary Carolyn  E.  Adelbtfg 

Order  and  Accession  Department 

a) ,  Head 

Bertha  Guntermann,  Senior  Assistant 
Clara  L.  Behrens  Josie  McCormack 

Minnie  Lunn  Mary  Mullins 

b) 

Catalog  Department 

May  Wood  Wigginton,  Head 
Anna  Coldewey  Marguerite  Seeley 

Edna  Grauman  Maude  Tracy 

b) :-- b)..... 

Francis  Monfort,  Page 

Circulation  Department 

Jennie  M.  Flexner,  Head 
Sadie  C.  Doyle  M.  A.  Thomas 

Jesse  McDaniel  Matilda  B.  Tyler 

Grace  Tabb  Ella  C.  Warren 

c)  Alice  F.  Gilmore 

Pages 

John  Miller  Alvin  Pallast 

Robert  Lauder 

Reference  Department 

Caroline  Q.  Fullerton,  Head 
Esther  V.  Bakewell  Mary  Brown  Humphrey 

Sam  BermaU;  Page 


a)  Position  filled  by  librarian. 

m  Position  temporarily  filled  by  a  substitute. 

c)  Half  time  in  Circulation  and  Reference  departments. 


a)  Department  organised  in  March. 

hS  Pocntion  temporarily  filled  by  a  substitute. 

c)  Position  unfilled. 


The  Managers  of  the  House  of  the  Good  Samaritan 
beg  your  consideration  of  their  plea  for  a  new  ward  for 
incurable  cases  of  cancer. 

For  building  and  instalment  |40,000  must  be  in  hand, 
and  toward  this  sum  $20,620  is  acknowledged  in  this 
report. 

Since  going  to  the  printer  a  gift  of  |1 0,000  has  caused 
much  rejoicing,  for  it  brings  so  much  the  nearer  the  possi- 
bility of  building. 

Will  not  every  one  who  knows  of  the  prevalence  of 
cancer  and  its  suifering  come  forward  now  and  complete 
this  provision  for  the  poor  whose  need  is  so  pitiful. 

Admission  to  this  hospital  is  absolutely  free. 

Donations,  large  or  small,  may  be  sent  to  Miss  Cathe- 
rine A.  Codman,  35  Brimmer  Street,  or  to  the  Treasurer, 
Mr.  Francis  W.  Hunnewell,  87  Milk  Street. 


tl  S^i*i®^  ^^^  by  librarian. 

ni  l?5**?°  temporarily  fiUed  by  a  substitute. 

c)  Half  time  m  Circulation  and  Reference  departments 


y 


y 


LIBRARY  STAFF-<:ontinucd 

Children's  Department 

Bemice  W.  Bell,  Head 
Laura  M.  Fay  Maud  Sehon 

Ekiward  Hinkel,  Page 

Stations  and  Extension  Department  (a) 

Jennie  O.  Cochran,  Read 

Museum  Attendant 
Susan  B.  Shane 

Brcuich  Libraries 

TT-  1.1     J  T>        u  1  Mary  B.  Pratt,  Branch  Librarian 

Highland  Branch j  ^^J^^^^  g   ^^^^ 

^    ^,     J  T»        i_  J  Hall  Warren,  Acting  Branch  Librarian 

Portland  Branch \    .        ^.,     1       ^* 

I  Anna  Giles  Greenaway 

Crescent  Hill  Branch.,   j  Sallie  T.Berryman,  Branch  Librarian 

I  Ruth  Theobald 

ParUand  Branch j  Jessie  M.  Taylor,  Branch  Librarian 

oil   ii_     Ti    1   T>        u         1  Loraine  Norris,  Branch  Librarian 
Shelby  Park  Branch  ...  j  g^^^  ^^^^ 

I  Minnie    Bearing   Miller,   Branch 
Librarian 
Ada  K.  Sievers 

Thos.  F.  Blue,  Branch  Librarian 
Western  Colored  Branch  \  Rachel  D.  Harris 

Elizabeth  I.  Finney 

Eastern  Colored  Branch    \     \ 

I  c).. 

a)  Department  organised  in  March. 

b)  Position  temporarily  filled  by  a  substitute. 

c)  Position  unfilled. 
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PRESroENT'S  LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 

Louisville,  Ky. 
To  the  General  Council  of  the  City  of  Louisville: 

Gentlemen: 

I  ani  handing  you  herewith  for  your  information  the 
ninth  annual  report  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library. 
It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  increased  usefulness  of  the  library 
during  the  year.  The  circulation  was  776,654  volumes  in  the 
homes  of  our  citizens.  This  is  an  increase  of  71,718  volumes 
over  the  preceding  year. 

The  report  of  the  library  in  1909,  the  year  I  came  into  office, 
shows  that  there  were  five  library  buildmgs  in  the  city  with 
117,471  volumes  on  the  shelves  and  a  circulation  of  564,797 
volumes.  The  present  report  shows  that  there  are  now  nine 
library  buildings  with  163,214  volumes  for  public  use.  The 
Eastern  Colored  Branch,  which  is  the  ninth  building,  is  under 
roof  and  will  probably  be  opened  in  October. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Board  for  the  assistance 

given  during  my  term  of  office.    The  work  accomplished  during 

the  last  year  shows  that  it  was  a  busy  one  for  the  librarian  and 

the  members  of  the  Board,  especially  those  on  the  Building 

Committee. 

Bespectfully  submitted 

W,  0.  Head 

Sept.  10,  1913  President 
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REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITOR 

Louisville,  Ky.,  September  4,  1913. 

Hon.  W.  O,  Head,  Mayor^ 
City  of  Louisville. 

Dear  Sir: 

Agreeable  with  instructions,  our  Mr.  Turner  and  his  assist- 
ants have  made  a  thorough  audit  of  the  books  and  accounts 
of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library. 

The  receipts  and  disbursements  of  cash  for  the  fiscal  year 
(September  1,  1912  to  August  31,  1913)  were  verified  in  every 
possible  manner  and  same  found  correct.  The  cash  balance, 
September  1,  1913  of  $3,712.41,  agrees  with  the  bank  pass  book 
when  the  outstanding  checks  are  taken  into  consideration. 

The  audit  proved  satisfactory  to  us  in  every  way  and  the 
books  are  in  splendid  condition. 

Thanking  you  for  the  confidence,  we  are, 

Respectfully  yours, 

(Signed)  Turner  &  Spencer 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


Louisville,  Ky,  Sept.  1,  1913. 

Hon.  W.  O.  Head,  President  Board  of  Trustees, 
Louisville  Free  Public  Library. 

Dear  Sir: 

As  Treasurer  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library,  we  would 
respectfully  report  the  following  receipts  and  disbursements  for 
the  year  ending  August  31,  1913. 

Receipts  and  disbursements  of  cash.  Sept.  1,  1912  to  Aug.  30, 1913. 

Receipts: 

City  of  Louisville, 

Taxes  of  1902  assessment I  3  30 

1903  '*    19  51 

1904  "    16  20 

1905  "    — 18  21 

1906  *'    47  40 

1907  ''         67  90 

1908  " 130  42 

1909  "    220  81 

1910  "    436  98 

1911  ''         841  79 

1912  '*    5  331  21 

1913  "    56  846  19 

$63  978  92 

Total  rents  collected 17  878  61 

Fines  collected  at  all  libraries 1  870  82 

Reserves  collected  at  all  libraries 11  44 

Collected  for  lost  and  dupli cate  pay  books 530  52 

Collected  for  liKht  furnished 122  16 

Salaries,  refunds  and  errors  returned 79  10 

Expense  and  sundry  receipts _ 47  45 

Furniture  and  fixtures 34  50 

Amount  contributed  for  Eastern  Colored  Branch...  1  000  00 

Bills  payable 20  000  00 

Andrew  Carnegie  for  Branches 35  000  00 

6500000 

Total  receipts 140  553  52 

Balance  on  hand  as  per  last  statement 9  511  51 

$150  065  03 
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Disbursements: 

Books $18  430  08 

Binding 3  212  25 

Rebin^ng 661  30 

$22  203  63 

Expenses 6  201  35 

Salaries 37  871  99 

light,  heat  and  power 6  186  60 

Repairs  and  improvements 4  723  11 

Insurance : 2  983  99 

Interest  on  loans _ 263  99 

Furniture  and  fixtures — 871  21 

Actual  working  disbursements $81  305  77 

Bills  payable 20  000  00 

Construction,  building —  40  046  85 

Paid  for  Eastern  Colored  Branch  Site 5  000  00 

Total  disbursements 146  362  62 

Balance  on  hand  Aug.  30,  1913 $    3  712  41 

Trial  balance  from  the  Treasurer's  books  September  1,  1913, 
shows  the  following  assets  and  liabilities: 

Debits  Credita 

Cash  balance 3  712  41 

Books 149  932  63 

Reserve  for  depreciation 63  290  72 

Real  estate 535  465  52 

Buildings 616  821  15 

Jefferson  Branch,  construction.  20  942  05 
Portland  Branch,  construction.  18  804  80 
Eastern  Colored  Branch,   con- 
struction   6  400  00 

Furniture  and  fixtures 92  116  23 

Statuary 25  000  00 

Pictures 15  000  00 

Cabinets  and  contents 26  000  00 

66  00000 

Mutual    Life     Insurance     Co. 

mortgage 310  000  00 

Andrew  Carnegie,  for — 

JeflFerson 25  088  20 

Portland 23  261  80 

Eastern  Colored 1  650  00 

5000000 

Capital  Account  (Fixed  Invest- 
ments)   1  085  033  81 

Less   working   capital   over- 
drawn.  --  140  74 

1  084  893  07 

1  608  183  79    1  508  183  7» 
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We  have  drawn  from  Mr.  Carnegie  this  year  on  account  of 
the  branch  libraries,  as  follows: 

For  the  Jefferson  Branch 15  088  20 

For  the  Portland  Branch 18  261  80 

For  the  Eastern  Colored  Branch 1  650  00 

Total 35  000  00 

The  Jefferson  Branch  has  been  completed  and  the  Portland 
Branch  is  practically  completed,  while  the  Eastern  Colored 
Branch  is  still  in  process  of  erection. 

The  amount  to  the  credit  of  the  building  accoimt  with  the 
Carnegie  Corporation,  as  of  September  1st,  1913,  is  $16,834.44. 
We  refer  to  and  make  a  part  of  this  report,  the  report  of 
Turner  &  Spencer,  examiners  appointed  by  your  Honor,  showing 
in  detail  all  monies  received  from  September  1,  1912,  to  Aug. 
30,  1913,  and  mark  it  ''A."  It  shows  all  the  assets  and  liabili- 
ties of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library  on  this  date. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
The  Louisville  Trust  Company,  Treasurer 
Louisville  Free  Public  Library, 

By  (Signed)  Angereau  Gray 

Treasurer. 


NMlt  Annwa  Beport 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 

To  THE  Board  of  Trustees  op  the  Louisville  Free  Public 
Library 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  the  ninth 
annual  report  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  August  31,  1913. 

The  year  has  been  a  notable  one  in  many  respects.  The 
library  was  without  a  librarian  until  November,  and  two  de- 
partments were  without  heads  until  December.  One  depart- 
ment was  very  much  disorganized  and  there  was  a  feeling  of  much 
uncertainty  in  all  departments  for  the  first  few  months  of  the 
year.  The  appointment  of  a  librarian  was  made  to  take  effect 
November  15.  Since  then  several  important  changes  have  been 
made  on  the  staff,  in  the  management,  and  a  new  department 
has  been  organized.  Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  librarian 
the  following  appointments  were  made: 

Jennie  M.  Flexner,  who  has  been  connected  with  the  insti- 
tution since  1905,  serving  in  the  Order,  Catalog  and  Circulation 
departments  and  a  graduate  of  Western  Reserve  University 
Library  School,  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Circulation  Depart- 
ment. Bemice  W.  Bell,  connected  with  the  library  since  1907  in 
the  Order  and  Children's  departments  and  a  graduate  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Training  School  for  Children's  Librarians,  was  placed 
in  charge  of  the  Children's  Department,  to  have  general  super- 
vision of  the  children's  work  in  the  branches  and  schools. 
These  departments  have  been  reorganized  and  are  doing  splen- 
did work.  The  Board  in  allowing  the  full  time  of  one  assistant 
to  take  charge  of  a  new  department,  Stations  and  Extension, 
has  done  well  and  the  report  of  the  work  is  sufficient  evidence 
that  it  is  a  step  forward  in  bringing  the  library  closer  to  the  people. 
Jennie  O.  Cochran,  for  eight  years  Librarian  at  the  Portland 
Branch,  was  assigned  to  this  work.  Bertha  Guntermann,  who 
had  been  connected  with  the  Order  and  Accession  Department 
for  six  years,  was  made  Senior  Assistant  in  that  Department, 
the  librarian  performing  the  duties  of  Head  of  the  Department 
as  heretofore. 
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The  chief  event  of  the  year  was  the  transfer,  on  May  13,  of 
the  Polytechnic  Society  property  to  the  Library  Board.  This 
included  the  magnificent  store  building  in  Fourth  Avenue,  valued 
at  $630,000,  together  with  all  books,  statuary,  museum  collec- 
tion, paintings,  etc.  The  rents  from  this  building,  which  is 
occupied  by  a  large  department  store,  will  add  materially  to  the 
revenue  and  will  enable  the  library  to  do  much  additional  work 
which  otherwise  could  not  have  been  accomplished. 

The  opening  of  the  Jeflferson  Branch  library,  the  completion 
of  the  new  Portland  Branch  building,  and  the  drawing  of  plans 
and  the  erection  of  the  Eastern  Colored  Branch  building,  are 
added  items  of  interest  for  the  year,  which  has  been  a  busy  one 
for  the  members  of  the  Library  Board  and  the  librarian. 

The  library  system  consists  of  the  main  library,  seven  branches, 
(with  the  eighth  jinder  construction)  213  class  room  collections 
in  schools  and  37  deposit  stations,  a  total  of  258  centers  for  the 
circulation  of  books  for  home  use. 

Summary  for  the  Year 

Books  accessioned  during  year. __ _ 19, 061 

Books  discarded,  etc.  during  year 6, 866 

Total  books  in  the  libraries 163,214 

Books  cataloged  during  year 16,921 

Total  number  of  catalog  cards  made 286, 178 

Borrowers  registered  during  year _..      9, 387 

Total  borrowers  registered 40,824 

Books  issued 776,664 

Reference  topics  looked  up _    33,583 

Finances.  The  receipts  for  the  year  from  city  taxes  were 
$63,978.92,  from  rents  from  the  Polytechnic  Society  $17,878.61 
and  from  miscellaneous  sources  (including  $1,000  received  from 
citizens  on  the  Eastern  Colored  Branch  site)  $3,695.99,  which 
gives  a  total  of  $85,553.52.  The  amount  spent  for  current 
maintenance  was  $81,041.78,  the  amount  for  interest  $263.99, 
and  for  Eastern  Colored  Branch  site  $5,000.  The  amount  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Carnegie  on  account  of  three  branches  under 
construction  was  $35,000.  There  was  spent  on  JeflFerson 
Branch  $14,842.05,  on  Portland  Branch  $18,804.80,  on  Eastern 
Colored  Branch  $6,400.  These  amounts  show  a  total  expendi- 
ture for  all  purposes  of  $126,352.62. 
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Buildings.  The  Jefferson  Branch  Library  building  was 
opened  with  appropriate  exercises  on  March  6.  The  library  was 
open  for  inspection  on  March  7,  8  and  9  and  opened  for  cir- 
culation on  March  10.  This  is  a  new  branch,  well  located  and 
doing  splendid  work.  The  Portland  Branch  building  is  ready 
and  will  be  occupied  as  soon  as  the  furniture  is  installed.  The 
delay  in  the  delivery  of  the  furniture  has  been  occasioned  by  a 
strike  of  wood  workers  in  the  factory  which  has  the  contract. 
This  is  a  new  building  erected  on  a  new  site  for  a  branch  hereto- 
fore conducted  in  rented  quarters.  The  Eastern  Colored  Branch 
building  is  under  roof  and  will  be  occupied  before  the  end  of  the 
calendar  year.  This  is  a  new  branch  library  splendidly  located 
in  the  center  of  the  eastern  colored  population.  The  lot  for 
this  building  cost  $5,000,  of  which  amount  $1,000  was  paid  by 
the  colored  citizens  with  the  assistance  of  their  white  friends. 

Many  improvements  and  repairs  have  been  made  during  the 
year  at  the  main  library  and  branches.  The  skylight  over  the 
Delivery  Room  at  the  main  building  was  strengthened  by  adding 
a  bridge  beam.  The  glass  was  removed  and  lighter  glass  in- 
serted. The  Building  Committee  has  under  consideration  the 
librarian's  and  architect's  recommendation  to  raise  the  skylight, 
build  up  the  walls  of  this  room,  add  windows  for  ventilation  and 
turn  what  is  now  an  attic  without  ventilation  and  useless  into 
a  well  equipped  room  for  art  exhibits  and  the  like.  This  com- 
mittee has  also  under  consideration  the  librarian's  plan  to  en- 
large the  Museum  quarters  in  the  basement  by  taking  in  the 
present  Newspaper  Room.  The  Art  Room  and  Poljrtechnic 
Society  Room,  on  the  second  floor,  are  to  be  arranged  into  a 
Newspaper  Room  and  class  rooms.  The  suggestion  of  the  ar- 
chitect to  change  all  toilets  at  the  main  building  is  also  under 
consideration  by  the  Building  Committee.  Repairs  and  improve- 
ments have  been  made  at  the  Colored,  Highland  and  Parkland 
branches.  Concrete  walks  have  been  placed  aroimd  the  walls 
at  Highland  and  Parkland,  and  iron  and  glass  covers  have  been 
placed  over  the  areas  at  Parkland  for  protection  of  the  founda- 
tions and  walls  and  to  prevent  dampness  in  the  basement  rooms. 
The  interior  walls  and  ceilings  at  Colored,  Highland,  Parkland 
and  Crescent  Hill  branches  have  been  redecorated,  and  the  wood 
work  of  the  windows  and  doors  has  been  repainted.  These  build- 
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ings  look  like  new  and  in  all  respects  are  in  as  good  repair  as  the 
day  they  were  opened. 

The  librarian  has  recommended  that  a  Mmiicipal  Reference 
Room  be  placed  at  the  City  Hall,  or  that  a  Civics  Room  be  opened 
at  the  main  building  in  connection  with  the  new  Newspaper 
Room.  This  has  been  acted  upon  favorably  by  the  committee 
appointed  for  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  will  be  included 
by  the  Board  in  the  budget  for  1913-14. 

Sta£f .  Several  changes  were  made  on  the  staff  during  the 
year  in  addition  to  those  already  mentioned.  Annie  V.  Pollard, 
who  had  been  Assistant  Librarian  since  the  opening  of  the  li- 
brary, and  Acting  Librarian  from  April  to  November  resigned 
in  the  last  named  month  to  make  her  home  in  Southern  Califor- 
nia. Adelaide  F.  Evans  resigned  the  position  as  Acting  Head 
of  the  Catalog  Department  in  August  to  become  Head  Cataloger 
in  the  Newark  library.  Miss  Evans  was  connected  with  the 
library  from  February  1912  to  August  1913,  during  the  absence 
of  a  member  of  the  staff  at  Library  School.  Anna  F.  Hubbuch, 
who  had  been  Librarian's  Secretary  from  October  1907  to  March 
1913  resigned  to  be  married.  In  the  death  of  Kanna  Davidson, 
who  had  been  an  assistant  at  the  Portland  Branch  since  1905,  the 
staff  lost  a  popular  member  and  the  library  a  conscientious  and 
hardworking  assistant. 

May  Wood  Wigginton,  who  had  been  chosen  Head  of  the  Cata- 
log Department  and  granted  a  leave  of  absence  to  take  a  special 
course  at  the  New  York  State  Library  School,  returned  July  1 
and  took  up  the  work  of  the  department.  Carolyn  E.  Adelberg 
was  appointed  Librarian's  Secretary  to  succeed  Miss  Hubbuch. 
Minnie  Dearing  Miller  was  transferred  from  the  Circulation 
Department  to  the  branch  librarianship  of  Jefferson  Branch  and 
Maud  Sehon  was  transferred  from  the  Highland  Branch  to  the 
Children's  Room  at  the  main  library.  Other  appointments  on 
the  staff  were  Mary  Mullins  as  assistant  in  the  Order  and  Acces- 
sion Department,  Ruth  Fisher  as  assistant  in  the  Circulation 
Department,  Alice  F.  Gilmore  as  assistant  giving  half  time 
each  in  the  Circulation  and  Reference  departments,  Laura 
M.  Fay  as  assistant  in  the  Children's  Department,  Elizabeth 
S.  Woodson  as  assistant  at  the  Highland  Branch,  Anna  Giles 
Greenaway  as  assistant  at  Portland  Branch,  Sarah  Dreher  as 
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assistant  at  Shelby  Park  Branch,  and  Ada  K.  Sievers  as  assistant 
at  Jefferson  Branch.  The  transfer  of  Miss  Schon  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  Miss  Fay  were  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
Rudolph  Gunter  and  Mary  B.  Gates.  The  vacancy  at  Portland 
Branch  caused  by  the  transfer  of  Miss  Cochran  and  the  death 
of  Miss  Davidson  has  been  temporarily  filled  by  Hall  Warren 
from  the  Parkland  Branch. 

The  training  class  of  11  members  completed  the  library 
course  in  March  and  five  members  of  the  class  have  been  ap^ 
pointed  to  positions  on  the  staff.  The  annual  examination  for 
admission  to  the  class  which  will  begin  September  15  was 
held  June  19  and  was  taken  by  20  persons.  Of  these  5  are 
preparing  for  positions  in  the  Colored  branches  by  actual 
work  in  the  Colored  Branch  under  the  direction  of  the  Heads  of 
Departments  and  the  Colored  Branch  Librarian. 

The  librarian  attended  two  meetings  of  the  Kentucky  Library 
Commission  at  Frankfort  as  a  member  of  the  Commission  and 
with  seven  members  of  the  staff  attended  the  meeting  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  at  the  Catskill  Mountains  Jime  23-28. 

Order  and  Accession  Department.  This  has  been  a 
busy  year  in  this  department.  In  addition  to  the  usual  work 
and  regular  piu*chases,  two  new  branch  libraries  have  been  stocked 
with  books.  There  were  19,061  volumes  and  6,769  pamphlets 
added  to  the  main  library  and  branches  during  the  year.  Volumes 
to  the  amoimt  of  6,866  have  been  discarded  leaving  a  total  of 
163,214  volumes  on  the  shelves  for  circulation. 

VOLUMES  IN  THE  LIBRARIES  1912-1913 


Maia 


Western  'High- 
Colored      Iftnd 


Port- 
land 


Cre»- 

oeat 
Hill 


Park- 
land 


Shelby 
Fkrk 


Jeffer- 
son 


Cokced 


Total 


Last  report 
Added '12-13 


Discarded 
'12-' 13 

Now    in    li- 
braries 


112,009 
8,269 


120,278|10,394 
4, 3931   760 


115,885 


9,488 
906 


9,634 


7,706 
899 


8,605 
430 

8,176 


7,693 
1,409 


9,102 
478 

8,624 


5,092 
885 


5,977 
166 

5,811 


5,023 
1,013 


6,036 
403 

5,633 


4,008 
1,350 


5,358 
229 

5,129 


2,680 


2,680 
7 

2.673 


1,650 


1,650 


1,650 


151, 019 
19,061 


170,060 
6,866 

163, 214 
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VOLUMES  IN  THE  LIBRARIES  1905-1913 


Year 


Volumes 


1905 


1906 


1907 


70, 36983, 21492, 544 105, 399 117, 471 


1908 


1909 


1910 


128,325 


1911 


138,667 


1912 


1913 


151,019163,214 


Book  Account.  The  expenditures  under  the  book  account 
for  the  year  amounted  to  S22,203.63.  They  were  divided  as 
follows.  How  the  amounts  were  distributed  among  the  various 
libraries  is  shown  on  page  15. 

BOOK  ACCOUNT  1912-1913 


Number 
Cost 


Volumes 


16,058 
$16, 329  78 


Pamph- 
lets 


556 


Binding 


529 


*$51  751562  30 


Rebinding 


7,992 
13, 212  65 


PeriodioUs 


824 
$2, 047  15 


ToUl 


$22,203  63 


^Includes  cost  of  unbound  numbers  of  magazines  and  pictures. 

Other  Expenditures.  Expense  $6,201.35,  light,  heat  and 
power  $6,186.50,  furniture  and  fixtures  $871.21,  repairs  and 
improvements  $4,723.11,  pay  roll,  librarian  and  assistants 
$31,732.94,  janitors  and  other  labor  $6,139.05,  insurance  $2,983.99. 
How  the  amounts  were  divided  among  the  various  libraries  is 
shown  on  page  15. 

Gifts.  Acknowledgment  is  made  of  all  gifts  received. 
Special  mention  is  made  here  of  the  Louisville  papers  received, 
Anzeiger,  Courier-Journal,  Daily  Record,  Evening  Post,  Herald 
and  Times. 


VoluxnoB 

Pamphlets 

Magasinea 

C^>ntinuanceB 

Miaoellaneoas 

1.463 

6,213 

978 

286 

25 

The  most  noteworthy  gifts  are  as  follows:  The  Louisville 
Literature  Club  presented  a  bronze  bust  of  Madison  Cawein, 
the  Courier-Journal  and  Times  Company  a  statue  of  George 
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D.  Prentice  and  an  extensive  file  of  bound  volumes  of  back 
numbers  of  the  Courier,  Journal,  Courier-Journal,  Times,  etc., 
the  Jefferson  Branch  Library  Site  Committee  a  piano  for  the 
Jefferson  Branch  and  a  series  of  framed  pictures  for  the  walls 
of  that  branch. 

Binding  and  Mending.  To  illustrate  the  large  amount  of 
mechanical  work  necessary  in  adding  books  to  the  library,  pre- 
paring them  for  circulation  and  keeping  them  in  proper  con- 
dition for  use  by  the  public  the  following  few  items  are  given: 

Volumes 

Perforated 20,080 

Gift  plates  inserted 1,124 

Book  plates  inserted 27,S31 

Date  slips  and  pockets  inserted 30,277 

Books  mended 17,867 

Pages  cut,  stamped,  etc 3,909 

Magazines  and  pamphlets  covered 2, 119 

Title  pages  typewritten 303 

Binding  ordered.. 636 

Rebinding  ordered 8.670 

Order  cards  collated 27,435 

Catalog  Department.  The  work  of  this  department  for 
the  year  has  been  up  to  standard.  There  were  16,921  volumes 
cataloged  which  is  1,014  less  than  last  year.  The  head  of  the 
department  in  addition  to  cataloging  conducted  the  apprentice 
class  and  since  December  did  the  work  of  classifier.  One  member 
of  ihe  department  was  on  leave  of  absence  during  the  whole  year 
attending  school.  The  transfer  of  some  mechanical  work  on 
books  from  this  department  to  the  Order  Department  will  lessen 
the  delay  in  getting  out  new  books  and  will  enable  the  depart- 
ment to  do  more  cataloging.  The  work  for  the  past  year  is  as 
follows: 

1912-13  Total 

Total  volumes  cataloged 16,  921  164, 627  (a) 

Volumes  cataloged  for  Main 7,978  111,789 

Volumes  cataloged  for  Branches  ..  8,943                     52,838 

Shelf  list  cards  made 8,981                       84,953 

Catalog  cards  made 36, 662  286, 178 

Branch  officials  made 3, 116                       4, 218 

Cards  filed  in  L.  C.  Deposit  catalog  44, 401  555, 379 

Duplicate  pay  collection 252                          583 

Pamphlets 770(b)                   8,507 

Pictures 1,092 

a)  Including  volumes  which  have  been  discarded. 

b)  Not  including  3,816  government  pamphlets. 
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Circulation  Department.  This  department  was  reorgan- 
ized in  .December  and  a  new  head  appointed.  The  work  shows 
a  steady  improvement  by  its  reports.  Registration  has  midti- 
plied  and  the  circulation  has  increased  to  a  marked  degree. 

Registration.  By  increased  registration,  increased  circu- 
lation is  assured.  During  the  year  there  were  added  9,387 
borrowers.  Of  these  7,531  were  new  registrations  and  1,866 
were  re-registrations.  The  increase  in  registration  was  1,406 
borrowers.    The  number  of  cards  now  in  force  is  40,824. 

Circulation.  The  circulation  of  books  for  home  use  is  one 
way  to  show  the  work  of  the  library  in  the  community.  Books 
have  been  issued  from  the  main  library,  seven  branches,  213 
class  room  collections,  a  total  of  258  centers.  Through  these 
agencies  776,654  volumes  were  circulated.  This  is  an  increase 
of  71,718  volumes  over  last  year.  The  grand  total  of  circula- 
tion since  1905  is  4,524,923.  This  statement  of  circulation  does 
not  include  the  thousands  of  volumes  that  are  taken  from  the 
shelves  and  read  at  the  reading  tables  in  the  libraries. 

Special  vacation  privileges  for  smnmer  readers,  the  use  of 
the  telephone  in  renewing  and  reserving  books,  the  use  of  the 
telephone  by  the  branches  in  circulating  main  library  books 
through  the  branches  and  the  extension  of  library  privileges 
beginning  September  1  will  increase  the  circulation  of  books 
next  year  and  promote  the  usefulness  of  the  library. 


Year 


1905 


1900 


1907 


1908 


1909 


1910 


1911 


1912 


1913 


Vols, 


69,705 


320, 849i387, 788447, 195564, 797600, 159<652, 840704, 936776, 654 
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Circulation  Arranged  by  Libraries  Voiamea 

Library  laaued 

Main  Library 

Open  Shelf  Room 172,356 

Stack  Room 32, 162 

Reference  Room 3,119 

Order  Department 1,620 

Catalog  Department 1.039    210, 196 

Children's  Room 59,990 

Stations  (white) 114,806    174,796 

Colored  Branch 29,458 

Stations  (colored) 42,764     72,222 

Crescent  Hill  Branch 58,390 

Highland  Branch 54.899 

Parkland  Branch 53,629 

Portland  Branch _ ^ 65,907 

Shelby  Park  Branch 56,419 

Jefferson  Branch 30,196 

Total - 776,654 

Summary 

Main 27^186 

Branches 348,898 

Stations 157,570 

Total 776,654 

Stations  and  Extension  Department.  The  work  of 
this  department  is  to  go  out  to  reach  readers  who  fail  to  come  to 
the  library.  Through  this  department  the  library  is  reaching  out 
to  extend  its  usefulness.  New  stations  were  established  in  de- 
partment stores,  factories,  manufacturing  plants  and  the  like 
where  a  sufficient  number  of  people  could  be  served  to  make  it 
worth  while.  The  report  shows  37  deposit  stations  and  the 
circulation  of  books  for  the  year  amounting  to  35,147  volumes. 
This  is  an  increase  of  12  stations  and  of  20,931  volumes  over 
last  year.  This  increase  appears  since  the  organization  of  the 
department  in  March. 

Reference  Department.  The  records  of  the  Reference  De- 
partment show  that  the  library  is  used  by  the  public  as  never 
before  in  seeking  information.  The  report  shows  that  20,268 
questions  and  topics  were  looked  up  at  main  and  13,315  at  the 
branches,  making  a  total  of  33,583  for  the  year.  This  is  an 
increase  of  5,069  over  last  year.    There  were  149  bibliographies 
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and  reading  lists  compiled  which  is  27  more  than  last  year.  The 
nimiber  of  volimies  and  magazines  loaned  from  the  department 
for  home  use  amoimted  to  3,119  a»ad  64  pictures.  There  were 
20  volumes  borrowed  from  the  Library  of  Congress  and  from  the 
Library  of  the  Surgeon  General's  OflSce.  In  the  library  scrap 
book  503  separate  items  were  entered.  There  were  adde^  to 
the  department  998  volumes  making  a  total  of  22,125  in  the 
reference  collection.  Assistance  was  given  to  libraries  and  in- 
dividuals in  various  parts  of  the  State.  There  were  228  questions 
looked  up  for  non-residents  and  194  volumes  and  magazines 
sent  out  of  the  city  for  this  work. 

Children's  Department.  This  department  was  reorganized 
and  a  new  head  appointed  in  December.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  carefully  conducted  departments  in  the  library.  The  head 
of  the  department  has  general  supervision  of  the  work  with 
children  at  main,  at  the  branches  and  at  the  schools.  The  work 
with  the  schools  will  be  taken  up  at  the  beginning  of  the  school 
year  and  the  story  hour  will  be  revived  at  all  the  libraries.  The 
circulation  with  children  for  the  year  was  328,401  volumes. 
This  is  an  increase  of  33,999  volumes  over  last  year,  when  the 
circulation  showed  a  decrease  of  3,247  volumes.  The  circula- 
tion is  divided  at  the  main  library  and  branches  as  follows: 

Volumes  Drawn  Children 

1913  1013         Registered 

Main  Library 67,020  69,090  11,307 

Colored  Branch 17,612  16,121  1,480 

Highland  Branch 17,724  19,431  1,381 

Crescent  Hill  Branch 14, 719  18, 626  848 

Parkland  Branch 14,702  20,800  1,064 

Portland  Branch 21,546  23,247  1,892 

Shelby  Park  Branch 26,745  26,484  1,761 

Jefferson  Branch 14,348  960 

Class  room  collections  and  sta- 
tions  - 125,434  130, 364(a) 

Total 294,402     328,401         20,693 

a)  White  (164  collections  and  35  stations) 88,741 

Colored  (49  collections  and  2  stations) 41, 613 

Branches.  The  library  system  now  consists  of  seven 
branches  with  the  eighth  under  construction  to  be  occupied 
within  a  short  time.  The  branches  contain  47,329  volumes  of 
which  10,792  volumes  were  added  during  the  year.    The  total 
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circulation  from  the  branches  was  348,898  volumes,  which  is 
an  increase  of  44,391  volumes  over  last  year. 

The  new  Jefferson  Branch  was  opened  on  March  10  and  the 
circulation  shows  that  no  mistake  was  made  in  establishing  it,  and 
that  the  location  is  a  good  one. 

The  new  Portland  Branch  building  is  complete  and  ready 
for  the  books  to  be  moved  from  the  rented  quarters  as  soon  as 
the  furniture  is  installed.  The  circulation  in  the  rented  quarters 
shows  a  decrease,  but  this  was  expected  when  the  Jefferson  Branch 
was  opened.  When  the  branch  gets  into  its  new  building  and 
has  additional  territory  to  draw  from,  the  circulation  will  be 
equal  to  any  record  made  in  the  past. 

The  building  for  the  Eastern  Colored  Branch  library  will  be  the 
best  arranged  in  the  city  for  library  and  social  center  uses.  The 
policy  of  the  Building  Committee,  adopted  when  the  plans  for 
the  Jefferson  Branch  building  were  revised,  to  construct  branch 
buildings  for  both  library  and  social  center  uses,  not  to  interfere 
with  real  library  work,  has  been  fully  carried  out  here  and  in 
the  Portland  Branch  building. 

Louisville  long  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  having  the  only 
Colored  Public  Library  building  in  the  country.  It  will  at  the 
completion  of  the  new  building  enjoy  the  distinction  of  having 
two  such  buildings.  Separate  buildings  for  colored  readers 
have  proven  to  be  so  successful  that  the  Library  Board  feels 
that  a  proper  solution  of  this  problem,  so  important  in  the  south, 
has  been  achieved. 

The  different  sections  of  the  city  are  now  well  taken  care  of 
with  the  exception  of  Butchertown  and  South  Louisville.  Sta- 
tions are  to  be  placed  in  these  centers,  which  may  grow  into 
branch  libraries  later. 

Btisiness  Methods  in  the  Library.  The  library  as  an 
educational  institution  and  as  part  of  the  educational  system  of 
the  city  has  been  reorganized  along  business  lines  for  more  effi- 
cient service.  The  ideal  of  intellectual  improvement  and  social 
betterment  of  the  people  has  been  in  mind  in  all  that  has  been 
done.  The  policy  has  been  to  meet  the  demand  for  books  and 
to  please  the  public  as  far  as  possible,  and  to  maintain  the  high 
library  standard.    Business  methods  have  been  used  to  reach 
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the  public  and  to  increase  registration  and  circulation.  By  the 
use  of  the  daily  press,  multigraph  circulars,  printed  lists  and  the 
like,  this  has  been  accomplished.  There  were  85  different  lists, 
circulars  and  letters  prin^d  on  the  multigraph  and  dupli- 
cated to  the  amount  of  21,855  copies.  There  were  6  publi- 
cations issued  through  the  printing  offices  and  duplicated 
to  the  amount  of  45,500  copies.  Some  of  the  more  important 
publications  were:  "Some  Books  on  Child  Welfare"  issued  to 
be  distributed  at  the  Child  Welfare  Exhibit;  "Gardens  and 
Gardening"  issued  in  connection  with  the  Louisville  Garden 
League;  "Books  for  Boys  and  Girls"  issued  for  distribution  at 
the  Kentucky  Educational  Association  meeting;  "Books  and 
Magazine  Articles  on  Oliver  Hazard  Perry  and  the  Battle  of 
Lake  Erie"  issued  in  connection  with  the  Perry  Centennial 
Celebration  in  Louisville  and  a  series  of  six  lists  on  "Books  on 
Business."  In  addition  to  these  the  weekly  list  was  issued 
throughout  the  year  and  many  lists  were  prepared  for  classes, 
clubs  and  individuals. 

An  automobile  arranged  for  regular  use  and  for  delivery 
purposes  was  purchased  for  the  library  in  April.  With  this 
machine  the  branch  libraries  and  stations  are  visited  by  the 
librarian  frequently  and  daily  deliveries  are  made  if  necessary. 
The  policy  of  using  the  main  library  collection  of  books  at  the 
branches  by  use  of  the  telephone  has  been  made  popular  with 
this  machine.  Books  telephoned  for  by  the  branches  are  delivered 
the  same  day  if  necessary  or  within  twenty-four  hours. 

Electric  fans  have  been  installed  in  all  public  departments 
at  the  main  Ubrary.  The  increase  in  attendance  and  circulation 
during  the  hot  months  has  been  marked  owing  to  this  improve- 
ment. 

Duplicate  Pay  Collection.  This  collection  at  the  main 
library  continues  to  be  a  popular  section  of  the  Open  Shelf 
Room.  It  contains  418  volumes,  of  which  252  volumes  have  been 
added  during  the  year.  The  circulation  was  8,279  volumes  and  the 
receipts  were  $460.03.  Some  objections  are  made  to  a  pay 
collection  in  a  public  library,  but  volumes  placed  in  this  collection 
are  duplicated  to  the  same  nimiber  or  greater  number  in  the 
main  library  and  branches. 
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Meetings  in  the  Librcury.  The  auditoriums  and  class 
rooms  of  the  libraries  are  open  to  all  meetings  which  are  non- 
political  and  non-sectarian,  and  which  have  literary  tendencies. 
There  were  232  meetings  held  last  year  at  the  main  library 
and  505  at  the  branches  making  a  total  of  737  meetings. 

Museum.  The  library  has  a  fine  museum  collection  which 
came  to  it  through  the  Poljrtechnic  Society.  The  number  of 
visitors  during  the  year  was  25,765.  This  is  an  increase  of  4,085 
over  last  year. 

Art  Exhibits.  There  were  four  art  exhibits  held  in  the 
Art  Rooms  during  the  year.  Three  of  these  were  given  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Louisville  Art  Association  and  one  by  the 
Louisville  Artists'  League. 

The  splendid  showing  made  this  year  is  wonderful  considering 
the  disorganized  staff  at  the  time  the  Ubrarian  was  appointed. 
It  is  gratifying  and  shows  that  the  library  is  accomplishing  its  pur- 
pose. Not  enough  can  be  said  of  the  spirit  shown  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  staff  in  their  hearty  co-ox>eration  and  their  endeavors 
to  meet  the  librarian  in  carrying  out  his  policy  that  the  library 
is  for  the  x>eople  and  the  staff  is  employed  to  serve  the  people 

The  Ubrarian  desires  to  express  due  appreciation  for  the 
pleasant  relations  with  and  the  encouragement  given  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 

Respectfully  submitted 

George  T.  Settle 

Librarian 
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THE  LIBRARIES 

Locat&mi  and  Hours 


MAIN  LIBRARY 

Fourth  and  Library  Place 

Opened  in  temporary  quarters  4  May  1905 

Carw^e  building  opened  24  July  1906 

Hours:  9  a.  m.  to  9'.90  p.  m.  week  da^,  2  to  9:30  p.  m. 

Sundays  and  Legal  Holidays 

HIGHLAND  BRANCH 

Hiffhland  Avenue  and  Cherokee  Road 

OpenecT  in  temporary  quarters  7  January  1905 

Carnegie  building  opened  8  February  1908 

Hours:  2  to 9  p.  m.  ireek  days,  2  to  6  p.  m.  Sundays, 

2  to  9  p.  m.  Legal  Holidays 

PORTUNO  BRANCH 

Western  Parkway,  Portland  Ai^nue  and  Thirty-third  Street 

Opened  in  temporary  quarters  18  December  1905 

Carnegie  building  opened  24  October  1913 

Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  daily,  including  Sundays  and  Legal  Holidays 

CRESCENT  HILL  BRANCH 

Frankfort  and  Birchwood  Avenues 

Opened  in  Carneipe  building  29  September  1908 

Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  daily,  including  Sundays  and  Legal  Holidays 

PARKLAND  BRANCH 

Virginia  Avwnie  and  Twenty-eighth  Street 

Opened  in  Carnegie  buiWng  15  Ootober  1908 

Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  daily,  including  Sundays  and  Legal  Holidays 

SHELBY  PARK  BRANCH 

Hancock  and  Oak  Streets 

Opened  in  Carnegie  building  27  March  1911 

Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  daily,  including  Sundays  and  Legal  Holidays 

JEFFERSON  BRANCH 

Jefferson  Street  between  Seventeenth  and  Eighteenth 

Opened  in  Carnegie  building  10  March  1913 

Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  daily,  including  Sundays  and  Legal  Holidays 

WESTERN  COLORED  BRANCH 

Tenth  and  Chestnut  Streets 

Opened  in  tmnporary  quarters  23  September  1905 

Carnegie  building  opened  29  Ootober  1906 

Hours:  10  a.  m.  to  9  p.  m.  week  days,  2  to  9  p.  m. 

Sundays    and    Legal    Holidays 

EASTERN  COLORED  BRANCH 

Hancock  and  Lampion  Streets 

Opened  in  Carnegie  building  28  January  1914 

Hours:  2  to  9  p.  m.  daily,  including  Sundays  and  Legal  Holidasrs 

The  libraries  are  open  on  all  legal  holidays,  except  Christmas,  for 
circulation  of  books,  reading  and  reference  and  other  library  workj  nMun 
library  from  2  to  9:30  p.  m.  and  the  branohes  from  2  to  9  p.  m.  Sunday 
opening  at  all  libraries  is  for  reading  and  reference  only  and  not  for  the 
circulation  of  booln.    The  libraries  are  closed  on  Christmafl  day. 
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LIBRARY  STAFF 

George  T.  Settle,  Ldbrarian 

Carolyn  E.  Adelberg,  lAhrarian's  Secretary 

Bertha  L.  Guntermann,  Senior  Assistant  Order  Department 

Clara  L.  Behrens  Mary  J.  Bums  Minnie  Lunn 

Josie.  McCormack  a)  Mary  R.  Mullins 

May  Wood  Wigginton,  Head  Catalog  Department 

Anna  Coldewey  Ekina  Grauman  Mignon  Key 

Marguerite  Seeley  Esther  Spohn  Maude  Tracy 

Francis  C.  Montfort,  page 

Jennie  M.  Flexner,  Head  CirctUaiion  Department 

Mary  G.  English  Pearl  Hinesley  Marie  E.  Maloney 

a)  Grace  Tabb  Mary  A.  Thomas  Matilda  B.  Tyler 

Ella  C.  Warren  Hall  Wanen 

Robert  Beierlein,  page  Clarence  B.  Storey,  page 

Charles  Kaelin,  page 

Caroline  Q.  Fullerton,  Head  Reference  Department 

Cora  M.  Beatty  Mary  Brown  Humphrey 

Alice  F.  Gilmore  Esther  Bakewell  Williams 

Susan  B.  Shane,  Mttseum  Attendant 
Chester  Reans,  page  Sterling  Thompson,  page 

Bemice  W.  Bell,  Head  Children's  Department 

Laura  M.  Fay  Maude  M.  Sehon 

Alex.  Cohen,  page 

Jennie  O.  Cochran,  Head  Stations  and  Extension  Department 


Highland  Branch  Mary  B.  Pratt,  Librarian 

Elizabeth  S.  Woodson 

Portland  Branch  Ada  K.  Sievers,  Librarian 

Anna  Giles  Greenaway 

Crescent  Hill  Branch  Sallie  T.  Berryman,  Librarian 

Ruth  Theobald 

Parkland  Branch  Jessie  M.  Taylor,  Librarian 

Geneva  Netherton 

Shelby  Park  Branch  Loraine  Norris,  Librarian 

Sarah  A.  Dreher 

Jefferson  Branch  Minnie  Dearing  Miller,  Librarian 

Aima  G.  St.  Clair 

Colored  Branches,  Thos.  F.  Blue,  Librarian 

Western  Colored  Elisabeth  I.  Finney 

Jane  J.  Simpson 

Eastern  Colored  Rachel  D.  Harris 

Lillie  S.  Edwards 

a)  On  leare  of  absence  and  position  temporarily  filled  by  a  substitute. 
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PRESIDENT'S  LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 


Louisville,  Ky.,  September  21,  1914. 

To  THE  General  Council  op  the  City  of  Louisville 

Gentlemen: 

I  am  hereby  transmitting  for  your  consideration  and  informa- 
tion the  annual  report  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library. 

It  is  pleasing  to  learn  and  know  that  the  community  is  taking 
advantage  of  these  storehouses  of  knowledge  and  may  the  circu- 
lation of  the  libraries  grow  each  year. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Board  for  their  assist- 
ance and  efforts. 

Respectfully  submitted 

(Signed)  John  H.  Buschemeyer 

PresiderU 
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REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITOR 

Sept.  4,  1014. 

Hon.  John  H.  Buschemeyer,  Mayor 
City  of  Louisville, 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Dear  Sir: 

Pursuant  with  your  instructions,  we  have  made  a  thorough 
and  comprehensive  audit  of  the  books  and  affairs  of  the  LooisriUe 
Free  Public  Library. 

The  receipts  and  disbursements  of  cash  were  thoroughly 
audited  and  found  correct.  The  cash  balance  of  $397.22  agrees 
with  the  bank  pass  book,  when  considering  the  checks  not  pre- 
sented to  the  bank  for  payment  at  September  1,  1914. 

The  audit  proved  satisfactory  to  us  in  every  way  and  the  books 
are  in  very  good  condition. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
(Signed)  Turner  A  Spencer 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


Louisville,  Ky.,  Sept.  5,  |1914. 

Hon.  John  H.  Buschemeyer,  President  Board  of  Trustees 
Louisville  Free  Public  Library 

Dear  Sir: 

As  Treasurer  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library,  we  would 
respectfully  report  the  following  receipts  and  disbursements  for 
the  year  ending  August  31,  1914. 

Receipts  and  disbursements  of  cash,  September  1,  1913,  to 
August  31,  1914. 

Receipts: 

City  of  Louisville, 

Taxes  of  1902  assessment _ $  1  78 

1903  ••          7  77 

1904  ••          _ 12  33 

1905  7  78 

1906  18  48 

1907 41  28 

1908  96  16 

1909  •• 135  21 

1910  - 380  98 

1911  ••  698  98 

1912  • 927  10 

1913  5  794  78 

1914  55  265  69 


Total  rents  collected 

Fines  collected  at  all  libraries _ 

Reserves  collected  at  all  libraries 

Collected  for  lost  books _._ 

Collected  for  light  furnished 

Salaries,  refunds  and  errors  returned 

Expense  and  sundry  receipts 

Insurance 

Bills  payable 

Andrew  Carnegie  for  branches _ 

Total  receipts 

Balance  on  hand,  per  last  statement. 


$63  288  32 

36,059  70 

2046  88 

11  43 

547  68 

126  26 

51  21 

85  21 

10 

20  000  00 

16  834  44 

$139  051  23 

3  712  41 

$142  763  64 
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Brought  Forward $142  763  64 

Disbursements: 

Books $16  033  45 

Bindim; 744  15 

RebinSng _ 3  531  15 

$19  306  76 

ExpenseB 6  300  51 

SiOaries 43  508  66 

Light,  Heat,  and  Power 7  556  51 

Repairs  and  improvements _  6  864  98 

Insurance 1  216  96 

Intiereet  on  loans 15  770  82 

Furniture  and  fixtures 1  533  82 

Actual  working  disbursements $101  049  90 

Bills  payable $20  000  00 

Construction — Building : 

Jefferson  Branch - 1  762  01 

Portland  Branch 5  430  20 

Eastern  Colored  Branch 14  124  31 

41  316  52 

Total  disbursements 142  366  42 

Balance  on  hand  August  31,  1914 $397  22 

Trial  balance  from  the  Treasurer's  books  September  1,  1914, 
shows  the  following  assets  and  liabilities: 

Cash  balance $397  22 

City  of  Louisville  taxes $63  288  32 

Rents 36  069  70 

Salaries---- 43  467  35 

Expense.- 4  156  99 

Light,  heat,  and  power - 7  429  25 

InteraBt - 15  770  82 

Repairs  and  improvements 6  854  98 

Insurance 1  216  85 

Binding 4  276  30 

Books 164  418  40 

Reserve  for  depreciation 63  290  72 

Real  estate 535  455  52 

Buildings 683  284  52 

Furniture  and  fixtures _ 93  649  05 

Cabinets  and  contents 26  000  00 

Pictures 15  000  00 

Statuary 25  000  00 

Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.  of  New  York 310  000  00 

Capital  Account: 

F«ed  Investments 1  151  868  25 

Working  Capital 140  74 

$1  624  506  99  $1  624  506  99 
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We  have  drawn  from  Mr.  Carnegie  this  year  on  account  of 
branch  libraries,  as  follows: 

For  the  Eastern  Colored  Branch $13  834  44 

For  the  Portland  Branch 1  600  00 

For  the  JeflFerson  Branch 1  600  00 

Total $16  834  44 


The  branch  libraries  have  now  been  completed  and  proper 
entries  have  been  made  closing  all  the  building  accounts  into 
permanent  shape. 

We  refer  to  and  make  a  part  of  this  report  the  report  of  Turner 

&,  Spencer,  examiners  appointed  by  your  Honor,  showing  in 

detail  all  monies  received  and  disbursed  from  September  1,  1913, 

to  August  31,  1914,  and  mark  it  "Exhibit  A."     It  shows  all  the 

assets  and  liabilities  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library  on 

September  1,  1914. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Louisville  Trust  Company,  Treasurer 
Louisville  Free  Public  Library 

By  (Signed)  Angereau  Gray 
Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 

To  THE  Board  op  Trustees  of  the  Loxhsville  Free  Public 
Library 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  tenth  annual 
report  of  the  work  of  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  August  31,  1914. 

The  library  system  consists  of  the  main  library,  eight  branches, 
213  class  room  collections  in  35  school  buildings  and  54  deposit 
stations,  a  total  of  276  centers  for  the  circulation  of  books.  The 
total  circulation  of  books  for  home  use  through  these  centers  was 
945,966  volumes.  This  was  an  increase  of  169,312  volumes 
over  last  fiscal  year.  This  statement  of  circulation  does  not 
include  the  thousands  of  volumes  which  were  taken  from  the 
shelves  and  read  at  the  reading  tables  in  the  Ubraries. 

The  reference  work  shows  that  36,621  questions  were  asked 
and  topics  looked  up  at  the  main  library  and  branches.  This  is 
an  increase  of  3,038  over  last  fiscal  year. 

The  chief  items  of  interest  for  the  year  were  the  completion 
of  the  new  Portland  and  Eastern  Colored  Branch  building?,  the 
opening  of  the  Eastern  Colored  Branch  Library  and  the  Newspaper 
and  Civics  Room,  the  extension  of  library  privileges,  the  change 
of  closing  hour  at  Main  from  10  p.  m.  to  9:30  p.  m.,  the  opening 
of  the  libraries  for  the  circulation  of  books  on  all  legal  holidays, 
except  Christmas,  from  2:00  to  9:30  p.  m.  at  Main  and  2K)0to 
9:00  p.  m.  at  the  branches,  the  adoption  of  a  new  S3rstem  of 
issuing  voucher  and  checks  for  paying  monthly  bills,  and  a  new 
graded  system  of  salaries  for  library  assistants,  and  the  visit  of 
the  Indiana  Library  Commission  Summer  School. 

Summary  for  the  Year 

Books  accessioned- _ 16,749 

Books  discarded,  etc _ 10,071 

Total  books  in  tne  libraries _ 169,S92 

Books  cataloged. __ 25,326 

Number  of  catalog  cards  made _._ 28,262 

Total  number  of  catalog  cards  made _ 314,440 

Borrowers  registered 10,107 

Total  borrowers  registered  _ 50,090 

Books  circulated 945,966 

Reference  topics  looked  up 36,621 


